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PTI, SHIMLA: The death 
toll from cloudbursts and 
flash flood-related inci-
dents in the Mandi dis-
trict of Himachal Pradesh 
has risen to 10 with the 
recovery of five addition-
al bodies. The search for 
34 missing people is un-
derway, officials said on 
Wednesday. 

The state witnessed 11 
cloudburst incidents, four 
flash floods and a major 
landslide on Tuesday, 
most of which occurred in 
Mandi district, disrupting 
normal life. 

Cloudbursts were re-
ported at four locations in 
Gohar, three in Karsog, two 
in Dharampur, and one in 
Thunag, Mandi. 

Two bodies were recov-

ered in Siyanj, Gohar, and 
one each in Thunag, Dhar 
Jarol, and Pandeev Sheel ar-

eas, officials reported. The 
identities of the deceased 
have not yet been disclosed. 

On Tuesday, two deaths 
were recorded in Bada 
and one in Talwara, both 
in Gohar; one person died 
in Old Bazaar, Karsog; and 
one body was recovered 
at Neri-Kotla in Joginder-
nagar. 

A total of 282 roads 
were closed in the state 
following heavy rains and 
1361 transformers and 
639 water schemes were 
disrupted. 

Most of the damage was 
caused in Mandi where 
182 roads were blocked 
for vehicular movement 
and 633 transformers and 
465 water schemes were 
affected as of Wednesday 
morning, according to the 
State Emergency Opera-
tion Centre (SEOC). 

MCLEOD GANJ: Exiled Ti-
betan spiritual leader the 
Dalai Lama said Wednes-
day that the 600-year-old 
institution will continue 

after his death, a decision 
that will have profound 
impact on his Buddhist fol-
lowers.

It is a landmark decision 

Dalai Lama says he will have 
successor after his death

not only for Tibetans, but 
also for global supporters 
who see the Dalai Lama as 
a symbol of non-violence, 
compassion and the en-
during struggle for Tibetan 
cultural identity under Chi-
nese rule.

According to Tibetans, 
he is the 14th reincarna-
tion of the Dalai Lama, and 
his statement was released 

ahead of his 90th birthday 
on July 6.

He said he had received 
multiple appeals over the 
past 14 years from Tibetan 
diaspora in exile, Buddhists 
from across the Himala-
yan region, Mongolia and 
parts of Russia and China, 
"earnestly requesting that 
the institution of the Dalai 
Lama continue".

"In particular, I have re-
ceived messages through 
various channels from Ti-
betans in Tibet making the 
same appeal," he said in a 
video broadcast at the start 
of a meeting of religious 
leaders in the Indian Him-
alayan town where he has 
lived for decades.

"In accordance with all 
these requests, I am affirm-
ing that the institution of 
the Dalai Lama will contin-
ue," he added, according to 
an official translation.

He and thousands of oth-
er Tibetans have lived in 
exile in India since Chinese 
troops crushed an uprising 
in the Tibetan capital Lhasa 
in 1959.

His advanced age has 
also sparked concern over 
the future of Tibetan lead-
ership and the delicate 
question of his succession.

While China condemns 
him as a rebel and sepa-
ratist, the internationally 
recognised Dalai Lama de-
scribes himself as a "simple 
Buddhist monk".

Many exiled Tibetans 
fear China will name a suc-
cessor to bolster control 

CHINA REJECTS THE DALAI LAMA'S SUCCESSION 
PLAN, INSISTS HIS HEIR REQUIRES ITS APPROVAL

PTI, BEIJING: China on Wednesday rejected the Dalai 
Lama's succession plan, insisting that any future heir 
must receive its seal of approval, adding a new chapter 
to Tibetan Buddhism's decades-long struggle with the 
Chinese ruling Communist Party. The Tibetan spiritual 
leader on Wednesday said the institution of the Dalai 
Lama will continue and only the Gaden Phodrang Trust - 
founded by his office in 2015 - will have the authority to 
recognise the future reincarnation, ending speculation 
whether he will have a successor or not after his death.  
His announcement ahead of his 90th birthday on Sunday 
is set to intensify tensions with Beijing. "The Dalai Lama's 
reincarnation must follow the principles of domestic 
recognition, the ‘Golden Urn' process, and approval by 
the central government, in line with religious traditions 
and laws,” Chinese Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Mao 
Ning told a media briefing while responding to the Dalai 
Lama's announcement.

Toll in Himachal cloudbursts rises 
to 10; 5 bodies recovered

11 RIVER SITES ACROSS INDIA BREACH FLOOD 
WARNING LEVELS, SAYS GOVT WATER BODY

PTI, NEW DELHI: Water levels at 11 river monitoring 
stations across India have breached the warning level, 
but none have reached the danger or extreme flood 
thresholds, the Central Water Commission (CWC) said on 
Wednesday. This alert is part of the commission's daily 
flood bulletin released by the Central Flood Control 
Room. The bulletin indicates there are currently no sites 
in the ‘severe’ or ‘extreme’ flood situation categories, 
meaning that no location has reached or surpassed its 
danger mark or highest historical flood level.  However, 
12 sites in Assam, Bihar, Odisha, Tamil Nadu, and Uttar 
Pradesh were flagged for ‘above-normal’ flood situations, 
where water levels have crossed the warning threshold 
but remain below danger levels. In Assam, the Kushiyara 
River in Karimganj and the Brahmaputra at Neamatighat 
in Jorhat are among those nearing concern levels. 

AP, MOGADISHU: At 
least three people were 
killed when a military 
helicopter serving the Af-
rican Union peacekeep-
ing mission in Somalia 
crashed Wednesday at 
the airport in the capital, 
Mogadishu, according to 
Somali authorities. 

The helicopter was ar-
riving from Balli-doogle 
Airfield in the Lower Sha-
belle region with eight 
people on board. At least 
three people have been 
confirmed killed, said Ar-
tan Mohamed, who heads 
the immigration office at 
Mogadishu's Aden Ab-
dulle airport. 

The helicopter orig-
inally belonged to the 
Ugandan Air Force but 
was being operated 
by the African Union 
peacekeeping mission, 
he said. 

Ahmed Moalim Has-
san, director-general of 
the Somalia Civil Aviation 
Authority, told state me-
dia that investigations are 
underway to determine 
the full extent of casualties 
and damage.

Minor delays were 
reported at the airport, 
but flights and other 
operations have since 
resumed.

3 dead in African 
Union military 

helicopter crash

PTI, NEW DELHI: The 
road transport ministry 
has allowed cab aggrega-
tors such as Uber, Ola and 
Rapido to charge upto two 
times the base fare during 
peak hours, as against 1.5 
times earlier, while for non-
peak hours the fare has to 
be a minimum of 50 per 
cent of the base fare.

 The Ministry of Road 
Transport and Highways in 
its 'Motor Vehicles Aggre-
gator Guidelines 2025' said 
‘the aggregator shall be 
permitted to charge a min-
imum of 50 per cent lower 
than the base fare and a 
maximum dynamic pricing 
of two times the base fare 
specified under sub-clause 
(17.1).’

 Moreover, the base fare 
chargeable shall be for a 
minimum of three kilom-
eters to compensate for 
‘dead mileage’ -including 
the distance travelled with-
out a passenger and the 
distance travelled and fuel 
utilized for picking up the 
passenger(s).

 As per the guidelines, 
the fare notified by the 
state government for the 
respective category or class 
of motor vehicles, shall be 

the base fare chargeable to 
passengers availing servic-
es from the aggregator.

 States have been advised 
to adopt the revised guide-
lines within three months.

 In case of cancellations, 
a penalty of 10 per cent of 
the fare not exceeding Rs 
100, shall be imposed on 
the driver, if the cancella-
tion is made without a rea-
son identified as valid by 
the aggregator.

 A similar penalty will 
be imposed on the pas-
senger when such cancel-
lation is made without a 
valid reason.

 The guidelines said the 
Central government shall 
develop and designate a 
portal to enable for sin-
gle-window clearance of 
application for licence as 
aggregator. ‘The licence 
fee payable by the aggre-
gator shall be Rs 5 lakhs 
and the licence shall be 
valid for a period of five 
years from the date of its 
issue,’ it said.

 Aggregators have been 
mandated to ensure that 
drivers have health and 
term insurance of at least 
Rs 5 lakh and Rs 10 lakh 
respectively.

Govt allows cab 
aggregators to charge 
upto 2-times of base 

fare during peak-hours


