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AP, KYIV:  A massive drone 
strike rattled Moscow and 
its suburbs overnight into 
Sunday, injuring several 
people and temporarily halting traffic at some of 
Russia's busiest airports, officials reported. Mean-
while, a huge nighttime 
wave of Russian drones targeted Ukraine.

This came after Russian 
President Vladimir Pu-
tin signed into law a pact 
with North Korea Satur-
day night, obliging the 
two countries to provide 
immediate military aid 
using “all means” if either is attacked. The agree-
ment marks the strongest 
link between Moscow and 
Pyongyang since the end of the Cold War.

Earlier this week, 
Ukraine reported that its 
troops engaged for the first time with North Ko-rean units. US officials earlier confirmed the de-
ployment of at least 3,000 
North Korean troops to 
Russia, while Kyiv has 
repeatedly said the num-ber is far higher. This 
has fuelled concerns of a 
marked escalation in Mos-
cow's war on Ukraine, and 
tensions spilling over into the Asia-Pacific.

UK estimates Russian 

Drones strike Moscow; UK notes 
rising Russian losses in Ukraine

troop losses at 700,000
Both Moscow and Kyiv 

have kept a tight lid on casualty figures since the 
start of the full-scale war 
despite regular reports of 
Russian forces taking huge 
losses following “human 
wave” attacks that aim to exhaust Ukrainian defences.

However, the chief of 
the UK defence staff, Tony 
Radakin, told the BBC that 
Russian forces had suf-
fered their worst month of 
casualties in October since 
the full-scale invasion of Ukraine in February 2022. 
He said Moscow's troops 
suffered an average of 
1,500 dead and wounded 
“every single day”, bringing 
their total losses in the war to 700,000. 

According to Radakin, 
ordinary Russians were 
paying “an extraordinary 
price” for the war, even 
as a gruelling, months-
long Russian offensive in 
Ukraine's industrial east continues to eke out gains. 
He did not say how UK of-ficials had calculated the Russian casualty figures. 

“There is no doubt that 
Russia is making tactical, 

territorial gains and that 
is putting pressure on Ukraine,” he said. But he 
added that they were “tiny 
increments of land", and 
Moscow's mounting de-
fense and security spend-
ing was putting an increas-ing strain on the country. 

Radakin insisted that 
Ukraine's Western partners 
should stand by it for “as 
long as it takes” to beat back 
Russian aggression, even as 
allies of US President-elect 
Donald Trump have sig-
nalled that Kyiv may have to cede territory to seek peace. 

Russia is cautiously op-
timistic about Trump's 
forthcoming presidency

On Sunday, the Kremlin's official spokesman voiced 
cautious optimism about 
Trump's upcoming presiden-
cy, saying: “At least he talks about peace. … He does not talk about confrontation.”“The signals are positive. 
Trump, during his election 
campaign, said that he per-
ceives everything through 
deals, that he can make 
deals that will lead every-
one toward peace,” Dmit-
ry Peskov told reporters at a briefing.
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RETURNED TO GOD

BORN to earthly life
4 JANUARY 1929 

BORN to eternal life 
10 NOVEMBER 2024

Viewing: Our Lady Of The Rosary Church, 
Caranzalem, Today 11-11-24 at 3pm 

Followed by Eucharistic Celebration at 3.30pm
Burial: Taleigao Cemetery (No flowers please)

Wife of late Joseph Vincent D’Souza

Mother to Marise, Nunila, Cyrilla, Rachel,  
Joanne, Leonie and Cassianne.

Mother in law to Dominic, Carl, Denzil, Vincent,  
Hubert and Russel.

Grandmother to Jonathan/Nicole, Dielle/Luis,  
Keegan/Vivian, Kimberly, Corinne/Daniel, Krissy/Nick, 
Derwin/Natalie, Devlin, Janelle, Justin,  
Tara/Reyniel, Trisha, Tanay, Rhett and Krispin.
Great Grandmother to eight little ones.


