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AFP, KYIV: Ukraine's top 
military commander vowed 
to increase the "scale and 
depth" of strikes on Russia 
in remarks made public 
Sunday, saying Kyiv would 
not sit idly by while Mos-
cow prolonged its three-
year invasion.

Diplomatic efforts to end 
the war have stalled in re-
cent weeks.

The last direct meeting 
between the two sides was 
almost three weeks ago 
and no follow-up talks have 
been scheduled.

Russian attacks on 
Ukraine have killed dozens 
of people during the inter-
im, including in the Ukrain-
ian capital Kyiv, according 
to officials.

"We will not just sit in de-
fence. Because this brings 
nothing and eventually 
leads to the fact that we 
still retreat, lose people 
and territories," Ukrainian 
commander-in-chief Olek-
sandr Syrsky told reporters 

including AFP.
Syrsky said Ukraine 

would continue its strikes 
on Russian military targets, 
which he said had proved 
"effective".

"Of course, we will con-
tinue. We will increase the 
scale and depth," he said.

Ukraine has launched 
retaliatory strikes on 
Russia throughout the 
war, targeting energy 
and military infrastruc-

ture sometimes hun-
dreds of kilometres from 
the front line.

Kyiv says the strikes are 
a fair response to deadly 
Russian attacks on Ukrain-
ian infrastructure and ci-
vilians.

In wide-ranging re-
marks, Syrsky also con-
ceded that Russia had 
some advantages in drone 
warfare, particularly in 
making fibre-optic drones 

that are tethered and diffi-
cult to jam.

"Here, unfortunately, 
they have an advantage in 
both the number and range 
of their use," he said.

He also claimed that 
Ukraine still held 90 
square kilometres (35 
square miles) of territory 
in Russia's Kursk region, 
where Kyiv launched an 
audacious cross-border in-
cursion last August.

"These are our pre-emp-
tive actions in response to 
a possible enemy offen-
sive," he said.

Russia said in April that 
it had gained full control 
of the Kursk region and 
denies that Kyiv has a pres-
ence there.

Moscow occupies around 
a fifth of Ukraine and 
claims to have annexed 
four Ukrainian regions as 
its own since launching its 
invasion in 2022 – in ad-
dition to Crimea, which it 
captured in 2014.

AP, TEL AVIV: The Israe-
li military said on Sunday 
that it has recovered the 
remains of three hostages 
held in the Gaza Strip. At 
least four Palestinians were 
killed in an Israeli airstrike 
and 22 wounded while 
waiting for humanitarian 
aid, according to a local 
hospital.

The military identified 
the remains as those of Yo-
natan Samerano, 21; Ofra 
Keidar, 70; and Shay Lev-
inson, 19. All three were 
killed during Hamas' Oc-
tober 7, 2023, attack into 
Israel that ignited the ongo-
ing war. The militant group 
is still holding 50 hostages, 
less than half of them be-
lieved to be alive.

The military did not pro-
vide any details about the 
recovery operation, and it 
was unclear if the airstrike 
was related to it.

“The campaign to return 
the hostages continues 
consistently and is happen-

ing alongside the campaign 
against Iran,” Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu 
said in a statement.

Kobi Samerano said in a 
Facebook post that his son's 
remains were returned on 
what would have been Yo-
natan's 23rd birthday.

Hamas-led militants 
killed some 1,200 people, 
mostly civilians, and ab-
ducted 251 people in the 
October 7 attack. More 
than half the hostages 
have been returned in 
ceasefire agreements or 
other deals, eight have 
been rescued alive and 
Israeli forces have recov-
ered dozens of bodies.

Israel's retaliatory offen-
sive has killed over 55,000 
Palestinians, according 
to Gaza's Health Ministry, 
which has said that wom-
en and children make up 
more than half of the dead. 
It does not distinguish be-
tween civilians and com-
batants.

Four people were killed 
on Sunday in an airstrike 
in the built-up Nuseirat 
refugee camp in central 
Gaza, according to Al-Awda 
Hospital, where the bod-
ies were brought. It said 
another 22 people were 
wounded while waiting for 
aid trucks. 

Palestinian witnesses 
and health officials say Is-
raeli forces have repeated-
ly opened fire on crowds 
seeking desperately need-
ed food, killing hundreds of 
people in recent weeks. The 
military says it has fired 
warning shots at people it 
said approached its forces 
in a suspicious manner.

Pak govt 
under fire for 
nominating 

Trump for Nobel 
Peace Prize

PTI, LAHORE: The Paki-
stan government, as well 
as the country's military 
establishment, have come 
under severe criticism 
from netizens on social 
media for recommend-
ing US President Don-
ald Trump for the Nobel 
Peace Prize.

Ishaq Dar, Pakistan's 
Deputy Prime Minister 
and Foreign Minister, has 
formally sent a letter to 
the Nobel Peace Prize 
Committee in Norway, 
recommending the US 
President for the award 
for his "decisive diplomat-
ic intervention" during 
the recent India-Pakistan 
conflict.

Soon after the an-
nouncement, netizens 
on X began chiding the 
Pakistani government 
for pleasing its "mas-
ter",  the US president .

PTI, LONDON: A new 
Chinese so-called “super 
embassy” planned in cen-
tral London is expected to 
get the UK government's 
stamp of approval after 
the country's Planning In-
spectorate has reportedly 
given its nod.

According to ‘The Sun-
day Times', UK Depu-
ty Prime Minister and 
Housing Secretary Angela 
Rayner is expected to clear 
the path for China's plans 
for a mega embassy at the 
site of the historic Royal 
Mint Court near the Tower 
of London. 

The plans, initially 
blocked amid espionage 
risk, were revived follow-
ing lobbying by China, and 
a 12-day public inquiry 
took place in February. Fol-
lowing this, the Planning 
Inspectorate, an executive 
agency of the Ministry of 
Housing, Communities 
and Local Government 
(MHCLG), is understood to 
have given the scheme the 
“green light”. 

The decision, which is ex-
pected to be formally signed 

off by Rayner before Sep-
tember, is likely to trigger a 
judicial review process, the 
newspaper report said.

“This has been a David 
versus Goliath battle since 
the beginning, and we are 
not giving up now. Most of us 
fully expected this outcome, 
and we are now crowdfund-
ing a legal challenge,” said a 
spokesperson for Royal Mint 
Court Residents Association, 
which represents the people 
who live or work in prop-
erties next to the proposed 
embassy.

‘The Sunday Times' re-
ports that US President 
Donald Trump has previ-
ously called on UK Prime 
Minister Keir Starmer to 
deny permission for the 
“super-embassy”, with the 
issue said to have been 
raised in the trade nego-
tiations between the two 
countries. 

Diplomats say the 
Trump administration 
would have “reservations 
about sharing intelligence” 
with the UK if a mega em-
bassy opened at the pro-
posed site.

New Chinese ‘super 
embassy’ in London to 
get green light: Report

PTI, SHILLONG/IN-
DORE:  A special inves-
tigation team (SIT) of 

the Meghalaya Police 
arrested two persons in 
Madhya Pradesh in con-

Meghalaya Police arrests 2 
persons in Raja murder case

PTI, NEW DELHI: The Na-
tional Investigation Agency 
(NIA) has chargesheeted 
Jatinder Singh alias Joti, a 
key aide of Babbar Khal-
sa International  terrorist 
Lakhbir Singh alias Lan-
da and dreaded gangster 
Pavittar Batala in a Punjab 
terror conspiracy case, offi-
cials said on Sunday.

The chargesheet was 
filed before a special NIA 
court in Mohali on Friday,.

Jatinder Singh, hailing 
from Gurdaspur district 
of Punjab, was arrested by 
the NIA from Mumbai on 
December 23, last year in 
the case, according to an 
official statement.

Jatinder Singh was in-
volved in illegal procure-
ment and supply of fire-
arms from Madhya Pradesh 
to Punjab-based gangsters, 
the agency said.

He was facilitating the 
supply of weapons to 
ground operatives of Bata-

la, a close associate of des-
ignated individual terrorist 
Landa, it said.

Batala's foreign-based 
associates were coordinat-
ing Jatinder Singh's opera-
tions in India, the NIA said.

The weapons were being 
used by Batala's operatives 
in Punjab to promote Bab-
bar Khalsa International's 
criminal-terror activities, 
it said.

It was further found 
during the NIA investiga-
tion that Jatinder Singh 
used to procure illegal 
weapons from a known 
arms supplier, Baljeet 
Singh alias Rana Bhai, in 
Madhya Pradesh.

Baljeet Singh had al-
ready been arrested and 
chargesheeted by NIA. The 
accused were using virtu-
al numbers and encrypt-
ed applications to avoid 
detection by law enforce-
ment agencies, the state-
ment said.

Punjab terror case: NIA 
chargesheets key aide of 

Khalistani terrorists

Ukraine army chief vows to expand 
strikes on Russia

Rescuers stand in front of a damaged building following 
a Russian strike in Kramatorsk on June 22, 2025, amid the 
Russian invasion of Ukraine

Israel recovers remains of 3 
more hostages from Gaza

The campaign to 
return the hostages 

continues consistently 
and is happening 
alongside the campaign 
against Iran 
-Benjamin Netanyahu, 
Israel Prime Minister

nection with the murder 
of Indore businessman 
Raja Raghuvanshi, a sen-
ior officer said.

With the fresh apprehen-
sions, the total number of 
people arrested in the case 
rose to seven.

The SIT on Saturday 
night arrested a property 
dealer for concealing a box 
belonging to Raghuvanshi's 
wife Sonam, who hid it in a 
flat in Indore after the mur-
der last month.

"Meghalaya Police SIT 
arrested one Silome James 
from Bhonrasa toll-gate in 
Dewas district of Madhya 
Pradesh while he was 
trying to flee to Bhopal 
around 7.30 pm on Satur-
day. He is a property deal-
er and lessee of a building 
at Heera Bagh Colony in 
Indore where Sonam had 
stayed and kept the jew-
ellery and other items she 

took with her after the 
incident," East Khasi Hills 
district SP Vivek Syiem 
told PTI.

Later, the SIT nabbed a 
security guard, identified 
as Balla Ahirwar, from his 
native village in Ashok 
Nagar district of Madhya 
Pradesh around 2 am on 
Sunday. He was posted at 
the property.

The two will be pro-
duced before a court in 
Indore, seeking a transit 
remand for being taken to 
Shillong for further inves-
tigation, he added.

The box is believed to 
have contained key evi-
dence linked to the mur-
der, according to sources.

The arrested property 
dealer led the SIT to the 
place where he had dis-
posed of all the items of 
the box by burning, the 
officer said.

PTI, IMPHAL:  A militant 
belonging to the banned 
outfit Kangleipak Com-
munist Party (PWG) was 
arrested in Imphal West 
district of Manipur, a police 
statement said on Sunday.

A large cache of arms 
and ammunition were also 
seized in separate search op-
erations in Imphal East and 
Kakching districts. The ar-
rest and arms seizures were 
made on Saturday, it said.

A total of 19 'demand let-
ters', used for extortion, were 
seized from the possession 
of the militant, identified as 
Yanglem Sadananda Singh 
(26), the statement said.

Also, in a search opera-
tion in Mayophung-Sanasa-
bi Hill in Imphal East dis-

trict, a .303 bipod mounted 
rifle, seven .303 cartridges, 
two heavy-calibre mortars, 
20 heavy-calibre mortar 
shells, two IEDs, four radio 
sets with charger, a pistol 
with three cartridges, 12 
grenades and a bulletproof 
jacket were seized, it said.

In the third search op-
eration in Nongmaikhong 
Makha Leikai hill range in 
Kakching district, an SMG 
carbine with two maga-
zines, an AK-47 rifle, two 
single-barrel guns, one 
modified 9mm pistol with 
two magazines, three IEDs 
(weighing about 2 kg), 
eight wire detonators, and 
10 PEK explosive pack-
ets each weighing 125 gm 
were seized.

Manipur: Militant 
arrested, arms and 
ammunition seized PTI, BALASORE: One per-

son went missing after 
being swept away by flood 
water as over 50 villages 
remained marooned even 
as the water level of the 
Subarnarekha river reced-
ed below the danger mark 
on Sunday, officials said.

A young man from Bish-
nupur gram panchayat area 
of Baliapal block in the dis-
trict is reported missing 
after being swept away by 

the floodwaters on Satur-
day. ODRAF personnel have 
launched a rescue opera-
tion, he said. 

At least four blocks - 
Baliapal, Bhograi, Basta and 
Jaleswar - were inundated 
as authorities of Chandil 
Dam in Jharkhand alleg-
edly released excess water 
without informing Odisha, 
Balasore MP Pratap Sarangi 
alleged terming it a "crimi-
nal misconduct". 

The flash flood has af-
fected over 50,000 people 
in the four blocks of Balas-
ore district. However, the 
administration hopes that 
the situation will now im-
prove as the water level of 
Subarnarekha has started 
receding. The water level 
at 10 am on Sunday, was 
9.94 metre against the dan-
ger mark of 10.36 metre at 
Rajgaht. The highest water 
level was above 11 metre 

on Saturday, officials said. 
Flood water has already 

entered into villages and ag-
ricultural fields and it may 
require around four/ five 
days to recover from the 
flood situation, officials said. 

The state government 
has deployed boats and 
teams from Fire Service (5 
teams), ODRAF (3) and one 
NDRF to help the adminis-
tration in rescue and relief 
operations.

Odisha flood: One person missing, 50 
villages marooned in Balasore

AFP, TOKYO: Voting kicked 
off Sunday for the Tokyo 
metropolitan assembly, a 
poll seen as a key barom-
eter of public sentiment 
towards the central gov-
ernment, which has been 
struggling with low ap-
proval ratings.

Prime Minister Shigeru 
Ishiba's Liberal Democrat-
ic Party – its popularity 
battered by surging infla-
tion and high rice prices – 
hopes to retain its position 
as the largest party in the 
mega-city's legislature.

"We will do everything... 
to get everyone elect-
ed," Ishiba told reporters 
earlier this month when 
campaigning kicked off, 
claiming his party was 

best positioned to resolve 
local issues affecting To-
kyo's some 14 million 
residents.

The Tokyo assem-
bly election are being 
watched closely as they 
come just weeks before 
elections – which local 
media has reported could 
be July 20 – for the coun-
try's upper house.

Ishiba is seeking to main-
tain his coalition's majority, 
having already lost a ma-
jority in lower house elec-
tions last October.

Local media have spec-
ulated that further poll 
blows could lead to a 
change of party leadership.

Polling stations will close 
at 8:00 pm (1100 GMT).

Tokyo votes in local 
election seen as key 
test for ruling party


