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PTI, WAYANAD: Heavy 
rains over the past 24 
hours have raised fears of 
fresh flooding and land-
slides in Wayanad'sMunda-
kkai-Chooralmala region, 
just a year after deadly 
landslides claimed over 
200 lives there.

 District officials re-
ported on Wednesday 
that the Chooralmalariv-
er is in strong spate, with 
muddy water flowing 
forcefully and breaching 
the banks near the Bailey 
bridge.

Soil stored along both 
riverbanks for renovation 
work has been washed 
away, causing water to spill 
onto the Attamala road and 
surrounding areas.

Local residents say 
they believe new land-
slides have occurred in 
the hills, particularly up-
hill near Punchirimattam 
inside forested areas. 
However, officials say 
there has been no confir-
mation so far.

"We have no confirma-
tion of new landslides 
inside the forest, uphill 
Punchirimattam," the 
District Disaster Manage-
ment Authority (DDMA) 
said.

"The loose debris from 
previous events is coming 
down with the rain. This 
will likely continue for 
some time until all eroded 
materials are washed off," 
it said.

Residents remain anx-
ious, remembering the 
July 2024 disaster that 
flattened homes, injured 
dozens, and left hundreds 
without shelter.

District administra-
tion officials say the flash 
flooding is a result of wide-
spread rain in the hills. 

However, they maintain 
that there is no immediate 
danger and are monitoring 
the situation closely.

Further downstream, 
the Kabaniriver has also 
seen rising water levels at 
Mananthavady and Pan-
amaram. 

With the Banasura dam 
nearing full capacity, a red 
alert remains in place for 
nearby regions.

Rain onslaught triggers 
flood fears in Wayanad 

A YEAR AFTER 
TRAGEDY

PTI, NEW DELHI: Muke-
shAmbani and Gautam-
Adani have partnered to 
sell automotive fuels by 
leveraging each other's 
fuel retail networks – 
marking the second busi-
ness collaboration be-
tween the two billionaire 
industrialists.

Ambani's fuel venture 
with UK's BP, Jio-bp, will 
set up petrol and diesel 
dispensers at CNG retail 
outlets of Adani Total Gas 
Ltd (ATGL). Alongside, 
ATGL – the equal city gas 
joint venture of Adani 
Group and TotalEnergies 
of France – will put up 
CNG dispensing units at 

Jio-bp's fuel pumps, ac-
cording to a joint state-
ment on Wednesday.

 The partnership will 
cover both group's existing 
as well as future outlets.

Jio-bp owns 1,972 pet-
rol pumps across the 
country while ATGL oper-
ates a network of 650 CNG 
stations in 34 geographi-
cal areas.

  This is the second 
time in recent months 
that the rival billionaires 
have come together. In 
March last year, the two 
had signed the pact for 
their first-ever collabora-
tion for a power project in 
Madhya Pradesh. 

PTI, NEW DELHI: The 
Enforcement Directorate 
on Wednesday conducted 
fresh searches as part of a 
money laundering investi-
gation against the former 
promoters of a Delhi reg-
istered insolvent company 
in an alleged Rs 989 crore 
worth bank loan fraud 
case, official sources said.

The case is against Del-
hi-based Shilpi Cables Tech-
nologies Ltd (SCTL) which 
designed and manufactured 
wires and cables for the au-
tomobile and telecom sec-
tor. Insolvency proceedings 
were initiated against the 
said company in 2017.

 Nine premises in the na-
tional capital region (NCR) 
and one in Jalandhar (Pun-
jab) were covered during 
the latest raids carried 
out under the Prevention 

of Money Laundering Act 
(PMLA), the sources said. 

 The ED had carried out 
the first round of searches in 
this case in December, 2024.

 The money laundering 
case stems from a 2021 CBI 
FIR that alleged that the pro-
moters of the company and 
their associates cheated a 
consortium of banks led by 
the IDBI Bank to the tune of 
Rs 989 crore, the sources said.

"The CBI FIR alleged that 
the said entity took loans 
from banks for business 
purposes and diverted the 
bank funds for purposes 
not intended by the loans."

"Thereafter, the promot-
ers defaulted on repayment 
of loans causing wrongful 
loss to the banks amount-
ing to Rs 989 crore," the ED 
had said in a statement is-
sued last year.

Bank loan fraud: ED raids 
in Delhi-NCR, Punjab

Ambani, Adani join 
hands for fuel biz 

PTI, NEW DELHI: The Su-
preme Court on Wednes-
day granted three months  
furlough to Sukhdev Yadav 
alias Pehalwan in the 2002 
NitishKatara murder case.

A bench of Justices Ujjal-
Bhuyan and K Vinod Chan-
dran noted that Yadav has 
undergone 20 years of un-
interrupted incarceration 
without remission.

 The top court directed 
that Yadav be produced be-
fore the trial court within 
seven days and appropri-
ate conditions be imposed 
on him by the trial court 
before grant of furlough.

Furlough is a temporary 
release from prison, not a 
suspension or remission 
of the entire sentence, 
and is typically granted 
to long-term inmates who 
have served a portion of 
their sentence. 

Yadav's plea challenged 
a November 2024 order of 
the Delhi High Court, which 
dismissed his petition for 

releasing him on furlough 
for three weeks.

 On October 3, 2016, the 
Supreme Court awarded a 
25-year jail term without 
the benefit of remission to 
Vikas Yadav and his cousin 
Vishal Yadav for their role 
in the sensational kidnap-
ping and killing of Katara.

 Co-convict Sukhdev Ya-
dav was given a 20-year jail 
term in the case.

 They were convicted and 
sentenced for kidnapping 
Katara from a marriage 
party on the intervening 
night of February 16 and 
17, 2002 and then killing 
him for his alleged affair 
with Vikas' sister Bharti 
Yadav.

 Bharti is the daughter of 
Uttar Pradesh politician D 
P Yadav.

 The trial court observed 
Katara was murdered as 
Vishal and Vikas Yadav did 
not approve of his affair 
with Bharti as they were 
from different castes. 

SC grants 3-month furlough 
to Sukhdev Yadav in Nitish 

Katara murder case


