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PTI, AHMEDABAD: Over a 
week after 270 people were 
killed in the Ahmedabad 
plane crash, 231 victims have 
been identified through DNA 
tests, and the mortal remains 
of 210 of them were handed 
over to their families, a health 
official said on Friday.

A London-bound Air India 
flight AI-171 carrying 242 
passengers and crew mem-
bers crashed in Ahmedabad 
on June 12. All but one on 
board the plane died along 

Ahmedabad plane crash: 
231 victims identified

Air India cancels 
8 flights, 4 

of them int’l 
services

PTI, MUMBAI: Air India 
has cancelled eight flights, 
including four internation-
al services, on Friday due 
to enhanced maintenance 
and operational reasons, 
the airline said.

Air India said its teams 
on the ground are making 
alternative arrangements 
for the passengers to fly to 
their respective destina-
tions at the earliest. 

It has also offered full 
refunds on cancellation to 
passengers, the airline said.

The international flights 
to be cancelled were AI906 
from Dubai to Chennai, 
AI308 from Delhi to Mel-
bourne, AI309 from Mel-
bourne to Delhi, and AI2204 
from Dubai to Hyderabad. 

Air India said four do-
mestic flights – AI874 
from Pune to Delhi, AI456 
from Ahmedabad to Delhi, 
AI-2872 from Hyderabad 
to Mumbai, and AI571 
from Chennai to Mumbai – 
have been cancelled.

210 bodies handed over to kin
DELHI-PUNE AIR INDIA FLIGHT SUFFERS 

BIRD HIT, RETURN JOURNEY CANCELLED
PTI, MUMBAI: Air India Pune-bound flight from Delhi 
suffered a bird hit on Friday, forcing the airline to can-
cel its return journey. The aircraft landed safely and the 
bird hit was detected after it touched down in Pune, the 
airline said in a statement. It has been grounded and 
extensive checks are being carried out by the engi-
neering team, Air India said. "Flight AI2470 scheduled 
to operate from Pune to Delhi on June 20 has been 
cancelled due to a bird-hit which was detected after 
the incoming flight landed safely in Pune," it said. The 
airline also said it is making all arrangements, including 
providing accommodation for the stranded passengers. 
Refunds on cancellation or complimentary reschedul-
ing is also being offered to passengers who opt for it, 
the airline said, adding that alternative arrangements 
are being made to fly the passengers to Delhi. 

with nearly 29 on the 
ground when the aircraft 
smashed into a medical 
complex in Meghaninagar 
area of the city shortly af-

ter its take-off.
Authorities are carrying 

out DNA matching to es-
tablish the identity of the 
victims, as several bodies 

were charred beyond recog-
nition or damaged.

"Till Friday evening, 
231 DNA samples have 
been matched and rela-
tives have been contacted. 
So far, the mortal remains 
of 210 victims have been 
handed over to families," 
Medical Superintendent of 
Ahmedabad Civil Hospital 
Rakesh Joshi said.

The 210 victims com-
prise 166 Indians, 36 Brit-
ish nationals, seven Por-
tuguese nationals and one 
Canadian, he said. Of the 
166 Indians, a total of 155 
were on board the ill-fated 
aircraft, Joshi informed.

The Indian victims who 
were identified so far be-
longed to various parts of 
the country, including Guja-
rat, Rajasthan, Maharashtra, 
Diu and Nagaland, he said.

PTI, CHENNAI: The Ma-
dras High Court has held 
that it is not necessary for 
a woman to get the per-
mission of her husband 
and take his signature be-
fore applying for a pass-
port before the authority.

Justice N Anand Ven-
katesh gave the ruling in a 
recent order while dispos-
ing of a petition filed by 
Revathy. She sought a di-
rection to the authorities 
to issue a fresh passport 
without insisting signa-
ture from her husband in a 
time bound manner.

The case of the peti-
tioner was that she got 
married in the year 2023 
and that there was a mat-
rimonial dispute between 
the parties which resulted 
in her husband filing a pe-
tition before a local court, 
seeking for the dissolution 
of the marriage. This peti-
tion was pending. 

The petitioner, applied 
for a passport in April this 
year before the Regional 
Passport Office (RPO) in the 
city. It was not processed 
and when enquired, the 
petitioner was informed 
that she must obtain the 
signature of her husband in 

Not necessary for 
woman to get husband’s 
signature for applying 

passport: HC
Form-J and only thereafter, 
the application will be pro-
cessed by RPO. 

The RPO also took into 
consideration the pending 
dispute between the pe-
titioner and her husband 
before the Court. 

PTI, INDORE: The elder 
brother of Raja Raghuvan-
shi, who was murdered in 
Meghalaya during his hon-
eymoon trip, has alleged 
that the victim's wife Son-
am Raghuvanshi is mis-
leading the police, demand-
ing that she be subjected to 
detailed questioning.

He said on Thursday 
that Sonam and four other 
accused in the case must 
be brought to Indore for 
a thorough investigation 
to uncover the “complete 
truth” behind the murder, 
which sent shockwaves 
across the country.

The remarks came on 
a day a Shillong court ex-
tended the police custody 
of Sonam and her alleged 
paramour Raj Kushwaha by 
two days.

“Sonam misled the inves-
tigators during her eight-
day police custody and 
withheld key details about 
the murder. She must be 
remanded in police custo-
dy for a longer period for 
proper interrogation,” Ra-
ja's brother Sachin Raghu-
vanshi told PTI in Indore.

He reiterated the demand 
for a narcoanalysis test of 
Sonam's entire family, al-

leging that her relatives 
and friends might also have 
played a role in the conspir-
acy to murder his brother.

“It is not easy to plan 
such a massive conspira-
cy. The motive behind my 
brother's murder must be 
clearly established. For 
that, Sonam and the other 
accused should be brought 
to Indore for detailed ques-
tioning,” he added.

Raja's mother Uma Ra-
ghuvanshi broke down 
while remembering her 
late son and kept asking: 
“Why did Sonam get my son 
killed?”

Honeymoon murder: Victim’s 
kin seek detailed questioning of 
Sonam to know ‘complete truth’

PTI, NEW DELHI: In a 
special gesture, Iran has 
lifted airspace restrictions 
for three charter flights 
to evacuate about 1,000 
Indian nationals, mostly 
students, from the Iranian 
city of Mashhad.

Mohammad Javad Hos-
seini, the deputy chief of 
mission at the Iranian em-
bassy, said more evacuation 
flights could be operated in 
the coming days to bring 
back Indians if required.

The Indian nationals 
were moved to Mashad 
from Tehran following 
Israeli attacks on the 
Iranian capital city. The 
evacuation flights, to be 
operated by Iranian air-
line Mahan, are being ar-
ranged by New Delhi.

India launched Opera-
tion Sindhu on Wednes-
day to bring back its 
nationals from Iran and 
Israel in view of the pre-
carious security situation 
arising out of Iran-Israel 
hostilities. The first char-
tered flight carrying Indi-
ans are set to land in Delhi 
on Friday evening.

"We consider Indians as 
our own people. Iran's air-
space is closed but because 
of this issue, we are making 
arrangements to open it for 
the safe passage of Indian 
nationals," Hosseini said at 
a media briefing.

"We consider Indian 
nationals to be our own 
people. They are like Ira-
nians," he said.

"About 1,000 Indians 
who were relocated from 
Tehran to Qom and then to 
Mashad will be evacuated 
to New Delhi on three char-
ter flights," Hosseini said.

"The first flight will land 
tonight at the New Delhi 
airport and there will be 
two more flights on Satur-
day," he said.

The Iranian diplomat 
said more such flights 
could be arranged in the 
coming days if required.

Hosseini said Tehran is 
in close contact with the 
Ministry of External Af-
fairs (MEA) and the Indi-
an embassy in Tehran to 
ensure safe evacuation of 
Indian nationals.

"We are arranging for 
the safe passage of Indi-
ans who want to leave via 
air or via road through 
third countries, or directly 
from Iran," he said.

Iran lifts airspace 
restrictions to help 

evacuate 1,000 Indians
We are arranging 
for the safe passage 

of Indians who want to 
leave via air or via road 
through third countries, 
or directly from Iran
-Mohammad Javad 
Hosseini, Deputy chief of 
Iranian embassy

I, Smt. Laxmi  Wife of 
No. 10146367L Ex. NK 
Ankush Rama Rawul  VPO - 
Shirshinge, Tehsil Sawantwadi, 
Dist- Sindhudurg have changed 
my name from Laxmi to Laxmi 
Ankush Rawul vide affidavit 
no 2908 dated 20-6-2025 
before Executive Magistrate 
Sawantwadi.
sd/- Laxmi Ankush Rawul

 Post - Shirshinge, Tehsil 
Sawantwadi, Dist- Sindhudurg
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