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PTI, KOTTAYAM (KER-
ALA):  A 52-year-old wom-
an died and three others, 
including a child, were 
injured after a part of the 
Government Medical Col-
lege Hospital in Kottayam 
collapsed on Thursday, po-
lice said.

The opposition UDF 
mounted pressure on 
Health Minister Veena 
George to resign and also 
sought a judicial inquiry 
into the incident.

The woman has been 
identified as Bindu from 
Thalayolaparambu. She 
was pulled out from the de-
bris more than two hours 
later and was declared 
dead.

The injured --11-year-
old Aleena, Amal Pradeep 
(20), and Jinu Saji (38)-
-were admitted to the 
casualty department short-
ly after the incident. All 
admitted patients are safe, 
the hospital authorities 
said.

Bindu had come to the 
hospital with her daughter, 
who is being treated there.

The injured child, Alee-
na, from Meenangadi in 
Wayanad, had been stand-
ing next to her grandmoth-
er, who was undergoing 
treatment in Ward 10.

The toilet complex ad-
jacent to wards 10, 11, 
and 14 at Kottayam Gov-
ernment Medical College 
collapsed while the hos-
pital was in the process of 
fully shifting operations 
to the newly constructed 
surgical block built with 
KIIFB funds, said Medi-
cal College Principal Dr 
Varghese P Punnoose in a 
statement.

Currently, patients from 
the affected upper wards 
are being shifted to other 
areas. ICU, operation thea-
tres, and other facilities are 
also being relocated to the 
newly constructed surgical 
block. This process is being 
carried out on a war foot-
ing, Punnoose said.

He said that entry from 
wards 11 and 14 to this 
toilet complex had already 
been completely restricted 
and that the area was not in 
current use.

Health Minister Veena 
George and Cooperation 
Minister V N Vasavan vis-
ited the site soon after the 
incident.

They claimed that the 
damaged section was an 
old, disused toilet area in 
a block that housed three 
wards.

One of the women dis-

One dead, 3 injured after hospital 
building collapses in Kottayam

puted the minister's claim 
and said it was not an un-
used area. "No one told us 
not to use the toilets there," 
she told reporters.

The opposition Congress 
party accused the minis-
ters of trying to downplay 
the seriousness of the ac-
cident.


