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AFP, KANANASKIS, CAN-
ADA: India and Canada 
agreed Tuesday to return 
ambassadors to each oth-
er's capitals, turning a page 
on a bitter spat over an as-
sassination as Canada's new 
leader welcomed counter-
part Narendra Modi.

Prime Minister Mark 
Carney, who took office 
in March, invited Modi to 
the Canadian Rockies as 
a guest at the summit of 
the Group of Seven major 
economies.

Carney's predecessor 
Justin Trudeau last year 
publicly accused India of 
involvement in the assas-
sination of a Sikh separa-
tist on Canadian soil and 
expelled the Indian am-
bassador, triggering a fu-
rious reciprocal response 

from India.
Carney and Modi agreed 

that the two countries 
would name new high 
commissioners, as am-

bassadors are known be-
tween Commonwealth na-
tions, in hopes of restoring 
normal operations for citi-
zens and businesses.

Carney said he hoped the 
meeting would "provide 
the necessary foundations 
to begin to rebuild the re-
lationship, based on mutual 
respect, sovereignty, trust."

"I would describe it as 
foundational – as a neces-
sary first step, a frank, open 
exchange of views around 
law enforcement, transna-
tional repression," he told a 
news conference.

He noted that India is in-
vited each year to G7 sum-
mits of major industrial de-
mocracies, pointing to the 
size of its economy.

The row had severely im-
peded diplomatic services 
between the two countries, 
which traded $9 billion in 
2023 and have close cultur-
al ties due to the vast Indian 
diaspora in Canada.

India, Canada return ambassadors 
as Carney, Modi look past spat

DON’T TURN BLIND EYE TOWARDS CHALLENGE 
OF TERRORISM: PM MODI TO G7 LEADERS

PTI, KANANASKIS (CANADA): India's neighbourhood has 
become a breeding ground for terrorism and turning a 
blind eye towards the challenge would be a "betrayal of 
humanity", Prime Minister Narendra Modi told G7 leaders, 
seeking action against Pakistan for its support to cross-
border terrorist activities. In an address at a G7 outreach 
session here, Modi said the April 22 Pahalgam attack was 
a direct attack on the "soul, identity, and dignity" of every 
Indian, adding any country that supports terrorism must be 
held accountable and made to pay the price. There must be 
no place for "double standards" in dealing with terrorism, 
he said and questioned whether those spreading terror and 
those who suffer from it be "weighed on the same scale." 
Modi was addressing the G7 outreach session on Energy 
Security on Tuesday.

PTI, WASHINGTON: US 
President Donald Trump 
will host Pakistan Army 
chief Asim Munir for lunch 
at the White House on 
Wednesday.

“The President has lunch 
with the Chief of Army Staff 
of the Islamic Republic of 
Pakistan,” an advisory is-
sued by the White House 
said.

The lunch will take place 
at 1 pm (local time) in the 
Cabinet Room of the White 
House.

Trump had cut short his 
trip to Kananaskis, Can-
ada, for the G7 Leaders' 
Summit, and he returned 
to Washington Tuesday 
morning amid escalating 
tensions in the Middle East 
with the latest Israel-Iran 
conflict.  

The White House's in-
vitation to Munir is being 
projected by officials in Is-
lamabad as a major diplo-
matic win, according to the 
Dawn newspaper.

Field Marshal Munir, 
who was elevated to Paki-

stan's rare five-star rank 
last month in the first such 
promotion since Ayub 
Khan in 1959, during his 
US trip urged India to en-
gage with Pakistan “as a 
civilised nation,” rather 
than "attempting to impose 
regional hegemony", the 
paper reported.

Speaking to members 
of the Pakistani American 
community on Monday 
evening, he rejected that 
Pakistan was behind the 
terrorist attack in Pahal-
gam. 

Munir accused India 
of seeking to establish a 
dangerous “new normal” 
of "violating internation-
al borders", which he said 
Pakistan had "forcefully 
rejected", according to the 
newspaper.

Tensions between India 
and Pakistan escalated af-
ter the Pahalgam terror 
attack, with India carrying 
out precision strikes on 
terror infrastructure in Pa-
kistan and Pakistan-occu-
pied Kashmir on May 7.

Trump to host Pak 
Army chief for lunch

AFP, KYIV, UKRAINE: Res-
cuers in Kyiv said Wednes-
day that the death toll from 
a major Russian attack on 
Ukraine's capital the pre-
vious day had risen to 21, 
with more than 130 people 
wounded.

Russia launched doz-
ens of drones and missiles 
at Kyiv early Tuesday in 
what President Volodymyr 
Zelensky called "one of the 
most horrific attacks" on 
the capital of the three-
year war.

"In total, 21 people died 
in the capital and 134 peo-
ple were injured," Ukraine's 
state emergency service 
wrote on Telegram.

It added that 16 bod-
ies had been recovered 
from the rubble of a sin-
gle nine-story apartment 
building in the Solomyan-
sky district.

The previous death toll 
given by Kyiv's mayor was 
14.

Zelensky said 440 drones 
and 32 missiles were 
launched in the strikes na-
tionwide and urged the in-
ternational community not 
to "turn a blind eye".

The Russian defence 

Death toll from Russian attack on Kyiv rises to 21

A Police officer walks past a burnt car at the site of a damaged 
residential building following a Russian missile and drone strike 
in Kyiv

ministry said it had con-
ducted precision strikes 

on "military-industrial fa-
cilities in the Kyiv region," 
in a statement similar to 
those released after other 
major attacks.

More than three years 
into its full-scale invasion 
of Ukraine, Moscow has 
stepped up attacks despite 
efforts by the United States 
to broker a ceasefire.

Talks have stalled. 
Moscow has rejected the 
"unconditional" truce de-
manded by Kyiv and its 
European allies, while 
Ukraine has dismissed 
Russia's demands as "ulti-
matums".

PTI, PUNE: The National 
Institute of Virology (NIV) 
Wednesday said it is genome 
sequencing and isolating four 
new sub-variants of Omicron 
which are believed to be re-
sponsible for the recent rise 
in Covid cases across India.

  This effort will help in 
assessing vaccine effec-
tiveness, Dr Naveen Kumar, 
director of Pune-based NIV 
under the ICMR, said.

An upsurge of Covid cas-
es was noticed since the 
second week of April.

Kumar said that after ge-
nome sequencing of sam-
ples across India, four sub- 
variants of Omicron – LF.7, 
XFG, JN.1. 16 and NB. 1.8.1 
– have been found.

Genomic analysis re-
vealed that the surge was 
due to JN.1.16 sub lineage of 
Omicron variant and since 

May, it was replaced by the 
XFG (LF.7 and LP.81.2) re-
combinant variant.

Whole genome sequenc-
es have been submitted to 
Indian Biological Data Cen-
tre and Global Initiative On 
Sharing All Influenza Data, 
Kumar said.

"Scientists at NIV are do-
ing monitoring, genome se-
quencing and isolating the 
new variants. The strain, 
which was circulating in 
Singapore, was also found 
in India five-six weeks ago.

"Isolation is important to 
replace the existing vaccine 
strain if at all it is required.  
Whether or not this needs 
to be replaced is something 
which is to be critically an-
alysed based on the sever-
ity of the disease. So far it 
appears that the strains are 
not much severe. 

NIV Pune genome 
sequencing, isolating 4 
Omicron sub-variants 

Responsible for recent rise in Covid cases: Director


