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A mural made as part of the voter awareness campaign, 
ahead of the third phase of Lok Sabha elections, at a 
shopping mall, in Ahmedabad

Five Azerbaijan nationals held at Delhi 
airport for smuggling gold worth Rs 2.4 cr
NEW DELHI: Five Azerbaijan nationals have been arrested 
by customs officials for allegedly smuggling into the 
country gold worth over Rs 2.4 crore at the international 
airport here, according to an official statement issued 
on Friday. The accused persons, comprising one female 
passenger, were intercepted after their arrival from 
Dubai on April 30, the statement released by the customs 
department said.
"On personal search of the said passengers, gold items 
in the form of jewellery, wire, belt buckle and handbag 
handle etc, totally weighing 3.5 kg valued at Rs 2.44 crore 
were recovered from them," it read.
The accused were arrested and the gold items were 
seized, it added. 

Punjab man arrested for spying for 
Pakistan's ISI: Police
HOSHIARPUR (PUNJAB): A man from Punjab's 
Hoshiarpur district was arrested for allegedly spying 
for Pakistan's Inter-Services Intelligence and helping 
the agency in organising anti-India activities, police 
said on Friday.
The man is accused of aiding anti-India activities by 
providing sensitive information about Indian Army 
deployments, and transmitting documents and photos 
from his mobile phone, they said.
Acting on a tip-off, police apprehended Harpreet Singh 
near a railroad crossing on Phagwara road in Hoshiarpur 
on Thursday night. The man, who hails from Tarn Taran 
district, was currently residing in Vijay Nagar area here.
According to police, Singh, who has been living in the city 
for the past four years, had allegedly travelled to Pakistan 
twice on a visitor visa where he met ISI officials. He was 
allegedly in contact with these ISI officials via WhatsApp, 
they said.

Fire breaks out in forest near Rajghat
NEW DELHI: A fire broke out in a forest area near Rajghat 
here on Friday, Delhi Fire Services (DFS) officials said.
The fire spread due to strong winds, they said.
"We received two calls regarding a fire in a forest area 
close to Rajghat. The first call was received at 10:30 am 
and two fire brigades were pressed into service. Another 
call was received at 2:30 pm and three more fire brigades 
were sent to the spot," a DFS official said.
The fire spread due to strong surface winds but is under 
control now, officials said. 

Delhi court convicts juvenile of gruesome 
murder, rape of 5-year-old girl
NEW DELHI: A court here has convicted a juvenile for 
the gruesome murder and rape of a 5-year-old girl in 
2017, saying the totality of all circumstantial evidence 
established his guilt.
Additional Sessions Judge Amit Sahrawat was hearing the 
case against the child in conflict with law (CCL) who was 
accused of raping and battering the victim's head with 
cement stones, causing her death in February 2017.
"This is a case of circumstantial evidence and all 
the circumstances against CCL are to be considered 
together. Collectively from these circumstances, the only 
hypothesis is the guilt of the accused," the court said in an 
order passed on April 27.
The court said that the deceased was last seen with the 
CCL and after the victim's father confronted him, the 
accused disclosed that he had raped and murdered the 
girl, following which the victim's body was found hidden 
under large stones in an under-construction site.

TN: Pregnant woman falls from moving 
train, dies
CUDDALORE (TAMIL NADU): A pregnant woman 
accidentally fell from a moving train between Ulundurpet 
and Vriddhachalam and died, police here said on Friday. 
The woman was identified as Kasthuri (22) from Tirusulam, 
Chennai who was travelling in the Kollam Express with her 
husband Suresh Kumar and other relatives for her baby 
shower function in Tenkasi district. 
"The woman, who was seven months pregnant, had 
complained of nausea and rushed to the washroom. 
However, she slipped and fell from the train on Thursday 
night," a senior police official said.

First year B. Tech student commits 
suicide in Rajasthan's Phagwara
PHAGWARA: An 18-year-old student allegedly committed 
suicide by jumping from the 10th floor of his hostel here, 
police said on Friday. 
Phagwara Sub-divisional Superintendent of Police (SP) 
Rupinder Kaur Bhatti identified the deceased as Mayank, a 
first-year student of B.Tech Computer Science.
Mayank was from a Nimoth village in district 
Rewari, Haryana. He lived in a boys' hostel and 
jumped from the 10th floor of the building on 
Thursday night, she said. 
The body was handed over to the family on Friday after 
the post-mortem. The reason behind him taking this 
extreme step is yet to be ascertained, she said. 

AP, BRUSSELS: Germany's 
top diplomat on Friday said 
Russia will face consequenc-
es after accusing its military 
intelligence service of mas-
terminding an “absolutely 
intolerable” cyberattack, as 
NATO and European Union 
member countries said they 
will not let Russia's “mali-
cious" behaviour in cyber-
space go unanswered.

Relations between Russia 
and Germany were already 
tense, with Germany pro-
viding military support to 
Ukraine in its ongoing war 
with Russia. 

German Foreign Minis-
ter Annalena Baerbock said 
Russian state hackers were 
behind a cyberattack last 
year that targeted the Social 
Democrats, the leading party 

in the governing coalition.
“Russian state hackers 

attacked Germany in cyber-
space,” she said at a news 
conference in the Australi-
an city of Adelaide. “We can 
attribute this attack to the 
group called APT28, which is 
steered by the military intelli-
gence service of Russia."

“This is absolutely intol-
erable and unacceptable 
and will have consequenc-
es,” she said.

The Council of the EU lat-
er said that Czechia's insti-
tutions have also been a tar-
get of the cyber campaign.

In a statement by the 
EU's top diplomat, Josep 
Borrell, the bloc's nations 
said they “strongly con-
demn the malicious cyber 
campaign conducted by 

the Russia-controlled Ad-
vanced Persistent Threat 
Actor 28 (APT28) against 
Germany and Czechia.”

The EU noted that it had 
previously imposed sanc-
tions on individuals and en-

tities responsible for APT28 
attacks targeting the German 
parliament in 2015. It said it 
will not tolerate the contin-
uation of such attacks, par-
ticularly with EU elections 
upcoming in June.

NATO said that APT28 
targeted “other national 
governmental entities, criti-
cal infrastructure operators 
and other entities across 
the Alliance," including in 
Lithuania, Poland, Slovakia 
and Sweden.

“We are determined to 
employ the necessary ca-
pabilities in order to deter, 
defend against and counter 
the full spectrum of cyber-
threats to support each 
other, including by consid-
ering coordinated respons-
es,” said the North Atlantic 
Council, the principal polit-
ical decision-making body 
within NATO.

Baerbock is visiting Aus-
tralia, New Zealand and 
Fiji, with the trip focusing 
on security policy as China 

pushes for influence in the Pacific region.
“The defense cooperation 

between Germany and Aus-
tralia is close and we would 
like to deepen it further 
and together expand it, 
because we are in a situa-
tion where we face similar 
threats,” said Baerbock, who is the first German for-
eign minister to visit Aus-
tralia in 13 years.

Discussions between 
Baerbock and Australia 
counterpart Penny Wong centered on the conflict in 
Gaza. “I think we all under-
stand that the only path out 
of this cycle of violence that 
we see in the Middle East at 
such great cost is one that 
ultimately ensures a two-
state solution,” Wong said. 

German foreign min says Russia will face consequences 
for cyberattack; NATO, EU show support

Germany's Foreign Minister Annalena Baerbock, left, and 
Australian Foreign Minister Penny Wong attend a news 
conference in Adelaide, on Friday
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Young men cool off at Galtaji Temple Kund on a hot summer day, in Jaipur
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PTI, NEW DELHI: India 
and the Maldives on Fri-
day reviewed the ongoing 
process of replacing Indian 
military personnel from 
the island nation with Male 
saying New Delhi would 
complete the withdrawal 
of its troops by May 10.

The two sides held the 
fourth meeting of the bilat-
eral high-level core group 
in Delhi.

India has already with-
drawn some of its military 
personnel who were oper-
ating three aviation plat-
forms in the Indian Ocean 
archipelago.

The military personnel 
were replaced by civil-
ian technical experts. The 
Indian personnel were 
operating three aviation 
platforms in the Maldives 
and New Delhi is now de-
ploying civilian personnel 
to operate them.

Maldivian President 
Mohamed Muizzu had set 
May 10 as the deadline for 
withdrawal of the Indian 
military personnel from 
his country.

"Both sides continued 
their discussions on wide 
ranging issues related to 
bilateral cooperation. This 
included defence cooper-
ation, development coop-
eration projects, efforts to 
enhance bilateral trade and 
investment, and capacity 
building initiatives," the 
Ministry of External Affairs 
(MEA) said.

It said both sides also 
reviewed the ongoing ef-
forts to enable "continued 
operation of Indian avia-
tion platforms that pro-
vide humanitarian and 
medvac (medical evacua-
tion) services to the peo-
ple of Maldives," it said in 
a brief statement.

New Delhi, Male review 

withdrawal of Indian military 

personnel from island nation

PTI, NEW DELHI: Evidence of the first case of a wild animal 
treating their wound with medic-
inal plants was reported in a new 
study.

At the Suaq Balimbing research 
site in Indonesia, researchers ob-
served that a male Sumatran or-
angutan repeatedly chewed and 
applied sap from a climber plant 
to a wound on his cheek.

"During daily observations of 
the orangutans, we noticed that a 
male named Rakus had sustained 
a facial wound, most likely during a fight with a neighbouring male," 
said Isabelle Laumer from the 
Max Planck Institute of Animal 
Behavior (MPI-AB), Germany.

The research site is a protected 
rainforest area home to approxi-
mately 150 critically endangered 
Sumatran orangutans. The team 
included researchers from Uni-
versitas Nasional, Indonesia.

Three days after the injury, Ra-
kus selectively ripped off leaves 
of a liana with the common name 
Akar Kuning (Fibraurea tincto-
ria), chewed on them, and then 
repeatedly applied the resulting 
juice precisely onto the facial 
wound for several minutes, the 
researchers described.

As a last step, he fully covered 
the wound with the chewed 

leaves, they said.
Laumer explained that the plant 

and related liana species, found in 
tropical forests of Southeast Asia, 
are known for their pain-reliev-ing, anti-inflammatory, and other 
properties important to wound 
healing.

The plants are used in tradi-
tional medicine to treat various 
diseases, such as malaria, dys-

entery and diabetes, said Laumer, first author of the study published in the journal Scientific Reports.
The researchers observed no 

signs of wound infection in the 
days following the injury. They 
also saw that the wound closed within five days and fully healed 
within one month.

"Interestingly, Rakus also rest-
ed more than usual when being 
wounded. Sleep positively affects 
wound healing as growth hor-
mone release, protein synthesis 
and cell division are increased 
during sleep," Laumer said.

She explained the "intentional" 
nature of Rakus's behaviour, as 
he "selectively treated his facial 
wound," and no other body part.

"The behaviour was also repeat-
ed several times, not only with 
the plant juice but also later with 
more solid plant material until the 
wound was fully covered. The en-

tire process took a considerable 
amount of time," said Laumer.

While multiple wild primate 
species have so far been observed 
swallowing, chewing, or rubbing 
plants with medicinal properties, this is the first time that they ap-
plied them to recent wounds, the 
researchers said.

Thus, medical wound treatment 
may have arisen in a common an-
cestor shared by humans and or-
angutans, they said.

"As forms of active wound treat-
ment are not just a human universal 
but can also be found in both African 
and Asian great apes, it is possible 
that there exists a common under-
lying mechanism for the recognition 
and application of substances with 
medical or functional properties to 
wounds and that our last common 
ancestor already showed similar 
forms of ointment behaviour," the 
authors wrote. 

First case of wild animal treating wounds 
with plants documented in study

AP, PORT-AU - PRINCE: 
Gangs in Haiti laid siege to 
several neighbourhoods 
in Port-au-Prince, burn-
ing homes and exchang-ing gunfire with police for hours as hundreds fled the 
violence early on Thursday 
in one of the biggest attacks 
since Haiti's new prime 
minister was announced.

The attacks began late 
Wednesday in neighbour-
hoods including Solino and 
Delmas 18, 20 and 24 locat-
ed southwest of the main 
international airport, which 
has remained closed for 
nearly two months amid re-
lentless gang violence.

“The gangs started burn-
ing everything in sight,” 
said a man called Néne, 
who declined to give his 
last name out of fear. “I was 
hiding in a corner all night.”

He walked with a friend 
as they carried a dusty red 
suitcase between them that 
was stuffed with clothes — 
the only thing they could 

save. The clothes belonged 
to Néne's children, whom 
he had rushed out of Del-
mas 18 around dawn dur-ing a pause in the fighting.

The neighbourhoods 
that once bustled with traf-fic and pedestrians were 
like ghost towns shortly 
after sunrise, with a heavy 
silence blanketing the area 
except for the occasional 
bleating from a lone goat.

An armoured police 
truck patrolled the streets, 
rolling past charred ve-
hicles and cinderblock 
walls where someone had 
scrawled “Viv Babecue,” a 
reference in Haitian Creole 
to one of Haiti's most pow-
erful gang leaders.

People whose homes were 
spared in the attack in Del-
mas 18 and other nearby 
communities clutched fans, 
stoves, mattresses and plas-tic bags filled with clothes as they fled by foot, motorcycle 
or on colorful small buses 
known as tap-taps. 

Gangs in Haiti launch fresh 
attacks, days after a new 

prime minister is announced
PTI,  KOLKATA/ PUR-
BA BARDHAMAN: The 
political tussle over a com-
plaint by a Raj Bhavan 
woman employee who ac-
cused Governor C V Ananda 
Bose of "molesting" her es-
calated on Friday with the 
Governor dubbing the alle-
gations as "absurd drama" 
and Chief Minister Mamata 
Banerjee attacking him, 
calling the charges "shame-
ful and distressing".

Meanwhile, the police 
remained tightlipped over 
their action in the matter. 
"All necessary steps are 
being taken following the 
complaint by the woman," a senior police official said.

A contractual woman em-
ployee on Thursday evening 
had lodged a police com-
plaint at the Hare Street Po-
lice station accusing Bose of 
molesting her and a host of 
TMC leaders posted on so-
cial media about the incident 
dubbing the incident as "hor-rific and appalling."

Banerjee dubbed the 
incident as "deeply dis-
tressing", and claimed 
that the same governor 
who showed great urgen-
cy in reaching Sandesh-
khali now stands accused 
of molesting a female staff 
at Raj Bhavan".

Earlier in the day, Bose 
said he expected more such 
allegations to surface but that 
would not deter him from 
his "determined efforts to 
expose corruption and curb 
violence" in the state.

In a recorded statement 

released by Raj Bhavan, 
Bose said, "I welcome all 
the generous allegations 
and the frequent innu-
endoes passed on me by 
some political forces. I 
understand, my friends, 
there is more in the off-
ing. But one thing is clear, 
none of the absurd dra-
mas is going to deter me 
from my determined ef-
forts to expose corruption 
and curb violence."

Claiming that character 
assassination is the last 
resort of a "failing ma-

levolence", Bose said, "A 
more sinister plot has been 
hatched in the Raj Bhavan".

Bose mocked the alle-
gations, saying one day 
he would also be blamed 
for the Great Bengal Fam-
ine of 1943 as well as the 
'1946 Calcutta Killings'. 
"That is the nature of the 
political forces working in 
the state," he said.

The governor said he was 
briefed about what he can 
expect in Bengal from cer-
tain political parties.

"I have braved many 
storms. I tell the polit-
ical party that is plot-
ting against me, this is 
no storm. This is only a 
storm in a teacup. Do not 
be surprised if you realise 
I am the storm. Bring out 
all the weapons from your 
armoury. Use it against 
me. I am willing. I am 
prepared. I shall continue my fight for the dignity and 
respect of my brothers and 
sisters of Bengal," he stated.

Allegations of molestation against Governor 
spark political firestorm in West Bengal
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