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OLD WORLD CHARM

A float showcasing a mythological scene ambles along a street during the annual Shigmo 
parade in Ponda, on Saturday, marking the start of the 14-day celebration

 SANTOSH NAIK

Full report on Pg 7 >>

PTI, NEW YORK/WASHINGTON: An 
Indian student at Columbia University, 
whose visa was revoked for allegedly 
“advocating for violence and terrorism” 
and involvement in activities supporting 
Hamas, has self-deported.

Ranjani Srinivasan, an Indian national, 
entered the United States on a F-1 stu-
dent visa as a doctoral student in Urban 
Planning at Columbia University, the De-
partment of Homeland Security said in a 
statement on Friday. It added that Srini-
vasan was “involved in activities support-
ing” Hamas, which governs Gaza strip 
and has been under attack by Israel.

Indian at Columbia University 
self-deports after visa is revoked

Dept of Homeland Security claims Ranjani Srinivasan,  
a doctoral student, was supporting Hamas

It is a “privilege to be granted a 
visa to live and study in the 

United States of America”.  When you 
advocate for violence and terrorism, 
that privilege should be revoked, and 
you should not be in this country. I am 
glad to see one of the Columbia 
University terrorist sympathisers use 
the CBP Home app to self-deport
– Kristi Noem, Secretary of  
Homeland Security

Cont on Pg 13 >>

RANJANI’S SELF-DEPORTATION – WHO, WHY & HOW
 Ranjani Srinivasan 

was a doctoral student 
in urban planning from 
Colombia University’s 
Graduate School of 
Architecture, Planning 
and Preservation

 Her research focused 
on the evolving 
nature of land-labour 
relations in peri-urban 
statutory towns in 
India

 Srinivasan 
has a Bache-
lor's Degree 
from CEPT 
University 
in Ahmed-
abad and 
a Master's 
Degree 
from 
Harvard

 Srinivasan 
refers to 
‘them-

selves’ 
with the 

gender-
neutral 
‘they’ 

pronoun

 Her visa was 
cancelled allegedly 
because she supported 
terrorism (read Hamas)

 She is one of the first 
in America to self-
deport with the newly 
launched CBP Home 
App

 CBP Home App has 
a self-deportation 
feature that allows 
individuals to leave 
the country without 
direct law enforcement 
intervention

 While freeing up 
resources for the State, 
self-deportation may 
technically give the 
person an opportunity 
to return to the US

Team Herald

MARGAO: The villagers of 
Navelim, who have been 
facing hardships over the 
last decade due to the hap-
hazard growth of educa-
tional institutions near the 
main junction in the village, 
are mobilising support 
along with Navelim Civic & 
Consumer Forum (NCCF) to 
stall the plans to extend an 
existing Higher Secondary 
School (HSS), which they 
fear would exacerbate the 
existing severe traffic con-
gestion in the area.

The issue was raised dur-
ing Saturday’s panchayat 
meeting and is expected to 
be a major issue at the up-
coming gram sabha on Sun-
day. The NCCF has submit-
ted formal letters of protest 
to multiple authorities, 
including the Director of 
Education and the Navelim 
panchayat.

“Over the last decade, the 
villagers have been facing 
hardships due to the hap-

hazard growth of education-
al institutions near the Na-
velim main junction,” stated 
the NCCF in their letter to 
education authorities. The 
forum highlighted that the 
heavy student flow along 
narrow roads results in dai-
ly traffic jams, affecting both 
students and residents.

According to the NCCF, 

the situation has become 
particularly problematic 
around the Church of Our 
Lady of Rosary, a major 
traffic junction. They add-
ed that despite the recent 
opening of the Margao 
Western bypass, traffic 
congestion persists as 
the number of students 
dropped off by cars contin-

ues to increase. It was also 
alleged that the vehicles of 
the teaching staff occupy 
parking spaces for extend-
ed periods, while foot-
ball matches at the parish 
grounds further compound 
the problem due to vehicles 
parked by the spectators.

STORM BREWS IN 
NAVELIM OVER SCHOOL 
EXTENSION PROPOSAL

Locals fear project will exacerbate the already acute 
traffic congestion; issue likely to feature at the gram 

sabha; NCCF submits letters of protest to multiple 
authorities including Education Director & panchayat

 Navelim Civic & Con-
sumer Forum highlighted 
daily traffic jams as a result 
of heavy student flow 
along narrow roads

 Situation acute around 
the Church of Our Lady of 
Rosary, Forum said

 Despite opening of  
Margao Western bypass, 
traffic congestion persists

 Vehicles of teaching 
staff fill parking spaces as 
also those of spectators 

during football matches at 
the parish grounds,  
aggravating the problem

 Panchayat kept gram 
sabha members in the 
dark, Forum alleged

 Govt depts granted 

permissions to educational 
institutions without  
considering basic infra-
structure requirements

  Forum urged panchayat 
not to grant permissions 
blindly

CONGESTION CONCERNS
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Government not  
to challenge

HC verdict on TCP
Act Sec 17 (2): Rane
Team Herald

PANJIM: Town and Country 
Planning Minister Vishwajit 
Rane on Saturday announced 
that the State government 
will not appeal against the 
High Court’s decision to strike 
down Section 17 (2) of the 
Town and Country planning 
(TCP) Act in the Supreme 
Court and instead, will frame 
new guidelines and rules in 
line with the suggestions.

The announcement comes 
two days after Rane's statement 
that the govt will challenge the 
judgment in the apex court.

*To set-up a meeting, contact Nisha : 90710 98881     admissions@stonehill.in

Student support
services

24-hour medical 
center

Caring house
parents

Wi-Fi enabled
campus

AC bedrooms with 
attached bathrooms

Spacious gymMulti-cuisine
cafeteria

Fun activities
on weekends

Stonehill International School is a premium International Baccalaureate (IB) Day and Boarding School 
in Bangalore. With students and teachers from over 35 countries, your child can now experience 
everything the world has to offer—within the comfort of our campus.

Spread across 34 acres of verdant countryside, we provide children with the amenities and 
opportunities they need to learn, grow, and transform into leaders of tomorrow.

th th27  -  29  March 2025  Vivanta Goa, PanajiAt

In the last fifteen years, Stonehill has nurtured confident and responsible 
global citizens - many of whom have been placed in some of the world's 
leading universities, such as Stanford, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 
UCLA, Dartmouth, Cambridge, and the London School of Economics (LSE).

Meet us for a face-to-face discussion*

MEET THE STONEHILL TEAM IN GOA

www.stonehill.in

B A N G A L O R E

YOUR SEARCH FOR 
AN INTERNATIONAL 
BOARDING SCHOOL 
ENDS HERE


