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RECKLESS RISK-TAKER

A rider was caught jumping the red light and entering the ‘No Entry’ zone, 
while riding over a zebra crossing at Gurim junction, on Tuesday

SAGUN GAWADE
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MARGAO: Despite Chief Minister 
Pramod Sawant's apparent res-
ervations about the rent-a-bike 
service, Konkan Railway Corpo-
ration Limited (KRCL) is proceed-
ingwith the opening of bids re-
ceived for operating the initiative 
at railway stations. Even though 
the State government's permis-
sion is required for the service to 
commence in Goa, KRCL will still 
evaluate the tender proposals.

However, the service cannot be 
started in Goa if the State govern-
ment does not grant permission, 
as conveyed by Santosh Kumar 
Jha, Chairman and Managing Di-
rector (CMD) of Konkan Railway 
Corporation Ltd (KRCL), to Chief 
Minister PramodSawant. Jha, who has recently taken over office, paid 
a courtesy visit to CM Pramod-

Sawant on Monday.
Sawant on Tuesday stated that 

Jha informed him that the Konkan 
Railways' decision regarding the 
rent-a-bike service will be commu-
nicated to the State government 
within the next two days. Accord-ing to the tender floated by KRCL, 
the rent-a-bike services are to be 
operated at seven railway stations – five in Goa and two in Karnataka 
– through a single contract encom-
passing all seven stations.

It is to be noted that this move by KRCL faced significant opposition 
from local taxi and rickshaw driv-
ers stationed at the Konkan Rail-
way stations in Goa, as well as from 
Opposition MLAs. 

The primary concern raised was 
the potential impact on their live-
lihoods due to the introduction of 
the rent-a-bike service.

In an unrelated development, 

Konkan Railway to open bids for 
rent-a-bike service despite opposition

several trains on the Kon-
kan Railway route faced 
delays due to ongoing dou-
ble-tracking work in Goa. 
Baban Ghatge, the Deputy 
General Manager of KRCL, 
addressed the issue on 
Tuesday morning, stating, 
“The delays were caused 
by the double-tracking 
work being carried out 
in Goa. He also gave an 
assurance that the reg-
ular train schedule was 
expected to resume by 
Tuesday evening.”
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PANJIM: Corporation of the 
City of Panaji (CCP) Mayor, 
Rohit Monserrate on Tuesday 
said that the Corporation will 
propose to have entertainment 
and food zones in the city.

Speaking to reporters, he 
said, “We want to set up en-
tertainment and food zones in 
the city. Nothing happens in 
Panjim in the night. Everyone 
has to go outside for any sort 
of entertainment. We are hop-
ing to get a zone in Patto where 
we will have vendors and en-
tertainment and people of the city will benefit from it. The 
area can cater to a lot of people 
from the city."

He said the CCP has dis-
cussed some of the areas and 
places like the National Thea-
tre and Joggers Park which can be notified as a zone.

"Names of different areas 
have been suggested. These 
names will be sent to the Dis-
trict Collector for notifying 
them. Even if we notify the area 
we will have to see how many 

of them can be accommodated. 
Efforts will be made to spread 
them out evenly so that there is no traffic jam in the city,” Mon-
serrate said.

He said the number of zones 
will depend on the number of 
people who are to be accom-
modated.

“Depending on the people 
we have, we will try and ac-
commodate them,” he said.

He said there are 92 vendors 
who are on the priority list 
who need to be accommodat-
ed. However, he suggested that 
the number may increase.

“We want to bring them under 

a standard set of rules so that 
safety and cleanliness are not 
an issue. It should not cause any 
chaos in the area,” he said.

He said the carts to be put in 
the zone will be redesigned as 
they are very old.

Speaking about the entertain-
ment zone, the Mayor said, “It 

PANJIM: Reacting strongly to CCP’s plans to have 
entertainment and food zones in Panjim, residents 
of the capital city said that priority of the corpo-
ration should be completion of the Smart City 
works, which have been undertaken across the 
city and made people’s lives miserable.
Advocate Rui Ferreira said, “They are acting 
as agents of some entertainment companies. 
While you are creating pay parking scheme say-
ing parking is a problem, at the same time you 
are burdening the city with these type of things. 
What is the purpose? You are burdening the 
existing infrastructure in the city.”
“It is not the business of the CCP to have an entertain-
ment zone in the city. Everything is being shifted from 
Panjim. Most of the government departments have 
been shifted from Panjim to Porvorim. CCP's role is to 
collect revenue from the market which it is not doing. 
Already there is no space in Patto,” Adv Ferreira said.

“The priority of the CCP should be to complete the 
ongoing Smart City works. They are just trying to 
promote the business interests of some other people. 
It is not in the interest of the people. They should 
concentrate on the welfare of the people,” he said.
Former councillor Menino Da Cruz said, “The 
most important thing is that whatever work 
they have taken up, has only disrupted lives as 
they are not coming to a logical end. Now for 
what purpose they are proposing to have these 
zones? For whom? Is it a new scam?”
“The government announced that all Smart City 
works would be completed by May 31. Has it 
been finished? No. They may start it, but it is not 
going to see a logical end. Now again for this 
purpose a consultant will be appointed and a 
huge amount of money will be paid. We should 
give us the necessary amenities like good roads, 
electricity, water, sewerage amongst others."

PANJIM RESIDENTS WANT CCP TO FIX THE CITY FIRST

CCP mulling over food, entertainment zone in Panjim
will provide the city dwellers to 
spend some time together. If it 
comes up in Patto then it will be 
easier to maintain it. Advantage 
in Patto is that there are no res-
idential complexes there. Right 
now we have to notify the area. 
It can be from Sesa Goa to the 
Spaces building.”
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PANJIM: Chief Minister 
Pramod Sawant on Tuesday 
took status of all the nine 
auctioned mining blocks to 
ensure speedy clearances 
and resumption of mining 
activities and also directed 
the State Environment Im-
pact Assessment Authority 
(SEIAA) to complete the 
process of granting envi-
ronmental clearances (ECs) 
expeditiously.

The directions were giv-
en at the Goa State Geolog-
ical Programming Board 
Meeting 2024, chaired by 
the Chief Minister.

All the nine auction hold-ers and the officers of Goa 
State Pollution Control 
Board (GSPCB), Environ-
ment Department, Forest 
Department among others, 
were present at the meeting.

Also, other officials 

have been directed to 
grant the permissions as 
soon as possible.

Based on the review, it 
was concluded that around 
3-4 mines will be opera-
tional by September-Oc-
tober 2024. Sawant also 
directed the auction lease 
holder of Shirgao to exclude 
the area of Shri Lairai Tem-
ple and habitation in and 
around the area.

The agenda of the 
meeting included discus-
sions on several crucial 
topics including explora-
tion of mining leases to 
be funded through the 
National Mineral Explo-
ration Trust (NMET).

The Board deliberated 
on the empanelment of 
agencies under the Direc-
torate of Mines and Geol-
ogy (DMG). Another key 
point of discussion was the 
strengthening of the DMG 

office by establishing a lab-
oratory for mineral analy-
sis. The laboratory will be 
equipped with advanced 
instruments procured 
through NMET funds.

The meeting discussions 
also entailed that the pro-file of existing dumps will 
be studied by DMG-em-
panelled agencies utilizing 
NMET funds.

The Geological Survey 
of India (GSI) will extend 
its support to the DMG, 
Goa, in preparing propos-
als to tap NMET funds. 
Additionally, the GSI will 
assist in the preparation 
of geological reports for 
mineral blocks slated for 
upcoming auctions. 

At the meeting, the chief 
minister, unveiled the ge-
ological and mineral map 
of Goa, along with the Dis-
trict Resource Maps for 
both the districts. 

CM directs SEIAA to expedite 
environmental clearances for 

9 auctioned mining blocks
Directs the auction lease holder of Shirgao to exclude the area of 

Shri Lairai Temple and habitation in and around the area
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MARGAO: In the first four 
months of 2024, police in Goa 
issued 31,729 challans to rid-
ers violating the Motor Vehi-
cle (MV) Act, a decrease from 
the 51,816 issued during the 
same period last year. Nota-
bly, in April 2024 alone, 9,800 cases of traffic violations were 
booked across the State. Po-lice said the traffic violations 
recorded included not wear-
ing helmets, not using seat 
belts, tinted glass usage, over-
speeding, red-light jumping, 
and driving without a licence.

Kashinath Naik, a resident 
of Margao, acknowledged the visible impact of the traffic 
drive, noting that more peo-
ple now use seat belts while 
driving cars and wear hel-
mets while riding scooters. 

Additionally, compliance with 
driving licences, speed limits, 
and other regulations has 
improved. However, Naik 
expressed concern that de-
spite these efforts and the is-
suance of MV cases, road ac-
cidents have not decreased.

From January to April this 
year, Verna recorded the high-
est number of accidents at 84, 
with six fatalities, while Cun-
colim and Maina-Curtorim 
reported seven fatalities each. 
accidents. The Collem police 
booked the highest number of traffic violations at 2,883 in 
four months. (see box)

Despite the numerous traffic violations booked 
and preventive measures 
implemented, the data re-flects that road accidents 
and fatalities continue to 
be a concern in South Goa.

Traffic violations drop, yet road 
accidents unabated in Goa

NUMBER OF TRAFFIC VIOLATIONS, ACCIDENTS AND FATALITIES 
RECORDED BY S GOA POLICE STATIONS FROM JAN TO APRIL 2024:

Police Station Traffic Violations Accidents Fatalities

 Verna 413 84 6

Maina-Curtorim 1,107 60 7

Ponda 1,497 53 6

Cuncolim 1,120 50 7

Canacona 1,457 38 4

Colva 545 36 4

Fatorda 1 36 5

Margao 779 33 2

Quepem 378 24 1

Vasco 538 24 3

Curchorem 1,030 16 2

Collem 2,883 9 4

Sanguem 1,409 7 0

Mormugao 457 5 0

Dabolim 71 - -

Vasco Railway Police 178 - -

Mardol - 21 1
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PONDA: In a tragic incident, 
a motorcycle pilot named 
Prakash Chodankar (58), 
resident of Kavalem, oper-
ating from KTC Bus stand, 
was crushed to death as a 
result of rash and negligent 
driving by a crane driver on 
Tuesday morning.

The deceased, a resident 
of Kavalem-Ponda and na-
tive of Kauthani-Sawantwa-
di, Maharashtra, was sitting 
on his stationary motorcy-
cle and reading a newspa-
per when a speeding crane 
ran over Chodankar after 
its driver lost control. He 
was dragged along with 
bike and dragged for almost 
seven meters. His head was 
crushed and was found in a 
pool of blood.The horrific incident 
shocked hundreds of pas-
sengers at the KTC Bus 

Stand.  Following the in-
cident, Ponda police per-
sonnel rushed to the site. 
Shocked locals alleged neg-
ligence by the contractor 
involved in widening on 
the national highway (NH) 
work, which was responsi-
ble for the pilot’s death.

Local social workers Vi-

raj Sapre and John Mascar-
enhas said the NH widen-
ing work being undertaken 
on the highway stretch 
near KTC Bus stand in a 
very casual manner, with 
no proper sign boards re-
garding the road widening 
work, nor proper supervi-
sion by the contractor.

The accused crane driver 
Ranjeet Kumar (20), a resi-
dent of Bihar, has been arrest-
ed by the police and a case has 
been registered under Section 
279, 304-A of IPC.

According to Ponda PI 
Tushar Lotlikar, the crane 
driver drove the crane 
in a rash and negligent 

manner, while proceeding 
from Farmagudi-Ponda to-
wards KTC Bus stand Pon-
da, without taking proper 
care and caution, endan-
gering human life. 

He dashed against the 
stationary taxi motorcycle 
pilot and further dragged 
him up to 7.5 mts along 
with his motorcycle and also 
hit a mini bus in the process. 
The victim sustained griev-
ous injuries, and succumbed 
to his injuries.

TERRIBLE TUESDAY: Motorcycle pilot 
crushed under crane at Ponda

A speeding crane ran over Chodankar after its driver lost control; he was dragged along 
with his bike for 7.5 metres; his head was crushed and was found in a pool of blood

The deceased, a resident of Kavlem, was sitting on his stationary motorcycle and reading a 
newspaper when the incident occurred, at the KTC bus stand in Ponda

Prakash Chodankar
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PONDA: The Ponda Municipal 
Council (PMC) sealed a showroom 
located on Bethora Road for op-
erating without obtaining a trade 
licence from PMC. The action fol-lowed a final order issued by the Chief Officer after a series of hear-
ings on the matter.

Municipal Engineer Vishant 
Naik stated that the 
showroom owner had 
failed to secure a trade 
licence and a house 
number for the premis-
es, despite being direct-
ed to do so by the PMC. 
The issue came to light 
following a complaint filed by a citizen, which 
was pursued by John Mascarenhas 
on behalf of the complainant.

Mascarenhas reported that the 
construction of the building com-
menced in 2022, during which a complaint was initially filed. The 
PMC had granted temporary per-
mission on the condition that 
no business activities would 
take place. However, when the 
showroom started operating 
recently without proper docu-
mentation, a new complaint was 
filed against the ground plus one 
building where the bike show-

room was operating.The Chief Officer's final hearing 
concluded that the business had 
been operating without obtain-
ing the necessary permissions or 
licences, violating Section 265 of 
the Goa Municipalities Act, 1968, 
and the Trade and Licencing Bye-
Laws, 1989. The permission for 
the structure expired on June 6, 
2024, and the owner failed to pro-

duce any relevant documents or 
permissions for both the business 
and the structure.

 “Despite being given seven 
working days to produce the nec-
essary permissions and having 11 
months' time, the applicant failed 
to provide the required docu-
ments. The business was operat-
ing in blatant violation of all mu-
nicipal laws, said the CO’s order.

The Municipal Inspectors of the 
Council were directed to enforce 
the sealing, under the supervision 
of the Municipal Engineer.

Ponda civic body seals bike 
showroom for operating 

sans trade licence
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Traffic Cell book
150 violations of
drunken driving

during special drive
PANJIM: In a special driver 
undertaken between June 7 and June 9, 2024, the Traffic 
Cell of Goa Police has booked 
150 violations of drunken 
driving across the state. The 
drive was undertaken be-
tween 8 pm and 11 pm.

"In continuation with the 
action against drunken driv-
ing, a special drive was held 
from June 7, 2024, to June 
8, 2024, between 8 pm to 
11 pm and total of 150 vio-
lations of drunken driving 
were booked during the spe-
cial drive," a statement from 
Superintendent of Police, Traffic, Rahul Gupta said.

He said that so far 2,318 
drunken driving cases have 
been booked from January 1, 
2024, to June 9, as compared 
to 535 cases booked during 
the same period last year.
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