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MAPUSA: The Mapusa 
Merchants Association has 
announced that it will pro-
ceed with its planned mar-
ket bandh on Monday, 23 
June, after talks mediated 
by Deputy Speaker Joshua 
D’Souza on Friday failed to 
resolve their grievances.

The meeting, held with 
Director of Municipal Ad-
ministration Brijesh Maner-
kar, Deputy Director Nadia 
Shekoli, and Mapusa Mu-
nicipal Council Chief Officer 
Chandrakant Shetkar, was 
convened at the request 
of the Merchants Associa-
tion, which had submitted a 
representation demanding 
D’Souza’s intervention.

Calling the levy of sanita-
tion fees “unjust”, Association 
president Jitendra Falari said 
they had given the Council 
time until 22 June to act. If no 
resolution is reached, trad-
ers will voluntarily shut their 
shops the next day. Falari clar-
ified that essential services 
would remain unaffected by 
the protest.

The traders are demand-
ing a revision in the sanita-
tion fees and objecting to 
retrospective charges for 
the past five years.

In 2021, the State gov-
ernment had issued a cir-
cular directing all munici-
pal councils to implement 
the Garbage Management 
Rules and Bylaws in their 
respective jurisdictions.

Following the meeting, 
D’Souza stated that the san-
itation fee for the financial 
year 2024–2025 would be 
charged as it is not being 
opposed by traders. How-
ever, the component for the 
years 2021–2024 will re-
main optional until further 
clarification is received from 
the Directorate of Municipal 
Administration (DMA).

He assured the traders 
that sanitation charges 
would no longer be linked 
to the renewal of trade li-
cences. Regarding the de-
mand to remove retrospec-
tive taxes, he said the DMA 
would seek legal opinion.

He also announced that 
shops and kiosks that have 
been wrongly categorised 
for fee calculation will be 
reviewed by the municipal 
accounts officer on a case-
by-case basis. Traders who 
believe they have been mis-
categorised can approach 
the municipal council, and 
necessary corrections will 
be made following a review.

Mapusa traders to go ahead with 
market bandh on June 23
Demand revision of sanitation fees
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PONDA: A fresh incident 
of soil erosion has been 
reported along the flood-
prone Khandepar river, 
with locals expressing se-
rious concern over the ex-
panding riverbank collapse 
allegedly caused by illegal 
sand extraction.

According to residents, a 
12-metre stretch of the riv-
erbank at Baga had earlier 
collapsed, and a similar ero-
sion event has now occurred 
on the opposite side at Galy-
er, Dhadyar Khandepar.

Locals allege that the river 
continues to erode by two 
to three metres annually, 
particularly at sand extrac-
tion points where the river 
basin has widened signifi-
cantly. “This happens due to 
illegal sand extraction using 
suction pumps. If this is not 

stopped, it may lead to ma-
jor flooding,” a local warned.

The monsoon season reg-
ularly brings flooding to the 
area, often affecting nearby 
houses. Residents noted that 
they had previously filed 
complaints with the author-
ities, resulting in inspections 
and the seizure of illegally 
stacked sand. However, the 
problem persists.

Locals estimate that ap-
proximately 500 metres of 
riverbank, especially along 
a sharp bend in the river, 
remains highly vulnerable 
to erosion. This stretch is 
known for the presence of 
high-quality sand and has 
become a hotspot for illegal 
extraction. Residents fear 
that continued erosion in 
this belt could significantly 
increase the risk of floods 
due to the widening of the 
river basin.

Fresh erosion reported 
at Khandepar river amid 
ongoing sand extraction
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PANJIM: In another letter 
on Friday to the Registrar 
(Judicial) of High Court of 
Bombay at Goa, Adv Aires 
Rodrigues has suggested 
that the Court could decide 
on appointing an Amicus 
Curiae or to take suo motu 
cognisance in the matter re-
lated to conferring upon the 
lifetime status of the rank of 
a Cabinet Minister with all 
consequential benefits to 
former Chief Minister Prat-
apsingh Rane, for his lifetime 
contribution to the State as 
the matter involves an un-
precedented point of law.

Adv Rodrigues has also 
stated that the Central gov-
ernment on March 3 this 
year has accorded him the 
status of Overseas Citizen 
of India (OCI) after a long 
protracted legal battle.

Adv Rodrigues had writ-
ten a similar letter to the 
Registrar (Judicial) in June 
last year leaving it to the 
Court to adopt an appro-

priate course of action as 
he would not be available 
in the country but that he 
could mark his appearance 
through video conferencing.

Adv Rodrigues has now 
stated that the Court can 
decide what should be 
done with his public inter-
est litigation (PIL) Writ pe-
tition including appointing 
an Amicus Curiae or taking 
suo motu cognisance of the 
far-reaching and unprece-
dented point of law raised 
in the PIL writ petition.

After he was declared 
as a Portuguese national 
in March 2023, Adv Rodri-
gues opined that it was not 
proper for him to litigate 
against the government 
since he had ceased to be 
an Indian national.

Meanwhile, the State 
government has sought 
time to produce documents 
to determine whether once 
a Petitioner is declared as 
foreign national, could lit-
igate against the Goa gov-
ernment.

Cabinet status to ex-CM: 
Adv suggests appointment 

of Amicus Curiae 
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