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PTI, NEW DELHI: In a 
jibe at Congress leader 
Shashi Tharoor, party chief 
Mallikarjun Kharge on 
Wednesday said his party 
believes in "country first" 
mantra but for some it is 
"Modi first and country 
later".

Soon after Kharge's re-
marks at a press confer-
ence here, Tharoor put 
out a cryptic post on X in 
which there was an image 
of a bird with the caption 
-- "Don't ask permission 
to fly. The wings are yours. 
And the sky belongs to no 
one..."

Asked about Tharo-
or's article on Opera-
tion Sindoor outreach 
in which he praised 

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, Kharge said, 
"I can't read English 
well. His (Tharoor's) 
(English) language is 
very good, that's why 
we have made him a 
Congress Working Com-
mittee member." 

For some it’s ‘Modi first, country 
later’:  Kharge‘s swipe at Tharoor

"But I want to say 
that the people of the 
opposition togeth-
er said they are with 
the Army that is fight-
ing (during Operation 

Sindoor)... We (the Con-
gress) said the country 
is paramount and we 
will work together (with 
the government). We 
said 'country first, party 
later'. Some people say 
'Modi first, country lat-
er'. What can we do about 
that," he said.

On another question 
related to Tharoor's com-
ments, Kharge said, "Who-
ever knows how to write, 
will write it, we do not 

want to think about that. 
Our target is to maintain 
unity in the country, to 
ensure the security of the 
country. We will keep fight-
ing for the country, there is 
no need to pay attention to 
anyone's words."

Pressed further on the 
T h i r u v a n a n t h a p u r a m 
MP's comments, Kharge 
said Tharoor is speaking 
according to his will but 
"we do not want to keep 
harping on it as we are 
more concerned about 
how to save the country".

Tharoor, in an article 
published in on Monday, 
said Modi's energy, dyna-
mism and willingness to 
engage remained a "prime 
asset" for India on the 
global stage but deserved 
greater backing.

His remarks were seen 
as likely to irk his Congress 
party and widen cracks in 
his ties with its leadership.

Police, BSF seize huge quantity 
of ammunition from Mizoram

PTI, AIZAWL: The CID (Spe-
cial Branch) of Mizoram 

Police and Border Secu-
rity Force (BSF) seized 
a huge quantity of live 
ammunition of 7.62 mm 
and arrested one per-
son in Aizawl district, 
a police officer said on 
Wednesday.

Acting on a specific in-
put the team launched a 
joint operation at Seling 
village about 36 km 
from state capital Aizawl 
on Tuesday and seized 
3,008 live ammunition of 
7.62 mm worth around 
Rs 16.54 lakh from a 
pickup truck, he said.

The driver of the pick-
up truck identified as 

Lalawithanga (48), a res-
ident of Zaungtui locality 
in Aizawl, was arrested 
for transporting the am-
munition, he said.

The vehicle used for 
transporting the ammu-
nition was also seized 
by the agencies in the 
presence of civil wit-
nesses, he said.

A case has been regis-
tered under Arms Act at 
Bawngkawn police sta-
tion in Aizawl in connec-
tion with the seizure, the 
police officer said.

Further investigation 
of the case is on, he 
added. 

PTI, NEW DELHI:  Four 
people died and three got 
injured in a fire that broke 
out at a five-storey building 
housing multiple manufac-
turing units in Rithala area 
of Delhi's Rohini, police 
said on Wednesday. 

 Sixteen fire tenders were 
rushed to the building, lo-
cated in Rohini Sector-5 
area, after the fire depart-
ment received a call regard-
ing a blaze there at around 
7.30 pm on Tuesday, offi-
cials said.

 Delhi Fire Services chief 
AtulGarg said the incident 
was reported from a prem-
ises located near Rithala 
Metro Station.

 The cause of the fire is 
yet to be determined, and 
further investigation is 
in progress. Search oper-
ations are still underway 
to ascertain if any one is 
still trapped debris. Po-
lice have so far recovered 
four charred bodies, offi-
cials said.

 Initially, three injured 
– Nitin Bansal (31) and 
Rakesh (30), both with 
80 per cent burn injuries, 
and Virender (25) who 
sustained minor burns – 
were rescued and taken 
to BSA Hospital, a fire-
fighter said.

 However, Nitin and 
Rakesh were later shifted 

to RML Hospital for further 
treatment, he added.

 At around 1.15 am on 
Wednesday, fire personnel 
recovered three charred 
bodies from the first floor, 
the officer said, adding 
that later another body 
was found.

 The fire department of-
ficials said the blaze was 
brought under control on 
the lower floors by 6 am, 
but firefighting operations 
are still underway on the 
third and top floor due to 
heavy smoke.

 Assistant Divisional Of-
ficer (ADO) of DFS Rajesh 
Kumar said that the cooling 
process is still underway. 

4 dead, 3 injured in fire at 
five-storey building in Delhi

Congress President Mallikarjun Kharge addresses a press 
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