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FIX OR FARCE?

shorttakes

MARGAO: South Goa 
Sessions Court grant-
ed conditional bail on 
Wednesday to Viresh 
Aguanda of Vasco and Mo-
hamed Ali Mulla of Man-
gor Hill, Vasco, two of the 
five individuals arrested 
by Fatorda Police for the 
alleged kidnapping and 
gang rape of a mentally 
challenged girl at San-
coale.

As per the court order, 
their release is contin-
gent upon executing a 
personal bond of Rs 1 
lakh each with one sure-
ty of the same amount. 
The accused must pro-
vide a permanent res-

idential address with 
proof to the court and 
inform the court of any 
address changes. The 
provided address will be 
verified by the investi-
gating officer.

Additionally, they must 
furnish their current mo-
bile number(s) and notify 
the court and investigat-
ing officer of any future 
changes. They are pro-
hibited from leaving Goa 
without the court’s per-
mission, and if they pos-
sess a passport, it must be 
surrendered. The accused 
are also directed not to in-
fluence, induce, threaten, 
coerce, or contact the vic-

Court grants conditional bail  
to accused in cannabis case
MARGAO: The Judicial Magistrate First Class (JMFC), 
Margao, has granted conditional bail to Velroy Ricardo 
of Curtorim, arrested for possessing dry greenish 
substance with fruiting and flowering tops, suspected to 
be ganja, worth Rs 50,400. The court ordered his release 
on furnishing a bail bond of Rs 25,000 with one surety 
of a like amount. Additionally, he has been directed to 
report to the Margao Police Station for 10 days.

Banyan tree falls onto the road in Navelim 
MARGAO: A huge banyan tree fell onto the road in 
Navelim.  According to Station Fire Officer Gil Souza 
at the Margao Fire Station, they received a call and 
promptly sent fire personnel to the location. Souza 
stated that the operation to cut the massive tree 
and clear the road took approximately six hours. He 
explained that the firefighters completed this task in 
stages, and the area was eventually cleared for traffic. 
In a separate incident, a cashew tree in Telaulim, 
Navelim, was in danger of falling onto a house. 
Firefighters intervened by cutting down the tree, 
preventing damage to the property. Souza noted that 
the tree was leaning precariously against the house, 
posing a significant risk, which prompted the crew to 
remove its branches.

Yoga camp at Margao on June 21
MARGAO: To commemorate International Yoga Day, 
the Peace & Bliss Association, Margao, in collaboration 
with the Rotary Club of Margao Midtown, Nave Marg 
Foundation, Patanjali Yoga Samiti, and Ambika Yog 
Kutir Goa will organise a yoga camp on June 21 at the 
BPS Club, Margao. Arun Panchawadkar, Controller of 
the Legal Meteorology Department, will be the chief 
guest. Dr Shriram Kamat Dhakanker, Orthopaedic 
Surgeon, and Dr Suraj Prabhudessai, Surgeon will be 
the guests of honour.

Candolim panchayat launches weekly  
free eye clinic
CALANGUTE: In a move to make healthcare more 
accessible to residents, the Candolim Village Panchayat 
has launched a free weekly eye clinic under the 
‘Mission Vision’ initiative. The clinic will operate 
every Monday at the Candolim Sports Club premises. 
Sarpanch Blaize Fernandes said the initiative is 
supported by local social clubs, a hospital in Mapusa, 
and Calangute MLA Michael Lobo. Speaking at the 
launch, MLA Lobo emphasized the importance of 
raising awareness about available medical facilities, 
particularly for heart patients. “Today, even young 
people are facing heart problems and diabetes.
Taking proper medication and seeking timely medical 
assistance is crucial for managing these conditions,” 
he added.
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PONDA: With Goa witness-
ing a familiar shift towards 
locally-grown vegetables, 
reducing reliance on neigh-
bouring States, several 
farmers in hilly and sloping 
areas are diligently prepar-
ing for the harvest, expect-
ed in July and August.

Cultivating a variety of 
seasonal crops, including 
cucumber, bitter gourd, 
ridge gourd, brinjal, radish, 
and pumpkin, the farmers 
in the region stressed the 
need for government sup-
port to enhance their pro-
duction.

Beyond Curti and Far-
magudi, the plateaus and 
hills of Bandora are flourish-
ing with monsoon vegetable 
cultivation. In Ponda taluka, 
numerous families engaged 
in farming are involved 
in growing these most 

sought-after and delicious 
local vegetables. 

The arrival of the mon-
soon has brought joy, as 
they have already put in 
much effort over the past 
two months tilling the land 
and sowing seeds. Their 
produce is anticipated to be 
readily available, particu-
larly along highways, start-
ing in July.

The hills and plateaus 
in the taluka have turned 
green with the arrival of 
monsoon, farmers are opti-
mistic that it will further aid 

the growth of their crops.
In Curti, farmers are cul-

tivating vegetables such as 
cucumber, lady finger, Gosa-
li, and Tambdi bhaji. These 
monsoon vegetables are ex-
pected to reach the market 
in July and August, contin-
uing till Ganesh Chaturthi, 
a period when cucumbers 
and other vegetables pro-
vide a substantial income 
for them.

Sudhakar Gaude men-
tioned that he and his three 
brothers have been culti-
vating vegetables on the 

hills for a long time, utilis-
ing traditional techniques 
passed down through gen-
erations. While they are 
not legal owners or tenants, 
they have been engaged 
in this practice for several 
years. Sudhakar also noted 
that he had filed a tenan-
cy application around 30 
years ago, but a decision is 
still pending. The farmers 
emphasised that growing 
vegetables on the hills re-
quires specific knowledge 
acquired from their an-
cestors. While the current 

generation continues this 
tradition, they hope for gov-
ernment encouragement 
and support to ensure its 
continuation in the modern 
era for future generations.

The farmers urged the 
government to introduce 
financial schemes, empha-
sising the lack of subsidies 
or compensation for crop 
damage. They highlighted 
significant losses incurred 
last year due to heavy rains. 
They believe that providing 
such support would help 
preserve this traditional 

practice, protect the hills, 
and support the farming 
community.

Prabhakar Gaude stated 
that cultivating monsoon 
vegetables is a traditional 
occupation inherited from 
their forefathers. He point-
ed out that when they bring 
their produce to sell in July 
and August, customers of-
ten heavily negotiate prices.

He hoped consumers will 
consider the hard work in-
volved. 

Local farmers depend 
on this traditional activity 
for their livelihood, invest-
ing considerable effort in 
preparations two months 
in advance, including in-
stalling wooden fences, till-
ing the land, and protecting 
their crops from wild ani-
mals throughout the sea-
son. Some even hire water 
tankers for pre-monsoon 
preparations.

MONSOON BRINGS HOPE FOR PONDA’S 
TRADITIONAL VEGETABLE FARMERS

Farmers in hilly areas prepare for July-August harvest; seek government support, 
subsidies, compensation for crop damage and recognition
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MARGAO: Residents of Sal-
cete, especially senior citi-
zens, are alarmed over the 
reoccurring chain snatching 
incidents across the taluka.

Two days ago in Davorlim, 
a woman was targeted in 
broad daylight; her man-
galsutra was stolen by a 
scooter rider wearing a 
raincoat. Maina Curtorim 
police have registered a case 
under BNS 2023, and an in-
vestigation is underway.

According to police, the 
incident took place around 
8.30 am near the Shri-
pad Shri Vallabh Temple, 
Mugalli, Davorlim. Vaishna-
vi Manerikar, 40, reported 
that an unknown male on a 
two-wheeler snatched her 
gold mangalsutra, valued at 
Rs 1.39 lakh, while she was 

on her morning walk.
Police stated the accused, 

riding alone with a helmet, 
approached from behind, 
snatched the mangalsutra, 
and quickly fled. The area 
was deserted, and despite the 
victim's cries for help, the rid-
er escaped. Maina Curtorim 
PSI Gaurav Naik and his team 
inspected the site.

Such incidents have now 
resurfaced with Suresh 
Naik from Davorlim stat-
ing that a chain-snatching 
gang operates in Salcete. 
He urged the police to in-
crease patrols in isolated 
areas, particularly during 
morning walks and church 
services. He noted that 
non-functional streetlights 
in parts of Davorlim con-
tribute to these incidents, 
which target senior citi-
zens and women during 

early hours.
Past incidents include the 

snatching of a gold chain 
worth Rs 90,000 from In-
acina Francisco Fernandes 
in Avedem, and man-
galsutras stolen from two 
senior citizens in Davorlim 
and Aquem-Margao.

In Davorlim, two individ-
uals robbed a 63-year-old 
woman of her mangalsutra 
worth Rs 1.90 lakh. In 
Aquem-Margao, a motorcycle 
rider stole a woman’s man-
galsutra and other gold orna-
ments valued at Rs one lakh.

Speaking on the condi-
tion of anonymity, a police 
inspector stated that they 
are investigating potential 
links between these cas-
es due to similar methods 
used. Several suspects have 
been questioned, and the 
investigations are on.

Chain-snatching incidents spark 
fear among Salcete residents

Duo get conditional bail in 
kidnapping, gang rape case

tim or any witnesses.
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MARGAO: The traffic signal 
at the four roads junction 
at Gogol in Fatorda Police 
Station jurisdiction, which 
has been out of service for 
the past 10 days, is causing 
inconvenience and safety 
concerns for commuters 
and pedestrians alike.

According to a local taxi 
driver, the signal has been 
non-functional for over a 
week, and there has been 
no police presence to man-
age the traffic flow in its 
absence. When contacted, 
PI Filomena Costa of Fa-
torda Traffic Cell acknowl-
edged the problem and the 
resulting inconvenience to 
vehicle owners. 

PI Costa stated that upon 
assuming charge, they had 
already informed the rele-
vant authorities about the 
situation and that assur-
ances have been given to 
repair the signal as quickly 
as possible.

Adding to these con-
cerns, Suresh Naik, an em-
ployee at a private bank in 
the area, emphasised that 
this junction is one of the 

busiest in Fatorda with 
constant traffic. The lack of 
a working signal is making 
it extremely difficult and 
hazardous for both vehicles 
and pedestrians to navigate 
the intersection, especially 
during peak hours. 

Naik pointed out that the 
non-functional signal inevi-
tably leads to traffic conges-
tion, disrupting the normal 
traffic flow and causing 
confusion. He believed that 
while manual traffic control 
by the police is a necessity 
in such situations, it is less 
efficient and can contribute 
to further delays.

Ramesh Prabhu, resident 
highlighted the difficulties 
faced by students from 
nearby schools and colleges, 
as well as office-goers, who 
regularly cross this busy 
road during peak hours. 

He noted the chaotic 
flow of vehicles from all 
directions, forcing pedes-
trians to wait for extended 
periods to cross safely. 

Prabhu stressed that a 
functioning traffic signal 
is the only effective way to 
manage traffic at this cru-
cial junction.

Furthermore, a shop 
owner in the vicinity re-
ported that minor accidents 
have become a common 
occurrence since the traffic 
signal stopped working. 

He claims to have wit-
nessed at least seven minor 
accidents in the past 10 
days, primarily involving 
riders rushing from op-
posing directions and es-
caping with minor injuries. 
The absence of both traffic 
lights and speed breakers 
at the junction has created a 
dangerous situation where 
vehicles from all four direc-
tions are colliding.

The residents recall a 
time when police person-
nel were stationed at the 
junction to control traffic, 
and during that period, 
accidents were reportedly 
avoided. 

Non-functional traffic signal at Gogol 
junction sparks chaos and safety concerns

Over 6 months after the electricity department dug up roads in Siolim–Sodiem for 
underground cabling, the damaged stretches were left unrepaired — riddled with potholes, 
debris, and abandoned “work in progress” signs. After the issue was flagged by a reader in 
Citizen Herald last Sunday, workers finally turned up mid-week, but their quick fix made 
matters worse. Loose mud from the roadsides was dumped into the holes as a patch-up, 
only to be washed away by rains, creating a slippery, hazardous mess that’s already led to 
skids and falls. Is this what passes for road restoration?

On several occasions, 
the roads from 
Chorao to Bicholim 

have been found engulfed 
in darkness. Though nu-
merous streetlights line 
this route, it appears they 

are either left switched off 
or are non-functional.

This lack of lighting, com-
bined with the frequent 
presence of stray cattle on 
the roads, poses a major 
threat to motorists. These 

animals become virtually 
invisible at night, especial-
ly during the monsoon, in-
creasing the risk of serious 
accidents or even fatalities.

This issue has been re-
peatedly reported to the 
authorities, yet stray cat-
tle continue to roam free-

ly, particularly during the 
rainy season. These roads 
are a crucial link for daily 
commuters from Bicholim, 
Valpoi, and Sanquelim 
heading to Panjim via ferry.

Urgent intervention is 
needed before tragedy 
strikes.

It is observed that an old 
electric pole along the FL 
Gomes road outside the 

Vasco fish and fruit market 
is dangerously tilted to one 
side.

The pole does not seem 
to have a concrete base at 
the bottom and appears to 
be buried in the soil along 
the road-divider. Due to 
softening of the mud due 
to heavy rains and strong 
winds during the monsoon, 
there is every possibility 
of the electric pole coming 
crushing down alongwith 
the live wires. This can prove 
dangerous for the general 
public as the market is al-
ways crowded with shoppers 
and there is heavy traffic on 
this stretch of the road. The 
authorities concerned need 
to look into the matter and 
take necessary corrective 
measures before any unto-
ward incident takes place.
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Massive potholes 
stretching from 
Vadakade in Por-

vorim to the Guirim-bound 
road have turned daily com-
muting into a dangerous 
ordeal. While visible in dry 
weather, these craters be-
come invisible traps once 

the rains arrive, posing a 
serious risk—especially to 
two-wheeler riders. At night, 
the situation worsens, as 
rainwater fills the potholes, 
making navigation nearly 
impossible and increasing 
the chances of accidents.

Injuries from bikers falling 
into these waterlogged pits 
are becoming all too com-
mon, and the potential for a 
fatal accident looms large.

This situation reflects gross 

negligence by the Public 
Works Department (PWD) 
and the local panchayat. De-
spite the potholes being lo-
cated on a National Highway, 
authorities have failed to take 
action. The lack of urgency in 
addressing such a glaring safe-
ty issue has left residents both 

angry and fearful.
“Why should tax-paying 

citizens suffer because of 
poor planning and zero ac-
countability?” questioned a 
resident. Substandard ma-
terials, shoddy workman-
ship and a complete lack 
of monitoring continue to 

plague infrastructure pro-
jects in the State. And when 
roads fail with the first signs 
of monsoon, blame is con-
veniently shifted to the rain.

Authorities often promise 
to blacklist errant contrac-
tors, yet many resurface un-
der new names or through 

relatives to bag fresh con-
tracts—leaving the public to 
deal with the consequences.

The residents of Porvorim 
are demanding immediate 
action and answers. The time 
for excuses is over—what’s 
needed now is accountabili-
ty and safe roads.

Gaping potholes in Porvorim endanger 
motorists, expose official apathy

Broken slab over nullah a death 
trap in Sangolda

Stray cattle turning into 
a nuisance at Marna

I’m a senior citizen with 
serious health issues 
and virtually being kept 

under house arrest by a 
herd of cows that squat 
outside my house every 
day and sometimes even in 
the night. 

Every time I try to shoo 
them way, the bulls keep 
charging back forcing me 
to retreat indoors. By the 
time the bovines leave, 
there is a huge pile of cow 
dung at the gate which I’m 
forced to clean despite my 
ailing health.

During the night, the bo-
vine rest all over the road 
and refuse to budge despite 
the vehicles honking and 
disturbing the entire neigh-

bourhood. At times, the poor 
animals are even knocked 
down by reckless drivers. 
Two wheeler riders too have 
often suffered serious inju-
ries after bumping off into 
stray cattle.

Infact there are hundreds 
of stray cattle that loiter the 
streets everyday creating 
a nuisance, the panchayat 
seems to be least bothered 
about relocating these bo-
vines to animal shelters. 
There are directives issued 
by the Directorate of Animal 
Husbandry and Veterinary 
Services regarding the reloca-
tion of stray cows to gaushalas 
and one fails to understand as 
to why the village panchayat 
of Marna Siolim is dragging its 
feet on the matter?

Time the animals are 
sent to the animal shelter 
–faster the better.   

The Goa Electricity 
Department (GED) 
has carried out un-

derground cabling work 
across Siolim–Sodiem by 
digging up village roads, 
but has failed miserably 
when it comes to repairing 
the damage caused.

Almost every corner of 
the village now bears the 
scars of this work, with 
dug-up roads and “Work 
in Progress” boards still in 
place—despite the project 
having started way back 
in November. Months later, 
the roads remain in a dan-
gerous state, riddled with 
potholes and loose gravel.

Every time it rains, 
two-wheeler riders are 
seen skidding or falling into 
potholes, putting their lives 
at serious risk. The roads 
here are already narrow, 
and this added mess has 
made commuting a night-
mare.

The panchayat too has 
been a silent spectator. Al-

though a resolution was 
passed at the gram sabha 
to issue notices to the viola-
tors, no concrete action has 
followed. Why the delay? 
Must we wait for a tragedy 
to spur the authorities into 
action?

The GED must be held 
accountable for this 
mess. Taxpayers have 

every right to expect 
safe, motorable roads 
in return for their hard-
earned money. Public 
safety cannot be com-
promised due to official 
negligence and inaction. 
Immediate repairs and 
strict penalties for such 
dereliction of duty are 
long overdue.

CITIZEN
DIANA GUDINHO 

Porvorim

CITIZEN
SABINA DE SOUSA

Sodiem-Siolim

Electricity dept must be held accountable 
for damaged roads in Sodiem

Electric pole at Vasco 
market precariously tilted

Uncollected garbage, 
last-minute desilting 
of gutters, and the 

careless dumping of sludge 
and muck by the roadside 
have transformed Mapusa 
into a living nightmare—for 
residents, market vendors, 
consumers, tourists, and 
anyone passing through.

Heaps of waste lie rotting 
in almost every nook and 
corner, creating a nauseat-
ing sight and an unbearable 
stench. Sadly, public apathy 
only adds to the problem, 

with people continuing to 
dump garbage indiscrim-
inately. Civic workers fail 
to clean up, while the city’s 
elected representatives 
choose to look the other 
way.

The result? Swarms of 
flies thrive on the filth, 
carrying bacteria far and 
wide. Crows and stray dogs 
feed freely on the garbage, 
spreading it even further 
across the town.

What’s worse, the mu-
nicipality has chosen the 
peak of the monsoon to 
start repairing gutters. 

In the process, the sludge 
removed is left unattend-
ed by the roadside. In the 
Industrial Estate, for in-
stance, every time it rains, 
the muddy mess flows 
onto the roads, causing 
two-wheeler riders to skid 
and fall.

Frankly, Mapusa Munic-
ipality deserves a spot in 
the Guinness Book of Re-

cords—for being the dirti-
est town in Goa, thanks to 
its shocking indifference to 
public suffering.

One can’t help but ask: Is 
the civic body waiting for 
October 2—the symbolic 
“Cleanliness Day”—to start 
caring? Or will Mapusa con-
tinue to wallow in filth until 
someone takes responsibil-
ity?

Mapusa turning into  
a living hell

CITIZEN
ANDREA PEREIRA

Pilerne

A dangerously damaged slab cover-
ing a nullah in the middle of the 
road at Livrament Vaddo, Sangol-

da, has become a ticking time bomb—es-
pecially for pedestrians and two-wheeler 
riders.
Shockingly, this very stretch of road was 
recently repaired at the taxpayer’s ex-
pense. Yet, within barely two months, it 
has begun to crumble, exposing a gap-
ing pothole capable of swallowing a bike 
whole. The broken slab and the sur-
rounding road have turned into a hazard, 
and despite its prime location, the au-
thorities appear blind to the danger.

With the 
main Porvorim 
road in disre-
pair, many mo-

torists take this Sangolda shortcut to reach 
Mapusa—only to be met with treacherous 
road conditions. It’s ironic that while the 
government collects a hefty share from 
every citizen in the form of various taxes, 
it fails to provide even the most basic infra-
structure in return.
One can’t help but question why sub-
standard slabs are being placed in the 
middle of roads, putting public safety at 

risk. Who will take responsibility for this 
gross negligence? Is there no accounta-
bility for contractors who endanger lives 
with shoddy work?
The panchayat must act—immediately. A 
police complaint should be filed against 
the contractor responsible. If this issue is 
not rectified without delay, it may lead to 
a fatal accident. It's time the slab is prop-
erly replaced before it claims a life.

CITIZEN
SANDRA FERNANDES

Sangolda

CITIZEN
ADELMO FERNANDES

Vasco

CITIZEN
THERESA FERNANDES 

Marna-Siolim

Recently, I visited Kris-
hi Bazar and Goa Ba-
gayatdar in Mapusa 

to inquire about the avail-
ability of Jaya paddy seeds 
and was dismayed to learn 
that while stocks had run 
out at the former, the latter 
was selling only Jyoti.

The staff informed me 
that a single load of Jaya had 
arrived earlier but was al-
ready sold out. Worse still, 
they said no further stocks 
would be procured at any of 
their outlets across Goa. This 
has left farmers like me in a 
lurch, especially since Jaya is 
known to survive in water-
logged conditions—unlike 
Jyoti—and offers significant-
ly higher yields, making it a 
lifeline for farming families.

Last year, during the 
heavy rains, Jaya withstood 
waterlogging, while Jyoti 
completely failed. It’s trag-
ic that despite such clear 
evidence, Jaya seeds are 
not being made available 
to farmers when they need 
them most.

We continue to hold 
farmers’ camps in 
panchayats, serve batata-
wadas and chai, and deliver 
lofty speeches, yet we fail 
to meet the farmers' actual 
needs. The Zonal Agricul-
ture Officers (ZAOs) in the 
State must be proactive 
and reach out to cultivators 
instead of waiting for com-
plaints. To date, not a single 
high-yielding variety has 
been distributed in time.

One wonders if the Ag-
riculture Department is 
genuinely interested in sup-
porting farmers. Jaya takes 
around 140 days to mature, 
and the sowing window is 
closing fast. If the seeds are 
not supplied immediately, 
many farmers will be forced 
to abandon their fields, lead-
ing to yet another wasted ag-
ricultural season.

The time to act is now—
before it's too late.

CITIZEN
PEDRO SOUSA

Sangolda

Stray cattle pose threat to 
Chorao residents at night  

CITIZEN
SHARAL ALMEIDA

Bicholim

The Linemen of the 
Electricity Branch Of-
fice at Cansaulim are 

providing yeomen service 
24 X 7 to the residents of 
Cansaulim-Arossim-Cuelim 
by  promptly attending to 
complaints of power failure 
due to tree branches falling 
on power lines, voltage drop 
or fluctuation, etc. 

Unfortunately, this office 
has been provided with 
an antique BSNL landline 
telephone, which is invari-
ably out of order. Repeated 

attempts during the last 
several months to contact 
the linesmen for recording 

such complaints yields the 
usual tri-lingual computer 
recorded response stating 
that “This telephone is tem-
porarily out of service”. It 
appears that this telephone 
is permanently dead or out 
of service and needs to be 
buried since it probably 

cannot be repaired or re-
placed.

Considering that India 
has made rapid strides in 
the digital revolution, it 
would be in the fitness of 
things that the Cansaulim 
Electricity office is provid-
ed with a proper functional 
mobile phone for exclusive 
use in receiving electricity 
complaints so that the elec-
tricity users do not face any 
problems or get frustrated 
in registering their com-
plaints.

Telephone in Cansaulim 
electricity office out of order

CITIZEN
ROSARIO S. FERNANDES 

Arossim

Going to the fruit / vege-
table market in SGPDA is 
an exercise fraught with 

danger. Besides slippery paths, 
broken pavers and uncovered 
drains there is nauseous per-
manent stink (especially dur-
ing the monsoons) proximal 
to the market. Discarded wet /
dry waste and stagnant water 
makes the place a public health 
hazard. The Sonsoddo like en-
virons serve as a fertile breed-

ing ground for mosquitoes, 
rodents and vermin. Is this 
the “Swachh Bharat”, “Swa-
chh Goa” our PM and CM keep 

hollering about? The market 
building itself is a leaky, dirty 
mess; I request the CM and HM 
to look into the matter person-
ally.

SGPDA market, another Sonsoddo

CITIZEN
VINAY DWIVEDI 

Benaulim

Government must 
immediately provide 
Jaya seeds to farmers

The stretch of road in 
Saligao—from the 
cross-road circle near 

the Government Primary 
School up to Peggy's Cor-
ner and further towards 
the Seminary and Pilerne 
Industrial Estate—remains 
in a state of utter disrepair.

Residents recall that the 
MLA had promised tempo-
rary restoration of the road 

(not via hotmix, due to the 
monsoon) using tar, con-
crete, and cement. The road, 

which was dug up multi-
ple times for underground 
electricity cables and water 
pipelines, remains a hazard, 
especially in the rains.

Unfortunately, not only 
has the road not been fully 
restored, but the ongoing 
so-called “concretisation” 
work—being done during 

heavy rains and without 
halting traffic—is progress-
ing at a snail's pace.

To make matters worse, 
heavy garbage trucks and 
construction vehicles 
linked to upcoming me-
ga-projects are being al-
lowed to pass over freshly 
laid cement, particularly at 
night, further damaging the 
already weak stretch.

Shoddy road repairs in Saligao leave locals fuming

CITIZEN
JERRY FERNANDES 

Saligao

Team Herald

MARGAO: The death of 
the 16-year-old student 
from Karnataka, who died 
by suicide at her Colva 
residence, is shrouded in 
mystery. The incident in-
volved a student of Class X, 
and despite the police re-
cording over seven state-
ments from parents and 
school friends, the motive 
remains unclear.

The student’s parents 
are vegetable vendors in 
the Colva area, and she 

has siblings including an 
elder brother also in Class 
X and younger sisters in 
local schools. Colva police 
have recorded statements 
from the parents and the 
deceased’s school friends. 
A thorough search of the 
residence was conducted, 
but no suicide note was 
discovered.

According to the Colva 
police, their team visited 
the site upon receiving 
information and initiated 
an inquiry. Further inves-
tigation revealed that the 

deceased and her younger 
sister were alone at home, 
and the incident occurred 
while the younger sister 
was asleep. Following 
this, a panchanama was 
conducted, and the body 
has been preserved at the 
South Goa District Hos-
pital (SGDH), Margao, for 
medico-legal procedures. 

The post-mortem exam-
ination has been complet-
ed, and a detailed report is 
awaited. Colva PSI Nikhil 
Khajnekar is leading the 
investigation.

Mystery shrouds death of 
16-yr-old student in Colva
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