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HERITAGE OVERLOOKED

 Installed in 1962, the statue of mythical heroine Shakuntala at Mapusa market once featured 
a working fountain with water flowing from her outstretched pot. While civic workers recently 
cleared the area of weeds and garbage, the water feature remains defunct—another sign of long-
standing neglect

JOSEPH FERNANDES

 Team Herald 

PANJIM: Panjim’s displaced meat 
vendors are finally seeing signs 
of relief, with construction of six 
temporary market sheds now 
underway at the old fish mar-
ket complex—nearly a year after 
their shops were sealed by the 
Corporation of the City of Panaji 
(CCP).

The work, being executed by B 
S Construction—an agency con-
tracted by the CCP—commenced 
last Friday and is expected to be 
completed by next week. The pro-
ject was commissioned following 
a tender process in which the con-
tractor quoted Rs 9.7 lakh.

The move follows a Supreme 
Court order earlier in January 
this year, directing the CCP to 
rehabilitate meat vendors by al-
locating fixed spaces within a 
temporary structure originally in-
tended for fish sellers. The Court 
also mandated that these stalls 
be equipped with deep freezers, 
refrigerators, meat cutting facili-
ties, security shutters, and access 
to water and electricity—basic 
infrastructure necessary for run-
ning their trade.

The delay in implementing the 
Court’s order, however, has come 
at a steep cost to the vendors. 
Most have been operating from 

far-flung villages or not at all, suf-
fering heavy financial losses and 
a drastic drop in their customer 
base.

“We have been suffering loss-
es for the last nine months. Over 
half of our business is down,” said 
Mushtak Khatib, a vendor who 
now sells from a village outside 
the city. “When we were in Pan-
jim, customers came from Santa 
Cruz, Taleigao, Porvorim, Betim 
and the city itself. Now, we’re re-
stricted to one village.”

The turmoil began in Septem-
ber 2024, when the CCP sealed 
off shops inside the fish market 
complex. The move was preceded 
by demolition notices served in 
August that year, citing structur-
al instability in the decades-old 
building. Vendors, most of whom 
had leased space for meat stalls, 
were asked to vacate. Soon after, 
the building was demolished, 
leaving dozens of traders, work-
ers and labourers without a place 
of business.

Among them was Mannasab 
Bepari, president of the All Goa 
Beef Vendors Association, who 
welcomed the current construc-
tion work, despite the months-
long delay. “I am very happy with 
the work being done. The fact that 
it is being done after five months 
is not my concern right now. I am 
not selling any meat at the mo-
ment and am waiting for the store 
to be ready,” he said.

Bepari, who represents several 
generational vendors with roots 
tracing back to the Portuguese 
era, added, “There was no busi-
ness for 1.5 years and I lived off 
my savings. We have been in this 
business for generations. I want 
the work to be finished fast so we 

can start our 
business soon. We 
will be provided 
with a stall with 
shutters. We will 
get our fridges and 

whatever else is required for the 
business.”

An official from the CCP, when 
asked about the delay in setting 
up the temporary stalls, said the 
tendering process took time. “The 
Supreme Court order came in 
February, and we had to follow 
procedure to finalise the contrac-
tor,” the official said.

Meanwhile, the lack of a func-
tioning beef market in the capital 
has impacted not just traders, but 
consumers too. Residents across 
Panjim and surrounding areas 
have found it increasingly difficult 
to source quality beef during ma-
jor festivals, including Christmas, 
New Year, Easter and Eid.

After 5 months, construction of market 
sheds for Panjim meat vendors begins
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AGENCIES, MAHAKUMBH 
NAGAR: At least 30 people 
were killed and 60 injured 
in a pre-dawn stampede 
at the Sangam area of the 
Maha Kumbh early Wednes-
day as millions of pilgrims 
jostled for space to take a 
holy dip on the occasion of 
one of the most auspicious 
days of Mauni Amavasya.

For several hours there 
was little clarity on how the 
tragedy unfolded between 
1-2 am, and even on the 
number of casualties, before 
Maha Kumbh DIG Vaibhav 
Krishna gave the details of 
the casualties at a press con-

ference here in the evening.
"The incident took place 

due to the pressure of the 
crowd. The crowd broke 
barricades and jumped to 
the other side, crushing 
those waiting there. Over 
90 injured were rushed to 

the hospital, of whom 30 
died," he said. The officer 
said 25 of the deceased 
have been identified. Four 
of them are from Karnataka 
and one each from Assam 
and Gujarat.

Among those injured, 36 

are undergoing treatment 
at the hospital and the rest 
have been sent with their 
families.

The tragedy also means 
that the government’s 
much-touted security ban-
dobast, which includes 

AI-driven surveillance meant 
to give advance warnings on 
overcrowding, fell woefully 
short when it came to actual 
on-ground handling of the 
millions of devotees.

TRAGEDY & TEARS AT MAHA 
KUMBH: 30 DIE IN STAMPEDE 

Govt stifles details of tragedy for hours as the grief-stricken search for 

answers in the melee; much-touted AI-driven surveillance fails litmus test

Rescue operation underway at the Mahakumbh Mela, in Prayagraj, Wednesday; (right) a family member of injured devotees prays for relief after the tragedy unfolded 

Now that the truth of the claims of 

making world class arrangements 

has come out in front of everyone, those 

who were claiming and spreading false 

propaganda about it should resign from 

their posts taking moral responsibility 

for the people killed in this accident

– Akhilesh Yadav,  
Samajwadi Party president

I express my deepest condolences to the 

bereaved families and hope for the speedy 

recovery of the injured… Mismanagement and the 

administration’s special focus on VIP movement 

instead of common devotees are responsible for this 

tragic incident… VIP culture should be curbed and 

the government should make better arrangements 

to meet the needs of common devotees

– Rahul Gandhi, Congress leader

It is important 
to get to the 

bottom of the 
whole episode on 
how such a tragedy 
occurred
– Yogi 
Adityanath,  
UP CM

PICS: PTI

Marriage of two 
Hindus can’t be 

dissolved within a 
year: Allahabad HC

PTI, PRAYAGRAJ (UP): The Allahabad 

High Court has observed that marriage 

between two Hindus is sacrosanct and 

it cannot be dissolved within one year 

of marriage unless there is exception-

al hardship or depravity as provided 

under the Hindu Marriage Act.
The order was passed by a two-

judge bench of Justices Ashwani 

Kumar Mishra and Donadi Ramesh. 

The couple – Nishant Bharadwaj and 

Rishika Gautam – had filed for mu-

tual dissolution of marriage under 

Section 13-B of the Hindu Marriage 

Act, 1955. However, it was rejected 

by the Family Court in Saharanpur on 

the ground that the minimum period 

for moving the application as provid-

ed under Section 14 of the Act had  

not elapsed.
In its January 15 judgment, the divi-

sion bench dismissed the first appeal 

filed by Bharadwaj challenging the 

Family Court order, leaving it open for 

the two parties to move a fresh appli-

cation after the expiry of one year. It 

was observed that except for mutual 

incompatibility, no exceptional cir-

cumstance was shown to exist to al-

low the parties to file for divorce with-

in one year of marriage.

AIMING FOR THE SKY

ISRO’s GSLV carrying navigation satellite NVS-02 lifts off from the Satish Dhawan 

Space Centre (SDSC), in Sriharikota, Andhra Pradesh

PTI 

Waqf bill: Oppn 
slams govt move
PTI, NEW DELHI: A parlia-
mentary panel examining 
the Waqf Amendment Bill 
on Wednesday adopted by 
a majority vote its report 
that contained changes 
suggested by ruling BJP 
members, prompting the 
opposition to dub the ex-
ercise as an attempt to de-
stroy the Waqf boards.

The Joint Committee of 
Parliament (JPC) on the 
Waqf (Amendment) Bill, 
chaired by BJP member 
Jagdambika Pal, adopted 
the report on the draft 
legislation by a 15-11 
majority vote. Opposition 
members were submitting 
dissent notes to the report.
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PANJIM: Days after a brawl 
at his shack led to the 
death of a local villager in 
Arambol, the Department 
of Tourism has cancelled 
the shack license issued 
to Manuel Espritosanto 
Fernandes and imposed 
a hefty penalty of Rs 25 
lakh. Fernandes is accused 
of subletting his shack at 
Arambol beach to a third 
party, whose workers were 
involved in an assault that 
led to the death of Amar 
Bandekar, the villager.

The Tourism Depart-
ment has ordered Fer-
nandes to demolish the 
shack within seven days, 
warning that failure to 
comply will result in the 
demolition being carried 
out at his own expense, 
with costs recovered as ar-
rears of land revenue. Ad-
ditionally, Fernandes has 
been permanently black-

listed and barred from par-
ticipating in future shack 
allotments under the Tour-
ism Shack Policy.

The department’s action 
follows a report submitted 
by the Mandrem Police 
Inspector on January 27, 
2025, which confirmed 
that Fernandes had violat-

ed Clause 20 of the Tour-
ism Shack Policy by sub-
letting the shack. As part 
of the penalty, the security 
deposit paid by Fernandes 
has been forfeited to the 
government treasury.

On Wednesday, Pernem 
SDPO Ashish Shirodkar 
along with Mandrem PI 
Sherif Jacques held a meet-
ing with shack owners 
from Arambol, Mandrem, 
Morjim and Keri areas and 
sternly warned them not to 
take law in their hand. The 
shack owners were also 
instructed to shut their 
shacks by 11 pm.

This is not the first case 
of subletting. In Septem-
ber 2023, the Department 
of Tourism imposed Rs 10 
lakh as fine on Raymond 
Zeno Fernandes from Cal-
angute for subletting his 
shack. His security deposit 
was also forfeited.

Tourism Minister Ro-
han Khaunte expressed 

Site of fatal brawl, Arambol 

shack to be pulled down 
Shack licence owner slapped with Rs 25 lakh fine; 

minister admits difficulty in monitoring shacks

Tourism Department 
has ordered Fernandes 
to demolish the shack 

within seven days, 
warning that failure to 

comply will result in 
the demolition being 
carried out at his own 

expense, with costs 
recovered as arrears of 

land revenue. Fernandes 

has been permanently 
blacklisted and barred 
from participating in 

future shack allotments 
under the Tourism 

Shack Policy
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PANJIM: It’s a battle for 
livelihood that was fought 
right up to the Supreme 
Court, and now that they 
have finally got a favour-
able ruling, the meat ven-
dors of Panjim are cau-
tiously optimistic about 
their future. 

The Supreme Court on 
Tuesday had directed the 
Corporation of the City of 
Panjim (CCP) to allocate 
fixed spots to the meat 
vendors in a temporary 
shed being constructed 
for the rehabilitation of 
fish vendors at the old fish 

market complex.
All Goa Beef Vendors 

Association president, 
Mannasab Bepari, hailed 
the verdict, stating, "We 
are satisfied with the Su-
preme Court order. The 
judge heard our grievanc-
es and acknowledged that 

we need to be rehabilitat-
ed. Our lawyers, former 
Additional Solicitor Gen-
eral Atmaram Nadkarni 
and Advocate Rohit Bras 
De Sa, also presented our 
case and convinced the 
court of the need for our 
rehabilitation. We are now 

awaiting the next steps."
One of the petitioners, 

Mushtak Hussain Khatib, 
expressed relief, saying, 
"We are extremely happy 
that we have received jus-
tice. We were the rightful 
occupants of the fish mar-
ket building until it was 
demolished. In October 
2024, the High Court had 
instructed CCP to frame a 
scheme for the meat ven-
dors within six months, 
but the Corporation chal-
lenged the order in Su-
preme Court. Our liveli-
hoods were impacted over 
the last six months as we 
were unable to conduct 

our business.”
CCP Market Committee 

Chairman and Councillor 
Bento Lorena confirmed 
that the Corporation 
would comply with the 
court’s ruling. "We will fol-
low the Supreme Court's 
instructions and provide 
six spots to the meat ven-
dors in the fish market. 
Additionally, we will make 
provisions for them to 
store refrigerators. Ven-
dors will be required to 
pay sopo (tax) to the CCP, 
and they will be allowed 
to occupy these spots until 
the new building is com-
pleted," Lorena said.

Panjim’s meat vendors fought hard, 

and now they can smile again January 3, 2024: CCP 

issued notices to eight 

vendors to vacate the 

old fish market build-

ing, citing its dilapi-

dated condition

January 5: Vendors say 

they’re ready to vacate, 

but only if they are 

given alternative space 

within the municipal 

market area

August 21: CCP seals 

all shops along with all 

movable/perishable 

items

August 23: Vendors 

approach High Court, 

which asks CCP to sub-

mit plans to rehabilitate 

meat vendors 

Sept 3: High Court 

asked the CCP to pro-

vide alternate premises 

to meat vendors 

Oct 18: High Court 

directed the CCP to 

frame a scheme for 

the meat and chicken 

vendors within next 

six months till the new 

building is constructed

Dec 12: CCP files 
special leave petition 

in the Supreme Court 

seeking to quash and 

set aside the High 

Court order

Jan 28, 2025: Supreme 

Court orders CCP to 

provide fixed spots to 

six meat vendors

HOW  THE LIVELIHOOD  
BATTLE WAS WON

Meat traders hail SC directive to CCP giving them space for stalls in market 

Team Herald

PANJIM: Activists and Op-
position politicians have 
slammed the unceremoni-
ous transfer of senior IPS 
officer Sunita Sawant from 
her post as South Goa SP 
even as theories abound as 
to what could have led to 
the axe falling on her. 

In fact, Sawant had re-
ceived the Special Recog-
nition Award on Republic 
Day for her planning skills 
and for ensuring the peace-
ful conduct of the 2024 Lok 
Sabha elections in Goa. Two 
days later, on the night of 
January 28, when she was 
removed from her post, via 
wireless message issued 
by Goa Police top brass, 
the decision was met with 
mixed reactions of anger, 
confusion and speculation.

The wireless message, 
sent from the police control 
room in the wee hours of 
Tuesday, asked her to vacate 
the office and report to the 
police headquarters, Panjim, 
immediately – going against 
court guidelines that recom-
mend a minimum three-year 
posting for SPs.

A few hours before her 
transfer was effected, SP 
Sawant had issued a pri-
vate message to all police 
stations in her jurisdiction, 
directing inspectors to 
gather information on the 
movements of senior func-
tionaries of the Bajrang Dal.

“There were rumblings 
about activities planned by 
the Bajrang Dal in Goa. The 
SP wanted to clamp down 

on any potential communal 
unrest before it occurred; 
so she had sent a private 
message asking for intel. It 
seems that this message, 
meant only for the PIs 
under her command, got 
leaked and led to her trans-
fer,” a police officer told O 
Heraldo, on the condition 
of anonymity.

Was SP Sawant betrayed 
by her own colleagues?

The officer is known to 
be a strict boss and insist-

ed on meeting all South Goa 
police station in-charges at 
the Margao headquarters 
at least once a week. She is 
also known to be tough on 
cops who deviate from pro-
tocol, or act on orders from 
their political bosses.

Just last weekend, 
Sawant had come down 
heavily on cops from the 
Sanguem police station, 
who allegedly went to the 
house of an accused person 
at 1 am and harassed his 
wife. The case against the 
Sanguem man, a Youtuber 
was a bailable offence, and 
there was no reason for 
the police to search the ac-
cused person's house until 
3 am and behave rudely 
with his family members, 
said the source.

Political firestorm over 

South Goa SP’s transfer
Police department and home department are 

now saying that if you require protection do 

not come to us. Do not even go to police station. 

You visit the Bajrang Dal office. This is the message 

being conveyed by this transfer. Everyone knows 

that Bajrang Dal activists take law in their hand and 

provide protection

– Prabhakar Timble, former State Election 

Commissioner and political analyst 

There were rumblings about activities planned 

by the Bajrang Dal in Goa. The SP wanted to 

clamp down on any potential communal unrest 

before it occurred; so she had sent a private 

message asking for intel. It seems that this message, 

meant only for the PIs under her command, got 

leaked and led to her transfer

–  Police officer on condition of anonymity
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NEGLECTED  STATE

The wooden walkway, now in a dilapidated state, is in urgent need of attention from the authorities behind the 
Central Library at Sanskruti Bhavan, Panjim.

SAGUN GAWADE

AUGUSTO RODRIGUES

PORVORIM: In a stern warning to 
noise polluters in the coastal are-
as of Vagator and Anjuna, Justice 
MS Karnik of the Bombay High 
Court at Goa has made it clear 
that the time for excuses is over, 
signaling swift action will follow 
for those violating noise pollution 
regulations.

During a hearing on Wednes-
day, Justice Karnik questioned 
Goa State Pollution Control Board 
(GSPCB) advocate Manish Salkar, 
asking, “There are so many com-
plaints—what are you doing about 
it?” This comes as Amicus Curiae, 
advocate Costa Frias, informed the 
court that loud music should not 
be allowed after 10 pm.

The court’s attention was drawn 
to a list of 52 units suspected of 
breaching noise pollution rules. 
After reviewing records provid-
ed by applicant Desmond Alvar-
es and the Anjuna Police Station, 
Amicus Curiae narrowed down 
the list to 21 establishments al-
legedly violating the regulations.

According to Frias, the 21 loca-
tions – such as Purple Martini, Hill 
Top Hotel, Howling Wolves, Curl-
ies and others – have been repeat-

edly mentioned in complaints, 
with records aligning with police 
reports. “I have cross-checked 
the names submitted by the peti-
tioner with complaints at Anjuna 
Police Station, and 21 establish-
ments match,” Frias stated.

Justice Karnik expressed con-
cern over the apparent lack of 
action, stating, “We are giving or-
ders, yet it seems nothing is being 
done. There is definitely some-

thing amiss here.” He further em-
phasized that CCTV footage from 
these venues should be provided 
to clarify the situation.

GSPCB’s Salkar defended the 
board's actions, stating, “We have 
not received any complaints. 
Whenever we detect breaches, 
we inform the police and Collec-
tor via email.” However, Justice 
Karnik remained unconvinced, 
stressing the need for concrete 

evidence. “You say nothing is hap-
pening, but we’ll get to the truth 
from the CCTV,” he asserted.

Amicus Curiae also raised con-
cerns about possible manipula-
tion in the Anjuna Police Station’s 
live monitoring system. “The 
police were receiving data from 
four establishments for eight 
hours, but for the other five, the 
readings were arbitrary,” Frias 
informed the court. Justice Karnik 

expressed frustration, question-
ing, “Why is this happening? How 
can there be no noise when the 
system is clearly malfunctioning?”

Calls for action intensified, 
with Frias urging the court to 
order monitoring of these 21 es-
tablishments to ensure music is 
stopped by 10 PM for a period of 
two weeks. In response, the GSP-
CB advocate emphasized the im-
portance of adhering to existing 
laws, but Justice Karnik appeared 
unimpressed. “No music after 10 
PM? Nothing at all?” he asked in 
disbelief.

Further discussion revealed 
that complaints were particularly 
frequent against certain venues, 
including Purple Martini, Salud, 
Diaz, and Hill Top. Frias also 
pointed out that Purple Martini 
continues to operate despite a 
GCZMA order for its demolition. 
Justice Karnik assured he would 
review the necessary documents 
related to the demolition.

The court was also informed 
about a letter from the Anjuna 
Panchayat, dated December 30, 
2024, to the police GSPCB and 
Deputy Collector urging the au-
thorities to file a report on the 
actions taken to address the issue.

TIME FOR EXCUSES ON NOISE 
POLLUTION IS OVER, SAYS HC

Its BJP versus BJP 
over Bainguinim 

waste plant

Amicus Curiae highlights 21 places reportedly flouting rules, court asks for CCTV footage
Team Herald

PANJIM: The proposed 
solid waste management 
(SWM) plant at Bainguin-
im has escalated into a 
confrontation between 
Waste Management Minis-
ter Atanasio ‘Babush’ Mon-
serrate and Cumbharjua 
MLA Rajesh Faldesai, with 
the latter strongly oppos-
ing it on Wednesday.

Monserrate stated that 
the government will set up 
third SWM plant at Bain-
guinim as all process had 
been cleared. He claimed 
that there is no opposition 
and the Supreme Court had 
also cleared it. The project 
was delayed due to tenders 
which were floated three 
years ago and now it will 
be retenders with revised 
estimates. The works will 
start by August this year 
and the plant will be com-
pleted within two years.

Reacting to Faldesai’s 
opposition, the Minister 
said that the SWM facility 
at Bainguinim will benefit 
the entire Tiswadi taluka.  

However, Faldesdai chal-
lenged the Minister to go 
ahead and start the work 
of the proposed SWM facil-
ity at Bainguinim. Stating 
that the SWM facility was 
already scrapped, he said, 
“Why can’t the Minister 
set it up in IT Habitat land 
at Dona Paula or behind 
his bungalow at Taleigao 
where there is vacant 
land. I will not keep 
quiet if the govern-
ment goes ahead with 
the project”  

The government 
has now decided to 
shift the Construction 
and Demolition (C&D) 
waste plant from Kud-
chirem to Tuem, Per-
nem, he hinted. The 
Kudchirem villagers 
had opposed the pro-
posed C&D plant in the 

village. 
Earlier, the Goa Waste 

Management Corporation 
(GWMC) meeting chaired 
by Chief Minister Pra-
mod Sawant approved the 
E-Waste Policy 2024 for 
the State aimed at devel-
oping sustainable waste 
management practices.

It also approved a pro-
posal to allocate land to 
the Gas Authority of India 
Ltd (GAIL) for establish-
ing a 150 tons per day wet 
waste processing plan to 
enhance the State’s waste 
management infrastruc-
ture. The Goa Handicraft, 
Rural and Small-Scale 
Industries Development 
Corporation Ltd will be 
allotted 5,000 square me-
tres of land along with two 
existing sheds in the IDC at 
Cacora, Curchorem for use 
as a Material Recovery Fa-
cility (MRF). 

The GWMC will train 
stakeholders across the 
country in waste manage-
ment practices through 
online courses and an-
nounced the development 
of a Massive Online Open 
Courseware (MOOC) for 
conducting such trainings.

The GWMC earned rev-
enue of Rs 38.56 lakh 
through the auction of ve-
hicles and metal waste. It 
also decided to float new 
tenders for the collection, 
transportation, and seg-
regation of solid waste, 
including non-biodegrada-
ble and dry waste.

Cumbharjua MLA opposes what 
Minister proposes; Faldesdai dares 

‘Babush’ to go ahead with work 

Why can’t the 
Minister set it 

up in IT Habitat land 
at Dona Paula or 
behind his bungalow 
at Taleigao where 
there is vacant land. 
I will not keep quiet 
if the government 
goes ahead with the 
project”
– Rajesh Faldesai,
Cumbharjua MLA 

Monserrate stated that 
the government will set 
up third SWM plant at 

Bainguinim as all process 
had been cleared. He 
claimed that there is 

no opposition and the 
Supreme Court had also 

cleared it

Team Herald 

PANJIM: The High Court of Bom-
bay at Goa on Wednesday granted 
permission to Sahitya Akademi 
awardee Datta Damodar Naik 
to travel out to Pune on Thurs-
day, January 16 to 24 and appear 
himself before the investigating 
officer on January 25 between 10 
am and 12 noon.

The Additional Sessions Court, 
Margao by its order dated January 
13, 2025 had granted Naik antici-
patory bail on several conditions, 
including that he will not leave the 
State without prior written permis-
sion of the concerned Court.

Naik against whom the Canacona 
police had registered a case on Jan-
uary 4 for hurting religious senti-
ments moved an application before 
the Additional Sessions Court next 
day seeking permission to travel 
outside the State. But hearing of his 

application was adjourned to Janu-
ary 21, a date beyond the dates of 
travel of the application.

Naik wanted to travel to Pune to 
enable him to attend an interview.

During the hearing, the appli-
cants counsel senior advocate 
Cleofato Almeida Coutinho stated 
that Naik would, on return from his 
trip to Goa, report to the Canacona 
police station and present himself 
to the investigating officer (IO) and 
thereafter as and when required, on 
a call letter being issued by the IO, 
attend the investigation.

Considering the urgency in the 
matter, the High Court granted Naik 
permission to travel to Pune on Jan-
uary 16 and to return to Goa by Janu-
ary 24 and thereafter present himself 
before the I.O. on January 25 between 
10 am and 12 noon. In the event that 
the applicant returns earlier, he shall 
immediately present himself before 
the IO to record his presence.

HC allows Datta Damodar 
Naik to travel to Pune 

Team Herald

ASSAGAO: Stray animal at-
tacks are becoming a grow-
ing concern in Goa’s famous 
tourist destination at Anju-
na with a Spanish woman 
and her son were hit by a 
cow and badly injured dur-
ing their holiday here.

While Chandana was at-
tacked by the cow, her son 
was flung into the air by the 
furious animal at  Zorwad-
do Anjuna, another two met 
with the same fate with the 
marauding bull attacking 
them.

“One of them even lifted 
up my son and threw him 
down. The situation is quite 
frightening here," Chan-
dana stated.

The menace of stray cat-
tle has taken an ugly turn 
at Zorwaddo Anjuna with 
many of them going on a 

wild rampage and attacking 
people.

 According to informa-
tion received, there are a lot 
of stray cattle found around 
the Mahila Ashram at Zor-
waddo Anjuna . 

Sarpanch Laxmidas 
Chimulkar when contact-
ed observed that all those 

stray cattle need not nec-
essarily be of locals but of 
others from surrounding 
wards and they wander 
around this place. “We are 
in the process of signing an 
agreement with the goush-
ala at Sinquerim Mayem 
and once everything is 
done stray cattle will be im-

pounded. 
Last weekend a cow was 

found dead and it took 2 
full days for the corpse to 
be disposed off this de-
spite the fact that every 
panchayat has a budgetary 
provision to do away with 
stray dead cattle at the ear-
liest, said the woman.

Local panch member 
Pratima Govekar howev-
er sought to blame all the 
house owners for this mess 
stating that most people 
staying at Zorwaddo had 
given their houses on rent 
to migrants.

"I squarely blame all house 
owners who have rented out 
their premises to migrants. 
Inspite of instructing them 
nobody listens and all inside 
roads are filled with garbage 
by these people and this at-
tracts cows and they don't 
want to move from there.” 
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MARGAO: Mounds of fish 
waste, overflowing drains 
and foul odour both wel-
comes and pushes away 
vendors and buyers to the 
retail fish market even as 
the South Goa Planning 
and Development Author-
ity (SGPDA) resumes its 
efforts to hike the sopo 
fees with allegations of ne-
glect continuing to pour.

Vendors and visitors 
alike have expressed frus-
tration over the worsen-
ing conditions that are 
disrupting market oper-
ations and discouraging 
customers from visiting.

Fish vendors have 
raised serious concerns 
regarding the market’s 
condition. They reported 
that fish waste is being 
left unattended, piles of 
thermocol boxes are dis-
carded within the market 
complex, and gutters are 
clogged with garbage and 
silt, leading to overflow 
onto the roadside. Broken 
gates and damaged com-
pound walls are also al-
lowing miscreants to ac-
cess the premises freely.

Despite the presence of 
a waste collection vehicle 
from the Margao Munici-
pal Council, the vendors 
noted that dry waste is 
still being set on fire in 
various parts of the com-
plex, adding to the pollu-
tion problem.

Vendors reiterated 
that the deteriorating 
conditions are negatively 
impacting business and 
causing major inconven-
ience them and custom-
ers as well.

“We are tired of re-
questing SGPDA to take 
this matter seriously and 
have a tough time dealing 
with customers, as many 
are complaining about the 
mess, which is preventing 
them from visiting the 
market. Wastewater is 
overflowing onto the road 
due to choked gutters, and 
a rotten stench fills the 
air,” said vendors.

“Now, it is only the court 
that can take the authori-
ties to task, as they did 
with the wholesale fish 
market issue,” they said.

Margao fish vendors 
still grapple with 

unhygienic conditions 
at retail market

Say waste strewn all around, clogged 
drains overflow by the roadside

We are tired 
of requesting 

SGPDA to take this 
matter seriously 
and have a tough 
time dealing with 
customers, as many 
are complaining 
about the mess, which 
is preventing them 
from visiting the 
market. Wastewater is 
overflowing onto the 
road due to choked 
gutters, and a rotten 
stench fills the air
– Vendors
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PANJIM: The Corporation of the City of 
Panjim (CCP) has decided to rehabili-
tate meat vendors along with the fish 
vendors at a temporary shed being con-
structed near fish market in the city.

Speaking to O Heraldo, Corporation 
of City of Panaji (CCP) councillor and 
market committee chairman Bento 
Lorena,” A temporary shed is being con-
structed for the fish vendors. The meat 
vendors will be accommodated in the 
same shed by extending it. They will be 
rehabilitated.”  

The decision has been taken after Su-
preme Court order directing the corpo-
ration to meat vendors to make a rep-

resentation to the CCP Commissioner 
for finding a suitable alternative space 
for the purpose of carrying on their busi-
ness. The court had said that the rep-
resentation shall be considered by the 
Commissioner having regard to the prac-
tical aspects of the matters. 

Meanwhile, speaking to O Heraldo, 
All Goa Beef Vendors Association pres-
ident Manna Bepari said,” We have not 
been communicated about the decision 
taken by the CCP. We have given our 
representation to them as per the direc-
tion of the Supreme Court. We have not 
been shown the place where we will be 
accommodated and if we are settled ac-
cording to the representation given to 
the CCP, then we are ready to accept it. 

CCP decides to rehabilitate 
meat, fish vendors

Three held for 
raping minor 

PANJIM: In a gruesome inci-
dent, a 12-year-old girl was 
raped by three persons in 
separate incidents.

The Women Police Station, 
Panjim have arrested the 
three accused, who allegedly 
raped the same victim. The 
incident occurred last week 
and according to the victim, 
the three accused sexually 
assaulted her same day. 

All three cases have been 
registered under Section 
376-AB of IPC, Section 8 (2) 
of Goa Children’s Act, Section 
4, 8 and 12 of POCSO. The 
three accused have been re-
manded in judicial custody.

The 21 places the 
Amicus Curiae named 
for allegedly flouting 
decibel norms: 
Romeo Lane, Dynamo, Salud, 
Slique, Raeeth, Echo/Vamos, 
Hill Top Hotel, W Hotel (six 
open air venues within), House 
of Chapora, Purple Martini, 
Howling Wolves, Guru Bar, 
Mayan Beach Club, Shiva Valley, 
Curlies, Gypsea (formerly UV 
Bar) , Thalassa by the Cliff, Kiki, 
Zohra, Titos (Diaz/ XoXo/ Ber) 
and  Zouk (formerly Ziki) 

PICS: ERWIN FONSECA

Stray cow turns holiday into 
nightmare for Spanish woman, son

JANUARY 30, 2025

JANUARY 16, 2025
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PANJIM: A day after O Her-
aldo exposed a shocking 
incident of inmates party-
ing inside a cattle shed at 
Colvale Central Jail, the au-
thorities have suspended 
warden Narayan Naik for 
dereliction of duty.

The suspension comes in 
the wake of a recommen-
dation by a top-ranking 
officer who wrote to the 
Inspector General (IG) of 
Prisons, asserting that Naik 
had brought disrepute to 
the depart-
ment. Naik, 
apparently 
who was 
i n c h a r g e 
of the cow 
shed had 
allowed inmates to party 
rather then making them 
work as part of prison re-
forms. It has also emerged 
that Naik is facing three 
other departmental inquir-
ies for similar misconduct.

Inspector General of 
Police (IGP) Keshav Ram 
Chaurasia, who also holds 
additional charge as IG 
Prisons, issued directions 
for Naik’s suspension. An 
official, speaking on con-
dition of anonymity, dis-
closed that four raids were 
carried out at the prison in 
the past year, resulting in 
the suspension of three jail 
staff members after mobile 
phones were found in the 
possession of inmates un-
der their watch.

The official added grimly, 
“There is no trustworthy of-
ficer left in the jail, with un-
pleasant incidents occurring 
every month and tarnishing 
the name of the State.” How-
ever, he pinned his hopes on 
the current IGP: “Nonethe-
less, we have a good IGP as 
of now who is hell-bent on 
weeding out corruption in 
the central jail, and we are 
optimistic of putting things 
in order soon.”

The disciplinary action 
follows O Heraldo’s report 
on the May 22, 2025 inci-

dent, where 
five inmates 
were dis-
c o v e r e d 
p a r t y i n g 
at a cattle 
shed inside 

the jail premises. IRB per-
sonnel on routine patrol 
noticed suspicious activity 
near the shed and found 
four inmates celebrating, 
prompting them to alert 
PSI Gaurish Rao.

The team seized a smart 
phone, a bluetooth speaker, 
two packets of an undisclosed 
substance and food items in-
cluding packets of fish.

The inmates were re-
portedly under the super-
vision of a guard assigned 
to escort them to the cattle 
shed for routine cleaning 
and milking duties. Howev-
er, the guard allegedly left 
them unattended and was 
unreachable for over 45 
minutes, enabling the illicit 
gathering to take place.

Colvale jail warden 
suspended following
inmates party expose
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PANJIM: A Kolkata-based 
businessman, Shyam Sun-
der Dey, was allegedly ab-
ducted and extorted of Rs 23 
lakh while on a visit to Goa 
between May 31 and June 
4, according to a complaint 
filed with Calangute police.

The offence was regis-
tered based on a Zero FIR 
forwarded by the Bidhan-
nagar Police Commission-
erate, West Bengal.

As per the complaint 
lodged by Dey’s wife, Ma-
labika Dey, her husband 
and his assistant were 
travelling in a rented car in 

Calangute when they were 
intercepted by the accused. 
The FIR names Kunal Ver-
ma, Puja Bannerjee alias 
Puja Bose, Piyush Kothari, 
and others. Verma and 
Bannerjee are reportedly 
known television actors.

The complaint alleges that 
the accused conspired to ab-
duct Dey, who was then for-
cibly restrained, assaulted, 
and threatened with false 
narcotics charges. He was al-
legedly moved between sev-
eral undisclosed locations 
over the course of the next 
few days and was coerced 
into transferring Rs 23 lakh 
to the accused.

Kolkata businessman 
abducted and extorted ; 
TV actors named in FIR
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PANJIM: In a major crack-
down on overstaying for-
eign nationals, Goa Police 
have deported 77 individu-
als as part of their ongoing 
initiative codenamed ‘Op-
eration Flushout’.

The intensified drive saw 
56 enforcement actions in 
the first six months of 2025, 
with 35 of them carried out 
in May and June alone.

According to the police, 
between January 1 and 

June 27, 2025, the Foreign-
ers Regional Registration 
Office (FRRO) facilitated 
the deportation of 77 for-
eign nationals, including 32 
men and 45 women.

The deported individu-
als include 26 from Bang-
ladesh, 25 from Russia, 18 
from Uganda, 2 each from 
the United Kingdom and 
Ukraine, and one each from 
Poland, Morocco, Nigeria, 
Mauritius, Belarus, and Ar-
gentina.

The police emphasised 
that enforcement action 
against illegally overstay-
ing foreign nationals will 
continue, citing national 
security concerns. Accom-

modation providers have 
been urged to comply with 
registration protocols by 
submitting C-Forms via the 
FRRO online portal within 
24 hours of a foreign na-
tional's arrival and to up-
date the portal upon their 
departure.

In a public advisory, the 
police stated, “General pub-
lic are requested to report 
about the illegally/over-
staying foreigners if no-
ticed in their locality to the 
nearest Police Station for 
appropriate action. Timely 
reporting will go a long way 
in maintaining law and or-
der and peace in the State 
of Goa.”

77 overstaying foreigners 
deported from State

OPERATION 
FLUSHOUT
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MARGAO: The 38th Divi-
sion Railway Users Consul-
tative Committee (DRUCC) 
meeting was held at the 
Seminar Hall of the Chief 
Workshop Manager’s Of-
fice in Hubballi, with Divi-
sional Railway Manager of 
the Hubballi Division, Bela 
Meena, presiding over the 
proceedings. A total of 13 
committee members were 
present.

Representing South Goa 
at the meeting was Augus-
to M Da Costa, nominated 
to the committee by South 
Goa MP, Capt. Viriato Fer-

nandes. During the session, 
Da Costa urged railway of-
ficials to introduce special 
trains annually to cater to 
Goan pilgrims travelling to 
Velankanni for the novenas 
and feast celebrations. He 
proposed that the special 
train service between Vas-
co and Velankanni and its 
return be scheduled from 
August 27 to September 8 
this year. He also appealed 
for these services to be an-
nounced well in advance—
preferably more than a 
month before the journey 
dates—to enable pilgrims 
to make necessary arrange-
ments without difficulty.

The committee respond-
ed positively to the request, 
stating that the operation 
of such special trains was 
deemed feasible. A formal 
proposal will now be for-
warded to the Chief Passen-
ger Traffic Manager of South 
Western Railway, seeking 
approval for three special 
train trips on the Vasco–Ve-
lankanni–Vasco route, with 
timings and dates to be fi-
nalised based on operational 
convenience and subject to 
the Divisional Railway Man-
ager’s clearance.

Another concern raised 
during the meeting was re-
lated to the existing weekly 

Vasco–Velankanni train, 
which departs every Mon-
day morning and arrives at 
Velankanni the following 
afternoon. Members point-
ed out that the late arrival 
left pilgrims with little time 
for their religious activities. 
A suggestion was made to 
allow the train to halt an 
extra day at Velankanni, 
providing devotees with 
sufficient time for their pil-
grimage before commenc-
ing the return journey. The 
Divisional Railway Manag-
er assured that this propos-
al would be added to the 
agenda for discussion at the 
next meeting.

Special train request for Goa-Velankanni 
pilgrimage raised at railway users meeting
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PANJIM: The Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) 
and the Goa Forward Party (GFP) have 
called upon Goans to submit their ques-
tions and grievances ahead of the mon-
soon session of the Goa Legislative As-
sembly, scheduled to begin on July 21.

AAP has announced that its MLAs, 
Venzy Viegas and Cruz Silva, will raise 
issues related to various government de-
partments during the session. The party 
has urged the public, including former 
government officials, current employees, 
and Right to Information (RTI) activists, to 
submit their questions for consideration.

Viegas emphasised that inputs from 
RTI activists would aid in gathering 
specific information from the Assembly. 
“We may be just two MLAs, but we will 
continue to be the voice of the people of 
Goa, actively raising questions on their 
behalf,” Viegas and Silva assured.

Meanwhile, the Goa Forward Party 
has launched a State-wide outreach 
programme titled 'Amcho Awaaz Vijai', 
aimed at collecting public grievances 
and presenting them in the Assembly 
session.

GFP President and Fatorda MLA Vijai 
Sardesai will personally travel across 
the State - from Pernem to Canacona—
to interact with citizens and hear their 
concerns. The programme is divided 
into two phases to maximise public en-
gagement.

The party has appealed to Goans to 
participate in the democratic process by 
emailing their suggestions and grievanc-
es to publicsuggestions@goaforward.in 
by July 10, to ensure they are effectively 
raised in the Assembly.

The outreach campaign will begin on 
June 29 at Bhagwati Hall, Pernem, fol-
lowed by an event at Mapusa Residency 
on June 30 for Bardez taluka. On July 2, 
Sardesai will address grievances from 
Tiswadi taluka at the GFP office in Pan-
jim, and from Bicholim and Sattari on 
July 3 at Z Square Hall, Bicholim.

Further stops include Vasco on July 4 
at Z Square Hall, Canacona on July 6 at 
the GFP office in Chaudi, Dharbandora 
and Quepem on July 7 at ESM Galaxy in 
Curchorem, Ponda on July 9 at Vithoba 
Temple Hall, Sanguem on July 10 at the 
Municipal Hall, and Salcete on July 11 at 
the Margao Municipal Hall.

AAP, GFP invite public to 
submit questions ahead of 
monsoon Assembly session
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PANJIM: Chief Minister 
Pramod Sawant on Fri-
day announced that the 
Goa government is set to 
implement a comprehen-
sive policy to monitor and 
regulate the disposal of all 
types of waste—ranging 
from industrial and chem-
ical to construction and 
biomedical waste.

Speaking to reporters in 
Panaji, Sawant said, “We are 
making a policy decision un-
der which all types of waste 
will be tracked. Waste will 
need to be sent to desig-
nated facilities created for 
specific types of disposal. I 
would like to commend doc-
tors and hospitals—99% 
of the waste collected from 
them is biomedical. Now, 
whether it is hazardous, 
chemical, or construction 
waste, all will be brought un-

der strict monitoring.”
Reiterating the govern-

ment’s commitment to en-
vironmental sustainability, 
the Chief Minister added, 
“We must keep Goa clean 
and green. People should 
take full advantage of the 
facilities established by the 
government. Those who do 
not comply will face conse-
quences. Strict action will 
be taken against violators.”

Sawant informed that a 
high-level meeting of the Goa 
Waste Management Corpo-
ration was held on June 26, 
2025, bringing together key 
officials and stakeholders to 
deliberate on the upcoming 
policy framework.

Highlighting a significant 
compliance issue, Sawant 
pointed out that out of 350 
registered hazardous waste 
generators in the State, only 
50 currently utilise the au-
thorised disposal facility.

Comprehensive 
waste management 
policy in the offing

Interstate ATM card 
swapping racket 

busted; 2 arrested
Team Herald

PANJIM: The Goa police have 
cracked an interstate ATM 
card swapping racket with the 
arrest of two suspects, who al-
legedly targeted senior citizens 
and defrauded them of large 
sums of money.

The accused, identified as 
Sanjay Maheswal (33) and 
Sonu Kumar (32)—both resi-
dents of Hisar, Haryana—were 
apprehended near Prema 
Guest House in Calangute, fol-
lowing a complaint involving 
the cheating of a senior citizen 
out of Rs 40,000 at Bicholim.

According to police, the ac-
cused would approach elder-
ly victims at ATMs under the 
pretext of helping them with 
transactions. While doing so, 
they would discreetly swap the 
victims’ ATM cards and later use 
the original cards to withdraw 
money from their accounts.

Upon arrest, police recovered 
23 ATM cards and one scooter 
believed to have been used in 
committing the offences.
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PANJIM: The Panjim Police 
have registered a criminal 
case against two individu-
als for allegedly submitting 
forged Secondary School 
Certificate (SSC) mark 
sheets during the Home 
Guard volunteer recruit-
ment process.

The complaint was filed 
by the Deputy Comman-
dant General of the Home 
Guard and Deputy Director 
of Civil Defence, Goa. As 
per the FIR, the accused—

residents of Dabem-Morpi-
la and Madernol-Fatorpa in 
Quepem—submitted fab-
ricated mark sheets pur-
portedly issued by the Goa 
Board of Secondary and 
Higher Secondary Educa-
tion in a bid to secure po-
sitions in the Home Guard.

The case has been regis-
tered under sections relat-
ing to forgery and cheating 
in the Indian Penal Code. 
Police are investigating 
the extent of the fraud and 
whether additional indi-
viduals may be involved.

Two booked for 
submitting fake SSC 
certificates in Home 
Guard recruitment
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