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APPOINTMENTS

PANJIM: On June 15, O Her-
aldo reported on an ongo-
ing Smart City project op-
posite Caculo Mall, where 
paver blocks on the foot-
path were being removed 
to facilitate underground 
cabling. The work, howev-
er, raised concern as it was 
being carried out despite a 
clear Public Works Depart-
ment (PWD) directive pro-
hibiting digging during the 
monsoon.

At the time, site engineer 
Rahul from Bagkiya Con-
struction Pvt Ltd, the firm 
executing the project, con-
firmed the activity and said 
the work would be com-
pleted by Monday. He also 
mentioned that the com-
pany had been involved in 
various Smart City projects 
in Panjim for the past two 
years.

However, a visit to the 
site on Thursday evening 
revealed that the deadline 
had not been met. The 
footpath remained dug 
up and the area was aban-
doned, with no workers 
in sight. Despite several 
attempts, O Heraldo was 

unable to reach anyone 
from Bagkiya Construc-
tion, as calls went unan-
swered.

The only precaution at 
the site was a thin yellow 
caution tape, offering min-
imal protection against 
potential accidents. In 
the current monsoon con-
ditions, the open trench 
poses a serious risk to 
pedestrians, especially at 
night when visibility is 
poor.

This incident raises 
pressing questions—not 
just about violating the 
PWD's monsoon ban, but 
also about the lack of 
urgency, accountability, 

and safety measures on 
the part of the contrac-
tor. If such neglect is vis-
ible at a high-profile lo-
cation like Caculo Mall, it 
raises serious concerns 
about work standards in 
less visible parts of the 
city.

As the Smart City ini-
tiative progresses, such 
lapses point to the urgent 
need for stricter monitor-
ing, clear deadlines, and 
transparent communica-
tion. Urban development 
must prioritise both effi-
ciency and public safety, 
or the mission of building 
a truly "smart" city will 
ring hollow.

Four Karnataka men remanded in Ponda 
kidnapping case
PONDA: A recent development in the kidnapping case 
of Sandeep Choudhary, a businessman from Ponda, the 
co-accused, arrested by the Ponda Police, were remanded 
to seven days of police custody by the JMFC Court. Shakir 
Abdilsiddiq, Mohammad Tamim, Izaz Ahmad, and Lathif 
Mohamad, all residents of Karnataka have been remanded 
in connection with the abduction. It may be recalled that 
the prime accused, MunirShafik (22), had already been 
arrested and taken into police custody. Sandeep was 
kidnapped last week by the prime accused and his four 
accomplices. 

Bengaluru murder accused remanded  
to police custody
PONDA: Sanjay Kevin (22) from Bengaluru, arrested by the 
Ponda Police in connection with the suspected murder 
of his girlfriend, has been remanded him to seven days 
of police custody by the Judicial Magistrate First Class, 
Ponda. Kevin has been accused of killing his girlfriend, 
Roshani Moses (22), also from Bengaluru. According to 
police, the couple had been in a relationship for five 
years. It is believed that the accused brought Roshani 
to Goa by bus for a picnic and then allegedly killed her 
at the Pratapanagar cashew plantation. The victim was 
discovered with a slit wound on her neck, inflicted by 
a sharp weapon. The arrest was made possible through 
technical analysis of a UPI payment for the bus fare and 
corroborating information provided by a taxi driver hired 
by the accused.

Sanguem police to send seized ambergris  
for lab testing in Kerala
MARGAO: The Sanguem police have confirmed that 
the suspected ambergris (commonly known as whale 
vomit) seized earlier this week will be sent to a forensic 
laboratory in Kerala to determine its authenticity. The 
substance, a rare and highly valuable secretion from 
the intestines of sperm whales, was confiscated during 
a police operation, and the material's verification will 
involve DNA analysis, typically conducted by the Forest 
and Wildlife Department and the Directorate of Revenue 
Intelligence (DRI). The Sanguem police had arrested 
Sachin Mhatre, resident of Pen, Raigad, Raut Sainath 
Shet (50), resident of Ponda, Ratnakant Karapurkar (55), 
resident of Zuarinagar and Vegesh Redkar (40), resident 
of Sawantwadi The accused were allegedly in possession 
of 5.75 kg of suspected ambergris, an uncured animal 
trophy, estimated to be worth over Rs 10.06 crore. 

1.69L sq mts land converted to settlement zone
PANJIM: The Town and Country Planning (TCP) 
Department has notified the conversion of 1,69,248 
square metres of land into the settlement zone under 
Section 39A of the TCP Act. The approved land parcels are 
located in: Aldona,  777 sq. mts, Assonora,  350 sq. m and 
Ella,Tiswadi – 1,68,121 sq. mts These conversions involve 
modifications to the Regional Plan for Goa 2021, made 
following a 30-day period during which the public was 
invited to submit objections and suggestions.

PONDA: Environmen-
talist and marine pro-
fessional Captain Nitin 
Dhond has warned that 
the diversion of the Mha-
dei River will have cat-
astrophic consequences 
for both Goa and Karna-
taka, affecting biodiver-
sity, water security, and 
livelihoods. Speaking at a 
seminar on ‘Save Mhadei, 
Save Goa’ in the presence 
of environmentalists and 
concerned citizens from 
Ponda, he emphasised 
that the issue goes be-
yond political boundaries 
and must be treated as 
a non-political, environ-
mental crisis.

Dhond alleged that the 
diversion is not for drink-
ing water purposes, as 
claimed, but rather a com-
mercial project to benefit 
nine proposed sugar facto-
ries along the Malaprabha 
River basin in Karnataka. 
“There are already nine 
sugar factories operating 
in the region, and the ex-
isting Malaprabha River 
cannot meet the massive 
water demands of these 
units,” he said.

Mhadei 
diversion will 
spell doom: 
Capt Dhond

Govt freezes assets of Myron, 
wife in fraud probe

Team Herald

PANJIM: The Government 
of Goa has issued an ad-in-
terim order directing the at-
tachment of properties and 
freezing of bank accounts 
linked to Myron Rodrigues 
and his wife Deepali Par-
ab, also known as Rukmini 
Naik, in connection with an 
ongoing financial fraud in-
vestigation by the Economic 
Offences Cell (EOC).

The enforcement action 
includes the attachment of 

eight immovable proper-
ties located in Goa, Mumbai, 
Kalyan, Pune, and Lavasa. 
In addition, multiple bank 
accounts and fixed deposits 
held in the names of both 
accused have been frozen.

All attached assets have 
been placed under the au-
thority of the Additional 
Collector, South Goa, who 
has been instructed to pro-
ceed under the provisions 
of the Goa Depositors’ In-
terests Protection Act.

Officials from the De-

partment of Finance stated 
that the action was taken to 
safeguard the interests of 
defrauded investors in the 
multi-crore scam.

Earlier, on May 19, 2025, 
Interpol issued a Red Cor-
ner Notice (RCN) against 
Myron Rodrigues, the main 
accused, following a formal 
request from the Goa Po-
lice. Rodrigues is alleged to 
be at the center of a major 
investment fraud case that 
left multiple victims across 
the State and beyond.

Team Herald

PANJIM: The Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) on 
Thursday announced its 
new 21-member State 
executive committee 
under the leadership of 
State President Damo-
dar ‘Damu’ Naik. Among 
the key appointments 
is former Speaker Vish-
was Satarkar as one of 
the vice presidents—a 
move seen as political-
ly significant following 
the recent removal of 
Govind Gaude from the 
Cabinet.

Satarkar, who lost the 
Priol constituency in 2007 
and later served as the 
State Chief Information 
Commissioner, returns to 
a prominent party role af-
ter years out of electoral 
politics.

Other vice presidents 
include Dattaprasad Khol-
kar, former MP Adv Nar-
endra Sawaikar, Kunda 
Chodankar, and former 
MLAs Glen Souza Ticlo 
and Chandrakant ‘Babu’ 
Kavlekar.

Sidharth Kunkolienkar 
and Sarvanand Bhagat 
have been named gen-
eral secretaries, while 
Dayanand Sopte, Deepak 
Naik, Arti Bandodkar, 
Dhaku Madkaikar, Sanja-
na Velip, and Rania Car-
doso will serve as secre-
taries.

Sanjiv Desai retains his 
role as treasurer, with 
Pundalik Desai as joint 
treasurer.

Siddhesh Naik is the 
media convenor, MLA Kr-
ishna ‘Daji’ Salkar the chief 
spokesman, Giriraj Pai 
Vernekar will handle the 
IT Cell, Shubham Parse-
kar is the social media in-
charge, and Sudhir Parse-
kar is the office secretary.

The new list of of-
fice-bearers has been ap-
proved by BJP National 
President J P Nadda and 
will serve for the term 
2025–2028.

BJP names new 
state executive 

committee

UNFINISHED SMART CITY WORK 
SPARKS SAFETY CONCERNS

PWD’s no-dig directive violated; poor site 
management poses risks to pedestrians

Incomplete work opposite Caculo Mall poses danger 

Team Herald

PONDA: The Centre 
of Indian Trade Un-
ions (CITU), Goa on 
Wednesday submitted 
a memorandum of ob-
jections and sugges-
tions to the Director 
of Transport, Panjim, 
regarding the draft 
guidelines for cab ag-
gregators issued by the 
Goa Government.

The memorandum, 
signed by CITU State 
President Naresh Shi-
gaonkar and Gener-
al Secretary Nilkant 
Fadte, warns that the 
introduction of cor-
porate ride-hailing 
services like Ola and 
Uber would eventual-
ly destroy livelihoods, 
leading to monopoly 
control of Goa’s taxi 
sector by multinational 
companies.

CITU expressed con-
cern that the entry 
of such aggregators, 
under the guise of re-
form, would displace 
thousands of Goan taxi 
drivers and owners, 
whose incomes would 
suffer due to predatory 

CITU Goa submits 
objections to cab 

aggregator guidelines
pricing and opaque algo-
rithms used by these plat-
forms to allocate rides and 
set fares.

They highlighted that, 
based on the experience in 
cities like Mumbai, Delhi, 
Bengaluru, and Hyder-
abad, aggregator mod-
els have led to declining 
driver incomes, increased 
exploitation, and even in-
stances of mental distress 
and suicides among driv-
ers.


