
obituaries / news12 GOA, WEDNESDAY, JUNE 25, 2025

AFP, KRAMATORSK: Three 
Ukrainian soldiers raced 
across a field on a quad bike 
in eastern Ukraine, weaving 
at 100 kilometres an hour 
to avoid the attack drone 
chasing them from the sky.

One fired a shotgun up-
wards, blasting the tiny 
craft into pieces.

This time it is just a 
training exercise. But with 
Russia having gained an 
upper hand in frontline 
drone warfare for the first 
time since it invaded, Kyiv's 
troops are practising hard.

Both armies have used 
drones extensively over the 
three-year war – for front-
line strikes and reconnais-
sance as well as long-range 
strikes deep inside each 
other's territory.

But Ukrainian soldiers 
along the front and top 

brass in Kyiv say Russia 
has started deploying more 
of them, and ones that are 
harder to thwart.

"The enemy's intensity 
has increased significantly," 
in recent weeks, a 27-year-
old drone navigator with 

the call sign Boroda, which 
means beard, told AFP.

"You cannot make a mis-
take. You cannot relax," 
another soldier, speaking 
anonymously, told AFP at 
the training in the eastern 
Donetsk region.

Russia's edge in the 
drone battle comes with its 
troops advancing in mul-
tiple sections of the front, 
and as it ramps up deadly 
night-time bombardments 
of Ukrainian cities.

The situation is a reversal 
from the start of the inva-
sion, when Kyiv quickly took 
the lead in drone technology.

Ukrainian command-
er-in-chief Oleksandr Syrsky 
told reporters recently that 
Russia now had an advantage 
in fibre-optic drones, tethered 
by cables up to 40 kilometres 
long to prevent them from 
being wirelessly jammed. 
Ukraine is trying to adapt.

"The development of 
drones is dictating chang-
es in both the tactics of 
troop deployment and the 
requirements for fortifica-
tions," Syrsky said.

RUSSIAN ATTACKS KILL 13 CIVILIANS IN UKRAINE 
AS ZELENSKYY SEEKS MORE WESTERN AID

AP, KYIV:Russian drones, missiles and artillery killed 
at least 16 civilians and injured almost 100 others in 
Ukraine, officials said on Tuesday, as Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy sought guarantees of further West-
ern military aid for his country's efforts to repel Russia's 
invasion. Russian forces have relentlessly blasted civilian 
areas of Ukraine throughout the war, which is now in its 
fourth year. More than 12,000 Ukrainian civilians have 
been killed, according to the United Nations. Ukraine has 
also launched long-range drones against Russia, hitting 
residential areas. Zelenskyy was set to meet on Tuesday 
with Western leaders attending a NATO summit in The 
Hague, Netherlands. 

AP, TOKYO: Japan's army 
announced Tuesday that it 
conducted a missile test for 
the first time on Japanese 
territory.

The test-firing of the 
Type-88 surface-to-ship 
short range missile was 
conducted Tuesday at an 
army firing range in Ja-
pan's northern main island 

of Hokkaido.
Japan is accelerating its 

military buildup to acquire 
strike-back capabilities as 
a deterrence to China.

Japan has previously 
conducted missile tests 
overseas, including in the 
territories of its defense 
partners such as the United 
States and Australia. 

Kyiv’s troops adapt as Russia 
gains edge in drone warfare

Japan conducts its 
first missile test on 
its own territory

US judge 
allows using 

pirated books 
to train AI

AFP, SAN FRANCISCO: 
A federal judge has sid-
ed with the AI company 
Anthropic in its practice 
of training a chatbot on 
copyrighted books with-
out permission from the 
authors.

In a decision with the 
potential to set legal prec-
edent, District Court Judge 
William Asup ruled on 
Monday that Anthropic's 
training of its artificial in-
telligence creation Claude 
with millions of pirated 
books was allowed under 
a "fair use" doctrine in a 
law called the Copyright 
Act.

"Use of the books at is-
sue to train Claude and its 
precursors was exceeding-
ly transformative and was 
a fair use," Alsup wrote in 
his decision.

Musicians, book au-
thors, visual artists and 
news publications have 
sued AI companies that 
used their data without 
permission or payment.

MONTH'S MIND
IN EVER LOVING MEMORY OF OUR DEAREST

DANNY CASIMIRO VIEGAS
You lived with a quiet grace—respectful, loving and soft spoken. You carried a calm and peaceful
spirit that touched all who knew you. Though your faith ran deep, you never wore it aloud—You
simply lived it, every day. Your life truly reflected the words of Micah 6:8: “To act justly, to love

mercy, and to walk humbly with your God”.

There will be an Eucharistic Celebration for the soul of DANNY on Thursday,
26th June 2025 at 8:30 am at St. Michael's Church, Taleigao, followed by
prayers and blessing of the grave offered by his sorrowful family. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
The family of DANNY express our heartfelt gratitude and deep appreciation to
all the priests, relatives, friends and neighbours who attended the funeral,  
offered their condolences, floral tributes, prayers and for all the invaluable help
and comfort rendered in our time of grief.

We regret our inability to thank each one individually.

Relatives and friends kindly accept this as the only intimation.

 May God bless you all.


