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I.N.D.I.A erupts over arrest of Kejriwal

PTI, NEW DELHI/CHEN-
N A I / T H I R U V A N A N -
THAPURAM: Enraged with 
the arrest of Aam Aadmi 
Party (AAP) leader and Del-
hi Chief Minister Arvind Ke-
jriwal by the Enforcement 
Directorate in the excise 
policy case on Thursday, the 
I.N.D.I.A alliance partners 
staged protest demonstra-
tions in various parts of the 
country against the BJP-led 
central government.In his �irst reaction a day 
after his arrest, Delhi Chief 
Minister Arvind Kejriwal has 
said that his life is dedicated 
to the nation. Responding 
to a question by reporters 
when he was being taken to 
court by the Enforcement 
Directorate, the AAP chief 
said in Hindi, "My life is ded-
icated to the country."

CPI(M), Cong protest 
in Kerala 

Kerala on Friday wit-
nessed widespread pro-
tests by activists of the 
ruling CPI(M) and the op-
position Congress against 
the arrest of Delhi Chief 
Minister Arvind Kejriwal 
by the ED, while the BJP de-
fended the action by saying 
violation of the law has its 
consequences.  

Slamming the BJP-led 
Centre for targeting the 
opposition party leaders, 
the CPI(M) held a pro-

test march in Kannur and 
party workers burnt an 
effigy of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi.   

The DYFI, the youth wing 
of the ruling CPI(M) and 
the Congress party also 
took out a protest march to 
the Raj Bhavan in the state 
capital against the arrest.   

Shortly after the arrest 
of Kejriwal by the Enforce-
ment Directorate in an al-
leged excise policy-linked 
money laundering case, the 
DYFI had staged a massive 
demonstration in the State 
capital late Thursday night.   

Team Herald

PANJIM: Neither the BJP 
or the Congress seem to be able to �ind a candidate for 
South Goa 

The name of the can-
didate for the South Goa 
Parliamentary constituen-cy did not �igure in BJP's  
third and fourth list, Nor 
did the Congress name its 
South Goa candidate. the Congress hasn't named its 
North Goa candidate either 

Last week, both, Chief 
Minister Pramod Sawant 
and and BJP State pres-
ident Sadanand Sheth 
Tanavade Tanavade had 
stated that the party’s can-
didate for the South Goa 

seat would be announced 
with next two days.

Tanavade had stated that 
deliberations were ongo-
ing in New Delhi regarding 
whether the candidate for 
South Goa seat will be a 
woman or a man.

Besides shortlisting three 
names, the BJP State unit 
has also submitted names 
of  women candidates. 

Meanwhile, the Congress 
Party is also yet to declare 
names of party candidates 
for the two seats in the State 
even as it released its third 
list of 57 candidates for Lok 
Sabha polls on Thursday.

Goa goes to polls in the 
third phase on May 7 while, the process of �iling nom-
ination papers will start 
from April 12. 

PTI, CHENNAI: Senior DMK 
leader K Ponmudy was on 
Friday sworn in as minister 
by Tamil Nadu Governor R 
N Ravi, a day after the Su-
preme Court’s nudge.

About three months af-
ter he lost his post follow-
ing his conviction by the 
Madras High Court on 19 
December 2023 in a dis-
proportionate assets case, 
Ponmudy is now again the 
Tamil Nadu Minister for 
Higher Education.

In a simple ceremony 
at the Raj Bhavan, Ravi 
administered the oath of of�ice and secrecy to Pon-
mudy in the presence of 
Chief Minister M K Stalin 
and a couple of other Minis-

ters including Udhayanidhi 
Stalin and Ma Subramanian.

Ponmudy was assigned 
higher education portfolio, which was brie�ly held by 
Backward Classes Minister 
R S Rajakannappan.

The subject of Khadi and 
Village Industries Board 
held previously by Raja-
kannappan has been re-
stored to him. R Gandhi had 
held the subject of Khadi 
in addition to his portfolio 
Handlooms and Textiles.

In December, conse-
quent to Ponmudy’s con-
viction portfolios were 
reshuffled.     Ponmudy’s 
swearing-in as minister 
marks the end of a face-off 
between Stalin and Ravi. 
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PANJIM: The Directorate 
of Enforcement (ED), Del-hi zonal of�ice conducted 
search operations under 
the provisions of Preven-
tion of Money Laundering 
Act (PMLA), 2002 at nine 
locations across Goa, Delhi 
and Mumbai on Thursday, 
in the case of M/s Dlehman 
Rea-IT Trade Pvt

Ltd, a private limited 
company involved in the 
legal, auditing and tax 
consultancy activities un-
der the directorship of 
Hariprasad Akaloo Paswan 

and Ramesh Yadav Kumar 
and controlled by Ajay Har-
inath Singh.

The ED initiated inves-
tigation on the basis of FIR 
registered by Delhi Police un-
der section 420 of IPC, 1860 
wherein it was alleged that 
M/s Dlehman Rea-IT Trade 
Pvt Ltd and others had fraud-
ulently transferred Rs 18 crore 
from the bank account of the 
M/s Vestige Marketing Private.

Limited (VMPL) into the 
accounts of M/s Dlehman 
Rea-IT Trade Pvt Ltd in the 
year 2020.

PTI, NEW YORK: Amid a 
string of tragic and con-
cerning incidents involving 
Indian students in the US, 
former CEO of PepsiCo Indra 
Nooyi has advised them to be 
“watchful”, respect local laws 
and urged them to not engage 
in drugs or excessive drinking 
to ensure their safety and se-
curity in this country.

Nooyi, considered 
among the most powerful and in�luential business ex-
ecutives globally, issued an 
over 10-minute long video 
advising Indian students 
coming to the US to stay 
safe and alert and to avoid 
activities that can land 
them in trouble. The vid-
eo was posted on X by the 

Consulate General of India 
in New York on Thursday.

“The reason I’m recording 
this video is to talk to all of 
you, all you young people 
who are looking to come 
to the United States or are 
here already pursuing your 
studies, because I’ve been 
reading and listening to all 
the news about several ex-
amples of Indian students �inding themselves in unfor-
tunate situations,” Nooyi, 68, 
said in the video.

“It’s up to you to make 
sure you do what it takes to 
remain safe.…stay within the 
law, do not venture out into 
dark places alone at night, do 
not engage in drugs or exces-
sive drinking,” she said.

ALFRED FERNANDES

SANGUEM: Barely four 
days before the code 
of conduct would come 
into effect, the founda-
tion stone to construct 
a road to the Kazugotto 
ward of Kavrem village 
was laid.  Villagers have 
been demanding this for 
over 10 years without 
any response.

The cries of the largely 
tribal inhabitants of this 

village fell on deaf ears for 
the last more than a dec-

ade. The road construc-
tion has been tendered 

for a whopping Rs. 5.71 
crore which could have 
been constructed for a far 

lower cost if it was done 
10 years back.

PTI, NEW DELHI: A court 
here on Friday sent Delhi 
Chief Minister Arvind Ke-
jriwal to the Enforcement 
Directorate’s (ED) custody 
till March 28, a day after 
his arrest in the excise pol-
icy-linked money launder-
ing case. 
Kejriwal ‘key conspirator’

During the hearing for 
remand, the ED said that 
Kejriwal — the AAP’s na-
tional convener — was a 
“key conspirator” in the ex-
cise policy scam case along 

with other ministers and 
party leaders.

“Arvind Kejriwal used his 
position as the chief min-
ister of Delhi to commit a 
money laundering offence and bene�it his party - the 
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) - 
of which he is the nation-
al convener, making him 
and the party liable to be 
prosecuted,” the ED said on Friday, while de�ining AAP 
as a “company” under the 
Prevention of Money Laun-
dering Act (PMLA).

Javed Miandad 
praises Dawood 

Ibrahim
AGENCIES, NEW DELHI: 
Having family ties with 
Dawood Ibrahim is an ‘hon-
our’ for Javed Miandad, with Pakistan's former cricket 
captain also describing the 
fugitive underworld don as 
someone who has ‘done a 
lot for Muslims.’

“I have known him for a 
long time, from Dubai. It 
is an honour for me that 
his daughter married my 
son. My daughter-in-law 
is very well-educated; 
she studied in a convent 
school and went to a re-
nowned university,” the 
cricket great told Paki-
stani journalist Hassan Nisar on the latter's You-
Tube channel.

Foundation stone laid for 5.71 cr road in Kavrem, 
4 days before the model code of conduct

Villagers of the remote Kazugotto ward of Kavrem village have been demanding this road for 10 years; 
in January an elderly resident of this village lost his life because the ambulance couldn’t reach him
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WHERE IMAGINATION TAKES FORM

Team Herald

SANGUEM:  Although ChiefMinister Pramod Sawant de-clared that the State hadspent over Rs 20,000 croreon roads in the last yearswhile inaugurating the newZuari Bridge, roads in inte-rior Goa do not allow ambu-lances to reach the poor.On Tuesday, 62-year-oldPaik Gaonkar from Kazu-gotta, Sanguem, who suf-fered a heart attack, couldnot reach the nearest hospi-tal in time, because the am-bulance could not reach his

house dueto the badroad. The108 ambu-l a n c es t o p p e dtwo-and-a-half kilo-m e t r e saway fromPaik Gaonkar’s house andthe driver said that it couldnot go further due to thebad condition of the un-tarred road. The ambulancedid not have a stretcher ei-ther. So the family membersof Gaonkar had to wrap him in a blanket and carry himfor two-and-a-half kilome-tres to the ambulance. Before Gaonkar couldreach the hospital, hepassed away and was de- clared brought dead by doc-tors on arrival to the hospi-tal. The excruciating ordeal was not over for the familymembers yet. When the am-bulance ferried the body
back, it again stopped two-and-a-half kilometres due tothe non-asphalted road andthe family members had toagain carry Gaonkar’s bodyin a blanket.

This is happening in Goawhere a lavish one of itskind revolving restaurantand art gallery will adorn

Also in our Republic: A 62-yr-old dies as an ambulance

doesn’t have a road to reach his Sanguem home

62-year-old Paik Gaonkar of rural Kazugotta, Sanguem couldn’t reach the hospital in time since the ambulance

couldn't get there; earlier, CM announced that his govt had spent over Rs 20,000 cr on roads and bridges

Deceased Paik
Gaonkar

The untarred Karla road which

proved fatal for Paik Gaonkar

THE EXCRUCIATING ORDEAL

8On Tuesday, 62-year-old Paik Gaonkar from

Kazugotta suffered a heart attack, could not

reach the nearest hospital in time, because

the ambulance could not reach his house due

to the bad road

8The 108 ambulance stopped two-and-a-

half kilometres away from Gaonkar’s house

8The driver said that it could not go further

due to the bad condition of the untarred road

8The ambulance did not have a 

stretcher either

8Gaonkar’s family members had to wrap

him in a blanket and carry him for two-

and-a-half kilometres to the ambulance 

8Before Gaonkar could reach the

hospital, he passed away and was

declared brought dead by doctors

8When the ambulance ferried the body

back, it again stopped two-and-a-half

kilometres due to the non-asphalted road

and the family members had to again

carry Gaonkar’s body in a blanket

Many rural villages have no roads –these

include ladke, Kerim and Kazugotta to name a

few. This is the fate of rural folks even though Goa

was liberated in 1961. We have no accessibility even

after liberation. Rs 250 crore, which is allocated by

the Central Government for tribal development, is

being used for other purposes. Why can’t tribal

funds be used for the welfare of tribals?

— Rama Kankonkar, ribal leader
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PONDA: Kaavi artist SagarNaik Mule from Adpoi-Ponda has received a spe-cial invitation from theMinistry of Defence to at-tend the Republic Day Func-tion on January 26 in Delhi.Sagar was earlier appreci-ated by Prime MinisterNarendra Modi during the‘Mann Ki Baat’ programmefor reviving the Kaavi art inthe temples of Goa which wasalmost on verge of extinction.Sagar, who is in Delhi, said he feels proud that hewill attend the Republic Day function on KartavyaPath, New Delhi.

AGENCIES, NEW DELHI:The Supreme Court onThursday expressed the in-tention to frame guidelinesto ensure that investigationof cases involving the Direc-torate of Enforcement (ED)and the officials of a StateGovernment take placefairly and transparently.While offenders shouldnot go scot-free, vindictivearrests and mala-fidewitch-hunting should alsonot take place, the Courtobserved, saying that it isproposing to evolve amechanism which canapply pan-India. A bench comprising Jus-tices Surya Kant and KVViswanathan was hearinga writ petition filed by theED seeking to transfer theinvestigation of the briberycase against ED officerAnkit Tiwari from theTamil Nadu Directorate ofVigilance and Anti-Corrup-tion to the Central Bureauof Investigation (CBI). The bench issued noticeto the State of Tamil Nadu,seeking its response to thepetition and posted thematter after two weeks. TheCourt directed the TNDVACto not proceed with the in-vestigation against Tiwariin the meantime. The Stateagency should also sharewith the court all materialscollected so far in the case,the Court directed further.When the matter wastaken, Solicitor General of

India Tushar Mehta, ap-pearing for the ED clarifiedthat the agency was notsupporting the officer im-plicated in the bribery casebut wanted a fair andproper investigation intothe matter. The SG complained thatthe Tamil Nadu Police wasnot sharing the FIRs of thescheduled offences, thereby

stalling the ED investigationin money laundering casesagainst many State officials.He submitted that the Stateagency, under the guise ofinvestigating the caseagainst Tiwari, raided theED office and seized severalunconnected files, whichare relevant in cases againstmany ministers, who areunder the ED’s scanner.Senior Advocate Kapil Sibalappearing for the State, de-nied these allegations.“The larger issue of bestpractices, considering thefederal nature of the coun-try… we will evolve a mech-anism. You should sittogether and give sugges-tions, Justice Viswanathantold both the lawyers. Whileagreeing with the judge,Sibal said that the federalstructure of the country isbeing jeopardised."Justice Surya Kant, refer-ring to an order passed bythe Madras High Court re-jecting CBI probe in the caseagainst Tiwari, said, “Theway the PIL was filed, theway the High Court enter-tained it and passed theorder, we don’t want tocomment on it now. Butthere is something whichcan be said about bothsides. Better you come upwith solutions, otherwisewe will find out. The matterneeds to be probed in atransparent manner.”

Team Herald

VERNA: There was aminor scare as a gas leak-age was reported at VernaIndustrial Estate onThursday morning. Theleakage occurred near theMonginis factory at Vernawhile workers were dig-ging the area to lay cables.The emergency wasimmediately reported tothe Fire and EmergencyServices (FES) Verna.The cause of the leakedgas stemmed from adamaged pipeline dur-ing excavation.

AGENCIES,  VILNIUS: Anastronomical 26 billionrecords of leaked, breach,and sold data has been dis-covered on the web—andit’s likely your informationis caught up in the mix.
Discovered by cybersecu-rity researcher Bob Dy-achenko ofSecurityDiscovery.com andthe team at Cybernews.com,news released about thismassive collection of userslogins and personally iden-tifiable information (PII).The set spans a whopping12 terabytes (TB) of data,with Cybernews calling itthe ‘mother of all breaches’.Currently, researchers be-lieve that most of the infor-mation comes from knownsources—but they also sus-pect new, unpublished dataare very likely part of thecompilation. Duplicate datais likely mixed in as well. Forcomparison, Cybernews’own data leak checker con-tains 15 billion records.With such a large data setnow public (and especially

one that contains so muchsensitive data), existing on-line security threats couldbecome worse. For starters,increased attempts at iden-tity theft become a possibil-ity. Credential-stuffingattacks could rise, too.That’s where bad actorstake known passwords andtheir associated email ad-dresses, try that combina-tion across the web, and seewhat accounts they can getinto. If you reuse passwords(or use similar passwords),an attacker could end uptaking over an extremelyvital or sensitive account.You can check to see ifyou’ve been caught up inthe breached data throughservices like Have I BeenPwned and Cybernews’own lookup. However, any-one with a weak, reused, orunchanged password aftera leak or a breach is at risk.What you should do: Useunique, strong, and randompasswords for your accounts,especially for vital ones(email, financial, school, etc)and those containing per-sonal information.

PRATIK PARAB

MAYEM (GOA): The peopleof Mayem fought and wonthe legal battle against exces-sive and dangerous miningtransport and had to fightagain, as even the wheels ofjustice couldn’t stop all thewheels of the mining trucks.

But they now have biggerproblems to deal with.Even as the villagers ofMayem were up in armsagainst the uncontrolled min-

ing transport, the leaseholdergot an environmental clear-ance for enhanced mining ac-tivities in the tiny village.With narrow roads and oldhouses all along the roads,Mayem has been sufferingdue to the mining trans-portation activities for years.Several requests, memoran-dums and protests by vil-lagers who opposed thetransportation of orethrough the village fell ondeaf ears.In 2020 haphazard ore lo-gistics of high tonnage trucksstarted through the heart ofthe village. This forced thevillages to approach HighCourt for relief which Mayemgot just a week ago.However, it is said that by

the time the verdict was deliv-ered the mining companiescommenced a blitzkrieg oftransportation moving 250 to300 trucks laden with orethrough the small peacefulvillage. Sakharam Pednekar,representative of the MulakhAssociation of Mayem said,“The damage is already done.But it is surprising how all theauthorities turned a blind eyeto their own set rules of not

permitting ore transportationthrough village localities.” It may be recalled that sev-eral villagers prominentlyMayemkars had filed theirobjections before the author-ities in the public hearingthat was held on August 11,2023. Villagers say that not asingle suggestion or objec-tion has been considered. 

Minor scare as gas
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ROAD TO NOWHERE
Kazugotto ward in 
Kavrem in Sanguem 
has been cut off  from 
public transport for 
a decade

Students and offi  cegoers 
had to face the ordeal of 
walking for a fair distance

It was painful for the 
elderly to even think of 

stepping out

The demand for a road to 
connect their ward has had 
no takers

In Oct 2023, the lone 
culvert that connected the 
residential area of the vil-
lage to the road got washed 
away, making it even more 
precarious
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ED raids several locations 
in Goa, Mumbai and Delhi 

in Rs 18 crore fraud 
by tax consultancy fi rm
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South Goa candidate not visible 
in both BJP and Cong latest lists

INDIA Bloc partners AAP, Congress, CPI-M, DMK stage protest demonstration in various 

parts of the country; term arrest of Kejriwal as ‘murder of democracy’
Court sends Kejriwal 
to 6 days ED custody

Delhi Minister Atishi with AAP 
workers being detained during a 
protest at ITO against the arrest of 
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal by 
the ED on Friday

Congress leader Shashi Tharoor and other leaders participate 
in a protest march to Raj Bhavan against the arrest of 
Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal, in Thiruvananthapuram, 
Kerala, on Friday

Dayanidhi Maran with other leaders and workers of Dravida 
Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK) during a protest in Chennai against 
the recent arrest of Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal by the 
Enforcement Directorate (ED), on Friday 

PTIPTI

PTI

‘LAW DOESN’T BAR 
ARRESTED PERSON FROM 

CONTINUING AS CM’
PTI, NEW DELHI: Arvind 
Kejriwal can continue 
as Delhi chief minister 
post his arrest by the 
Enforcement Directorate 
in an excise policy-linked 
money laundering case 
as there is no bar under 
the law which prohibits 
an arrested person from 
holding the post, a legal 
expert said.
“There is no bar in law on a 
person continuing as chief 
minister once arrested,” 
senior advocate Gopal 
Sankaranarayanan said.
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PTI, NEW DELHI: Delhi 
Cabinet ministers Ati-
shi and Saurabh Bha-
radwaj were detained 
here on Friday as AAP 
leaders staged a pro-
test against the BJP 
over the arrest of Chief 
Minister Arvind Kejri-
wal by the Enforcement 
Directorate in the excise 
policy case.

Atishi and Saurabh 
Bharadwaj detained

Indra Nooyi advises Indian 

students in US to be ‘watchful’

Ponmudy sworn-in as 
minister after SC nudge

BJP State president  
Sadanand Tanavade had 
stated that deliberations 

were ongoing in New 
Delhi regarding whether 
the candidate for South 

Goa seat will be a woman 
or a man

The Congress Party is also 
yet to declare names of 
party candidates for the 

two seats in the State 
even as it released 

its third list of 57 candi-
dates for Lok Sabha polls 

on Thursday
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EMOTIONAL OUTPOUR: AAP workers raise slogans during a protest at ITO against the arrest of Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal by 
the Enforcement Directorate (ED) in the money laundering case linked to alleged irregularities in the scrapped Delhi excise policy 
2021-22, in New Delhi, on Friday

PTI


