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RAINS, WINDS LASH GOA, LEAVE
ROADS FLOODED IN PANJIM

Cause traffic disruptions and poor visibility in capital city;
four uprooted trees damage houses in Bhoomwada, Tuem

Team Herald

PANJIM: Heavy rains and
strong winds lashed sever-
al parts of Goa on Wednes-
day, impacting normal life
in Panjim.

Most roads in the cap-
ital city experienced
flooding, leading to traffic
disruptions and reduced
visibility due to dense
cloud cover.

In Pernem, sudden cy-
clonic rains and winds
brought down four trees in
Bhoomwada, Tuem around
3.30 pm. These trees fell
on several houses, though
no human injuries were
reported. The Pernem
Fire Services, along with
panchayat members and
local residents, assisted in
clearing the fallen trees.

Namdev Parwar, an of-
ficial with the Fire and
Emergency Services (FES),
informed reporters that
Prakash Naik’s house sus-
tained damage estimated at
approximately Rs 70,000.
Another house was also
damaged, with the loss yet

to be estimated.

Tuem panch member Su-
laksha Naik stated, “Trees
have fallen on the houses
causing them heavy dam-
age. We will try to help
through the panchayat as
much as possible.”

A local Tulsidas Raut

said, “Around four houses
have been damaged in the
incident.”

Anil Harmalkar, anoth-
er panch member, com-
mented, “The incident has
shown what nature can do.
The government should
do something to help the
people whose houses have
been damaged.”

The India Meteorological
Department (IMD), Goa,
reported that Panjim re-
corded 2.4 inches of rain-
fall and Dabolim 2.2 inches
between 8.30 am and 5.30
pm on Wednesday. In the
24 hours leading up to 8.30
am on July 2, Dharbandora
and Sanguem received over
3.93 inches of rainfall, fol-
lowed by Sankhali with 2.5
inches and Ponda with 2.28
inches.
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FDA suspends operations

of 7 es

é Team Herald

PANJIM: Following serious
seven establish-
ments in Panjim, where
rodent infestation posed a
substantial health risk, par-
ticularly near the interstate

bus station managed by the

RTO, were directed by the
Food and Drugs Adminis-

tration (FDA) to suspend

operations  immediately
until corrective measures
are implemented.

This was informed by

the Health Minister Vish-
i wajit Rane after the FDA

inspected 26 food busi-
ness premises during a
comprehensive surveil-

¢ lance drive on Wednes-

the Kadamba
Corporation
(KTC) bus stand area to

day at

bolster food safety stand-

ards across Goa.
According to the Minis-

ter, the inspection revealed

a positive trend, with sev-
eral vendors demonstrat-
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ing marked improvement
in hygiene compliance
since the previous visit by
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the FDA.
Penalties were imposed
under Section 69 of the

n city

Food Safety and Stand-
ards Act (FSSA), 2006.
Three vendors were fined
Rs 10,000 each, while two
others were penalised Rs
5,000 and Rs 2,000 respec-
tively. Additionally, four
kiosk operators at the KTC
bus stand were fined Rs
5,000 each for hygiene vi-
olations.

Improvement  notices
were served under Section
32 of the FSSA, with a fol-
low-up verification drive
scheduled for next week to
assess compliance.

The inspection was led
by Designated Officer
Richard Noronha (North
Goa), accompanied by of-
ficials Shradha Khutkar,
Ankita Palyenkar, Pritam
Parab, Safia Khan, Lenin
De Sa, and Amit Man-
drekar. The drive was con-
ducted under the guidance
of FDA Director, Shwe-
ta Desai. The KTC depot
manager also joined the
inspection team.

Plea in SC against HC verdict on
Art 31-A of Code of Comunidades

Team Herald

PANJIM: A special leave pe-
tition (SLP) has been filed
before the Supreme Court
challenging the judgment of
the High Court of Bombay at
Goa dismissing insertion of
Article 31-A into the Code
of Comunidades via The
Goa Legislative Diploma
No. 2070 dated 15-4-1961
Amendment Act, 2025.

Adv Moses Pinto had
filed a public interest litiga-
tion writ petition (PILWP)
challenging the govern-
ment’s decision to amend
the Code of Comunidades
by inserting Article 31-A.

In his SLP, Adv Pinto has
contended that Article 31-
A, which empowers the
State to revert the grant
of land belonging to the
Comunidade if granted
for certain purpose either

by way of sale or lease or
emphyteusis (aforamento)
shall not be used for any
other purpose except for
the purpose for which the
land was so granted, is con-
stitutionally invalid.

The core ground of chal-
lenge is redundancy and
arbitrariness: the pre-exist-
ing provisions of the Code of
Comunidades, particularly
Articles 341 to 346, already
provide a detailed mech-
anism for the reversion of
grants in case of non-com-
pliance with conditions.
Hence, the new amendment
introduces excessive and
vague powers, violating Ar-
ticle 14 of the Constitution,
Adv Pinto has stated.

The petitioner also asserts
that the High Court of Bom-
bay at Goa failed to examine
whether The Goa Legisla-
tive Diploma No. 2070 dat-

Review govt’s decision to
denotify Tillari project
Command Area: Activist

Team Herald

PANJIM:  Environmental
activist Swapnesh Sherl-
ekar has urged the Union
Ministry of Jal Shakti to re-
view the Goa government’s
decision to denotify the
Command Area of complet-
ed Tillari irrigation project
at Dhargalim, Pernem.

In May this year, the
State cabinet approved the
denotification of 3,33,805
square metres from the no-
tified command area of the
completed Tillari Irrigation
Project (TIP) situated at
Dhargalim.

Sherlekar in his letter
has urged the Union Min-
istry to review the Goa
government’s decision in
light of existing legal notifi-
cations and public interest
and to direct the Goa gov-

ernment to maintain the
notified command area sta-
tus to safeguard the agrar-
ian ecosystem and ensure
equitable water access.

He said it was disappoint-
ing and alarming that this
proposal-originating  from
the Water Resources De-
partment (WRD), whose
foremost mandate is to
safeguard water security
for irrigation and drinking
purposes-seeks to denotify
critical command area land
in favour of a casino pro-
ject under the aegis of the
Goa Investment Promotion
and Facilitation Board (Goa
IPB). This action starkly
contradicts the very prin-
ciples of sustainable water
governance and agricultur-
al empowerment that the
Tillari Irrigation Project was
intended to uphold, he said.

ed 15-4-1961 Amendment

Act, 2025, was necessary at :

Unified scholarship
portal relaunched,

50,000 students to benefit

Team Herald

all, owing to the doctrine of

manifest arbitrariness and
whether the legislative over-
reach was considered at the
time of dismissal of the PIL-
WP on June 16, 2025.

The SLP aims to uphold
constitutional discipline in
legislative drafting and to
challenge laws that may un-
justifiably expand executive
discretion at the cost of com-
munity land rights by sub-

jecting the grants to the risk

of being arbitrarily reverted
by the State government.
Adv Pinto said that he
has acted in the public in-
terest to protect Goa’s le-
gal and land governance
frameworks which is deep-
ly embedded in the legisla-

tive ethos of the surviving :

Comunidade land adminis-
tration system in the State.

PANJIM: CM Scholar-
ship Portal, a one-stop
online platform for stu-
dents to apply for schol-
arships across depart-
ments, including Social
Welfare, Tribal Welfare,
Education, and High-
er Education was re-
launched by Chief Min-
ister Pramod Sawant on
Wednesday.

The portal https://
cmscholarship.goa.
gov.in/ covers scholar-
ships from pre-matric
to higher education for
SC, ST, OBC, and EWS
students.

Speaking to reporters,
the Chief Minister said
while nearly 50,000 stu-
dents are eligible under
the scheme, most miss

out on them due to lack of :

awareness.

He assured that the
scholarship funds will be
disbursed within 15 to

30 days. He also said that

Labour Welfare Fund
scholarships will also
be added to the portal
shortly.

“Last year the portal
was launched on a tri-
al basis. Now, wheth-
er for the scholarship
from Directorate of So-
cial Welfare, Directorate
of Higher Education or
Directorate of Tribal
Welfare, Director of Ed-
ucation or Higher Edu-
cation, one will have to
apply online by visiting
the website. Benefits will
reach within 15 days and
maximum one month,” he
said..

P.

SLEEPY AND UNSTEADY
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JOSEPH FERNANDES

A man, seemingly in an inebriated state, was seen taking a nap under the shade of the Tortoise
statue near Patto Bridge — a structure developed under the Smart City project. This beautified
public space is often misused as a shelter by migrants, especially during extreme heat or rain.
Authorities are urged to take appropriate measures to prevent such misuse and maintain the

intended purpose and dignity of the structure.

Private bus owners seek study

on 50% female fare concession

Will consider joining ‘Majhi Bus Scheme’ 2025, only
after receiving outstanding subsidy payments

Team Herald

PANJIM: The All Goa Pri-
vate Bus Owners’ Associa-
tion on Wednesday made
it clear that bus owners
will consider joining the
‘Majhi Bus Scheme 2025,
following a detailed study
with regards to 50% fare
concession for women on
both private and Kadamba
buses and only after receiv-
ing outstanding subsidy
payments.

They also sought clari-
fication on all the scheme
points.

Speaking at a meeting to
address several critical is-
sues, association secretary
Sudip Tamhankar said,
“We are in regular contact
with the Chief Minister and

the Transport Minister,
and discussions are ongo-
ing. Until there is full clar-
ity, we will not participate
in the scheme.”

Meeting also addressed
several critical issues, in-
cluding the Chief Minis-
ter’s announcement of a
50% fare concession for
women on both private
and Kadamba buses, the
introduction of ticketing
machines, and other pro-
posed measures.

Tamhankar stated
that none of these de-
cisions were discussed
with the Association
beforehand.

The meeting also gath-
ered input from bus op-

erators regarding the
bus scheme. Tamhankar
TEE

emphasised that the as-
sociation’s top priority is

securing pending subsidy

payments from July 2018
to July 2019 and stressed
that bus owners would
only consider joining the
new scheme after receiv-
ing these outstanding pay-
ments.

Tamhankar  reported
that Association members
reviewed the scheme’s
conditions and agreed

not to participate without

complete clarity on all as-
pects.
He said while the gov-

ernment proposed paying

for nine months in one in-
stallment, with the remain-
der to follow, the Associa-

tion demands a full upfront

payment.

Security

staff at Colvale

jail held with charas

: Team Herald

PANJIM: Security per-
sonnel at Colvale Central
Jail on Wednesday appre-
hended a youth working
under the government’s
apprentice scheme after
200 grams of suspect-
ed charas was allegedly
found in his possession
during a routine frisk-
ing at the second gate.

Sources revealed that
the trainee, assigned
as a CCTV camera op-
erator, was intercepted
at the entrance check-
point and  detained
by prison guards.

This incident follows
closely on the heels of a
recent controversy involv-
ing Jail Warden Narayan
Naik, who was suspended
in connection with two lig-
uor parties held by inmates
inside the jail's cowshed.
Naik, who was in charge

CAUGHT IN THE ACT

© Youth trainee
under government’s
apprentice scheme
caught with 200
grams of suspected
charas

© Incident occurred
during routine frisk-
ing at the second
gate of Colvale
Central Jail

© The trainee was
working as a CCTV
camera operator

of the cowshed, had al-
legedly allowed inmates
unsupervised access un-
der the pretext of cleaning
duties. The parties, where
liquor, tobacco, fish, and
chicken were reportedly
consumed, were exposed
by IRB police deployed for
prison security.

High Court issues notices over
permanent beach structures

Team Herald

PANJIM: The High Court of
Bombay at Goa on Tuesday
issued notices to the Calan-
gute MLA and two others on
a public interest litigation
(PIL) writ petition challeng-
ing the constitutional validity
of the Goa Erection of Shacks
on Public Beaches (Regula-

tion and Control) Act, 2024

so as to regulate the erection
of shacks on public beaches
in the State.

The PIL writ petition has

been filed by Desmond Al-
i vares, Jeremy Edward Sousa

Fereira, Colva Civic and Con-
sumer Forum, Judith Almei-
da and Swapnesh Sherlekar.

The petitioners have
prayed to declare the Goa
Erection of Shacks on Pub-

lic Beaches (Regulation and
Control) Act, 2024, as uncon-
stitutional, ultra vires and
void ab initio and to direct
the respondents to strictly
enforce the provisions of the
CRZ Notification, 2011, and
other environmental laws in
the coastal areas.

Arguing on behalf of pe-
titioners Adv Rohit Bras
De Sa stated that perma-
nent structures are being
erected on beaches using
cast iron pillars and con-
crete foundations thereby
flattening sand dunes and
removing beach vegetation
using heavy machinery.

The petitioners have
sought that the Goa Coastal
Zone Management Authori-
ty (GCZMA) to directed con-
duct a comprehensive sur-

vey of the coastal areas of
Goa to identify and map all
ecologically sensitive areas,
including sand dunes, and
to take appropriate meas-
ures for their protection
and also to take appropriate
action against all construc-
tions that have been erected
in violation of the CRZ No-
tification, 2011, and other
environmental laws.

Advocate General Devi-
das Pangam told the Court
that the government will
file its reply within the next
three weeks.

The Court issued notices
to MLA Michael Lobo, Anju-
na-Caisua village panchayat,
and Gorakh Tuenkar, a field
surveyor of GCZMA and
posted the matter for next
hearing on August 4.
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