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Samajwadi Party President 
Akhilesh Yadav with his 
wife and party MP Dimple 
Yadav during a press 
conference at the party 
office, in Lucknow

Odisha Chief Minister 
Mohan Charan Majhi 
during a meeting to 
review preparations for 
the upcoming Rath Yatra 
festival, in Puri

Chief of All Jharkhand 
Students Union Sudesh 
Mahto with others during the 
celebration of the foundation 
day of AJSU party as Sacrifice 
Day, Balidan Diwas, in Ranchi

Uttarakhand CM Pushkar 
Singh Dhami offers 
prayers with family and 
others during ‘Ganga 
Aarti’ at Parmarth Niketan 
Ashram, in Rishikesh
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Bollywood actors Aamir Khan and Salman Khan during the 
screening of upcoming film Sitaare Zameen Par in Mumbai
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BIG CATCH

A fisherman shows his catch at Kasimedu fish market after the relaxation of fishing ban, in Chennai
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Odisha CM directs officials to maintain 
protocol in diarrhoea-prone areas till Dusshera
BHUBANESWAR: Odisha Chief Minister Mohan Charan 
Majhi directed health department officials to maintain 
the ongoing protocol in waterborne disease-prone areas 
till Dusshera even as the number of diarrhoea cases is on 
the decline in six districts of the state. At least 13 people 
have so far died of waterborne diseases. A total of 3,892 
people were affected by diarrhoea and cholera in Jajpur, 
Bhadrak, Cuttack, Kendrapara, Dhenkanal and Keonjhar 
districts.The CM issued the directive while reviewing the 
diarrhoea situation in the six districts on Saturday. So far, 
3,543 patients have recovered from the disease while 254 
others are under treatment, an official statement said.

UP exam paper leak case: Absconding 
accused arrested
MUZAFFARNAGAR: A man, who was absconding 
since 2024 in connection with UP Police Recruitment 
exam paper leak case, has been arrested, police said. 
Superintendent of Police (Rural) Aditya Bansal said 
Ajay, a resident of Shamli district, was arrested from 
Muzaffarnagar on Saturday.The STF had lodged a case 
against Ajay under sections 418 (cheating with knowledge 
that wrongful loss may ensue to person whose interest 
offender is bound to protect), 467 (forgery of valuable 
security, will, etc), 468 (forgery for purpose of cheating), 
471 (using as genuine a forged document or electronic 
record) and 120B (punishment of criminal conspiracy) 
of the IPC on February 29, 2024. The accused carried a 
reward of Rs 10,000 on his head.

Ambulance driver molests, thrashes 
nurse at private hospital in UP
BHADOHI: A 22-year-old nurse was molested, beaten up 
and dragged by hair by an ambulance driver at a private 
hospital here, police said. A case has been registered 
against the driver, Rohit alias Mohit, who is absconding, 
police said on Saturday. On June 5, the nurse was on a 
call when Rohit came to her and started molesting her. 
When she protested, he grabbed her by the hair, started 
beating her and threw her on the ground, Kotwali SHO 
Sachidanand Pandey said. The accused also put his hand 
inside her clothes and performed obscene acts, he said. 
Alerted by the nurse's screams, doctors and other people 
present in the hospital rescued her.

Nilambur by-poll verdict on Monday; 
Tense wait for parties
MALAPPURAM: With result of the assembly bypoll to 
Nilambur constituency just hours away, the ruling LDF, 
opposition UDF and the NDA in Kerala are keeping a 
close watch as the outcome is seen as a key indicator 
of the political mood ahead of the 2026 state assembly 
election.The counting of votes of the by-election in the 
forest-fringe constituency, which witnessed a fierce 
four-cornered fight, would begin on Monday. Congress-
UDF fielded Aryadan Shoukath, former chairman of the 
Nilambur Municipality, while the CPI(M)-led LDF backed 
senior leader and state secretariat member M Swaraj. The 
BJP-led NDA put up lawyer-politician Mohan George. 
 

Woman, 2 minor daughters abducted at 
gunpoint in MP's Chhatarpur; 5 held
CHHATARPUR: A group of more than a dozen armed men 
allegedly abducted a woman and her two minor daughters 
after opening fire and injuring her husband in Madhya 
Pradesh's Chhatarpur district, police said on Sunday. The 
incident took place at around 12.30 pm on Saturday in 
Sumedi village under Lavkushnagar police station limits, 
where the accused arrived on motorcycles and four-
wheelers, Sub-Divisional Police Officer Naveen Dubey 
said. Efforts were on to trace the woman and the two 
children, according to police. Five of the accused have 
been taken into custody and a case has been registered 
against them under various Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita 
sections, including attempt to murder, the official said.  
	

Noida: Six police post in
-charge suspended
NOIDA: Six police posts in-charge were suspended by the 
Gautam Budhha Nagar Police Commissioner for "poor 
functioning". Gautam Budhha Nagar Police Commissioner 
Laxmi Singh on Saturday also issued show cause notices 
to in-charge of four police stations. The action came 
after a review meeting held to discuss the law and order 
situation. "It was found that almost zero preventive action 
in two months …. (It) is indicative of their poor functioning 
as well as violation of clear instructions of higher officials 
and departmental rules," Singh said.

PTI, AHMEDABAD: The 
Gujarat police on Sunday 
started shifting the wreck-
age of the ill-fated Air India 
plane, that crashed on June 
12 on a medical college 
hostel in Ahmedabad, to 
the airport premises here, 
officials said.

The London-bound air-
craft had crashed into 
the hostel complex in 
Meghaninagar moments 
after taking off from Sardar 
Vallabhbhai Patel Interna-
tional Airport, killing 270 
persons, including 241 on 
board. One passenger sur-
vived.

The wreckage was being 
moved from the crash site 
to GUJSAIL (Gujarat State 
Aviation Infrastructure 
Company Limited) build-
ing, which is in the airport 
premises, and will be in 
custody of the Aircraft Ac-
cident Investigation Bureau 

(AAIB), an official said.
"We have started mov-

ing the wreckage of the Air 
India plane, that crashed 

here, from today to the GU-
JSAIL building," Joint Com-
missioner of Police, Sector 
2, Jaipalsinh Rathore told 

PTI.
"It will take 48 to 72 

hours to shift the entire 
wreckage," he said. 

"The wreckage will be 
under the custody of the 
AAIB, which is investigating 
the plane crash," the official 
said.

Apart from AAIB, the US 
National Transportation 
Safety Board (NTSB) is 
leading a parallel interna-
tional investigation into the 
plane crash.

At least 247 persons 
killed in the crash have so 
far been identified through 
DNA matching and 232 
bodies handed over to their 
families, as per officials. 

Air India plane crash: Wreckage 
being shifted to airport premises

A truck carrying wreckage of the Air India plane that recently crashed into a medical hostel and its 
canteen complex passes by, in Ahmedabad, Gujarat

Ahmedabad 
crash victim’s 

mortal remains 
reach Manipur
PTI, IMPHAL: Thou-

sands of people lined 
up on both sides of the 
roads to pay tributes to 
Ahmedabad crash victim 
Kongbrailatpam Nganthoi 
Sharma, whose mortal 
remains were brought to 
Manipur on Sunday.

Sharma was an air 
crew member of the Lon-
don-bound Air India flight 
AI 171 which crashed into 
a hostel complex in Ah-
medabad's Meghaninagar 
moments after take-off 
from Sardar Vallabhbhai 
Patel International Airport 
at 1.39 pm on June 12, kill-
ing 270 people, including 
241 on board. One passen-
ger survived.

A cousin of Nganthoi 
Sharma said that airport 
officials, family members 
and others paid floral trib-
utes to her mortal remains 
after it was brought to Im-
phal airport aboard an In-
diGo flight.

We have started 
moving the 

wreckage of the Air India 
plane, that crashed here, 
from today to the GUJSAIL 
building
-Jaipalsinh Rathore, 
Joint Commissioner of 
Police

PTI, RANCHI: Coal India 
arm Central Coalfields 
Ltd plans to bring two 
new coal mines into pro-
duction in the current fi-
nancial year which would 
ramp up its capacity by 
10-12 million tonnes per 
annum, a top official said 
on Sunday.

The move assumes sig-
nificance as Central Coal-
fields Ltd (CCL) aims to 
cross 110 million tonnes 
production in the current 
financial year and 150 
million tonnes by 2030.

 "We have planned to 
open two new mines 
this year," CCL Chairman 
and Managing Director 
(CMD)  Nilendu Kumar 
Singh told reporters here.

 The company pro-

Coal India arm to 
bring to production 2 
new mines this fiscal

duced 87.5 million tonnes 
of coal in FY25, the highest 
ever in the history of CCL. 

PTI, NEW DELHI: India 
has ramped up purchases 
of Russian oil in June, im-
porting more than the com-
bined volumes from Middle 
Eastern suppliers such as 
Saudi Arabia and Iraq, amid 
market volatility triggered 
by Israel's dramatic attack 
on Iran.

The US military struck 
three sites in Iran early 
Sunday, directly joining 
Israel which first struck 
Iranian nuclear sites on 
June 13.

Indian refiners are like-
ly to import 2-2.2 million 
barrels per day of Russian 
crude oil in June - the high-
est in the last two years 
and more than the total 
volumes bought from Iraq, 
Saudi Arabia, the UAE and 

Kuwait, preliminary data 
by global trade analytics 
firm Kpler showed.

India's oil imports 
from Russia were 1.96 
million barrels per day 
(bpd) in May.

Imports from the United 
States also rose to 439,000 
bpd in June, a big jump from 
280,000 bpd purchased in 
the previous month.

Full-month projections 
for imports from the Mid-
dle East stand at around 2 
million bpd, lower than the 
previous month's buying, 
according to Kpler.

India, the world's 
third-largest oil-import-
ing and consuming nation, 
bought from abroad around 
5.1 million barrels of crude 
oil, which is converted into 

fuels like petrol and diesel 
in refineries.

India, which has tra-
ditionally sourced its oil 
from the Middle East, 
began importing a large 
volume of oil from Russia 
soon after the invasion 
of Ukraine in February 
2022. This was primarily 
because Russian oil was 
available at a significant 
discount to other inter-
national benchmarks due 
to Western sanctions and 
some European countries 
shunning purchases.

This led to India's im-
ports of Russian oil seeing 
a dramatic rise, growing 
from less than 1 per cent of 
its total crude oil imports to 
a staggering 40-44 per cent 
in a short period.

Iran-Israel War: India ramps up oil 
imports from Russia, US in June

PTI, NEW DELHI: Indian 
Navy's Russian-manufac-
tured guided missile frig-
ate INS Tamal that carries 
an array of missiles and 
surveillance systems will 
be commissioned into the 
force at Russia's coastal city 
of Kaliningrad on July 1.
 The ship has 26 per cent 
indigenous components, 
including the BrahMos 
long-range cruise missile 
for targeting both at sea 
and land, officials said.
 The 125m long, 
3900-tonne warship, packs 
a lethal punch as it fea-
tures an impressive blend 
of Indian and Russian cut-
ting-edge technologies and 
best practices in warship 
construction, according to 

Stealth frigate INS Tamal 
to be commissioned into 

Indian Navy on July 1
the Indian Navy.
Upon commissioning, Ta-
mal will join the 'Sword 
Arm' of the Indian Navy, 
the Western Fleet.
It will not only be a sym-
bol of Indian Navy's 
growing capabilities, but 
also exemplifying collab-
orative strength of the 
India-Russia partnership, 
Indian Navy spokesper-
son Commander Vivek 
Madhwal said.

PTI, CHANDIGARH: An 
army personnel posted in 
Jammu and his aide have 
been arrested for their al-
leged involvement in es-
pionage activities linked 
to Pakistan's spy agency 
Inter-Services Intelligence 
(ISI), a top Punjab Police 
officer on Sunday.

Director General of Po-
lice (DGP) Gaurav Yadav 
said one of the accused has 
been identified as Gurpreet 
Singh, a resident of Dhariw-
al in Amritsar serving in the 
Indian Army in Jammu. His 
associate has been iden-
tified as Sahil Masih who 
also belongs to Dhariwal, 
the police chief said. 

Preliminary investigation 
revealed that Singh was in 
direct contact with oper-

atives of the ISI and is sus-
pected of sharing sensitive 
and confidential informa-
tion via pen drives, he said.

In an intelligence-led 
operation, police arrested 
Gurpreet and  Masih, while 
they were attempting an-
other handover of sensitive 
data, the DGP said, adding 
that the key ISI handler in-
volved in the case has been 
identified as Rana Javed.

The DGP said two mobile 
phones containing virtual 
numbers, used to commu-
nicate with ISI operatives, 
have been recovered from 
both the accused. Further 
investigations are underway 
to dismantle the broader es-
pionage-terror network and 
identify all collaborators in 
this case, Yadav added.

Sharing more details, Sen-
ior Superintendent of Police 
(Amritsar Rural) Maninder 
Singh claimed that Gur-
preet, who was recruited by 
the Army in 2016, system-
atically exploited his official 
position to collect, store and 
transmit classified military 
information via pen drives 
and discs.

The espionage network 
was facilitated by an ac-
quaintance identified as 
Arjan, a Dubai-based drug 
trafficker from Dhariw-
al, who introduced Gur-
preet to ISI operatives five 
months ago, he alleged.

A case under the Official 
Secrets Act and the Bhara-
tiya Nyaya Sanhita has been 
registered at the Lopoke 
police station in Amritsar. 

Army personnel, his associate held 
in Punjab on espionage charge

Two villagers 
murdered by 
Naxalites in 

Chhattisgarh
PTI, BIJAPUR: Naxal-
ites have killed two vil-
lagers in Chhattisgarh's 
Bijapur district, police 
said on Sunday.

The police in a state-
ment said they have re-
ceived information that 
two innocent villagers 
were brutally murdered 
by Naxalites in Sen-
drabor and Aempur vil-
lages under Pamed po-
lice station area.

The police were ver-
ifying the information, 
the release said without 
specifying any reason 
behind the killings and 
when the crime took 
place.


