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PTI, IMPHAL: Meitei body 
COCOMI on Saturday de-
manded a 'farmer safety 
zone' in the periphery ar-
eas of Imphal Valley, two 
days after a farmer was 
injured in a gun attack in 
Bishnupur district.

The Coordinating Com-
mittee on Manipur Integri-
ty (COCOMI) also demand-
ed shoot-at-sight orders in 
the periphery areas of the 
valley to deal with any un-
authorised armed intrud-
er, especially those carry-
ing assault rifles or deadly 
firearms.

Strongly condemning 
the gun attack, COCOMI, 
in a statement, said, 
"Ningthoujam Biren Sin-
gh was shot from point-
blank range barely 30 
meters away from the 
SSB security line. This 
act of terror occurred af-
ter an outrageous breach 
through three tiers of se-
curity – BSF, Army, and 
SSB – raising serious con-

cerns about the intent, 
efficiency, and reliability 
of the current security 
deployment in the valley."

"A COCOMI team held a 

meeting with the Bishnu-
pur superintendent of po-
lice, followed by a strategic 
security dialogue at police 
headquarters with senior 

officers including ADGP L 
Kailun and IGP K Kabib," 
it said.

COCOMI stands in full 
solidarity with local farm-
er groups and the victim's 
family and demands a dec-
laration of a 'farmer safety 
zone' with shoot-at-sight 
orders, it said.

"The entire agrarian belt 
along the foothills and ca-
nal zones must be official-
ly designated as a 'farmer 
safety zone' and must be 
declared a 'no arms zone', 
and any unauthorised 
armed intruder, especial-
ly those carrying assault 
rifles or deadly weap-
ons, must face immediate 
shoot-at-sight orders," CO-
COMI said.

COCOMI also called 
for guarantee to "unin-
terrupted cultivation ac-
cess" and to allow farm-
ers to cultivate paddy 
fields of the Meiteis up to 
the foothill areas without 
fear or obstruction.

ITLF CALLS OFF INDEFINITE SHUTDOWN 
IN CHURACHANDPUR

PTI, CHURACHANDPUR/IMPHAL: A tribal organisation in 
Manipur's Churachandpur district on Saturday called off its 
indefinite shutdown, which had been imposed to protest 
the death of an elderly Kuki woman after being caught 
in a crossfire between security forces and unidentified 
armed men. The Indigenous Tribal Leaders' Forum (ITLF) 
had called the shutdown after the Kuki woman, Hoikholh-
ing Haokip, was fatally shot during an exchange of fire 
between security personnel and armed miscreants at 
Langchingmanbi and Heichanglok villages in the district 
on Thursday evening. In a statement, the ITLF said, "An am-
icable solution has been reached between the forum and 
the district administration in accordance with the tribal 
customary laws in connection with the demise of Hoikhol-
hing." The organisation said mortal remains of Hoikholhing 
will be laid to rest at Martyr Cemetery at Sehken under 
the leadership of the Joint Philanthropic Organisation 
(JPO). ITLF also extended "gratitude to the womenfolk and 
the general public for their relentless support in bringing 
justice to Hoikholhing." 

Manipur: COCOMI demands 
‘farmer safety zone’ in Imphal 

AFP, LOS ANGELES:  US 
Vice President JD Vance 
said on Friday that the 
thousands of troops de-
ployed to Los Angeles this 
month were still needed 
despite a week of relative 
calm in the protest-hit city.
President Donald Trump 
has sent roughly 4,000 Na-
tional Guard members and 
700 Marines, purportedly 
to protect federal prop-
erty and personnel, after 
demonstrations over im-
migration raids.
"Unfortunately, the sol-
diers and Marines are 
still very much a neces-
sary part of what's going 
on here because they're 
worried that it's going to 
flare back up," Vance told 
reporters in Los Angeles.
He was speaking the day 
after an appeals court 

ruled that Trump could 
continue to control the 
California National Guard, 
which would normally 
fall under Governor Gavin 
Newsom's authority.
California officials have 
heavily criticized Trump 
over his use of the military, 
saying it escalated protests 

that local law enforcement 
could have handled.
The demonstrations were 
largely peaceful and most-
ly contained to a small 
part of Los Angeles, the 
second-largest US city, 
although there were in-
stances of violence and 
vandalism.

"If you let violent rioters 
burn Great American Cit-
ies to the ground, then, 
of course, we're going to 
send federal law enforce-
ment in to protect the 
people the president was 
elected to protect," Vance 
said, adding that Trump 
would deploy them again 
if needed.
The Republican further 
accused Newsom – a pos-
sible contender for the 
Democratic presidential 
nomination in 2028 – and 
Los Angeles Mayor Karen 
Bass of encouraging pro-
testers.
Newsom and Bass have 
both condemned rioting 
and violence towards law 
enforcement while accus-
ing the Trump adminis-
tration of manufacturing a 
crisis in the city.

US troops still ‘necessary’ in 
Los Angeles: VP Vance

A man is detained as clashes break out after US Customs and 
Border Protection (CBP) officers attempted to raid a store in 
Bell, just south of Los Angeles, California

AFP, KYIV: Kyiv received 
the bodies of 20 Rus-
sian soldiers instead of 
Ukrainian ones during 
exchanges of war dead 
with Moscow, President 
Volodymyr Zelensky said 
in remarks made public 
Saturday.

He accused Russia of 
"not checking" who they 
were sending, and suggest-
ed Moscow might be doing 
it on purpose to conflate 
the number of Ukrainian 
bodies they had.

The repatriation of 
fallen soldiers and the 
exchange of prisoners of 
war has been one of the 
few areas of cooperation 
between the warring sides 
since Moscow invaded 
Ukraine in February 2022.

Moscow and Kyiv 
agreed earlier this month 
during talks in Istanbul 

to exchange the bodies of 
6,000 soldiers each.

"It has already been 
confirmed during repa-
triations that the bodies 
of 20 people handed over 
to us as our deceased sol-
diers are Russian," Zelen-
sky said in remarks re-
leased on Saturday.

"Sometimes these bod-
ies even have Russian 
passports," he added.

An "Israeli merce-
nary" fighting for Mos-
cow was also among 
those sent, he said.

Tens of thousands of sol-
diers have been killed on 
both sides since the war 
began. Neither country 
regularly releases informa-
tion on military casualties.

Zelensky said there 
were currently "695,000 
Russian troops" on 
Ukrainian territory.

 Ukraine receives 
20 bodies of 

Russian soldiers

PTI, JAIPUR: Former Ra-
jasthan chief minister 
Ashok Gehlot on Friday 
said Congress is in favour 

of Hindi but English opens 
new avenues in the world 
for everyone.

Gehlot's comments came 

a day after Home Minister 
Amit Shah's reported re-
marks on English.

"Congress Party, Ra-

Congress favours Hindi, but English 
opens new avenues: Ashok Gehlot

hul Gandhi and all of 
us are also in favour of 
Hindi but English is an 
international language 
which opens new ave-
nues in the world for 
everyone," Gehlot said 
in a post on X.

"Home Minister Shah 
and many people of BJP-
RSS are against English 
although the people of 
the country know that 
the children of most of 
the Union ministers are 
studying abroad and 
they confuse the peo-
ple here," the Congress 
leader said.

Mob kills 8 
wedding guests 
in violence-hit 
central Nigeria

AFP, JOS: A mob 
stormed a bus carrying 
mostly Muslim wed-
ding guests in central 
Nigeria's volatile Pla-
teau state, killing eight 
people in the latest at-
tack to hit the region, 
local sources said on 
Saturday.

Residents in the area 
had been on edge af-
ter a series of bloody 
attacks in recent days, 
with ethnic Fulani no-
madic Muslim herders 
suspected of killing 
dozens of people in Pla-
teau's Mangu local gov-
ernment area.


