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PTI, JAMMU:  Two Army 
personnel, including a jun-ior commissioned officer 
(JCO), were killed and an 
equal number injured in 
an encounter with terror-
ists in the higher reaches 
of Jammu and Kashmir's 
Kishtwar district, security officials said on Friday.The gunfight broke 
out when a joint securi-
ty party of the Army and 
police, acting on a tip-off, 
launched a cordon-and-
search operation in the 
Naidgham area in the Chhatroo belt, they added.The officials said there was an exchange of fire 
between the search team 
of the security forces and 

the terrorists hiding in the 
Pingnal Dugadda forest 
area in the upper reaches 
of Naidgham village locat-

ed within the Chhatroo po-lice station limits.Four Army personnel 
were injured in the gun-

battle and two of them 
-- JCO Naib Subedar Vipan 
Kumar and Sepoy Arvind 
Singh -- later succumbed 
to the injuries, the offi-cials said.

The Army also con-firmed the killing of the two soldiers.
"GOC (General Officer 

Commanding) White 
Knight Corps and all 
ranks salute the supreme 
sacrifice of the brave-
hearts; offer deepest con-
dolences to the families," the Army said.

Earlier, the Army had 
said contact was estab-
lished and the search party 
exchanged a heavy volume of fire with the terrorists 

around 3:30 pm.
"In the ensuing fire-

fight four army personnel have been injured. The 
operation is in progress," 
the Jammu-based White 
Knight Corps said in a post on X.The officials said the in-
jured soldiers were airlift-
ed to an Army hospital af-
ter preliminary treatment at a local hospital. 

The encounter comes 
two days after the Army, 
in a successful operation, 
neutralised two Pakistani terrorists affiliated with 
the Jaish-e-Mohammad (JeM) outfit in the higher 
reaches of Basantgarh in Udhampur district.

2 soldiers killed, 2 injured in 
gunfight with terrorists in J&K

Injured soldiers were airlifted to an Army hospital after 
preliminary treatment at a local hospital

PTI, IMPHAL: The Manipur 
government lifted the tem-
porary ban on broadband internet services in the five 
valley districts on a “condi-tional” basis.

However, the suspension 
of mobile internet services will remain in place, offi-cials said on Friday.The five-day ban was im-
posed on September 10 fol-
lowing student protests de-
manding the removal of the 
DGP and security advisor 
for their alleged inability to handle attacks by militants.A notification by Com-missioner (Home) N. Ashok 
Kumar stated, “The state 
government has made a 
considered decision to lift 
the suspension in the case 
of broadband service (ILL and FTTH) conditionally in 
a liberalised manner, sub-ject to fulfillment of terms and conditions.” It further specified, “Connection will 
be through static IP and 
the subscriber concerned 
shall not accept any other 
connection other than the 

allowed for the time be-ing.” Additionally, it said, “No wifi/hotspots shall be 
allowed from any of the 

routers,” and that blocking 
of social media and VPNs 
at the local level shall be enforced by the subscriber.

PLEAD YOU TO VISIT TO MANIPUR, PEOPLE 
AWAIT YOUR PRESENCE: CONG URGES PM

PTI, NEW DELHI: The Congress' Manipur chief K 
Meghachandra on Friday urged Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi to visit the violence-hit state, stressing that his 
visit would provide great strength to restore peace and 
normalcy there. Congress general secretary in-charge 
communications Jairam Ramesh shared Meghachan-
dra's letter to the prime minister on X and said the Ma-
nipur Congress chief had made yet another “anguished 
plea to the non-biological prime minister” to visit 
Manipur. “Will he finally summon the courage to do so?” 
Ramesh asked. In his letter, Meghachandra said, “I, on 
behalf of the people of Manipur and also as a citizen of 
India from the state of Manipur, invite you for your visit 
in my state, Manipur, which has been in turmoil for the 
last 16 months since the 3rd of May, 2023.” “The people 
of Manipur have been eagerly waiting for your presence 
in the state to place their voices of helplessness to you 
since the 3rd of May, 2023. As you are also aware that 
the turmoil has devastated the entire state with nearly 
a lakh of human population being internally displaced 
and hundreds of human lives being taken away, leaving 
the entire state into a complete chaos,” the Manipur 
Congress chief said.

Manipur govt lifts broadband 
internet ban in five valley districts

PTI, NEW DELHI:  In a sus-
pected case of gang war, a 
35-year-old gym owner 
was shot dead by two mo-
torcycle-borne assailants 
in the posh Greater Kailash 
area of south Delhi, police said on Friday.Four people have been 
arrested in this connection, they said.

"These four are sus-
pected to have provided 
logistical support to the shooters. They are being 
further interrogated by a 
Special Cell team," a sen-ior officer said.

The arrested accused have been identified as Ni-
talesh Tiwari, Vishal Verma 
and Akash Yadav of Uttar 
Pradesh's Azamgarh, and 
Naveen Baliyan of Harya-na's Sonipat.

Two country-made pis-
tols and eight live rounds were seized from them.The officer said two 
more people were de-
tained and questioned in 

connection with the case 
but the main shooter re-mained on the run.

The police also sus-
pect the involvement 
of associates of jailed 
gangsters Lawrence 
Bishnoi and Hashim Baba in the murder.

Nadir Shah - who pre-
viously had criminal cas-
es, including extortion, 
robbery and attempted 
murder, against him -- co-
owned a gym in Greater Kailash 1.

He would also lend mon-
ey on very high interest rates, police sources said.

Shah owned a business 
in Dubai and was stated 

to be known to some Delhi police officials.
He is survived by his mother and two brothers. 

Shah's father hailed from 
Afghanistan and moved to Delhi several years ago.

At the time of the in-cident, some officials of 
the Delhi Police's Special 
Cell were present at the 
gym, where they had gone 
to meet an informer, a source said. 

Shah was talking to a 
friend outside the gym 
when he was shot at around 10.44 pm, the po-lice said.

CCTV camera foot-
age purporting to show 
Shah talking to a person 
as an attacker walks to-
wards him and fires a 
volley of bullets from 
close range later sur-faced on social media.

The police suspect the attacker fled on a motorcy-
cle with an associate, who was waiting for him.

Police suspect gang war behind 
south Delhi gym owner’s 

murder, four held
The arrested accused 
have been identified as 
Nitalesh Tiwari, Vishal 
Verma and Akash Yadav 
of Uttar Pradesh's 
Azamgarh, and Naveen 
Baliyan of Haryana's 
Sonipat

PTI, MUMBAI:  A woman 
lawyer was cheated of Rs 
5 lakh by cyber fraudsters 
who posed as telecom de-
partment personnel and 
threatened to arrest her for 
money laundering, a police official said on Friday.

The accused also made 
her remove her clothes 
during a video call and 
then blackmailed her with screenshots, the official said.

"On Wednesday after-
noon, the 36-year-old law-
yer got a call from a person 
who introduced himself as an official of a telecom authority. He told her a 
SIM card registered in her 
name was being used to launder money. She was 
told to get a clean chit from 
Andheri police after which 
her phone number would be operational," he said.

Woman cheated 
of Rs 5 lakh by 

cyber fraudsters 
in Mumbai

PTI, NEW DELHI: The Con-gress on Friday demanded 
that the Supreme Court 
take control of the Adani 
investigation and a joint 
parliamentary committee 
be convened to probe the 
full scope of the “scam”, as 
it cited reports claiming 
that Swiss authorities had 
frozen USD 311 million (Rs 
2,610 crore) of an alleged Adani proxy.

Congress general secre-
tary in-charge communica-
tions Jairam Ramesh said 
news reports this morning 
reveal that the Swiss Public Prosecutors Office has fro-zen five accounts containing 
USD 311 million that belong to longtime “Adani confi-
dant” Chang Chung-Ling 
following an investigation 

by the Money Laundering Reporting Office of Switzer-
land (MROS) that began on December 28, 2021.

Adani group rejected 
the allegations as baseless, 
saying it had no involve-
ment in any Swiss court proceedings.

“We unequivocally re-
ject and deny the baseless allegations presented. The 
Adani Group has no involve-
ment in any Swiss court 
proceedings nor have any of 
our company accounts been 
subject to sequestration by any authority,” it said.

The Swiss court reportedly 
found that Chang and his asso-
ciates engaged in market ma-
nipulation, something that the 
Adani Group has been accused of for many years, he said.

SC must take control 
of Adani probe, JPC 

be convened: CongressAP, KINSHASA:  A military 
court in Congo handed down death sentences Friday to 
37 people, including three 
Americans, after convicting 
them on charges of taking part in a coup attempt.

The defendants, most of 
them Congolese but also 
including a Briton, Belgian and Canadian, have five 
days to appeal the verdict 
on charges that included 
attempted coup, terrorism and criminal association. Fourteen people were ac-
quitted in the trial, which opened in June.

The court convicted the 
37 defendants and imposed 
“the harshest penalty, that 
of death” in the verdict de-
livered by the presiding judge, Maj. Freddy Ehu-
ma, at an open-air military 
court proceeding that was 

broadcast live on TV.
Richard Bondo, the law-

yer who defended the six 
foreigners, said he disput-
ed whether the death pen-
alty could currently be im-
posed in Congo, despite its 
reinstatement earlier this 
year, and said his clients 
had inadequate interpret-
ers during the investiga-tion of the case.

"We will challenge this 
decision on appeal,” Bon-do said.

Six people were killed 
during the botched coup 
attempt led by the lit-
tle-known opposition figure Christian Malanga 
in May that targeted the 
presidential palace and 
a close ally of President Felix Tshisekedi. Malanga 
was fatally shot while re-
sisting arrest soon after 

live-streaming the attack 
on his social media, the Congolese army said.

Malanga's 21-year-old 
son Marcel Malanga, who 
is a US citizen, and two 
other Americans were 
convicted in the the at-tack. His mother, Brittney 
Sawyer, has said her son is 
innocent and was simply 
following his father, who 
considered himself presi-
dent of a shadow govern-ment in exile.

The other Americans 
were Tyler Thompson Jr, who flew to Africa from 
Utah with the younger Ma-
langa for what his family 
believed was a vacation, 
and Benjamin Reuben 
Zalman-Polun, 36, who is 
reported to have known 
Christian Malanga through a gold mining company.

Congo court sentences 3 Americans, 
34 others to death on coup charges

AP, CAPE CANAVERAL 
(US):  Stuck-in-space as-
tronauts Butch Wilmore 
and Indian-origin Suni-ta Williams said Friday 
they appreciated all the 
prayers and well wishes from strangers back home.It was their first pub-
lic comments since last 
week's return of the Boeing 
Starliner capsule that took 
them to the Internation-al Space Station in June. 
They remained behind af-
ter NASA determined the 
problem-plagued capsule 
posed too much risk for them to ride back in.

Wilmore and Williams are now full-fledged station 
crew members, chipping in 
on routine maintenance and experiments. They along 
with seven others on board 
welcomed a Soyuz space-
craft carrying two Russians 
and an American earlier this 

week, temporarily raising 
the station population to 12, a near record.

The two Starliner test 

pilots — both retired Navy 
captains and longtime 
NASA astronauts — will 
stay at the orbiting labo-

ratory until late February. 
They have to wait for a 
SpaceX capsule to bring them back. That space-
craft is due to launch later 
this month with a reduced 
crew of two, with two emp-
ty seats for Wilmore and Williams for the return leg.

Their Starliner capsule marked the first Boeing spaceflight with astro-nauts. It endured a series 
of thruster failures and he-
lium leaks before arriving 
at the space station on June 6. It landed safely in the 
New Mexico desert earlier 
this month, but Boeing's 
path forward in NASA's 
commercial crew program remains uncertain.

The space agency hired 
SpaceX and Boeing as an 
orbital taxi service a decade 
ago after the shuttles re-tired. SpaceX has been fly-ing astronauts since 2020. 

Stuck-in-space astronauts make first public 
comments since Boeing capsule left without them

Their Starliner capsule marked the first Boeing 
spaceflight with astronauts. It endured a series of 
thruster failures and helium leaks before arriving at 
the space station on June 6. It landed safely in the 
New Mexico desert earlier this month, but Boeing's 
path forward in NASA's commercial crew program 
remains uncertain

AFP, KANO: One of Ni-
geria's most notorious 
bandit leaders has been 
killed in a military am-
bush, military and secu-rity sources said Friday, 
seen as a major victory 
in the fight against crim-inal gangs.

Nigerian forces have 
for years been fighting 
criminal gangs described 
as bandits who have been 
targeting communities in 
northwestern and cen-tral Nigeria.

Halilu Sububu, also 
known as Halilu Buzu, was 
killed Thursday along with dozens of his fighters in an hours-long gunfight fol-
lowing an ambush of his 
convoy by soldiers after 
receiving intelligence on his movements.

Nigerian 
troops kill top 
bandit leader

PTI


