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Trump says ‘very wealthy’ group to buy TikTok

AFP, WASHINGTON: Pres-
ident Donald Trump said
Sunday a group of buyers
had been found for TikTok,

which faces a looming ban
in the United States due
to its China ties, adding he
could name the purchasers

in two weeks.

"We have a buyer for Tik-
Tok, by the way," Trump said
in an interview on Fox's

Sunday Morning Futures
with Maria Bartiromo.

"Very wealthy people. It's
a group of wealthy people,”
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the president said, without
revealing more except to
say he would make their
identities known "in about
. two weeks."
The president also said
he would likely need "China
: approval” for the sale, "and I
. think President Xi (Jinping)
will probably do it."
¢ TikTok is owned by Chi-
: na-based internet company
: ByteDance.
i A federal law requiring
: TikTok's sale or ban on
i national security grounds
i was due to take effect the
: day before Trump's inau-
i guration on January 20.
¢ But the Republican, whose
: 2024 election campaign
i relied heavily on social
i media and who has said he
i is fond of TikTok, put the
¢ ban on pause.
In mid-June Trump ex-

tended a deadline for the :
popular video-sharing app :
by another 90 days to find :
a non-Chinese buyer or :
be banned in the United :

States.

Tech experts quickly de-
scribed the TikTok kerfuf- :
fle as a symbol of the heat- :

ed US-China tech rivalry.

While Trump had long :
supported a ban or di- :
vestment, he reversed his :
position and vowed to de- :
fend the platform - which :
boasts almost two billion :
global users - after coming :
to believe it helped him win :
young voters' support in :

the November election.

"I have a little warm spot :
in my heart for TikTok" :
Trump told NBC News in :
early May. "If it needs an :
extension, [ would be will- :

ing to give it an extension."

Sri Lankan Navy arrests
8 Indian fishermen for

alleged illegal fishing

PTI, COLOMBO: The Sri
: Lankan Navy on Sunday ar-
: rested 8 Indian fishermen
i and seized their trawler for
: allegedly poaching in the is-
¢ land nation's waters, accord-
¢ ingto an official release.

The arrests were made

. during a search operation
i in the north of Mannar, the
: Navy said in a press release.

The eight fishermen

and their trawler would be
¢ handed over to the Fisheries

Inspectorate in Mannar for
legal proceedings, it said.
“The North Central Naval

Command spotted a group
i of Indian fishing boats en-
: gaging in illegal fishing,
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trespassing into Sri Lankan :
waters in the early hours :
of today. In response, the :
North Central Naval Com-
mand deployed its Inshore :
Patrol Craft to drive away :
those Indian fishing boats :
from island waters, north

of Mannar,” it said.

Fishermen from both !
India and Sri Lanka are ar- :
rested frequently for inad- :
vertently trespassing into :

each other's waters.

The Palk Strait, a narrow
strip of water separating :
Tamil Nadu from Sri Lanka, :
is a rich fishing ground for :
fishermen from both coun- :

tries.
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