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PTI, BHUBANESWAR/BA-
LASORE/BARIPADA: With 
major rivers in north Odisha 
in spate, the state govern-
ment has started evacuating 

Odisha evacuates people as floodwaters 
enter Balasore, Mayurbhanj districts

people from low-lying are-
as and launched rescue and 
relief operations in Balasore 
and Mayurbhanj districts, 
officials said on Monday.

The state government has 
sounded a red alert for both 
districts as water levels in 
rivers like Subarnarekha, 
Budhabalang, Jalaka, and 
Sono continue to rise. 

According to official 
sources, the Subarnarekha 
river reached a water level 
of 11.53 metres at Rajghat 
at noon on Monday – well 

above the danger mark of 
10.36 metres.  At least four 
blocks in Balasore – Balia-
pal, Bhograi, Jaleswar, and 
Basta – are likely to be af-
fected.

According to officials, 
Budhabalang river threat-

ens to flood Balasore mu-
nicipality and sadar areas, 
while Jalaka river waters 
are likely to impact Basta 
and Balasore sadar regions.

"Floodwaters have in-
undated parts of Balasore 
and Mayurbhanj. District 

MONSOON FURY: FIVE-STOREY BUILDING 
COLLAPSES IN SHIMLA

PTI, SHIMLA:  As monsoon remained active in Him-
achal Pradesh, news of rain-induced damages, building 
collapse, landslides and road blockades poured in on 
Monday. A five-storey building collapsed in Bhattakufer 
in the suburbs of Shimla on Monday morning, while 
several cows from a shed washed away in the cloudburst 
in Rampur. The building at Mathu Colony on the road 
to Chamiyana Super Speciality Hospital caved in, albeit 
without casualties as the district administration, sensing 
grave risk, had already evacuated the inmates. However, 
two adjoining buildings were also endangered. 

A man points at the debris of a multi-storey building that 
collapsed following heavy rainfall, at Bhattakufer

PTI, RAJOURI/JAMMU: A 
Pakistani national arrest-
ed along the Line of Con-
trol (LoC) near Jammu and 
Kashmir's border districts 
of Poonch and Rajouri 
while attempting to infil-
trate into India is a terror-
ist guide, officials said on 
Monday.

Mohammed Arif was 
leading a group of four 
Jaish-e-Mohammad (JeM) 
terrorists into the Indian 
side when he was over-
powered and arrested by 
alert Army troops on Sun-
day afternoon. The terror-
ists with him jumped from 
a steep cliff and returned to 
the Pakistani side with in-
juries, the officials said.

Arif, a resident of Datote 
village in Pakistan-occu-
pied Kashmir (PoK), was 
arrested from the forward 
Hajura post in Gambhir 
area under the Army's 
Ace of Spades division, 
they added. Recapping the 

events of the day, they said 
vigilant troops, maintain-
ing an aggressive surveil-
lance posture in the rugged 
terrain, detected suspi-
cious movement of a group 
of suspected terrorists 
attempting to exploit the 
difficult terrain and dense 
foliage in order to infiltrate.

While Arif, in his late 20s, 
was "tactfully captured", 
the four terrorists jumped 
off the cliff when they no-
ticed the Indian Army. They 
landed in ‘No Man's Land' 
and returned to Pakistani 
side under the cover of 
thick foliage and adverse 
weather conditions, the of-
ficials said.

Army troops could not 
open fire on the terrorists 
due to the presence of Pa-
kistani posts nearby, they 
said. Drone footage of the 
area showed a blood trail, 
indicating that the terror-
ists had suffered injuries 
due to the fall. 

J&K: Arrested Pak 
national confirmed as 

terrorist, interrogation on

PTI, SHILLONG: In a 
move aimed at enhancing 
the safety of tourists, the 
authorities in Meghalaya 
have made it compulsory 
for visitors to hire guides 
while participating in out-
door activities within the 
East Khasi Hills district, 
officials said on Monday.

The orders came a 
month after Indore busi-
nessman Raja Raghuvan-
shi's murder, planned by 
his wife during their hon-
eymoon in the Sohra re-
gion of the state.

"In view of safety rea-
sons, it is now mandatory 
for all tourists to take the 
services of a registered 
tourist guide while under-
taking treks (and outdoor 
activities) in the area," 
East Khasi Hills Deputy 
Commissioner Rosetta M 
Kurbah said in an order.

Mandatory guide services 
will not only ensure better 
safety for visitors but also 
help prevent incidents such 
as getting lost, sustaining 
injuries, or being vulnerable 
to criminal activities in iso-

lated areas, she said.
Kurbah who is also the 

Chairperson of the District 
Tourism Promotion Socie-
ty (DTPS) cited safety and 
security concerns follow-
ing the Raja Raghuvanshi 
murder case that shook 
the state which also led to 
the arrest of eight people 
from Indore.

Tourism officials said 
the order would be strict-
ly enforced, and violators 
may face penalties or be 
denied access to trekking 
routes.

administrations have 
started evacuating peo-
ple from low-lying and 

flood-prone areas. Rescue 
and relief operations are 
underway. The situation 
is under control," Revenue 
and Disaster Management 
Minister Suresh Pujari told 
reporters after reviewing 
the flood situation.

The minister added that 
while the Subarnarekha 
river's water level is still 

rising, Budhabalang is on a 
receding trend. 

He attributed the flood-
ing to the release of rain-
water from Chandil Dam 
and Galudihi Barrage in 
neighbouring Jharkhand.

Chief engineer is in con-
stant touch with the dis-
trict collectors of Balasore 
and Mayurbhanj. 

Following Raja Raghuvanshi’s 
murder, guides must for 

tourists visiting Meghalaya 
PTI, NEW DELHI: The 
Supreme Court on Mon-
day junked a plea filed by 
former cricket adminis-
trator Lalit Modi seeking 
an order to the BCCI to 
pay a penalty of Rs 10.65 
crore imposed on him by 
the ED for violating the 
Foreign Exchange Man-
agement Act (FEMA).

  A bench of Justices P 
S Narasimha and R Ma-
hadevan, however, said 
Modi will be entitled to 
avail civil remedies as 
available according to 
law.

The Bombay High 
Court on December 19 
last year had imposed a 
cost of Rs 1 lakh on Modi 
while dismissing his peti-
tion seeking an order to 
the BCCI to pay a penal-
ty of Rs 10.65 crore im-
posed on him by the En-
forcement Directorate for 
violating FEMA.

The high court had said 
the petition was "frivo-
lous and wholly miscon-
ceived" as the adjudi-
cation authority under 
FEMA has imposed the 
penalty on Modi.

SC junks Lalit Modi’s 
plea seeking BCCI to 
pay his ED penalty


