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VASCO: Hitting out at the 
government for failing to 
ensure the safety of wom-
en in the State, Congress’s 
South Goa MP Capt Viriato 
Fernandes alleged that to-
day women are afraid to 

Women no longer safe 
in Goa, says MP

step out of their homes 
even during the day.

“There was a time in 
Goa, when women were 
safe even at night. If they 
were delayed due to work 
or a bus breakdown, no 
woman would have to 
worry about her safety. 
Today even if a woman 
leaves the house during 
the day, people at home 
are restive until they re-
turn home in the evening,” 
Capt Fernandes said.

“Today if you walk in Pan-
jim in the evening along the 
city waterfront on your way 
home, where all the casino 
jetties are lined up, peo-
ple from Delhi and around 
the country are asking our 
women and girls how much 
they are available for. Is this 
what our women have to en-
dure?” he asked.

Capt Fernandes was 
speaking at a block 
strengthening meeting 
organised by the Goa 
Pradesh Mahila Congress 
(GPMC) at Vasco, bringing 
together four blocks - Mor-
mugao, Vasco, Cortalim 
and Dabolim - to discuss 
grassroots organisation 
and strategies ahead of the 
2027 Assembly elections.

During the gathering, 
four new Block Mahi-
la Congress Presidents 
were nominated. They 
are Shradha Kalangut-
kar (Vasco), Akshada 
Wadekar (Dabolim), Vin-
ika Arolkar (Mormugao) 
and Lata Naik (Cortalim).

Prominent leaders pres-
ent included Beena Naik 
(former GPMC President), 
Sneha Fondekar and Lib-
erata Madeira (Vice Pres-
idents), Adv Shabnam 
Khan (General Secretary), 
Mamta Maben and Mollie 
Da Gama Silva (District 
Presidents), Sangeeta Naik 
(South District Vice Pres-
ident) and Seema Behre 
(Executive Member).

Expressing grave concern 
over the rising crime against 
women in Goa, State Mahila 
Congress President Dr Pra-
tiksha Khalap said, “Today, no 
woman is safe — whether it’s 
a child, minor, senior citizen, 
doctor, teacher, pregnant 
woman or a mentally chal-
lenged lady. The law and or-
der situation has completely 
collapsed under this govern-
ment. It is time for every Ma-
hila to unite and throw this 
corrupt and criminal govern-
ment out in 2027.”
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PANJIM: Ferry services 
between Divar and Old 
Goa were temporarily 
halted on Tuesday morn-
ing after the ferry ramp 
on the Divar side was 
submerged due to heavy 
rainfall and a high tide. 

The flooding of the ramp 
during the monsoon sea-
son is a recurring issue 
faced by the islanders.

Residents of Divar voiced 
frustration over the lack of a 
lasting solution to this per-
sistent problem. They point-
ed out that the low elevation 
of the ferry ramp and the 
roads leading to the island 

are the primary causes of 
the flooding.

“This happens every 
year,” said Jerry De Sou-
za, former panch of the 
Sao Mathias panchayat, 
while speaking to O Her-
aldo. “The problem is 
that the ramp is low and 
so are the roads. There is 
a need to increase their 
height and maintain them 
properly. Locals, especially 
the youth, should take in-
itiative to see that things 
improve. Flooding also 
worsens when dam wa-
ter is released. Once ferry 
service is stopped, it caus-
es huge inconvenience to 
islanders.”

Divar-Old Goa ferry 
services temporarily 

suspended

1 dies after falling 
into Mandovi River 
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PANJIM: A man sleeping on 
the promenade accidentally 
fell into the Mandovi River 
on Tuesday evening and 
drowned, despite rescue ef-
forts by nearby locals. 

Panjim Police suspect he 
may have been a visitor to an 
off-shore casino. His identity 
remains unknown and inves-
tigations are ongoing.
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PANJIM: The High Court 
of Bombay at Goa on 
Monday quashed and set 
aside the FIR and subse-
quent chargesheet filed 
against Dnyaneshwar 
Govekar, a businessman 
from Caranzalem.

On July 15, 2023, the Pan-
jim police had registered a 
case against Govekar un-
der Sections 143, 447, 323, 
504, 506 read with Section 
149 of the IPC, 1860, and a 
corresponding chargesheet 
dated August 5, 2024.

The petitioner, in his 
criminal writ petition, 
stated that he had no 
knowledge of the crimi-
nal proceedings initiated 
against him until De-
cember 2024, when he 
received a letter from the 
Passport Office, Panjim, 
during the process of re-
newing his passport.

The FIR was lodged 
based on a complaint filed 

by Estonia Almeida, who 
alleged that on October 16, 
2021, at Taleigao-Tiswadi, 
Govekar, along with others 
and with a common ob-
ject, formed an unlawful 
assembly and criminally 
trespassed onto Almeida’s 
property. It was further 
alleged that the petition-
er abused labourers em-
ployed by the respondent 
for plastering work on 
the compound wall, and 
thereafter assaulted the 
respondent, causing bodi-
ly injuries.

However, the Court ob-
served that no prima facie 
case was made out and 
stated that the continua-
tion of the criminal pro-
ceedings would amount to 
an abuse of the process of 
law. Accordingly, the Court 
quashed and set aside the 
FIR and chargesheet filed 
before the JMFC, Panjim.

Advocate Rohit Bras 
De Sa appeared on behalf 
of Govekar.

HC quashes case 
against businessman

Bihar woman on holiday in 
Colva found dead in guest room
MARGAO: A 67-year-old woman from Bihar, who 
was at Colva on vacation with her family, was found 
unconscious in the guest room of a cottage and later 
declared brought dead at the South Goa District Hospital 
(SGDH), Margao. According to Colva police, they 
received a call from a local cottage informing them that 
a female guest was lying unconscious. Police rushed to 
the scene and immediately shifted her to SGDH, where 
doctors declared her brought dead.  Enquiries revealed 
that the deceased had a history of medical illness. The 
family had travelled from Bihar for a vacation and were 
staying at a cottage in Colva. The woman had informed 
her family that she was tired and went to sleep. The 
next morning, her husband found her unresponsive 
and sought medical help. An inquest panchanama was 
conducted and the body was sent for post-mortem 
examination to ascertain the exact cause of death.

Andhra Pradesh businessman held 
for theft at Anjuna flat
PANJIM: An Andhra Pradesh-based businessman has 
been arrested by Anjuna Police for allegedly committing 
theft at a rented flat by entering through a sliding 
window. According to police, Raushan Ranjan, a native 
of Bihar, lodged a complaint stating that an unknown 
person had broken into his flat and stolen valuables, 
including an two mobile phones, AirPods and Rs 1,000 
in cash. Following investigation, police identified and 
arrested the accused as 26-year-old Manchineni Santosh 
Kumar, a resident of Anantapur, Andhra Pradesh. One 
of the stolen mobile phones was recovered from his 
possession. 

Man booked for rash driving after 
fatal accident in Orda–Candolim
PANJIM: A 24-year-old man, Sunil Pandappa Rathod, has 
been booked for rash and negligent driving after his car fatally 
knocked down a pedestrian in Orda–Candolim. The incident 
occurred on June 22, near Sevalal Temple, where the victim, 
Kesu Lamani of Bijapur, was seated by the roadside when 
he was struck by Rathod’s vehicle. Lamani succumbed to 
his injuries. Following the incident, the victim’s son, Kumar 
Lamani, filed a complaint with the local police. 

Family escapes unhurt after coconut 
tree falls on house in Varca
MARGAO: A family narrowly escaped injury after a 
coconut tree fell on their house near the Bank of India 
at Novangully-Varca, Salcete.  According to Station Fire 
Officer Gil Souza, the Margao Fire Station received an alert 
about the incident. The operation, led by S KG Dessai, took 
approximately one and a half hours to complete. While the 
estimated damage to the house was pegged at Rs 50,000, 
the fire personnel managed to save property worth around 
Rs 1 lakh. 

Farmers urged to link Aadhaar-seeded 
bank details to Krishi cards
PANJIM: The Department of Agriculture has urged all 
farmers to link Aadhaar-seeded bank account details with 
their Krishi Cards to ensure seamless benefit disbursal 
through the Aadhaar Payment Bridge (APB) system. Farmers 
are required to submit a mandate form in the prescribed 
format along with a copy of their bank passbook or a 
cancelled cheque to the respective Zonal Agriculture 
Office. The APB system facilitates direct transfer of 
government subsidies and benefits to Aadhaar-linked bank 
accounts. The last bank account linked with the Aadhaar 
will be considered for subsidy deposits. Farmers must notify 
the Zonal Agriculture Office in case of changes to their 
Aadhaar-seeded bank accounts so that Krishi Card records 
can be updated accordingly.
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