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AP, LONDON:  British law-
makers are preparing to 
debate proposals to de-
criminalise abortion amid 
concerns that police are 
using antiquated laws to 
prosecute women who end 
their own pregnancies.  
The House of Commons 
on Tuesday is scheduled to 

consider two amendments 
to a broader crime bill that 
would bar the prosecution 
of women who take steps 
to end their pregnancies at 
any stage. Tonia Antonia-
zzi, the Labour member of 
Parliament who introduced 
one of the amendments, 
said change is needed be-

cause police have investi-
gated more than 100 wom-
en for suspected illegal 
abortions over the past five 
years, including some who 
suffered natural miscar-
riages and stillbirths.

“This is just wrong,” 
she said ahead of the 
debate. “It's a waste of 

British lawmakers mull decriminalising 
abortion in the midst of rising prosecutions 

taxpayers' money, it's a 
waste of the judiciary's 
time, and it's not in the 
public interest.”

Doctors can legally carry 
out abortions in England, 
Scotland and Wales up to 
24 weeks, and beyond that 
under special circumstanc-
es, such as when the life 
of the mother is in danger. 
Abortion in Northern Ire-
land was decriminalized in 
2019.

Changes in the law im-
plemented during the 
COVID-19 pandemic allow 
women to receive abortion 
pills through the mail and 
terminate their own preg-
nancies at home within the 

first 10 weeks.
That has led to a hand-

ful of widely publicized 
cases in which women 
were prosecuted for ille-
gally obtaining abortion 
pills and using them to 
end their own pregnan-
cies after 24 weeks or 
more.

A second amendment 
would go even further than 
Antoniazzi's proposal, bar-
ring the prosecution of 
medical professionals and 
others who help women 
abort their fetuses.

Anti-abortion groups 
oppose both measures, ar-
guing that they will open 
the door to abortion on 

demand at any stage of 
pregnancy.

“Unborn babies will 
have any remaining pro-
tection stripped away, 
and women will be left 
at the mercy of abusers,” 
said Alithea Williams, 
public policy manager 
for the Society for the 
Protection of Unborn 
Children, which de-
scribes itself as the UK's 
biggest pro-life cam-
paign group.

AP, WASHINGTON:  Twen-
ty-five years after Tom 
Cruise received his first 
Oscar nomination, he's fi-
nally getting a trophy. It's 
not for his death-defying 
stunts, either. At least, not 
exclusively.  Cruise, cho-
reographer Debbie Allen 
and “Do The Right Thing” 
production designer Wynn 
Thomas have all been se-
lected to receive honorary 
Oscar statuettes at the an-
nual Governors Awards, 
the film academy said 
Tuesday.  Dolly Parton will 
also be recognised with 
the Jean Hersholt Human-
itarian Award for her dec-
ades-long charitable work 
in literacy and education.

“This year's Governors 
Awards will celebrate 
four legendary individu-

Tom Cruise, Dolly 
Parton among honorees 

for upcoming Oscars
als whose extraordinary 
careers and commitment 
to our filmmaking com-
munity continue to leave 
a lasting impact,” Academy 
President Janet Yang said 
in a statement.

Most recipients of the 
prize historically have not 
yet won a competitive Os-
car themselves. Cruise, 62, 
has been nominated four 
times, twice for best actor 
in “Born on the Fourth of 
July” and “Jerry Maguire,” 
once for supporting actor 
in “Magnolia” and once for 
best picture with “Top Gun: 
Maverick.” He's also cham-
pioned theatrical movie-
going and big-scale Holly-
wood production through 
the coronavirus pandemic.

Yang spotlighted 
Cruise's “incredible com-
mitment to our filmmak-
ing community, to the the-
atrical experience, and to 
the stunts community.”

Allen, 75, has never 
been nominated for an Os-
car. But the multi-hyphen-
ate entertainer - she also 
acts and produces - has 
played an integral role in 
the Oscars show, having 
choreographed seven cer-
emonies over the years. 

EU countries back recycled 
plastic targets for cars

AP, BRUSSELS: EU countries Tuesday backed plans to set 
mandatory targets for recycled plastic content in new ve-
hicles in a bid to reduce waste and promote the so-called 
"circular economy". Environmental ministers from the 
bloc's 27 nations approved a proposal by the EU.


