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Delhi Environment 
Minister Manjinder 
Singh Sirsa addresses 
a press conference at 
the Delhi Secretariat, 
in New Delhi 

The first batch of pilgrims 
being welcomed by the 
Deputy Commissioner 
Akshay Labroo and Senior 
Superintendent of Police 
GV Sundeep in Srinagar

Maharashtra Deputy Chief 
Minister Ajit Pawar and 
others arrive at Vidhan 
Bhavan for the Monsoon 
session of the state 
Assembly, in Mumbai
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Bollywood actors Aditya Roy Kapur and Sara Ali Khan exit a 
station after taking a metro train ride during the promotion 
of their upcoming film Metro in Mumbai

PTI

Minor boy pushes teen to death 
from Mumbai building
MUMBAI: Police have registered a murder case against a 
minor boy after he allegedly pushed to death a 15-year-
old girl from the terrace of a building in Mumbai and tried 
to pass it off as a suicide, an official said. The 16-year-
old accused and the victim were friends. The girl was a 
student of an international school and resided with her 
mother in Mulund area. On June 24, the girl arrived at a 
housing society in Bhandup (West) area to meet the boy 
and discussed her academic stress with him, the Bhandup 
police official said on Tuesday. The boy then took her 
atop a water tank on the terrace of the building's D-wing. 
While they were chatting, their conversation turned into a 
heated argument about dating, the official said. 

Medical college student beaten up by 
seniors, video goes viral
BHOPAL: A case has been registered here after a video 
showing some students of a private medical college here 
thrashing a junior student went viral on social media, 
police said on Wednesday. The incident took place on 
Monday evening, said Nishatpura police station in-charge 
Rupesh Dubey, adding that no arrest has been made yet. 
The complainant, a third year student of People's Medical 
College, was allegedly beaten up by Paras Jain and two 
others after Jain accused the complainant of sending 
objectionable messages to his family, the official said. 
While a First Information Report (FIR) was registered 
under relevant sections of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita 
for assault, the accused also filed a counter-complaint of 
assault against the victim, he said. 

Bengaluru: Infosys employee held for 
'filming' woman in office washroom
BENGALURU: A 30-year-old Infosys employee was arrested 
on Wednesday for allegedly "filming" a female colleague 
inside the women's washroom at the company's Electronic 
City campus, police said. The accused, identified as Swapnil 
Nagesh Mali, a Senior Associate Consultant from Sangli, 
Maharashtra, was caught by HR personnel and handed 
over to the police. There was no immediate response from 
Infosys on the incident. According to police, the incident 
occurred on Monday morning when the woman noticed 
a suspicious reflection and movement from an adjacent 
cubicle while using the washroom.
 

Tripura govt transfers Gomati, 
Dhalai DMs
AGARTALA: The Tripura government has transferred the 
district magistrates of Gomati and Dhalai, an official 
notification said. Gomati district magistrate Tarit Kanti 
Chakma will be the new chief executive officer (CEO) 
of Tripura Rural Livelihood Mission (TRML), it said. The 
Tipra Motha, an ally of the BJP government in the state 
has been demanding the transfer of Chakma as he had 
refused the meet the Tipra Motha supremo Pradyot 
Kishore Debbarama on May 30 when he visited his official 
residence. Rinku Lather additional district magistrate 
of Sepahijala will replace Chakma as the DM of Gomati 
district, the notification said. 
 

 Youth kills childhood friend over 
'triangular love' affair in Odisha
BHUBANESWAR: A youth was killed by his childhood 
friend over a triangular love affair in Odisha's Bolangir 
district, police said. The deceased has been identified 
as Kunja Majhi, a resident of Dumerchuan village in 
Kantabanji area of the district. Two persons have been 
apprehended in this connection, they said. According to 
police, Kunja was killed by his childhood friend Satya Nag 
and his (Satya's) associate Shankar Gharsel on June 20 
night following a dispute among them. Satya was using 
Kunja's mobile phone to talk to his girlfriend. 

Kerala: Elephant calf found 
dead at shelter
PATHANAMTHITTA: A five-year-old elephant calf, a 
popular attraction at the Konni jumbo training centre, 
was found dead in its enclosure on Wednesday morning, 
forest department sources said. The calf, named 
Kochayappan, was reportedly healthy until Tuesday and 
had been cooperating well with his routine training, they 
added. There were no known health issues, and the cause 
of death will be confirmed only after a post-mortem 
examination, sources further said.  Kochayappan's 
playful nature and adorable mannerisms had made him a 
favourite, especially among children visiting the shelter. 

Tamil Nadu CM MK Stalin 
attends a mass wedding 
ceremony organised by the 
state Hindu Religious and 
Charitable Endowment 
department in Chennai

PTI, CHIKKABALLAPU-
RA: Karnataka Chief Min-
ister Siddaramaiah on 
Wednesday asserted that 
he will be in office for a full 
five-year term.

He said that the Con-
gress party was united and 
the party's government 
will be in power ‘solid as a 
rock’ for five years.

‘Yes, I will be. Why do you 
have the doubts?’ Siddar-
amaiah said in response 
to a question by reporters 
whether he will be the CM 
for five years.

There has been specu-
lation within political cir-
cles, especially within the 
ruling Congress, for some 
time now about the Chief 
Minister change later this 
year, citing power-shar-
ing agreement involving 
Siddaramaiah and Deputy 
Chief Minister D K Shiva-
kumar.

However, Shivakumar on 
Tuesday said there is no 

discussion on leadership 
change and stressed on 
strengthening the hands of 
CM Siddaramaiah and the 
party's government in the 
state.

Responding to a ques-
tion on claims by the BJP 
and JD(S) leaders that the 
CM will be replaced, Sid-
daramaiah shot back, ‘Are 
they our high command?’

‘R Ashoka (Leader of 
Opposition in the As-
sembly) is a BJP man. B 

Y Vijayendra (state BJP 
President) is a BJP man. 
Chalavadi Narayanaswamy 
(Leader of Opposition in 
the Legislative Council) is 
a BJP man. Will you write 
if they say such things? 
Should you verify or not?’ 
he asked.

Alleging the BJP of 
spreading lies about the 
stability of the govern-
ment, Siddaramaiah said 
that the Congress party 
was united and the govern-

ment will be in power ‘sol-
id as a rock’ for five years.

‘No one believes in the 
BJP. They only lie. They 
are experts in lying. They 
don't know how to speak 
the truth. So, whether they 
believe it or not, we don't 
know. We are all together 
(in Congress). As I have 
said in Mysuru recently, 
we will be in power for five 
years. Our government will 

be as solid as a rock. BJP 
people are daydreaming,’ 
he said.

Accusing the BJP of do-
ing nothing while in power, 
he asked, what evidence 
have they left to say that 
they have worked for the 
development of the state in 
sectors such as -irrigation, 
rural development, pub-
lic works, education, and 
health?

Siddaramaiah says he will be 
Karnataka CM for 5 years

WHAT OPTION I HAVE? HAVE TO STAND BY HIM, SAYS 
SHIVAKUMAR ON SIDDARAMAIAH’S STATEMENT

PTI, BENGALURU/CHIKKABALLAPURA: With Siddaramaiah 
asserting that he will be the Chief Minister of Karnataka for 
a full five-year term, Deputy CM D K Shivakumar, who is 
an aspirant for the post, on Wednesday said he has no ob-
jection and that he will stand by and support the former.
Indicating that he had no option, he said, he will fulfill the 
directions of the Congress high command. ‘What option I 
have? I have to stand by him, support him (Siddaramaiah). 
I don't have any objection to it. Whatever the party high 
command tells and whatever it desires, it will be fulfilled,’ 
Shivakumar told reporters here in response to a question 
about the CM's statement.

Karnataka CM Siddaramaiah with Deputy CM DK Shivakumar 
during an event at Nandi Giridhamin Chikkaballapur

Delaying financial 
support to spouse, 
kid akin to denying 

dignity: Delhi HC
PTI, NEW DELHI: Saying 
the delay in extending finan-
cial support to an estranged 
spouse and child was akin 
to denying dignity, the Delhi 
High Court has ordered a man 
to pay interim maintenance 
in a matrimonial case.

 Justice Swarana Kanta 
Sharma was hearing the man's 
plea against the family court's 
direction to pay a monthly 
sum of Rs 45,000 (Rs 22,500 
each towards the interim 
maintenance of his estranged 
wife and minor daughter).

 ‘Financial support delayed 
is dignity denied, and this 
court is conscious of the fact 
that timely maintenance is 
integral to safeguarding not 
only subsistence but the ba-
sic dignity of those who are 
legally entitled to such sup-
port,’ the July 1 verdict read.

PTI, CHANDIGARH: A 
Mohali court on Wednes-
day extended by four days 
the vigilance custody re-
mand of Shiromani Akali 
Dal leader Bikram Singh 
Majithia, who was arrest-
ed in a disproportionate 
assets (DA) case.

 Majithia was produced 
before the court amid 
tight security after his sev-
en-day vigilance remand 
ended on Wednesday.

 Speaking to the media 
after a three-hour hearing, 
public prosecutor Ferry 
Sofat said the court ex-
tended Majithia's remand 
by four more days after 
the Vigilance Bureau (VB) 
filed an application.

 Even the VB office wit-
nessed beefed up secu-
rity arrangements aside 

PTI, NEW DELHI: In the 
wake of Karnataka Chief 
Minister Siddaramai-
ah linking heart-related 
deaths in Hassan district 
to Covid vaccine, the Un-
ion Health Ministry on 
Wednesday said extensive 
studies by ICMR and AIIMS 
have conclusively estab-
lished no linkages between 
coronavirus vaccines and 
sudden deaths.

Siddaramaiah had on 
Tuesday said ‘hasty ap-
proval and distribution’ of 
the Covid vaccine to the 
public could also be a rea-
son for these deaths.

He urged everyone to vis-
it the nearest health centre 
immediately for a check-
up if they have symptoms 

such as chest pain or diffi-
culty breathing, and not to 
ignore these signs.

The ministry said the 
matter of sudden unex-
plained deaths has been 
investigated through sev-
eral agencies in the coun-
try and these studies have 
conclusively established 
that there is no direct link 
between COVID-19 vacci-
nation and reports of sud-
den deaths.

Studies by the Indian 
Council of Medical Re-
search (ICMR) and Na-
tional Centre for Disease 
Control (NCDC) affirm that 
COVID-19 vaccines in India 
are safe and effective, with 
extremely rare instances of 
serious side effects, it said.

PTI, KOLKATA: The coun-
sel of Monojit Mishra, 
prime accused in the gan-
grape of a student of a 
city-based law college, on 
Wednesday claimed that 
his client had "consensual 
sex" with the victim and 
that he was "framed" for 
a crime of which there 
are "no video evidence" as 
being claimed in certain 
quarters.

Advocate Raju Ganguly, 
who appeared for Mishra 
in court, maintained that 
the suspect did not per-
petrate any torture on the 
victim and referred to the 
presence of "love bites" on 
his client's body in support 
of his claim.

"My client has been 
framed. The two had con-
sensual sex, and there is 
evidence of that. There are 
marks of love bites on the 
left side of Monojit's neck. 

My client has done nothing 
wrong," Ganguly said.

Sources at the Alipore 
court, which heard the 
remand prayer of Mishra 
and the two co-accused, 

Zaib Ahmed and Pramit 
Mukherjee, on Tuesday, 
however, told PTI that the 
defence counsel made no 
such submissions before 
the judge.

The court extended the 
police remand of all three 
prime accused in the case 
till July 8 and that of the 
arrested security guard, 
Pinaki Bandyopadhyay, till 
July 4.

"The defence did not 
even pray for the bail ap-
plication of the accused. 
On the contrary, they of-
fered total cooperation 
with the investigators," the 
court's chief police prose-
cutor, Sourin Ghoshal, said.

"The only two submis-
sions the defence counsel 
made before the judge 
were a prayer to remain 
present with his clients 
during police interroga-
tion and a plea to visit the 
crime scene in police pres-
ence. While the judge re-
jected the second prayer, I 
am not exactly sure about 
what he ruled about the 
first," he added.

Kolkata gangrape: Accused Monojit had 
consensual sex with survivor, cliams counsel

WB BAR COUNCIL EXPELS GANG RAPE 
ACCUSED MONOJIT MISHRA

PTI, KOLKATA: The Bar Council of West Bengal on 
Wednesday decided to expel Monojit Mishra, the prime 
accused in the gang rape case, from its membership and 
struck off his name from its rolls. The state bar coun-
cil, in a special general meeting, decided to strike off 
Mishra's name from its rolls of advocates in view of the 
allegation of the heinous crime against him, its chairman 
Ashok Deb told reporters here. "We are all ashamed of 
the barbarous crime alleged to have been committed by 
him," he said. Deb said that the state bar council will also 
inform the Bar Council of India of its decision to expel 
Mishra from its rolls.  The South Calcutta Law College 
had on Tuesday terminated the services of the prime 
accused and expelled two other students arrested in 
connection with the alleged gang rape of a 24-year-old 
first-year student on the campus. 

Punjab: Mohali court extends SAD 
leader Majithia’s remand by four days

from the Mohali district 
court complex in Mohali 

where the politician was 
produced.

No linkages between 
Covid vaccine and 

heart-related deaths: Govt

PTI, NEW DELHI: Astro-
naut Shubhanshu Shukla is 
conducting scientific exper-
iments on board the Inter-
national Space Station (ISS) 
to understand muscle loss 
under microgravity con-
ditions, a study that could 
help create medicines to 
treat immobility among a 
section of the elderly.

Shukla is part of the Axi-
om-4 private space mission 
to the ISS as part of a joint IS-
RO-NASA initiative and docked 
at the orbital laboratory on 
Thursday last week along with 
three other astronauts.

‘Shux (Shukla's call sign) 
performed operations in 
the Life Sciences Glovebox 
(LSG) for the myogenesis 
study, which could uncover 
how microgravity contrib-
utes to muscle loss,’ Axiom 
Space said in a statement.

It said that by identify-
ing the molecular pathways 
behind skeletal muscle dys-
function, the research could 
lead to targeted therapies 
to prevent atrophy during 
long-duration spaceflight.

‘These insights may also 
translate to improved treat-
ments for muscle-wasting 

conditions on Earth, including 
those linked to ageing and im-
mobility,’ Axiom Space said.

Shukla filmed a video tar-
geted at young Indian students 
discussing how the digestive 
system adapts to space.

The crew documented 
activities for the Astronaut 
Mental Health study, con-
tributing to research on cog-
nitive well-being in space.

Mission commander Peg-
gy Whitson posted a pho-
tograph with Shukla and 
Hungarian astronaut Tibor 
Kapu in the space station on 
her social media handle.

Shubhanshu Shukla studies muscle 
loss in microgravity on board ISS

Security 
forces arrest 
four militants

PTI, IMPHAL: Security forc-
es arrested four militants 
including a a top leader of a 
proscribed outfit from Im-
phal West and East district, 
police said on Wednesday.

Namgaklung Kamei @ 
November (42), a self-
styled deputy chief of 
Zeliangrong United Front 
(J), a faction of ZUF under-
ground outfit, was arrested 
from the vicinity of Kekru-
pat in Imphal West district 
on Tuesday. One 9mm pis-
tol along with a magazine 
was recovered from his 
possession, they said.

One active cadre of KYKL 
(SOREPA) was arrested from 
Andro Khuman in Imphal 
East district on Tuesday.

Security forces arrest-
ed one active cadre of 
KCP (PWG) from Khurai 
Chaithabi Leirak in Imphal 
East district.


