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Sir! Bulletproof won't help. Get 
us acid-proof vests!

idharudhar

MAX. TEMP 31.6 OC
MIN. TEMP 24.9 OC

FLOOD AFTERMATH

Vehicles damaged due to uprooted trees after cloudburst-triggered flash floods in Himachal Pradesh, on Tuesday

PTI5 dead in Himachal 
cloudbursts,  
flash floods 

PTI, SHIMLA: Cloudbursts and flash 
floods triggered by heavy overnight 
rains battered Himachal Pradesh's 
Mandi district, leaving five people 
dead, five injured and 16 missing, of-
ficials said on Tuesday.

The state witnessed 11 cloudburst 
incidents, four flash floods and a major 
landslide on Tuesday, most of them in 
Mandi district, disrupting normal life. 

Mandi received extensively high 
rainfall of 253.8 mm since Monday 
evening.

Ten houses, 12 cattle sheds, one 
bridge and several roads have been 
damaged, 26 cattle perished and ef-
forts are on to rescue stranded nine 
people in Mandi district, the officials 
said. 

A total of 287 people including 233 
in Mandi, 51 in Hamirpur and three 
in Chamba have been rescued safely, 
according to the state emergency op-
eration centre. 

In Mandi district, cloudbursts were 
reported in four places in Gohar, three 
in Karsog, two in Dharampur and one 
place in Thunag. 

Two deaths were reported in Bada 
and one in Talwara, both in Gohar 
area, one in old Bazaar in Karsog while 
one body was recovered at Neri-Kotla 
in Jogindernagar.
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Telangana 
pharma plant  
explosion toll 

rises to 36
PTI, HYDERABAD: The 
toll in the explosion at the 
Sigachi Industries' phar-
ma plant in Sangareddy 
District of Telangana 
rose to 36 and the state 
government will engage 
with the management of 
the firm to ensure that 
a compensation of Rs 1 
crore is paid to the kin 
of those who died in the 
horrific accident, Chief 
Minister A Reavnth reddy 
said on Tuesday.

A senior police official 
said 34 people who were 
injured in the blast are 
undergoing treatment in 
various hospitals. 

The toll has risen from 
15 last night after more 
bodies were found dur-
ing the removal of de-
bris, officials said. The 
fatal accident on Mon-
day is suspected to have 
been caused by a chemi-
cal reaction.

The Chief Minister, 
who visited the site, 
also said those who are 
seriously injured will 
receive Rs 10 lakh, while 
those who are injured 
but can resume work 
after some recovery will 
be provided Rs 5 lakh.
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PTI, BENGALURU: The 
Central Administrative Tri-
bunal (CAT) on Tuesday 
observed that the police 
are neither ‘God’ nor ‘ma-
gician’ to manage massive 
crowds at short notice, 
while holding Royal Chal-
lengers Bengaluru "prima 
facie responsible" for the 
stampede outside Chinnas-
wamy Stadium on June 4.

The observation came as 
the CAT quashed the Karna-
taka government's suspen-
sion order against senior 
IPS officer Vikash Kumar 
Vikash, who faced the ac-
tion in the wake of a fatal 
stampede here last month.

Eleven people lost their 
lives after nearly 2.5 lakh 
fans thronged the MG 
Road and Cubbon Road ar-
eas near the stadium after 
RCB announced a victory 
parade and a fan engage-
ment programme to cel-
ebrate the team's maiden 
IPL triumph.

"Police personnel are 
also human beings. They 
are neither "God" (Bhag-
wan) nor "Magician" and 

also not having the magic 
powers like "Alladdin ka 
Chirag" which was able 
to fulfill any wish only by 
rubbing a finger," the CAT 
observed.

The RCB had posted in 
its social media handles 
about the parade and the 
fan engagement on the 
morning of June 4, and 
the Tribunal noted that 
the police department did 
not have sufficient time in 
its hands to manage such 
a large gathering at such  
short notice.

"Because of shortage of 
time on 04.06.2026, the 
police was unable to do 
the appropriate arrange-
ments,” the CAT noted.

BENGALURU 
STAMPEDE
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CAT quashes 
IPS officer’s 

suspension order
Police personnel are 
also human beings. 

They are neither ‘God’ 
(Bhagwan) nor ‘magician’ 
and also not having the 
magic powers like 
‘Alladdin ka Chirag’ which 
was able to fulfill any 
wish only by rubbing a 
finger
— Central Administrative 
Tribunal

Team Herald

PANJIM: The High 
Court of Bombay at 
Goa proved again on 
Monday that when it 
comes to saving Goa’s 
soil from the clutches 
of land-grabbers, the 
people’s biggest hope 
and faith lie in the 
court’s affirmative action.

When the 118-page land-
mark verdict striking down 
Outline Development Plans 
(ODPs) in the five North 
Goa villages of Calangute, 
Candolim, Parra, Arpora 
and Nagoa came into the 
public domain on Monday, 
it became clear that the 
state government had no 
choice but to strictly adhere 
to the Regional Plan 2021 
(RP 2021). All zoning certif-
icates and construction per-
missions granted under the 
now-scrapped ODPs stand 
cancelled.

The ruling effectively 
means that any develop-
ment inconsistent with RP 
2021 is now illegal and sub-
ject to demolition — a posi-
tion also backed by an inter-
im order from the Supreme 
Court in the same matter.

The Court refrained from 
delving into individual zone 
change challenges within 
the ODPs, as it found the 
very preparation of the 
ODPs to be illegal, firmly 
stating that executive ac-
tions cannot override statu-
tory provisions.

The judgment came in 
response to a Public Inter-
est Litigation (PIL) filed 
by NGO Goa Foundation, 
Roshan Mathias, the Calan-
gute Constituency Forum, 
and the Calangute Village 
Panchayat. The petitioners 
argued that the ODPs vio-
lated provisions of the TCP 
Act, 1974.

The High Court also struck 
down a circular dated De-
cember 22, 2022, issued 
by the Chief Town Planner, 
which had controversially 
kept the defunct ODPs op-

erational, despite the five 
villages having been de-no-
tified as planning areas un-
der the Town and Country 
Planning (TCP) Act. The 
Court noted that the State 
government attempted to 
override the Court's stay on 
the circular through an Or-
dinance, which later lapsed. 
An executive order issued 
under Article 162 of the 
Constitution to protect ODP-
based permissions was also 
declared void.

Reacting to the judgment, 
Goa Foundation Director 
Claude Alvares welcomed 
the decision, stating: “The 
High Court has categorically 
declared that the Regional 
Plan and its ecological zones 
are sacrosanct. Construc-
tions that do not conform to 
the Regional Plan must be 
demolished. The judgment 

invalidates the circular, the 
executive order, and all zon-
ing certificates based on 
the ODPs. These ODPs were 
designed to circumvent the 
Regional Plan. The Court 
has restored the sanctity 
of the RP, which was meant 
to protect eco-sensitive  
zones.”

Environmental activist 
Swapnesh Sherlekar also 
hailed the verdict, saying, 
“This judgment makes it 
clear that the government’s 
actions were unconstitu-
tional and procedurally 
dishonest. The judiciary 
has rejected the use of 
‘public interest’ as a cover 
for illegality. We once again 

demand the immediate re-
moval of the Minister. Goa 
deserves officials who re-
spect the law and environ-
mental responsibility.”

The State government has 
already indicated its inten-
tion to appeal the ruling be-
fore the Supreme Court and 
is seeking a stay on the High 
Court’s judgment.

As of now, all development 
in the affected villages must 
align strictly with the pro-
visions of the Regional Plan 
2021, signalling a major shift 
in Goa’s planning framework 
and a stern warning against 
attempts to dilute environ-
mental safeguards through 
administrative means.

HC verdict turns clock 
back to Regional Plan ’21

Relief for petitioners fighting against Outline Development Plans in 
five North Goa villages; but all eyes on govt to see if it moves SC

JUNE 24, 2025 The High Court has declared that the Regional Plan 
and its ecological zones are sacrosanct. 

Constructions that do not conform to the Regional Plan 
must be demolished. The judgment invalidates the 
circular, the executive order, and all zoning certificates 
based on ODPs
– Claude Alvares, Goa Foundation Director

This judgment makes it clear that the government’s 
actions were unconstitutional and procedurally 

dishonest. The judiciary has rejected the use of ‘public 
interest’ as a cover for illegality
– Swapnesh Sherlekar, environmental activist

Team Herald

PANJIM: In a shocking rev-
elation, Nilesh Dessai (46), 
accused of hurling acid at 
a 17-year-old boy, has re-
portedly confessed to the 
police that he committed 
the crime after the victim 
ended a relationship with 
his daughter, who later died.

According to police, 
Dessai’s daughter and the 
victim studied at a higher 
secondary school in Ma-
pusa and had been in a 
relationship. The accused 
claimed the breakup had a 
devastating impact on his 
daughter, ultimately lead-
ing to her death — a trage-

dy that allegedly drove him 
to commit the act.

Detailing the sequence 
of events, police said Des-
sai stole a five-litre can of 
acid from a glass manufac-
turing unit in the Karaswa-
da Industrial Estate, where 
he had been employed as 
a gardener for just eight 
days. He concealed the can 
in his scooter, covering it 
with a raincoat.

The attack, which has 
shocked the State, has 
prompted swift action. 
Police have seized the ac-
cused’s scooter, helmet 
and raincoat. Forensic 
Science Laboratory (FSL) 
teams have examined the 

vehicle for traces of acid 
or other chemicals. A sepa-
rate FIR will be registered 
at Mapusa Police Station 
for the theft of the acid can.

Meanwhile, Dessai un-
derwent a medical exami-
nation at Goa Medical Col-
lege and Hospital (GMC) 
to check for traces of acid 
on his body. The Pernem 
Judicial Magistrate First 
Class (JMFC) has remand-
ed him to two days of  
police custody.

Given that the victim 
is a minor, the court also 
directed the police to pro-
duce Dessai before the 
President of the Children’s 
Court in Panjim.

Daughter’s death drove 
me on, says accused

Accused remanded to police custody, 
vital evidence gathered

ACID ATTACK 

GAURESH SATTARKAR

CURCHOREM: The Goa State Pol-
lution Control Board (GSPCB) has 
confirmed that no mandatory 
Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) was carried out before 
constructing a sewage treatment 
plant (STP) in Curchorem. This 
was revealed in a Right to Infor-
mation (RTI) reply to local resi-
dent Sushant Vast, dated June 25.

According to the response, 
the GSPCB holds no record of an 
EIA for the STP being developed 
at Survey No 505 in Cacora, un-
der the jurisdiction of the Cur-
chorem-Cacora Municipal Council 
(CCMC).

Environmental activists say this 
is a clear violation of the EIA No-
tification, 2006, and a ruling by 
the National Green Tribunal (Ap-
plication No 124 of 2013), both 
of which mandate environmental 
clearance before starting such in-
frastructure projects.

The NGT ruling refers to a guid-
ance manual from the Ministry of 
Environment, Forest and Climate 
Change, which states that any con-
struction, expansion, or upgrade 

of combined effluent treatment 
plants (CETPs) must get prior en-
vironmental clearance. It further 
notes that any plant handling ef-
fluents with more than 10% in-
dustrial waste by volume qualifies 
as a CETP.

Environmental activist Aditya 
Dessai said the sewage line con-
nected to the Curchorem STP runs 
through the Cacora Industrial Es-
tate and is expected to carry mixed 
effluents, including industrial dis-
charge.“This clearly brings the pro-
ject within the ambit of mandatory 
environmental clearance,” he said.

The GSPCB also confirmed that 
while No Objection Certificates 
(NOCs) were issued by the Town 
and Country Planning Department 
and the local municipal council, 
these approvals were granted 
without conducting any environ-
ment impact assessment.

The RTI response also revealed 
a lack of key documentation — 
including baseline water quality 
data, records of public consulta-
tions, and assessments of poten-
tial mangrove destruction. 

Curchorem sewage plant built 
without environmental clearance

Goa Pollution Board admits STP bypassed required EIA; 
activists allege mangrove destruction, illegal riverbed filling

The sewage plant being built without the mandatory environmental clearance 
at Curchorem
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