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PTI, DUBAI: The ICC has 
introduced stop clock in 
Test cricket to deal with 
slow over rates while al-
lowing fielding teams to 
decide which batter should 
be on strike in case of a ‘de-
liberate' short-run as part 
of the playing conditions 
for 2025-27 World Test 
Championship cycle.

The new rules have 
been implemented from 
the 2025-2027 World Test 
Championship which got 
underway with the first of 
the two Tests between Sri 
Lanka and Bangladesh in 
Galle. According to the ICC 
Test Match Playing Con-
ditions on the governing 
body's website, the use of 
the stop clock — like in 
limited-overs cricket — 
has been implemented to 
eradicate the issue of slow 
over-rate.

"The fielding side shall 
be ready to start each 
over within 60 seconds of 
the previous over being 

completed. An electronic 
clock will be displayed at 
the ground that counts up 
seconds from zero to 60,” 
the ICC said.

The fielding side will 
thus be given two warn-
ings and in case of a third 
infraction, the batting side 
will be awarded with five 
penalty runs. These warn-
ings will be reset to zero 
after the completion of 80 
overs, the ICC said.

Meanwhile, ESPNcricin-
fo reported that the ICC 
no longer mandates the 
umpires to change the ball 
once they discover saliva 
on it. The ban on the use of 
saliva remains in force.

The website said field-
ing teams may deliberately 
apply saliva on the ball to 
force a ball-change but the 
current document available 
on playing conditions for 
men's Test cricket does not 
mention any such change.

The ICC also said in case 
there are instances of re-

ferrals being made by both 
player and the on-field 
umpire, the process will 
be carried out in a chron-
ological order, effectively 
as per the order of their 
occurrence.

The ICC instructed that 
in case of a second review 
of a decision adjudged ‘out' 
by an on-field umpire, the 
default decision for the 
subsequent mode of dis-
missal will remain ‘out'. 

In such a scenario, the de-
fault decision for this mode 
of dismissal will be ‘out' and 
if the ball-tracking shows 
‘umpire's call', the batter 
will be given ‘out'.

In case of a “deliberate 
short run”, the ICC ex-
plained, “A deliberate short 
run is an attempt for bat-
ters to appear to run more 
than one run, while at least 
one batter deliberately 
does not make good their 
ground at one end.”

“Batters may choose 
to abort a run, provided 

the umpire believes that 
there was no intention by 
the batter concerned to 
deceive the umpires or to 
score the run in which they 
didn't make their ground.”

In such scenarios, the 
umpire at the bowler's 
end will disallow all runs 
to the batting side, re-
turn any not out batter 
to his original end, signal 
a no-ball or a wide-ball if 
applicable, make a short-
run signal to the scorers, 
award five penalty runs 
to the fielding side and 
“request their captain to 
identify which of the two 
batters will be on strike 
for the next delivery”.  

The ICC said the TV um-
pire will now review the 
fairness of a catch taken off a 
no-ball. In case if a fair catch, 
the batting side will get an 
extra run for the no-ball 
and in case the catch is not 
cleanly taken, the batting 
side would get the runs the 
batters would have taken. 

ICC introduces stop clock  
in Test cricket

The use of stop clock in limited-overs cricket has  
been implemented to eradicate the issue of slow over-rate

AFP, SEATTLE: Inter Mi-
lan kept their cool to beat 
nine-man River Plate 2-0 
and reach the Club World 
Cup last 16 on Wednes-
day, while Mexican side 
Monterrey followed them 
through from Group E.

Borussia Dortmund defeat-
ed Ulsan HD 1-0 to claim top 
spot in Group F and the Ger-
mans will face Sergio Ramos' 
Monterrey, who thrashed 
Urawa Red Diamonds 4-0. 
Argentine powerhouses 
River Plate were eliminated 
after their defeat by Inter, 
who will take on more South 
American opposition on 
Monday in Charlotte, in the 
shape of Fluminense.

The Brazilian side could 
only draw 0-0 against 
South Africa's Mamelo-
di Sundowns but it was 
enough to claim second 
place behind Dortmund.

Champions League run-
ners-up Inter faced a battle 
in Seattle against an aggres-
sive River Plate side who 
had Lucas Martinez and 
Gonzalo Montiel sent off in 
front of 45,000 fans at Lu-
men Field. Both Argentine 

teams at the tournament, 
River and their rivals Boca 
Juniors, have been eliminat-
ed despite their fans creat-
ing vibrant atmospheres.

A solitary first-half goal by 
Daniel Svensson earned Dort-
mund top spot in Group F in 
sweltering Cincinnati heat. 
Ulsan go home with three de-
feats from three games, while 
Fluminense are through after 
their draw against Sundowns, 
meaning all four Brazilian 
teams in the competition have 
progressed to the knockout 
phase. Sundowns' exit means 
none of the four African clubs 
who came to the tournament 
will feature in the last 16, but 
their performances mean 
they can go home with their 
heads held high.  

CLUB WC RESULTS   
Borussia Dortmund 1 
(Svensson 36) Ulsan HD 
0, Mamelodi Sundowns 0 
Fluminense 0, Inter Milan 2 
(Esposito 72, Bastoni 90+3) 
River Plate 0, Urawa Red 
Diamonds 0 Monterrey 4 
(Deossa 30, Berterame 34, 
90+7, Corona 38)

Inter Milan, Monterrey 
& Dortmund in last 16

Nissanka ton 
puts Sri Lanka 

on top 
AFP, COLOMBO: In-form 
opener Pathum Nissanka 
scored an unbeaten 146 as 
Sri Lanka tightened their 
grip on the second Test 
against Bangladesh on day 
two in Colombo on Thurs-
day. The hosts were 290-2 
at stumps, a lead of 43 on 
the back of Nissanka's spar-
kling innings off 238 balls.

It follows his career-best 
score of 187 in the first 
Test in Galle, which ended 
in a draw.

Nissanka found an able 
partner in former skipper 
Dinesh Chandimal, who 
scored a fluent 93 before a 
lapse in judgement saw him 
lose his wicket minutes be-
fore stumps. The two put on 
194 runs together.

 Earlier, debutant Sonal 
Dinusha took 3-22 as Sri 
Lanka bowled out the vis-
itors for 247.

Brief scores: Bangladesh: 
247 (Shadman Islam  46, 
Mushfiqur Rahim 35, Sonal 
Dinusha 3-22, Asitha Fer-
nando 3-51). Sri Lanka: 290-
2 (Pathum Nissanka 146 not 
out, Dinesh Chandimal 93).

PTI, NEW DELHI: Will Jasprit Bum-
rah play in the second Test at Edgbas-
ton? That is the biggest question fac-
ing the Indian team management as it 
looks to draw parity against England 
after losing the series opener from a 
commanding position at Leeds.

In his media interaction post the 
five-wicket loss on day five, Head Coach 
Gautam Gambhir made it clear that 
there will be no change in the work-
load of injury-prone pace spearhead 
Bumrah, who is slated to play three 
out of five Tests in the English summer.  
With the first Test ending on June 24 
and the next beginning on July 2, there 
is enough time for Bumrah to recover 
but only he knows best about his body. 
Bumrah, the only bowler who consist-

ently posed a challenge for the English 
batters, took a five-wicket haul in the 
first innings and delivered an overall 
44.4 overs in the match. 

A pace attack without Bumrah 
makes the opposition's task signif-
icantly easier and increases the In-
dian team's headache, over deciding 
which of the two remaining Tests its 
trump card could be a part of. 

The management, thus, would 
have had a much easier decision to 
make had Shubman Gill and Co gone 
to Birmingham 1-0 up.

“That is a tough call indeed for the 
team management. He should ideally 
play when the series is alive but the 
management knows best on how to 
manage his workload," former India 

chief selector MSK Prasad told PTI.
A BCCI source added: “Bumrah has 

close to a week's gap between first 
and second Test. So the decision rests 
with chief selector Ajit Agarkar, Gau-
tam Gambhir and Shubman Gill. They 
might assess him a day before the 
Test, and take a final call.”

There is only a three-day gap be-
tween second and third Test, sched-
uled at Lord's from July 10-14, and 
therefore, Bumrah is certain to not 
feature in both the games.

“We won't change the plans," said 
Gambhir on Tuesday when asked 
whether the team management will 
push Bumrah to play four Tests.

Edgbaston or Lord's? Gambhir and 
Co clearly have a tough call to make. 

India face Bumrah question ahead of 2nd Test


