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Maharashtra Chief Minister 
Devendra Fadnavis and 
others arrive at Vidhan 
Bhavan for the monsoon 
session of the state 
Assembly, in Mumbai

EY India Chairman and 
Regional Managing Partner 
Rajiv Memani addresses 
a press conference after 
taking over as the President 
of CII in New Delhi

BJD president and 
former Odisha chief 
minister Naveen 
Patnaik with party 
leader and Odisha 5T 
Chairman VK Pandian

Gujarat CM Bhupendra 
Patel with National 
Commission for Women 
Chairperson Vijaya 
Rahatkar during a meeting, 
in Gandhinagar, Gujarat

PTI, NEW DELHI:  India 
has expressed deep con-
cern over the abduction 
of three Indian nationals 
in Mali amid a series of 
terrorist attacks in various 
parts of the West African 
country.

A day after the Indians 
were abducted, New Delhi 
on Wednesday called upon 
the Mali government to 
take all necessary meas-
ures to secure their "safe 
and expeditious" release.

The Ministry of External 
Affairs (MEA) expressed 
its "deep concern" re-
garding the abduction of 
Indians, employed at the 
Diamond Cement Factory 
in Kayes.

"The incident occurred 
on July 1, when a group of 
armed assailants carried 
out a coordinated attack at 
the factory premises and 
forcibly took three Indian 
nationals as hostages," the 
MEA said.

There has been no claim 
of responsibility for the 
kidnappings.

Al-Qaeda affiliate Ja-
ma'at Nusrat al-Islam 
wal-Muslimin (JNIM) has 
claimed responsibility for 
coordinated attacks across 

3 Indians abducted in Mali, 
New Delhi demands safe return

Mali on Tuesday.
The MEA said the Indian 

embassy in Bamako is in 
"close and constant" com-
munication with the rele-
vant authorities, local law 
enforcement agencies as 
well as the management 
of the Diamond Cement 
Factory.

It said the mission is 
also in touch with the fam-
ily members of the abduct-
ed Indian nationals.

"The government of 
India unequivocally con-
demns this deplorable act 
of violence and calls upon 
the government of the 
Republic of Mali to take 
all necessary measures to 
secure the safe and expe-
ditious release of the ab-

ducted Indian nationals," 
the MEA said in a state-
ment.

"Senior officials of the 
ministry are closely mon-
itoring the evolving situa-
tion and remain engaged 
at various levels to facili-
tate safe and early release 
of Indian nationals," it 
said.

The MEA also advised all 
Indians currently residing 

in Mali to exercise utmost 
caution, remain vigilant 
and stay in close contact 
with the embassy in Bama-
ko for regular updates and 
necessary assistance.

The ministry said it will 
extend all possible support 
to Indians and "remains 
committed to ensuring the 
safe return of the abduct-
ed Indian nationals at the 
earliest".

A day after the Indians 
were abducted, New 
Delhi on Wednesday 
called upon the Mali 

government to take all 
necessary measures to 
secure their ‘safe and 
expeditious‘ release

Manipur: 3 militants arrested, 
arms and ammunition seized

PTI, IMPHAL: Three militants belonging to different 
proscribed outfits have been arrested by security forces 
in Imphal Valley districts of Manipur, police said.

Police arrested a member of the banned PREPAK 
(PRO) outfit from Meitram area in Bishnupur district 
on Wednesday. He has been identified as Oinam He-
manjit Singh.


