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Senior IPS officer Ravada A 
Chandrasekhar addresses 
a press conference after 
taking charge as the new 
Kerala state police chief, in 
Thiruvananthapuram

TMC leader Kalyan 
Banerjee speaks with 
the media after meeting 
Election Commissioners 
at Nirvachan Sadan, in 
New Delhi

Karnataka Deputy 
Chief Minister and state 
Congress President D K 
Shivakumar during a press 
conference at the party 
office, in Bengaluru

Raymond Realty CEO 
Harmohan Sahni addresses 
the listing ceremony 
of Raymond Realty at 
Bombay Stock Exchange 
(BSE), in Mumbai
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Bollywood actress Manushi Chhillar attends the trailer 
launch of her upcoming Indian Hindi-language gangster 
action thriller film ‘Maalik’ in Mumbai

PTI

Elusive leopard trapped in cage 
in Kerala village
WAYANAD: A leopard that has been causing panic among 
residents of Kalloor, a forest-fringe area in this district, 
was trapped in a cage set by wildlife officials early on 
Tuesday. Villagers expressed relief as the forest officials 
were informed and reached the spot after the animal 
was caught. The leopard's presence had been reported 
in Cheeral and Nambiarkunnu areas on the Kerala-Tamil 
Nadu border here for the past few days, according to 
forest authorities.The villagers complained that the big 
cat was responsible for killing several domestic animals in 
recent days. A video, in which a leopard was seen walking 
alongside a road in the area, also surfaced a few days 
back. 

Revised one-time tax slabs set to make 
high-end vehicles costlier in Maharashtra
MUMBAI: High-end cars, CNG/LNG vehicles and goods 
carriers in Maharashtra are set to become more expensive 
from Tuesday due to the revised one-time tax structure of 
the state government, officials said. The cap for one-time 
tax will now be Rs 30 lakh, against the existing Rs 20 lakh, 
which means cars with an ex-showroom price of more 
than Rs 20 lakh will get costlier by at least Rs 10 lakh, they 
said. High-end diesel and petrol cars registered under an 
individual's name, with prices around Rs 1.33 crore and Rs 
1.54 crore, respectively, will now attract more than Rs 20 
lakh in one-time tax, RTO officials said on Monday. 

Gas leakage from tanker reported 
in Jharkhand
JAMSHEDPUR: Vehicular movement was affected on the 
Baharagora-Baripada national highway on Tuesday after 
gas leakage from a tanker was reported in Jharkhand's 
East Singhbhum district, officials said. The district 
administration stopped traffic movement on the highway 
this morning, following the report of Propylene gas 
leakage from the tanker near Jamsola, over 90 km from 
here, they said. On receiving the information about 
the gas leakage from the tanker near a petrol pump in 
Jamsola, the DC asked officials concerned to stop the 
movement of vehicles on the highway that connects 
East Singhbhum with Odisha's Baripada. The district 
administration swung into action as per the direction of 
Deputy Commissioner Karn Satyarthi. 
 

Civil servants to go on ‘mass leave’ from 
Jul 1 to protest assault of senior colleague
BHUBANESWAR: The Odisha Administrative Service 
Association on Monday said its members will go on a 
‘mass leave’ from Tuesday to protest against the alleged 
assault of a senior OAS officer. The decision in this regard 
was taken at a meeting of the association chaired by 
its president Jyoti Ranjan Mishra here. OAS officer and 
Bhubaneswar Municipal Corporation (BMC) Additional 
Commissioner Ratnakar Sahoo was allegedly dragged 
from his office and assaulted by a group of miscreants on 
Monday, police said. 

Fire breaks out in four-storey building in 
Delhi's Seelampur area
NEW DELHI: A fire broke out in a four-storey building in 
Delhi's Seelampur area early on Tuesday. However, no 
casualty has been reported. According to an official of the 
Delhi Fire Services, the department received a call at 2.32 
am, informing about fire in a building in Chauhan Banger. 
The authorities rushed seven fire tenders to the spot. ‘The 
building had a jeans showroom on the ground floor and 
rest floors were residential. The fire was controlled by 8.05 
am,’ the officer said. 

Bengaluru: 260 cases lodged, 98 
auto for overcharging
BENGALURU: In a crackdown against autorickshaws 
overcharging and plying illegally, Karnataka transport 
department authorities on Monday registered 260 cases 
and seized 98 vehicles. The action came days after 
state Transport Minister Ramalinga Reddy directed the 
transport commissioner to take strict action against app-
based and other autorickshaws in Bengaluru that charge 
fares above the government-fixed rates, calling the 
practice a ‘daylight robbery’. In a letter dated June 28, the 
minister said the permits of such autorickshaws should be 
cancelled and cases registered against the violators. 

PTI, VIRUDHUNAGAR: 
At least eight workers, 
including two women, 
were killed in a sudden 
blast at a firecracker 
manufacturing factory in 
Sivakasi in the district on 
Tuesday, police said.

Tamil Nadu Chief Min-
ister M K Stalin, who 
condoled the accident, 
announced solatium to 
the kin of the deceased.

The devastating fire 
gutted the unit and left 
many injured, police 
said. Smoke that bil-
lowed from the factory 
as the firecrackers burst, 
could be seen from a dis-
tance.

Police and fire and res-
cue services personnel 
who reached the spot 
rushed the injured to the 
hospital.

The fire was later 
brought under control, a 
fire and rescue services 

official said.
Revenue officials who 

arrived at the private 
firecracker manufactur-
ing unit in Chinnakaman-
patti near Sivakasi and 
police are inquiring into 
the incident.

The deceased have 
been identified as R Ma-
halingam, C Chellapandi-
an, K Lakshmi, R Rama-
murthy, R Punyamurthy, K 
Ramajayam, M Nagapan-
di, and G Vairamani.

Five persons are un-
dergoing treatment at 
the Government Hospi-
tals in Sivakasi and Ma-
durai.

Expressing 'shock' and 
grief over the tragic in-
cident that happened at 
8.30 am, the chief min-
ister said he has ordered 
the officials to provide 
a solatium of Rs 4 lakh 
each to the families of 
the deceased.

8 killed in crackers 
factory blast in TN

PTI, CHENNAI/SIVAGAN-
GA: The CBI will now probe 
the sensational Sivaganga 
custodial death case, in 
which five policemen have 
been arrested for murder, a 
DSP placed under suspen-
sion and a district police 
chief put on compulsory 
wait, following a Tamil 
Nadu government order.

Amid widespread out-
rage and criticism, and op-
position demand for a CBI 
probe, Chief Minister M K 
Stalin on Tuesday ordered 
transferring to the central 
agency, the investigation 
into death of Ajithkumar 

(29), who was picked up 
by a "special team" for in-
terrogation in connection 
with a theft case.

The CM said he was 
anguished to know that 

Ajithkumar, picked up for 
enquiry died under myste-
rious circumstances in Tir-
uppuvanam "only because 
of the assault by the police 
during interrogation." 

"This is unjustifiable 
and cannot be excused," he 
said in a statement.

While initially six police-
men were suspended, five 
were later arrested for mur-
der charge. The district SP 
has been put on compulsory 
wait while a DSP has been 
suspended, he recalled.

He said he spoke to the 
family of the deceased and 
assured them of a honest 
and transparent probe to 
ensure them justice.

"The Madras High Court 
Madurai bench has allowed 
the CB-CID probe into the 
matter. However, with five 

CBI takes over Sivaganga custodial death 
probe amid opposition outrage

policemen facing allegations, 
to ensure there are no appre-
hensions over the probe, I 
have directed transferring the 
investigation into the matter 
to the Central Bureau of Inves-
tigation (CBI)," Stalin said.

The state government will 

extend full cooperation to the 
CBI, he added.

The matter also came up 
before the Madras High Court 
bench in Madurai, which ap-
pointed an Enquiry Officer to 
look into the issue and submit a 
report on July 8, while allowing 

27-year-old Ajith Kumar was brutally beaten in custody

a CB-CID probe into the case. 

PTI, KOLKATA: The po-
lice custody of the three 
accused in the alleged 
gang rape of a first-year 
student at a law college 
in south Kolkata's Kas-
ba area was extended by 
eight days till July 8 by a 
city court on Tuesday.

The accused comprise 
the prime suspect, Mono-
jit Mishra, an alumnus 
and temporary college 
staffer, and two current 
students, Zaib Ahmed and 
Pramit Mukherjee.  

They were arrested on 
June 26 and produced 
before the Alipore court, 
which initially remand-
ed them to four days of 
police custody ending on 
Tuesday.

The custody of the col-
lege security guard and 
the fourth accused, Pinaki 
Banerjee, who was arrest-
ed on Saturday in connec-
tion with the case and re-
manded in police custody 
till Tuesday, was extended 
till July 4.

The authorities of 
South Calcutta Law Col-
lege where the alleged 
crime took place, mean-
while, terminated the 

services of Mishra and 
expelled the two other 
co-accused who were 
bonafide students of the 
institution.

Mishra was serving 
as a casual employee of 
the college on a previous 
recommendation of the 
college governing body 

which met on Tuesday to 
finalise the disciplinary 
measures.

Police, while quoting 
doctors who examined 
the accused, said that in-
vestigation updates into 
the crime revealed evi-
dence of scratch marks 
on the body of Mishra.

Kolkata college gangrape: Custody 
of 3 accused extended till July 8

CALCUTTA LAW COLLEGE EXPELS ACCUSED
PTI , KOLKATA: The authorities of South 
Calcutta Law College terminated the ser-
vices of the prime accused and expelled two 
other co-accused in the alleged gang rape 
of a 24-year-old student from the institute, 
an official said on Tuesday. The appointment 
of prime accused Monojit Mishra, who was 
serving as a casual employee of the col-
lege on a previous recommendation of its 
governing body, was cancelled in the wake 
of his arrest in connection with the crime. 
Mishra, along with co-accused Zaib Ahmed 
and Pramit Mukherjee, both students of 
the college, were arrested and remanded 
in police custody. Following a meeting of 
the college's governing body chaired by 
Trinamool Congress MLA Ashok Kumar Deb, 
the authorities announced the termination 
of Mishra's services and the expulsion of the 
two students.  

PTI , ITANAGAR: For-
est officials in Arunachal 
Pradesh have discovered 
a new species of flowering 
plant, Begonia nyishiorum, 
in the high-altitude forests 
of East Kameng district.

The species was doc-
umented during a chal-
lenging expedition by 
the Seppa Forest Divi-
sion. Its discovery was 
recently published in the 
prestigious international 
journal Novon: A Journal 
for Botanical Nomencla-

ture, on June 23.
Named in honour of the 

Nyishi tribe, the largest 
in the northeastern state, 
the plant stands out for its 
unique crimson-fringed 
petioles, an identifying 
feature not seen in any 
other Asian Begonia, 
sources at the state forest 
department said.

Chief Minister Pema 
Khandu lauded the Seppa 
Forest Division for the dis-
covery, calling it a proud 
moment for Arunachal 

Pradesh and a reaffirma-
tion of the state's rich eco-
logical legacy and global 
relevance in biodiversity.

The plant now joins the 
expanding list of rare flo-
ra endemic to the Eastern 
Himalayan region, further 
highlighting the area's im-
mense biodiversity.

This discovery also un-
derscores the pressing need 
for continued conservation 
and scientific research in 
one of India's most ecolog-
ically rich regions. 

SC introduces 
reservation for 
apex court staff
PTI, NEW DELHI: In a first, 
the Supreme Court has in-
troduced a formal reser-
vation policy for the direct 
appointment and promo-
tion of its staffers belong-
ing to scheduled castes and 
scheduled tribes.

The decision was com-
municated in a circularis-
sued on June 24 to all Su-
preme Court employees.

As per the directions of 
the Competent Authority, 
it is to notify for the infor-
mation of all concerned 
that the Model Reserva-
tion Roster and Register 
has been uploaded on the 
Supnet (internal email net-
work) and it is made effec-
tive from June 23, 2025.

As per the circular and the 
model roster now in effect, 
top court employees will 
receive a 15 per cent quota 
and ST employees a 7.5 per 
cent quota in promotions.

New species of flowering plant 
found in Arunachal


