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PTI, MUMBAI: The crashed 
Boeing 787-8 Dreamliner 
was "well-maintained" and 
had undergone a major 
check in June 2023 with 
the next scheduled for De-
cember this year, said Air 
India CEO and Managing 
Director Campbell Wilson 
on Thursday.

In a message to flyers, 
the Air India chief also said 
the 15 per cent reduction 
in Air India's international 
wide-body fleet operations 
for the next few weeks is 
a temporary move and it 
may affect its customers' 
travel plans.

"The plane was 
well-maintained, with its 
last major check in June 
2023 and the next sched-
uled for December 2025. 
Its right engine was over-
hauled in March 2025, and 
the left engine was inspect-
ed in April 2025. Both the 
aircraft and engines were 
regularly monitored, show-
ing no issues before the 

flight," he said.
The airline chief further 

said the loss of 241 passen-
gers and crew members, 
along with 34 people on the 
ground, has "left us all in 
deep sorrow".

"Words cannot express the 
pain we feel for the families 
and loved ones affected by 
this devastating event. We 
are fully committed to do-
ing all we can to support the 
families impacted and are 
also working closely with 
authorities to understand 
the cause of this tragedy. Our 
thoughts are with everyone 
touched by this loss," Wilson 
said in the message.

He said that the airline as 
well as the entire aviation 
industry was awaiting the 
official investigation report 
to understand more.

Campbell said that fol-
lowing the June 12 crash 
and as directed by the Di-
rectorate General of Civil 
Aviation (DGCA), the airline 
has been conducting thor-

ough safety inspections on 
its 33 Boeing 787 aircraft.

So far, inspections have 
been completed on 26 air-
craft and these have been 
cleared for service, he said 
and added that the remain-
ing aircraft are currently in 
planned maintenance and 
will have these additional 
checks done before being 
released into service.

"Following the review, 
the DGCA has confirmed 
that Air India Boeing 787 
fleet and maintenance pro-
cesses fully meet safety 
standards," he said.

While DGCA raised con-
cerns over recent mainte-
nance-related issues at Air 
India and directed airline 
to boost inter-department 
coordination, it said that 
the surveillance of the air-
line's Boeing 787 fleet did 
not reveal any major safe-
ty concerns in the wake of 
the fatal plane crash in Ah-
medabad last week.

On June 13, a day after 

the B787-8 crash that killed 
241 people on board, the 
Directorate General of Civil 
Aviation ordered enhanced 
surveillance of Air India's 
Boeing 787 fleet, comprising 
26 787-8s and seven 787-9s.

"Regrettably, the time re-
quired to perform these en-
hanced safety checks, along 
with the application of ex-
tra caution, external factors 

like airspace closures in 
Iran and the Middle East as 
well as night-time restric-
tions at some international 
airports, along with normal 
airline technical issues, has 
led to a higher-than-usual 
number of cancellations 
on our long-haul network 
in the past few days,"  
the Air India chief said in 
his message.

Air India CEO says crashed 
Dreamliner was well-maintained 

The last major check was in Jun 2023
LOCATION FOR DECODING BLACK BOX OF 

CRASHED AI PLANE TO BE DECIDED
PTI, MUMBAI: The government on Thursday said the 
Aircraft Accident Investigation Bureau will decide on the 
location of decoding the black box of Air India's crashed 
Dreamliner. A multi-disciplinary team from the Aircraft 
Accident Investigation Bureau (AAIB) has commenced 
an investigation into the accident that killed around 270 
people on June 12, it said. The AAIB is probing the crash, 
and in addition to this, a high-level panel has been set up 
under the Home Secretary to investigate the causes of 
the plane crash. The committee will submit its report in 
three months. "A combined unit of the Digital Flight Data 
Recorder (DFDR) and Cockpit Voice Recorder (CVR) has 
been recovered from the crash site on June 13, 2025, and 
another set was found on June 16.

PTI, MUMBAI: Air India on 
Wednesday announced a 
15 per cent reduction in in-
ternational flights operated 
with widebody planes till 
mid-July as the Tata Group-
owned airline grapples 
with operational disrup-
tions due to enhanced safe-
ty inspections and Iranian 
airspace closure.

In the wake of the fatal 
crash of the London Gat-
wick-bound Boeing 787-8 
plane soon after takeoff 
from Ahmedabad on June 
12, the carrier has wit-
nessed international flight 
disruptions, especially with 
the ongoing safety checks 

of B787-8/9 aircraft.
The airline also apolo-

gised to passengers who 
will be impacted by the 
temporary curtailment of 
overseas flights. Besides, 
the carrier will carry out 
enhanced safety checks for 
Boeing 777 planes as a mat-
ter of added precaution.

The airline has recently 
seen operational disrup-
tions, with at least 83 inter-
national flights cancelled 
over the last six days.

In a late evening state-
ment, Air India said there 
have been disruptions due 
to the geopolitical tensions 
in the Middle East, night cur-

few in the airspaces of many 
countries in Europe and East 
Asia and the ongoing en-
hanced safety inspections.

The airline also said nec-
essary cautious approach is 
being taken by the engineer-
ing staff and Air India pilots.

"Given the compound-
ing circumstances that Air 
India is facing, to ensure 
stability of our operations, 
better efficiency and to 
minimise inconvenience to 
passengers, Air India has 
decided to reduce its inter-
national services on wide-
body aircraft by 15 per cent 
for the next few weeks," the 
statement said.

Air India to cut international widebody 
flights by 15 per cent till mid-July

PTI, THIRUVANAN-
THAPURAM: Congress 
Working Committee 
(CWC) member Shashi 
Tharoor on Thursday said 
that he has differences of 
opinion with some in the 
party leadership, but he 
is not going to talk about 
them in view of the bypoll 
in Nilambur constituency.

Speaking to reporters 
here, Tharoor said that 
Congress, its values, and 
its workers were very 
dear to him.

He said that he has 
worked closely with the 
party workers for 16 years 
and sees them as close 
friends and brothers.

"However, I do have dif-
ferences of opinion with 
some in the Congress 

leadership. You know 
what I am talking about, 
as some of those issues 
are there in the public 
domain and have been 
reported by you (media)," 
Tharoor said.

He did not clarify 
whether his differences 
of opinion were with the 
national or state leader-
ship. The Thiruvanan-
thapuram MP indicated 
that he might talk about 
those differences after 
the bypoll results.

When asked why he 
was not part of the bypoll 
campaign, Tharoor said 
that he was not invited 
for it as was the practice 
during the other byelec-
tions, including the one in 
Wayanad held last year.

Without 
addressing 

inequalities, 
no nation can 

claim to be truly 
democratic: CJI

PTI, NEW DELHI: With-
out addressing the struc-
tural inequalities that 
marginalise large sec-
tions of society, no nation 
can claim to be truly pro-
gressive or democratic, 
Chief Justice of India BR 
Gavai said on Wednesday 
while emphasising that 
socio-economic justice 
is a practical necessity 
for achieving long-term 
stability, social cohesion, 
and sustainable develop-
ment.

Speaking at a function 
in Milan on the topic of 
"Role of Constitution in 
Delivering Socio-Eco-
nomic Justice in a Coun-
try: Reflections from 75 
Years of Indian Constitu-
tion", the CJI said that jus-
tice is not an abstract ide-
al and it must take root in 
social structures, in the 
distribution of opportu-
nity, and in the conditions 
under which people live. 

"Without addressing 
the structural inequal-
ities that marginalise 
large sections of society, 
no nation can claim to be 
truly progressive or dem-
ocratic. Socio-economic 
justice, in other words, 
a practical necessity for 
achieving long-term sta-
bility, social cohesion, 
and sustainable develop-
ment," he said.

The CJI said that it is 
not merely a matter of 
redistribution or welfare 
but it is also about ena-
bling every person to live 
with dignity. 

PTI, NEW DELHI: India has 
kick-started the process to 
implement an ambitious 
project to develop a fifth 
generation stealth fighter 
jet to boost its air power.

The Aeronautical Devel-
opment Agency (ADA), an 
entity that operates under 

India kick-starts process to build 
5th generation stealth fighter jet

the defence ministry, has in-
vited Expression of Interest 
(EOI) for developing proto-
types of the aircraft.

Under the project, the 
government plans to build 

five prototypes of the Ad-
vanced Medium Combat Air-
craft (AMCA).

Tharoor says he 
has differences with 
some in Congress 

leadership


