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PTI, THIRUVANAN-
THAPURAM:  Kerala Chief 
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan 
on Friday condemned the 
RSS's call to review the 
words 'socialist' and 'secu-
lar' in the Indian Constitu-
tion's Preamble, describ-
ing it as "a brazen attempt 
to dismantle the core ide-
als of our Republic."

In a post on 'X,' the 
chief minister said, "In-
voking the emergency 
to discredit these princi-
ples is a deceitful move, 
especially when the RSS 
colluded with the Indira 

Gandhi Government dur-
ing that time for its own 
survival."

"To use that period now 
to undermine the Consti-
tution reflects sheer hy-
pocrisy and political op-
portunism," he said.

The statement from Vi-
jayan, who is also a vet-
eran CPI(M) leader, came 
a day after the RSS called 
for reviewing the words 
'socialist' and 'secular' 
in the Preamble of the 
Constitution, saying they 
were included during 
the Emergency and were 

Kerala CM slams RSS over call to review 
Constitution’s secular, socialist ideals

never part of the Con-
stitution drafted by B R 
Ambedkar.

Vijayan said secularism 
and socialism are not ad-
ditions; they define India 
and urged every citizen 
who believes in democ-
racy to raise their voice 
against the "communal 
agenda" of RSS.

Addressing an event or-
ganised in New Delhi on 
the Emergency, RSS gen-
eral secretary Hosabale 
said on Thursday, "The 
Preamble of the Constitu-
tion Baba Saheb Ambed-

kar made never had these 
words. During the Emer-
gency, when fundamental 
rights were suspended, 
Parliament did not work, 
judiciary became lame, 
then these words were 
added."

He said discussions were 
held on this issue later but 
no effort was made to re-
move them from the Pre-
amble. So whether they 
should remain in the Pre-
amble should be consid-

ered, he added.
"The Preamble is eter-

nal. Are the thoughts of 
socialism as an ideology 
eternal for India?" Hosa-
bale said.

The suggestion from the 
RSS' second senior-most 
functionary to consider 
removing the two terms 
came as he hit out at the 
Congress for its Emergen-
cy-era excesses and de-
manded an apology from 
the party.

PTI, THIRUVANAN-
THAPURAM: Zumba 
dance, a high-energy fit-
ness programme intro-
duced in schools in Kerala 
by the General Education 
Department as part of its 
anti-drug campaign, is fac-
ing opposition from cer-
tain Muslim groups who 
argue that it goes against 
moral values.

The programme was 
introduced in schools fol-
lowing a directive from 
Chief Minister Pinarayi 

Vijayan, who stated that 
the dance— which com-
bines dance and aerobic 
movements performed 
to lively music—would 
help reduce stress among 
schoolchildren and, in 
turn, counter the men-
ace of drug abuse among 
young people.

From this academic year, 
many schools have begun 
offering Zumba training.

“Zumba dance is against 
moral values,” claimed 
Abdussamad Pookkottur, 

Zumba dance programme in Kerala 
schools faces oppn from Muslim groups

state secretary of the Sa-
mastha Kerala Sunni Yuvaja-
na Sangham (SYS), in a Face-
book post on Friday, voicing 
his protest against the state 
government's initiative. He 
also urged parents to think 
more critically about the 
programme.

PTI, JAMMU:  A search 
operation by a joint team 
of security forces is un-
derway to track down 
three Pakistan-based 
Jaish-e-Mohammad (JeM) 
terrorists in a forested 
area of Jammu and Kash-
mir's Udhampur district 
on Friday, officials said.

A Pakistan-based JeM 
terrorist was killed in an 
encounter with security 
forces on Thursday and 
three of his associates 
remain trapped in the 
forested area of the Bas-
antgarh belt.

Backed by drones and 
sniffer dogs, the opera-
tion resumed afresh this 
morning, with the cordon 
further strengthened with 
additional reinforcements 
to eliminate the remain-
ing terrorists of the group, 
they added.

"In the ongoing oper-
ation at Basantgarh, we 
had an encounter with 
terrorists around 8:30 
am yesterday. Due to 
poor weather, the oper-
ation faced challenges. 
This group consisted of 
four terrorists," Inspector 
General of Police Bhim 
Sen Tuti told reporters 
here.

He further said that 
one terrorist has been 
successfully neutralised 
and the search is on to 
track down the remain-
ing three. 

"The weather has now 
improved in the area. An 
operation is underway," 
he added.

Manhunt on for JeM 
terrorists in J-K 

The group of four terror-
ists had been tracked for a 
year. They were confronted 
by a joint search party of the 
Army and police in the re-
mote Bihali area of Basant-
garh on Thursday morning, 
the officials said.

400+ mango 
varieties at 
Delhi’s 34th 

mango festival
PTI, NEW DELHI:  Suhag 
Sindoori known for its 
deep red hue and playful 
varieties like Majnu, Kari-
na, named after a farmer's 
daughter, over 400 unique 
types of mangoes are on 
display at the 34th Mango 
Festival at Delhi's Tyaga-
raj Stadium.

The three-day festival 
that starts from 11am to 
8pm, organised by the Delhi 
Tourism Department, was 
inaugurated on Friday by 
Chief Minister Rekha Gup-
ta. She called mangoes "an 
emotional experience" root-
ed in India's villages, culture 
and summer memories.

"Mango is not just a fruit 
- it's a part of our heritage," 
she said, calling on people 
of Delhi to bring their fam-
ilies and savour the coun-
try's mango legacy.

Gupta also unveiled the 
festival's official mascot at 
the event.

"In India, mango is not 
just a fruit, it is an emo-
tional experience. It re-
minds us of our villages, 
our traditions, and the 
warmth of summer mem-
ories. This festival is dedi-
cated to our hardworking 
farmers whose toil brings 
the sweetness of mangoes 
to our tables," she added.

The chief minister said, 
"This festival is where 
flavours meet memories, 
and culture meets com-
munity. We invite every-
one to experience this 
sweetness together."

One of them neutralised


