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TREACHEROUS TREK

Pilgrims being assisted to cross the stretch after road was blocked by debris and stones at Munkatiya sliding zone 
due to a landslide triggered by rains near Sonprayag en route to the Kedarnath temple, in Rudraprayag district, 
Uttarakhand, on Thursday. The Kedarnath Yatra has been temporarily halted

PTI

Team Herald

PANJIM/MARGAO: Un-
yielding rainfall continued 
to drench various parts 
of Goa on Thursday, lead-
ing to extensive waterlog-
ging and damage across 
the state. According to the 
India Meteorological De-
partment (IMD), Panjim 
recorded 2.1 inches of rain, 
while Mopa Airport saw 1.8 
inches between 8:30 am  
and 5:30 pm.

In South Goa, the Paro-
da Bridge was submerged, 
severely inconvenienc-
ing residents of Paroda 
and neighbouring areas. 
Shockingly, no police or 
traffic personnel were 
present at the site, and 
barricades were absent, 
leaving vehicles dan-
gerously exposed to the 
flooded bridge. 

Locals have condemned 
the administration for fail-
ing to safeguard public 
safety during these critical 

conditions. Water intrusion 
has affected several homes 
in the area.

Social activist Vishal 
Desai said, “This flooding 
occurs every year. Despite 
numerous videos circu-
lating on social media, the 
government remains in-
active. We are repeatedly 
promised solutions, but 
nothing has been done. 
The authorities will only 
wake up once the bridge  
finally collapses.”

Local resident Savio Al-
phonso added, “The bridge 
is very old, dating back to 
the Portuguese era. There’s 
a school and a church near-
by, making this situation all 
the more critical. Despite 
repeated assurances, no 
real solution has been im-
plemented.”

Heavy flooding was also 
reported at the low-lying 
Seraulim bypass, affecting 
adjacent fields. Sarpanch 
Leslie Dourado pointed 
out that garbage dumping 

in the area exacerbates 
the problem, resulting in 
the bypass being closed 
for nearly six months 
annually. Although Be-
naulim MLA Venzy Viegas 
and railway officials in-
spected the site months 
ago, no lasting solution  
has emerged.

Meanwhile, a report 
from Margao noted urgent 
government action follow-
ing heavy flooding along 
the Paroda-Quepem road, 
which disrupted traffic 
and endangered public 
safety. South Goa Col-
lector Egna Cleetus, IAS, 
Chairperson of the District 
Disaster Management Au-
thority (DDMA), invoked 
Section 33 of the Disaster 
Management Act, 2005, 
directing the Public Works 
Department (PWD) and 
Electricity Department to 
take immediate remedial 
measures.

Relentless rains batter 
Goa, daily life disrupted

BAMBOLIM

PANJIM

PARODA

Flooded roads, submerged bridges and property damage across the State, on Thursday, expose 
cracks in infrastructure and disaster readiness

Team Herald

PANJIM: The Directorate 
of Education, Goa, has de-
clared a holiday for all 
schools across the State 
on Friday, July 4, 2025, in 
light of a forecast of heavy 
to extremely heavy rainfall 
issued by the India Meteor-
ological Department (IMD).

A circular issued by the 
Directorate stated, “In view 

of the incessant rain and the 
alert issued by the Indian 
Meteorological Department, 
Goa Centre, predicting 
heavy to extremely heavy 
rainfall across the State of 
Goa, and keeping in mind 
the safety of young children 
in schools, the competent 
authority has decided to 
declare a holiday on Friday, 
4th July 2025, for all schools 
in the State of Goa.”

The circular further clari-
fied that the holiday applies 
to both students and teach-
ers. However, teachers who 
are deputed for training 
must report for their sched-
uled training sessions.

Students have been ad-
vised to stay indoors and 
avoid venturing into risky 
areas such as flooded streets, 
riversides, and other poten-
tially hazardous locations.

Schools to remain closed today

Cont on Pg 11 >>

Portuguese football 
star Diogo Jota, his  

brother, killed in car 
crash in Spain

AP, MADRID: Liverpool player Diogo 
Jota and his brother were killed in a 
car accident in Spain when the Lam-
borghini they were in veered off a 
road and burst into flames, police said 
Thursday.

The Spanish Civil Guard confirmed 
to The Associated Press that the 
28-year-old Jota and his 25-year-old 
brother, André Silva, were found dead 
near the north-western city of Zamora.

Police were investigating the causes 
of the accident that hap-
pened past midnight lo-
cal time. They said there 
were no other vehicles 
involved. The bodies 
were undergoing foren-
sic analysis.

Firefighters 
were called in 
as the fire 
s p r e a d 
into the 
nearby 
v e g e -
tation, 
author-
ities said. 

More on Pg 14 >>

AUGUSTO RODRIGUES

PANJIM: With the land-
mark High Court ruling 
cancelling the Outline De-
velopment Plans (ODPs) 
in the five villages of Cal-
angute, Candolim, Parra, 
Arpora and Nagoa now in 
the public domain, the big-
gest question on everyone’s 
mind is — how much land 
in these five villages will 
now need to revert to the 
Regional Plan 2021 as per 
the court’s judgment?

A preliminary investiga-
tion by O Heraldo shows 
that the reversion sword 
hangs over 1,071 prop-
erties — spread across 
883 survey numbers — in 
multiple villages, includ-
ing Arpora, Nagoa, Par-
ra, Calangute, Candolim,  
and Marna.

However, the judgment, 
delivered by Justices 
Bharati Dangre and Nive-
dita P Mehta on June 23, 
has granted a four-week 
stay on implementing the 

order, effectively giving 
the Town and Country 
Planning (TCP) Depart-
ment time to move the  
Supreme Court.

Documents reviewed by 
O Heraldo reveal 142 new 

zones were added in the 
December 2022 ODP with-
out adherence to either 
RP 2021 or the previous 
ODP 2020. Additionally, 
235 plots were rezoned 
without public objections  

being filed.
“The judgment was per-

fect. This is how our land 
use decisions should have 
been made. Advocate Nor-
ma Alvares’s presentation 
was excellent. Based on this 

judgment, we will be able to 
save what little is left of our 
once-green Goa,” said An-
tonio de Souza, a resident  
of Candolim.

“The government ini-
tially challenged the High 
Court ruling in the Su-
preme Court but was di-
rected to return to the 
High Court. It’s a 118-page 
order, and while I haven’t 
read it in full, it clearly in-
dicates who benefits and 
who doesn’t,” said Joseph 
Sequeira, former Sarpanch 
of Calangute Panchayat 
and a petitioner in the case.

“This judgment is a 
blessing in disguise — not 
just for Calangute and Si-
olim, but all of Goa. You 
can’t promote tourism 
while destroying our green 
spaces. The Goa Founda-
tion deserves credit for 
another successful fight,” 
said Balbhim Malvankar, 
an environmental activist  
from Vagator.

1K PROPERTIES MAY REVERT 
TO RP ’21 AFTER HC ORDER 
O Heraldo investigation shows how agricultural land, mangroves, No 

Development Slopes (NDS) were all fodder for the land conversion mill

Official data indicates that 159,477 sq m of tenanted land had been con-
verted from RP 2021 to the 2025 ODP in Calangute, Candolim, Arpora, 
Nagoa, and Parra, with Arpora alone accounting for 70,593 sq m.
Breakdown by village  
(tenanted land):
Calangute: 20,743 sq m
Candolim: 23,735 sq m
Nagoa: 35,655 sq m
Parra: 8,751 sq m

Another, 95,610 sq m of No Development 
Slope were converted in the 2025 ODP:

The plan shows unauthorised 
changes in ecologically sensitive 
areas. Conversion of mangrove 
zones was recorded in:
Calangute: 290 sq m
Candolim: 8,000 sq m

Arpora: 26,740 sq m
Parra: 25,672 sq m
Calangute: 15,790 sq m 

LAND THAT WAS PULLED FROM  
UNDER OUR FEET — ALMOST

The judgment highlights the conversion of 
96,582 square metres of agricultural land 
(non-tenanted) to settlement zones:

Candolim: 8,480 sq m
Nagoa: 19,900 sq m

Calangute: 17,580 sq m
Candolim: 37,420 sq m
Arpora: 35,710 sq m
Parra: 4,900 sq m

The judgment was perfect. This is how 
our land use decisions should have 

been made. Advocate Norma Alvares’s 
presentation was excellent. Based on this 
judgment, we will be able to save what 
little is left of our once-green Goa
– Antonio De Souza, Candolim resident

The government initially challenged the 
High Court ruling in the Supreme Court but 

was directed to return to the High Court. It’s a 
118-page order, and while I haven’t read it in full, 
it clearly indicates who benefits and who doesn’t
– Joseph Sequeira, former Sarpanch of 
Calangute Panchayat 

This judgment is a blessing in disguise — not 
just for Calangute and Siolim, but all of Goa. 

You can’t promote tourism while destroying our 
green spaces. The Goa Foundation deserves 
credit for another successful fight
– Balbhim Malvankar, an environmental  
activist from Vagator

Cont on Pg 11 >>
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MARGAO: Nearly a month after 
the Pai Tiatrist Auditorium and 
the Black Box Theatre at the Mar-
gao Ravindra Bhavan were shut 
due to leaks and collapse of parts 
of the false ceiling, work on the 
repairs is yet to start, leaving the 
tiatr community in a limbo.

With the tendering process for 
the work still incomplete, artists 
and tiatr enthusiasts have accused 
the government of apathy toward 
Goa’s cultural sphere.

The auditorium, considered a 
cultural hub for tiatr performanc-
es, was initially closed for roof re-
pairs. However, subsequent dam-
age to the false ceiling rendered 
the venue unfit for use, leaving 
tiatrists without a viable stage in 
the Margao area. The prolonged 
shutdown has led to cancellation 
of shows, financial setbacks, and 
disruption of the tiatr calendar, 
prompting sharp criticism from 
within the community.

Well-known tiatrist Pascoal de Chi-
calim urged Chief Minister Sawant to 
intervene. “The government should 
have shown serious interest in re-

solving this issue. The tiatr commu-
nity has been facing hardships, and 
the repair work should have been 
prioritised,” he said.

He further questioned the au-
thorities’ commitment to pre-
serving Goa’s cultural heritage. 
“Despite our contributions, we’re 
treated as though we don’t matter. 
This clearly shows a lack of re-
spect and support.”

Anthony Fernandes, a tiatr en-
thusiast from Fatorda, echoed 
similar concerns. “The govern-
ment is aware of the situation, but 
no action has been taken. If this 
issue affected another sector, re-
pairs would have started long ago. 
It’s clear that tiatr and its support-
ers are not a priority,” he said.

Despite our 
contributions, we’re 

treated as though we 
don’t matter. This clearly 
shows a lack of respect 
and support… The 
government should have 
shown serious interest in 
resolving this issue. The 
tiatr community has been 
facing hardships, and the 
repair work should have 
been prioritized
– Pascoal de Chicalim, 
tiatrist

 The government is 
aware of the 

situation, but no action 
has been taken. If this 
issue affected another 
sector, repairs would have 
started long ago. It’s clear 
that tiatr and its 
supporters are not a 
priority
– Anthony Fernandes, 
tiatr enthusiast
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PTI, NEW DELHI: India's 
population is estimated to 
reach 1.46 billion in 2025, 
continuing to be the high-
est in the world, according 
to a new UN demographic 
report, which also revealed 
the country's total fertility 
rate has fallen below the re-
placement rate.

UNFPA's 2025 State of 
World Population (SOWP) 
Report, The Real Fertility 
Crisis, calls for a shift from 
panic over falling fertility 
to addressing unmet repro-
ductive goals.

Millions of people are not 
able to realise their real fer-
tility goals, it asserts.

This is the real crisis, not 
underpopulation or over-
population, and the answer 
lies in greater reproductive 
agency - a person's ability 
to make free and informed 
150 per cent choices about 
sex, contraception and 
starting a family, it says.

The report also reveals 
key shifts in population 
composition, fertility, and 
life expectancy, signal-
ling a major demographic 
transition.

The report found that In-
dia's total fertility rate has 
declined to 1.9 births per 
woman, falling below the 

replacement level of 2.1.
This means that, on av-

erage, Indian women are 
having fewer children than 
needed to maintain the 
population size from one 
generation to the next, 
without migration.

Despite the slowing birth 
rate, India's youth popu-

lation remains significant, 
with 24 per cent in the age 
bracket of 0-14, 17 per cent 
in 10-19, and 26 per cent  
in 10-24.

The country's 68 per 
cent of the population is of 
working age (15-64).

India’s population touches 1.46 b

even as fertility rate drops: UN 
SIZE MATTERS

Population Size  
& Growth:

 Current Population: 

~1.464 billion
 Expected to peak at 

~1.7 billion by ~2065, 

then decline
 Population Doubling 

Time: ~79 years (slowing)

Total Fertility Rate (TFR): 

1.9 births/woman – (Below the replacement level of 2.1)

Historical Comparison:

  ~6 children/woman in 1960     ~5 in 1970

Demographic  
Composition:
Youth Population:

 0–14 years: 24%
 10–19 years: 17%

 10–24 years: 26%

Working-Age Population 

(15–64): 68%—potential 

demographic dividend

Elderly (65+): 7% – 

projected to increase with 

higher life expectancy

Life Expectancy (2025):

 Men: 71 years
 Women: 74 years

Cont on Pg 11 >>

FIERY CRISIS ON HIGH SEAS

The Indian Coast Guard and Navy are trying to douse the fire on the Singapore-flagged container ship MV Wan Hai 503, which is 

approximately 78 nautical miles off Beypore port in Kerala, on Tuesday. Eighteen crew members have been rescued, while four 

remain missing

AFP

More on Pg 7 >>
US Embassy 

warns Indians 
after video of 
cuffed student
AGENCY, NEW DELHI: 
The United States Embas-
sy in India has issued a 
strong advisory to Indian 
nationals travelling to the 
US, cautioning against visa 
misuse and illegal entry. 
The statement came in 
the wake of a viral video 
showing an Indian student 
being detained in hand-
cuffs at Newark Liberty 
International Airport in  
New Jersey.

The embassy's adviso-
ry, posted on social media 
platform X (formerly Twit-
ter), stated:  “The United 
States continues to wel-
come legitimate travelers 
to our country. However, 
there is no right to visit the 
United States. We cannot 
and will not tolerate illegal 
entry, abuse of visas, or the 
violation of US law.”

The video that triggered 
the statement was first 
shared by Indian-Amer-
ican entrepreneur Kunal 
Jain. It shows a distressing 
scene in which a young 
Indian student is forcibly 
held down by US authori-
ties — his hands and legs 
restrained, and at least 
two officers seen pressing 
their knees into his back.

“I witnessed a young 
Indian student being de-
ported from Newark Air-
port last night — hand-
cuffed, crying, treated 
like a criminal. He came 
chasing dreams, not caus-
ing harm,” Jain wrote. 
“As an NRI, I felt helpless 
and heartbroken. This is 
a human tragedy.” He has 
called upon the Indian Em-
bassy to look into the mat-
ter and ensure support for 
the student.

Team Herald

PANJIM: In an extraordi-
nary general body meet-
ing held on Sunday, As-
sistência Goa unanimously 
resolved to request the 
Missionaries of Charity to 
reconsider their decision 
to shut down the home 
for the destitute at St Inez,  
Panjim.

The charity organisation 
has faced sharp public crit-
icism after the Missionar-
ies of Charity vacated the 
premises on April 28, end-
ing over 49 years of service 

at the location. The reli-
gious order cited a sharp 
decline in vocations as the 
reason for being unable to 
continue its work at the 
home.

Following the closure, 44 
residents from the St Inez 
facility were relocated to 
other Missionaries of Char-
ity homes in Carambolim, 
Quepem, and Cotto-de-Fa-
torpa.

Amid interest from sev-
eral NGOs to take over op-
erations at the now-vacant 
facility, Assistência Goa 
convened its members and 

passed a unanimous reso-
lution to approach the Mis-
sionaries of Charity.

“The general body has 
decided to write to the 
Missionaries of Charity 
requesting to reconsider 
its decision. We will talk 
to them,” said one of the  
members.

When asked whether the 
applications from NGOs 
wishing to manage the fa-
cility were considered, the 
member added, “We will 
think of it only after receiv-
ing the reply from the Mis-
sionaries of Charity.”

Assistência Goa urges Missionaries 

of Charity to reopen St Inez home

Cont on Pg 11 >>
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PANJIM: The Anti-Nar-
cotics Cell (ANC) of the 
Goa Police has arrested 
three Swedish nationals 
for allegedly possessing 
a substantial quantity of 
illegal narcotics, with an 
estimated street value of  
Rs 2.59 crore.

According to officials, 
the accused were found in 
possession of 24.8 grams 
of LSD in liquid form, 70 
LSD blotter papers, 49.3 
grams of liquid ketamine 
and 1.5 grams of keta-
mine powder. The oper-
ation marks a significant 
seizure in the State’s on-
going efforts to curb the  

drug menace.
Preliminary investiga-

tions have revealed that 
the foreign nationals had 
been residing in Goa for 
approximately two years 
without valid travel or res-
idential documentation, in-
dicating serious violations 
of Indian immigration laws 
in addition to offences un-
der the Narcotic Drugs and 
Psychotropic Substances 
(NDPS) Act.

The arrested individu-
als have been identified 
as Andreas Lorenzo Calic 
(39), Sami Antero Hilden 
Tanskanen (36) and Joel 
Emmanuel Carlstrom (33). 

3 Swedes arrested 

with LSD, Ketamine 

worth Rs 2.6 cr

Cont on Pg 11 >>
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PANJIM: The High Court 
of Bombay at Goa on 
Tuesday directed the 
Public Works Department 
(PWD) to address the se-
vere water shortage in 
Usgao, Ponda taluka, and 
resolve the issue within 
10 days. The order came 
during a hearing of a pub-
lic interest litigation (PIL) 
filed by Rohan Naik, who 
highlighted the acute wa-
ter scarcity faced by Us-
gao residents.

Naik’s petition, sup-
ported by a February 

21, 2025, O Heraldo 
report submitted to 
the court, detailed the 
plight of villagers. Ad-
vocate Shane Coutinho, 
representing Naik, filed 
an additional affidavit 
stating that in several 
wards of Ganjem-Usgao 
village panchayat, drink-
ing water is supplied 
for less than 30 minutes 
daily. In some wards, res-
idents rely on bore wells 
and lack access to treat-
ed water. Naik also not-
ed that interior areas do 
not receive water from 
the Opa treatment plant, 

with no action taken by 
authorities to address 
these hardships.

Naik urged the court to 
direct the PWD to supply 
treated water to wards 

2, 3, 7, 8, 9, 10, and 11 
of Usgao, which has 11 
wards in total. The divi-
sion bench, comprising 
Justices Bharati Dangre 
and Nivedita P Meh-
ta, acknowledged the 

grievances, supported 
by newspaper clippings 
annexed to the affidavit. 
The court took the addi-
tional affidavit on record.

High Court directs PWD to resolve 

Usgao water crisis in 10 days

Court responds to PIL hghlighting severe water shortage in Usgao village

Team Herald

PONDA: Summer is yet to set 

in, but villagers of Usgao are al-

ready sweating at the prospect 

of the hot, dry – and waterless 

– months that await them. For 

residents here have to wait till 

11 pm almost daily for an hour 

of water supply. And this water 

often comes in a trickle due to 

the low pressure, and in many 

areas it’s muddy and untreat-

ed, claim locals. 
They complained that un-

treated water is supplied from 

bore wells at Palwada, Dhavo 

Guno, Pali, Sidhanath Nagar 

and Sai Nagar and they have 

to wait for at least a day for the 

mud to settle down before the 

water can be used. 

The matter had even 

reached the High Court when 

locals had petitioned the court 

to assuage their daily drinking 

water needs by curtailing wa-

ter supply to industries.

Rohan Naik, a local, who with 

the support of residents filed 

the petition last year, said, “In-

dustries earn profits at cost of 

the locals. Tiral receives water 

supply for only an hour. There 

has been a water crisis in some 

parts for two decades. We have 

pleaded in court that we should 

be supplied water on priority.”

Accusing a tyre manufactur-

ing unit at Usgao of consuming 

water in large quantities, he 

said, “Though they are permit-

ted 20 lakh litres per day, the 

locals suspect that the compa-

ny is extracting water twice the 

permissible limit, which has 

affected the supply in our ar-

eas. The villagers demand that 

they be supplied treated water 

from the Opa plant.”

Speaking to O Heraldo, Ro-

han said, “There would be a se-

vere water crisis if Karnataka 

diverted Mhadei water.”

 

Many get untreated 

water directly from the 

bore well, which is muddy. 

We have no option but to use 

this water to meet our daily 

requirements

–Gajanan Pokre,  Pali-Usgao 

resident

Tiral receives water supply for only an hour. There has 

been a water crisis in some parts for two decades. We 

have pleaded in court that we should be supplied water on 

priority

–Rohan Naik, local resident who moved High Court last year 

for water 
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NO LESSONS LEARNT

Passengers at Patna railway station, Bihar, try to find space between the coaches of an 

overcrowded train amid rush owing to the ongoing Mahakumbh Mela, on Thursday

PTI

Team Herald

PANJIM: A borrowed Merc, a 

stolen joyride, and a horrific 

accident that left a pedes-

trian with crippling injuries 

– that is the heart-break-

ing and bizarre story that 

has unfolded since Tuesday 

night, when 21-year-old Archit 

Sangelkar reportedly took his 

girlfriend out for a spin. 

Sanglekar, a photography 

student, was approached 

by his neighbour Akshay 

Kavalekar, a hotelier and 

a Mercedes owner, who 

wanted some photos of 

his car clicked because he 

wanted to sell it online. 

Sanglekar requested access 

to the car for a couple of 

days, saying that he want-

ed to take his sister for a 

competition. Kavalekar was 

happy to oblige. 
However, Sanglekar did not 

return the car as promised 

and on Tuesday night took 

his girlfriend for a joyride to 

Anjuna. On their way back, the 

speeding car knocked down 

Judith Fernandes, a music 

teacher at Ardee School in 

Sangolda, while she was tak-

ing an evening walk around 

8.30 pm near Sao Joao Chapel, 

Siolim. Sanglekar did not stop 

and fled the scene; neither did 

he tell his parents or the car 

owner about the accident. 

When the news of the 

accident started doing the 

rounds on social media, a 

suspicious Kavalekar con-

fronted the 21-year-old, 

who broke down and con-

fessed to his involvement 

in the accident. Kavalekar 

convinced him to go to the 

police station, where he 

was arrested but later re-

leased on bail. The police 

have seized the Merc.

The turn of events has left 

the Fernandes family shat-

tered, and husband Prajay 

Simepurshkar questioning 

how the accused person got 

bail in a few hours. “Judith 

has suffered head injuries, 

a tailbone fracture and mul-

tiple other fractures. She is 

being treated in a private 

hospital at Mapusa and has 

been advised bed rest for 

a minimum of six months. 

She may not be able to walk 

for the next six months,” 

Simepurshkar told O Her-

aldo, pleading to the gov-

ernment to help the family 

in the crisis. 
Head constable Krisha 

Asvekar, who is probing the 

case, said that Archit was ar-

rested and released on bail af-

ter his statement was recorded, 

since the offence was bailable. 

Youth’s joyride in borrowed 

Merc leaves family shattered

BASURI DESAI
basuri@herald-goa.com

PANJIM: The harrowing experi-

ence of two deported Goan youth 

who were scammed into paying 

lakhs for legitimate US jobs but 

were forced to attempt enter-

ing America via an illegal route 

has blown the lid off fraudulent 

overseas recruitment agencies 

operating without proper regis-

tration, in Goa.
Victims have recounted dis-

tressing experiences, claiming 

they were misled by agents pos-

ing as legitimate consultants with 

many suggesting these agents 

operate with apparent protection 

from local police.
One victim, Sahil Vernekar, a 

young job aspirant from Verna, 

described how he was allegedly 

coerced into signing a Memoran-

dum of Understanding (MoU) in 

front of police at the Panjim police 

station after paying Rs 14 lakh for 

an overseas job opportunity.

“I was forced to sign an MoU to 

recover Rs 10 lakh of the Rs 14 

lakh I had paid, under pressure 

from the police present,” Vernekar 

told Herald. “My remaining Rs 4 

lakh and my passport are still be-

ing held by the agent.”

Vernekar revealed that his pass-

port had been in the possession of 

a well-known Panjim-based agent 

for the past three years. "Now, the 

agent demands that I sign another 

MoU to get my passport back, but 

that I will lose my remaining Rs 4 

lakh if I do," he explained.

Vernekar’s father, Sandip, 

claimed that their family faced 

intimidation tactics, including 

a false complaint filed against 

him at the Women’s Police Sta-

tion in Panjim by one of the 

agent’s employees. 

Team Herald

MARGAO: At a time when 

crimes against women are 

a global cause for concern, 

the Cuncolim Police Station 

has been running without 

a woman Police Sub-In-

spector (PSI) after the lone 

woman officer was trans-

ferred to Sanguem recently. 

This disruption may be 

hampering investigations 

into crimes like sexual 

abuse, kidnapping of wom-

en – all of which should 

be dealt at the local police 

station. For example, the 

past two months Cuncolim 

PS has seen four cases of 

rape, all of which had to be 

transferred to Women’s Po-

lice Station in Margao – one 

of the busiest in the State 

– due to the absence of a 

woman PSI. 
It has been learnt that 

the Women’s Police Sta-

tion in Margao currently 

has four promoted wom-

an PSIs and one regular 

woman PSI. Salcete has five 

police stations — Margao, 

Cuncolim, Fatorda, Colva 

and Maina Curtorim. Re-

cently, the only lady PSI at 

Cuncolim was transferred 

to the Sanguem Police Sta-

tion, but no replacement 

has been posted yet.

Sources indicate that 

Fatorda Police Station re-

cently had two lady PSIs, 

with one more joining 

shortly, bringing the total 

to three. Margao, despite 

being one of the busiest 

stations in the State, has 

only one lady PSI. Colva 

and Maina Curtorim po-

lice stations each have 

two lady PSIs, while Col-

va, which oversees a large 

coastal belt, continues 

to operate with only two 

lady officers. However, no 

lady PSI has been post-

ed to Cuncolim, leaving it 

without one entirely.

The acute shortage of 

woman PSIs at Cuncolim 

Police Station has signifi-

cantly impacted the han-

dling of cases related to 

crimes against women. 

The situation is particu-

larly concerning given 

that the station’s juris-

diction covers 11 village 

panchayats and one mu-

nicipality, yet it continues 

to function without a sin-

gle lady PSI.

Indians among 

US deportees to 

land in Panama
PTI, PANAMA CITY: A 

group of Indian deportees 

from the United States has 

arrived in Panama, where 

the Indian embassy has 

obtained consular access 

and is coordinating their 

safe return.
These individuals are 

part of a larger group 

of 299 migrants sent to 

Panama under the US 

government’s intensi-

fied crackdown on illegal 

immigration. The Indian 

embassy confirmed their 

arrival but did not specify 

the exact number. Pana-

manian authorities have 

housed them in a hotel 

with essential facilities.

"They are safe and se-

cure... The embassy team 

has obtained consular 

access. We are working 

closely with the host gov-

ernment to ensure their 

wellbeing," the embassy 

posted on X.
The US has already de-

ported three batches, to-

talling 332 Indians, back to 

India. Of the 299 migrants 

recently sent to Panama, 

171 have agreed to return 

to their home countries, 

including some Indians. 

So far, 41 air tickets have 

been purchased, including 

17 for Indian deportees.

However, 98 migrants 

who refused voluntary 

repatriation have been 

transferred to a remote 

facility in Panama’s Darien 

province.

Muddy, untreated water leaves Usgao fuming 

Residents fighting for basic amenity for decades, demand water from Opa plant 

Water from the borewell stored in a tank at a house at Paliwada, 

Usgao. The house owner said that borewell water is muddy and takes 

one day for the mud to settle at the bottom.
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No woman officer at 

Cuncolim PS a major 

flaw, hampers probes

Cloud over Goa’s 

coastal zone mapping 

21-year-old in hit-and-run gets bail; accident survivor battling it out in hospital

Judith has suffered head 

injuries, a tailbone fracture 

and multiple other fractures. She is 

being treated in a private hospital at 

Mapusa and has been advised bed 

rest for a minimum of six months. 

She may not be able to walk for the 

next six months

–Prajay Simepurshkar, husband of 

Judith, the accident survivor 

More cheating cases pour in, lens 

on overseas job scam syndicate 

Unsuspecting Goans recount harrowing tales of intimidation  

and lost money; claim police involvement emboldens fraudsters

I was forced to sign an 

MoU to recover Rs 10 

lakh of the Rs 14 lakh I had 

paid, under pressure from the 

police present. My remaining 

Rs 4 lakh and my passport are 

still being held by the agent

– Sahil Vernekar, job 

aspirant from Verna

We paid for jobs abroad, 

not to commit a crime. We 

are jobless here and when even 

the police don’t act, what else 

can we do? I went to Vasco police 

station to file a complaint, but 

they refused to help

–Mayur Devidas from 

Quepem

AGENCY, KOLKATA: Church 

leaders in India have welcomed 

the Vatican’s decision to inscribe 

the feast of St Teresa of Kolkata 

into the universal liturgical cal-

endar, calling it a step that will 

inspire Catholics worldwide to 

emulate her service to the poor.

Pope Francis has decreed 

that St Teresa’s feast day will 

be observed globally every 

year on September 5, the anniversary of 

her passing in 1997. Until now, it was com-

memorated only within the Missionaries of 

Charity and the Indian Catholic Church.

The decree, signed by Cardinal Arthur 

Roche, acknowledges numerous requests 

from bishops, clergy, religious commu-

nities, and lay faithful seek-

ing official recognition of her 

contribution to the Church’s 

liturgical life. It highlights the 

global impact of her spiritual-

ity and her continued influence 

as a beacon of hope for those in 

physical and spiritual distress.

Archbishop Thomas D’Sou-

za of Calcutta called it a sig-

nificant recognition of St Te-

resa’s lifelong dedication to the poorest 

and most abandoned. He noted that the 

move would further encourage the Mis-

sionaries of Charity in their humanitari-

an work worldwide.

Vatican adds St Teresa’s feast day 

to universal liturgical calendar
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Margao, despite being 

one of the busiest 

stations in the State, 

has only one woman 

PSI. Colva and Maina 

Curtorim police stations 

each have two woman 

PSIs, while Colva, which 

oversees a large coastal 

belt, continues to 

operate with only two 

woman officers

Team Herald

PANJIM: The Chennai-based 

National Centre for Sustain-

able Coastal Management 

(NCSCM) has strongly op-

posed the Goa Coastal Zone 

Management Authority’s 

(GCZMA) objections to two 

sets of documents – Coast-

al Zone Management Plan 

(CZMP) and Coastal Zone 

Management (CZM) maps 

– that were previously ap-

proved, arguing that the ob-

jections would undermine 

the legitimacy of both sets of 

maps along with the various 

authorities that have already 

given approval. 
NCSCM raised these points 

in a counter-affidavit before the 

National Green Tribunal (NGT) 

in Pune, with Purvaja Ram-

achandran, Acting Director of 

NCSCM, voicing her concerns. 

The GCZMA had initially 

recommended the two sets 

of maps – CZM at 1:4000 

scale and CZMP at 1:25000 

scale – during a National 

Coastal Zone Management 

Authority (NCZMA) conven-

tion in September 2022. 

Cont on Pg 11 >>

SANTOSH NAIK

FEBRUARY 21, 2025

Cont on Pg 11 >>

Team Herald 

MARGAO: There was bad 
news for tiatr lovers on 
Tuesday as Ravindra Bha-
van Margao (RBM) an-
nounced the closure of its 
Pai Tiatrist Auditorium 
and the Black Box theatre. 
The decision came after a 
section of the false ceiling 
collapsed and extensive 
dampness was detected in 
the facility, raising serious 
safety concerns.

According to a report 
submitted by the Public 
Works Department (PWD) 
Division VIII, the closure 
– effective since May 19 – 
was deemed necessary to 
ensure the safety of per-
formers and the public. 
Initially, water leakage was 
the main problem, aggra-
vated by heavy rainfall 

that delayed emergency 
roof repairs. Though the 
roofing work has since 
been completed, further 
inspections revealed  
deeper structural  
damage.

PWD engineers found 
the false ceilings of both 
venues to be compro-
mised, with signs of damp-

ness, and potential risk of  
collapse. 

The 17-year-old ceiling 
structures were declared 
unfit for continued use, 
and the department recom-
mended a complete over-
haul before resuming any 
cultural activities.

Blow to tiatr as Ravindra 

Bhavan shuts auditoriums 

Pai Tiatrist Auditorium, Black Box theatre at 

Margao venue shut after false ceiling collapse
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A section of the false celing which collapsed at the Ravindra 

Bhavan, Margao

Team Herald

PANJIM: The agitation 
building up at Goa Med-
ical College (GMC) was 
defused on Tuesday as 
doctors called off their stir 
after Chief Minister Pramod 
Sawant visited the hospital 
and addressed their de-
mands, taking an upper 
hand to defuse a crisis that 
has rocked Goan politics 
since the weekend.

The protests – sparked 
by Health Minister Vishwa-
jit Rane’s outburst against 
GMC Chief Medical Officer 
Dr Rudresh Kuttikar, the 
video of which went viral 
and sparked national head-
lines, had escalated into a 
national controversy – but 

the resolution eased ten-
sions.

The strike, led by the 
Goa Association of Resi-
dent Doctors (GARD) and 
supported by the Feder-
ation of All India Medical 
Association (FAIMA), de-
manded an apology from 
Rane for his remarks in the 
hospital’s casualty ward, 
with a 24-hour ultimatum.  

On Tuesday afternoon, 
Sawant met with GMC Dean 
Dr Shivanand Bandekar, 
Medical Superintendent Dr 
Rajesh Patil, Dr Kuttikar, 
GARD president Dr Aayush 
Sharma, SP Rahul Gupta, 
and other representatives, 

while doctors protested 
outside the Dean’s office, 
holding placards demand-
ing an apology.

Following discussions, 
most demands of the doc-
tors were accepted, and a 
Memorandum of Under-
standing (MoU) was signed 
in Sawant’s presence. A Po-
lice Sub-Inspector (PSI) will 
be deployed at the Bam-
bolim police outpost, 50 
additional police personnel 
will be stationed at the GMC 
complex, and a vigilance 
committee, headed by the 
Secretary (Health) and 
including the GMC Dean, 
Medical Superintendent, 
and relevant department 
heads, will address future 
issues through established 

protocols. Measures were 
also introduced to prohibit 
photography and videogra-
phy inside hospital interi-
ors, including by ministers 
and their media teams.

CM agrees to medics’ demands; MOU signed in his presence

DOCS CALL OFF GMC 
AGITATION AS TALKS 

FINALLY DEFUSE CRISIS

Agitating doctors outside the dean’s office at GMC, Bamblim, on Tuesday

 Doctors accepted that 

public apology already 

in place
 Photography and 

videography to be 

prohibited at the patient 

care area
 ‘VIP culture’ not to 

compromise the treat-

ment of serious patients

 Disciplinary commit-

tee headed by Secretary 

(Health) to decide com-

plaints against medical 

professionals

 Reconstitute Staff 

Society which has been 

defunct for 15 years

 No action to be taken 

against any doctor who 

took part in the  

agitation
 A PSI to be posted 

round-the-clock at po-

lice outpost, Bambolim 

and 50 armed policemen 

within GMC, Bambolim

DECISIONS ON 
DOCS’ DEMANDS
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One month after ceiling collapse, no clarity 
on when Margao Ravindra Bhavan will open

AGENCY, NEW DELHI: An 
Indian AI engineer, Soham 
Parekh, has come under 
intense scrutiny after be-
ing accused by multiple 
start-up founders in the 
US of moonlighting across 
several companies under 
false pretences. 

The controversy — 
dubbed ‘Soham-Gate’ on 
social media — surfaced 
after Suhail Doshi, former 
Mixpanel CEO and found-
er of Playground AI, pub-
licly called Parekh out for 
scamming start-ups by 
working at multiple firms  
simultaneously.

Doshi, in a post on X, 
alleged that Parekh had 
briefly worked at his 
company but was fired 
within a week for dis-
honesty. Despite being 

warned, Parekh contin-
ued his pattern, Doshi 
claimed, and has since 
held overlapping roles in 
start-ups such as Synthe-
sia, Dynamo AI, Union AI, 
and Alan AI. 

Doshi went a step fur-
ther and posted Parekh’s 
resume online, calling it 
“90% fake” and suggest-
ing several stints and ac-
ademic credentials were  
unverifiable.

Several other entrepre-
neurs echoed Doshi’s alle-
gations. Nicolai Ouporov, 
co-founder of Fleet AI, said 
Parekh had been doing this 
“for years,” while Matthew 
Parkhurst of Antimetal re-
called letting Parekh go in 
2022 for similar reasons. 

Indian techie 
accused of serial 

moonlighting
Secretly held five to six full-

time jobs at elite US start-ups
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