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AP, MOSCOW: Russian 
President Vladimir Putin 
and US President Donald 
Trump held a 50-minute 
phone call Saturday to dis-
cuss the escalating situa-
tion in the Middle East and 
Ukraine peace talks, Putin 
foreign affairs adviser Yuri 
Ushakov said. 

During the conversation, 
Putin briefed Trump on his 
recent talks with the lead-
ers of Iran and Israel and 
reiterated Russia's propos-
al to seek mutually accept-
able solutions on the Irani-
an nuclear issue.

“The dangerous esca-
lation of the situation 
in the Middle East was 
naturally at the cen-
tre of the exchange of 
opinions,” Ushakov told 
journalists following the 

conversation between 
Putin and Trump.

“Vladimir Putin, having 
condemned the military 
operation against Iran, ex-
pressed serious concern 

about the possible escala-
tion of the conflict,” he said, 
warning of “unpredictable 
consequences for the en-
tire situation in the Middle 
East.”

Putin also emphasised 
Russia's readiness to car-
ry out possible mediation 
efforts, and noted that 
Russia had proposed steps 
“aimed at finding mutual-
ly acceptable agreements” 
during US-Iran negotia-
tions on the Iranian nucle-
ar programme.

“Russia's principled 
approach and interest in 
the settlement remain un-
changed,” Ushakov said.

Trump described the 
regional situation as “very 
alarming,” Ushakov said, 
but acknowledged the 
“effectiveness” of Israel's 
strikes on targets in Iran.

The leaders did not rule 
out a possible return to ne-
gotiations on the Iranian 
nuclear programme, ac-
cording to Ushakov.

41 KILLED BY ISRAELI MILITARY IN GAZA
AFP, GAZA CITY: Gaza's civil defence agency reported 41 
people killed in Israeli military operations in the Palestin-
ian territory Saturday, more than half of whom it said 
were killed while waiting for aid. "Forty-one people were 
martyred due to the ongoing Israeli bombardment of the 
Gaza Strip, 23 of whom were waiting for aid," Moham-
mad al-Mughayyir, an official from the agency, told AFP. 
The Israeli military did not respond to AFP's request for 
comment. Israeli restrictions on media in Gaza and the 
difficulties of access on the ground mean AFP is unable 
to independently verify the casualty tolls provided by the 
civil defence agency. Central Gaza's Al-Awda hospital 
received eight bodies and 125 wounded after Israeli drone 
strikes targeted people gathering near an aid distribution 
centre near the Netzarim corridor, Mughayyir said. 

Putin, Trump discuss Middle East 
tensions, Ukraine on phone call

US-Iran nuclear 
talks in Oman 

cancelled
AFP, MUSCAT, OMAN: 
A sixth round of nuclear 
talks between Iran and 
the United States planned 
for this weekend has been 
cancelled, mediator Oman 
said Saturday, as Iran and 
Israel exchange massive 
strikes in their fiercest 
confrontation yet.

The talks on Iran's nuclear 
programme began in April, 
with US President Donald 
Trump threatening military 
action if diplomacy failed.

"The Iran US-talks sched-
uled to be held in Muscat 
this Sunday will not now 
take place," Omani Foreign 
Minister Badr Albusaidi 
said in a post on X.

According to Ushakov, 
Putin told Trump about 
the implementation of 
the agreements during 
peace talks in Istanbul 
between Russian and 
Ukrainian delegations, 
including the exchange 
of prisoners of war.

“Our president not-
ed that an exchange 
of prisoners of war is 

taking place, including 
seriously wounded and 
prisoners of war under 
25 years of age,” Ush-
akov said, along with 
expressing readiness to 
continue negotiations 
with the Ukrainians.

Trump, he said, “noted 
his interest in a speedy 
end to the Russian-Ukrain-
ian conflict.”

AFP, KYIV, UKRAINE: 
Ukraine and Russia con-
ducted another POW swap 
– the fourth one in a week 
– the warring sides said on 
Saturday, under agreements 
reached in Istanbul earlier 
this month.

"We continue to take 
our people out of Rus-
sian captivity. This is 
the fourth exchange in a 
week," Ukrainian Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelensky 
wrote on social media.

"In accordance with the 
Russian-Ukrainian agree-
ments... another group of 
Russian servicemen was 
returned from the territo-
ry controlled by the Kyiv 
regime," Russia's defence 
ministry said on Telegram.

Kyiv also said it had re-
ceived another batch of 1,200 
unidentified  bodies from 
Russia, which it said Russia 

claimed "belong to Ukrainian 
citizens, including military 
personnel," as part of the Is-
tanbul agreements as well.

Ukraine did not say 
whether it returned any 
bodies to Russia.

Photos published by 
Zelensky on Telegram 
showed men of various 
ages, mostly with shaved 

heads, wearing cam-
ouflage and draped in 
Ukrainian flags.

Some were injured, oth-
ers disembarked from bus-
es and hugged those wel-
coming them, or were seen 
calling someone by phone, 
sometimes covering their 
faces or smiling.

Moscow's defence min-

istry released its own 
video showing men in 
uniforms holding Russian 
flags, clapping and chant-
ing "Russia, Russia", "glo-
ry to Russia" and "hoo-
ray", some raising their 
fists in the air.

The exchange came as Rus-
sia repeatedly rejected cease-
fire calls and intensified its 
offensive along the front line, 
and especially in the north-
eastern Sumy region, where 
it seeks to establish a "buffer 
zone" to protect its Kursk re-
gion, previously partly occu-
pied by Ukraine.

Zelensky claimed Rus-
sia's advance on Sumy was 
stopped, adding that Kyiv's 
forces have managed to re-
take one village.

According to the Ukrain-
ian president, Russia was 
using 53,000 men in the 
Sumy operation.

Ukraine, Russia conduct another POW swap

 Ukrainian prisoners of war (POWs) following an exchange of 
prisoners at an undisclosed location in Ukraine

AFP, ALMATY, KAZAKH-
STAN: Russian nuclear 
energy giant Rosatom 
will lead the construction 
of the first atomic power 
plant in Kazakhstan, the 
world's top uranium pro-
ducer, the Central Asian 
country's authorities said 
on Saturday.

"Rosatom has been 
named as the leader of 
the international con-
sortium for the con-
struction of the first 
nuclear power plant in 
Kazakhstan," the former 
Soviet republic's nucle-
ar power agency said in 
a statement.

Kazakhstan, a vast re-
source-rich country in 
Central Asia, is currently 
the world's top uranium 
producer, providing 43 
percent of supplies.

The new power 
plant, whose construc-
tion was approved in 
a referendum in late 
2024, will be built near 
the half-abandoned 
village of Ulken near 
Balkhash Lake.

Russia to build 
Kazakhstan’s 
first nuclear 
power plant

AP, DEIR AL-BALAH 
(GAZA STRIP): At least 16 
Palestinians were killed in 
Israeli strikes on the Gaza 
Strip overnight and into 
Saturday, according to local 
health officials.

 The 20-month war with 
Hamas has raged on even 
as Israel has opened a new 
front with heavy strikes 
on Iran that sparked retal-
iatory drone and missile 
attacks.

Another 11 Palestini-
ans were killed overnight 
near food distribution 
points run by an Israeli-and 
US-supported humanitar-
ian group in the latest of 
almost daily shootings near 
the sites since they opened 
last month.

 Palestinian witnesses 
say Israeli forces have fired 
on the crowds, while the 
military says it has only 
fired warning shots near 
people it describes as sus-
pects who approached its 
forces.

The military did not im-
mediately respond to a 
request for comment on 

the latest shootings. The 
sites are located in military 
zones that are off limits to 
independent media.

The Gaza Humanitarian 
Foundation, a private con-
tractor that operates the 
sites, said they were closed 
Saturday. But witnesses 
said thousands had gath-
ered near the sites anyway, 
desperate for food as Isra-
el's blockade and military 
campaign have driven the 
territory to the brink of 
famine.

The al-Awda Hospi-
tal said it received eight 
bodies and at least 125 
wounded people from a 
shooting near a GHF site in 
central Gaza. 

Mohamed Abu Hussein, a 
resident of the built-up Bu-
reij refugee camp nearby, 
said Israeli forces opened 
fire toward the crowd 
about a kilometre from the 
food distribution point. He 
said he saw several people 
fall to the ground as thou-
sands ran away.

In the southern city of 
Khan Younis, the Nasser 

Hospital said it received 16 
dead, including five wom-
en, from multiple Israeli 
strikes late Friday and early 
Saturday.

 It said another three 
men were killed near two 
GHF aid sites in the south-
ernmost city of Rafah, now 
a mostly uninhabited mili-
tary zone.

Israel and the United 
States say the new system 
is intended to replace a 
UN-run network that has 
distributed aid across Gaza 
through 20 months of war. 
They accuse Hamas of si-
phoning off the aid and re-
selling it to fund its militant 
activities.

UN officials deny Ha-
mas has diverted signifi-
cant amounts of aid and 
say the new system is 
unable to meet mounting 
needs. They say the new 
system has militarised aid 
by allowing Israel to de-
cide who has access and 
by forcing Palestinians to 
travel long distances or re-
locate again after waves of 
displacement.

Israeli strikes on Gaza kill 16 
as war rages on after opening 

of new front with Iran
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