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AP, VENICE: This week-
end's star-studded Venice 
wedding of multi-billion-
aire Amazon founder Jeff 
Bezos and Lauren Sanchez 
has galvanised activist 
groups that are protesting 
it as a sign of the grow-
ing disparity between the 
haves and have-nots as well 
as disregard of the city's 
residents.

  About a dozen Venetian 
organisations – including 
housing advocates, an-
ti-cruise ship campaigners 
and university groups – have 
united to protest the mul-
ti-day event under the banner 
“No Space for Bezos”, a play 
on words also referring to the 
bride's recent space flight.

They have staged small-
scale protests, unfurling 
anti-Bezos banners on 
iconic Venetian sites. They 

were joined this week by 
Greenpeace and the Brit-
ish group “Everyone Hates 
Elon”, which has smashed 
Teslas to protest Elon Musk, 
to unfurl a giant banner in 
St. Mark's Square protest-
ing purported tax breaks 
for billionaires.

“IF YOU CAN RENT VEN-
ICE FOR YOUR WEDDING 
YOU CAN PAY MORE TAX,” 
read the banner, which 
featured a huge image of 
Bezos. Police quickly took 
it away.

There has been no com-
ment from Bezos' repre-

sentatives on the protests.
The local activists had 

planned a more organized 
protest for Saturday, aim-
ing to obstruct access to 
canals with boats to pre-
vent guests from reaching 
a wedding venue. Then 
they modified the protest 
to a march from the train 
station after claiming a 
victory, asserting that their 
pressure forced organisers 
to change the venue to the 
Arsenale, a more easily se-
cured site beyond Venice's 
congested centre.

“It will be a strong, deci-
sive protest, but peaceful,' 
said Federica Toninello, 
an activist with the Social 
Housing Assembly net-
work. “We want it to be like 
a party, with music, to make 
clear what we want our 
Venice to look like."

Protesters say Bezos’ wedding 
highlights growing inequality

Activists of international environmental group Greenpeace 
deploy a giant banner displaying a picture of Jeff Bezos and 
that read "If you can rent Venice for your wedding you can pay 
more tax" at St Mark square  in Venice 

AP, THE HAGUE: The 
United Kingdom will buy 
12 US-made F-35 fighter 
jets capable of carrying 
nuclear bombs and will 
join NATO's shared air-
borne nuclear mission, in 
a major expansion of its 
nuclear deterrent, Prime 
Minister KeirStarmer an-
nounced Wednesday.

The government called 
it “the biggest strength-
ening of the UK's nuclear 
posture in a generation.”

Starmer made the an-
nouncement while attend-
ing a NATO summit in the 
Netherlands. 

UK says it will buy 
F-35 jets capable 

of carrying 
nuclear bombs AFP, THE HAGUE: US 

President Donald Trump 
took a victory lap at 
NATO's Hague summit 
Wednesday, joining lead-
ers in reaffirming the 
"ironclad" commitment 
to protect each other af-
ter allies agreed to his de-
mand to ramp up defence 
spending.

The unpredictable US 
leader appeared keen to 
take the plaudits as he 
secured a key foreign 
policy win by getting 
NATO's 32 countries to 
agree to meet his head-
line target of five per-
cent of GDP on defence 
spending.

Trump reassures allies as NATO 
agrees to historic spending hike

PTI, DHAKA:  Bangladesh 
Election Commission has 
reinstated the registra-
tion and symbol of the 
rightwingJamaat-e-Islami 
party, according to a local 
media report.  

The announcement was 
made on Tuesday through 
a gazette notification 
signed by Senior Secre-
tary of Election Commis-
sion Akhtar Ahmed, Bang-
ladesh Sangbad Sangstha 
reported.

 Bangladesh's Supreme 
Court on June 1 ordered 
the Election Commission 
to restore the rightwing-
Jamaat-e-Islami's party 
registration, nearly eight 
months after the interim 
government lifted a ban 
on it, clearing the way for 
its participation in future 
elections.  

 The EC scrapped the 
registration of Jamaat, 
which was opposed to 
Bangladesh's 1971 inde-
pendence from Pakistan, 
in December 2018 in line 
with a High Court ruling.  

 In 2013, the Bangla-
desh Supreme Court can-
celled the registration 
of the Jamaat-e-Islami, 
ruling that the party was 
unfit to contest national 
elections.

 Former prime minis-
ter Sheikh Hasina's gov-
ernment slapped a total 
ban on the party days 
ahead of her ouster on 
August 5, 2024, in a vio-
lent mass movement led 
by a platform called Stu-
dents against Discrimina-
tion (SAD).  Jaamaat and 
several other parties had 
backed SAD.

B’desh EC reinstates 
Jamaat-e-Islami's 

registration

In a move that will pro-
vide reassurance to allies 
in Europe worried over the 
threat from Russia, Trump 
signed off on a final lead-
ers' declaration confirm-
ing "our ironclad commit-
ment" to NATO's collective 
defence pledge that an 
attack on one is an attack 
on all.

"It's a great victory for 
everybody, I think, and 
we will be equalised," 
Trump said of the new 
spending commitment, 
ahead of the summit's 
main session.

Diplomats said that be-
hind closed doors Trump 
insisted there was no 
greater ally than Wash-
ington and urged others 
to spend some of the new 
money on US weaponry.

The deal hatched by 
NATO is a compromise 
that allows Trump to claim 
triumph, while in reality 
providing wiggle room 
for cash-strapped govern-

ments in Europe.
It sees countries prom-

ise to dedicate 3.5 percent 
of GDP to core military 
spending by 2035, and a 
further 1.5 to broader se-
curity-related areas such 
as infrastructure.

Entering the meeting, 
leaders lined up to de-
clare the summit's spend-
ing hike as "historic".

NATO allies say the in-
crease is needed to coun-
ter a growing threat from 
Russia but also to keep 
Trump engaged, with the 
US leader long complain-
ing that Europe spends 
too little on its own de-
fence.

Belgian Prime Minister 
Bart De Wever said: "As 
Europeans, we should re-
alise that our long break 
from history is over."

The continent needed 
to take responsibility for 
its own security "in a very 
difficult time", added De 
Wever.


