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SEARCHING FOR ‘WEALTH’ IN WASTE?

A ragpicker forages for plastic waste amidst the pile of mixed garbage strewn all over at Mapusa, which remains uncollected 
on a regular basis

HERALDPIC
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MARGAO: The Goa State 
Pollution Control Board 
(GSPCB) has initiated the 
process to dispose of ap-
proximately 50,000 tonnes 
of toxic waste left behind by 
Sunrise Zinc Limited at the 
Cuncolim Industrial Estate 
since 2007 with prelimi-
nary estimates suggesting 
that the disposal operation 
could cost the state excheq-
uer around Rs 15 crore.

This action follows a com-
prehensive study by the Na-
tional Environmental Engi-
neering Research Institute 
(NEERI), which has confirmed 
the severe contamination of 
the site and its impact on near-
by water bodies. 

NEERI’s detailed study 
revealed alarming levels 
of contamination, with 95 
percent of the samples ex-
ceeding safe limits for haz-
ardous materials. The pres-
ence of dangerous heavy 
metals such as lead, manga-

nese, beryllium, chromium, 
copper, nickel, cadmium, 
and zinc highlights the se-
vere environmental degra-
dation over the past nearly 
two decades.

GSPCB member secre-
tary Sanjeev Joglekar has 
requested the Director of 
the Department of Science, 
Technology and Waste Man-
agement to take the nec-
essary steps for the reme-
diation and disposal of the 
waste through the Goa Waste 
Management Corporation 
(GWMC). This move aligns 
with Chief Minister Pramod 
Sawant’s budget proposal 
for 2025-2026, which in-
cludes allocating funds for 
transferring the waste to the 
Common Hazardous Waste 
Treatment Storage and Dis-
posal Facility (CHWTSDF) at 
Pissurlem Industrial Estate.

NEERI’s findings are par-
ticularly concerning regard-
ing specific metal concen-
trations. Lead leachability 
was found to be 14 times 

the permissible limit, man-
ganese nearly five times, and 
chromium over five times. 
Beryllium levels were also 
significantly elevated.

Out of the 45 samples an-
alysed, 39 were classified 

as hazardous waste accord-
ing to the Hazardous and 
Other Wastes Management 
and Transboundary Rules, 
2016. Notably, all 27 depth 
samples exceeded contam-
ination limits, indicating 

widespread contamination 
throughout the site.

The estimated cost for dis-
posal, based on a proposal 
from Ponda Envocare Limit-
ed, is approximately Rs 14.98 
crore, including transporta-
tion, GST, and escrow charges.

The toxic waste originat-
ed from Sunrise Zinc Lim-
ited’s operations, which 
ceased in 2007. Despite the 
High Court’s directives and 
subsequent financial diffi-
culties of the company, the 
hazardous waste remained 
on-site, eventually becom-
ing an orphaned liability.

NEERI’s assessment pro-
posed two solutions: es-
tablishing a new secured 
landfill within Cuncolim 
or transporting the waste 
to the existing facility in 
Pissurlem. The latter is 
the preferred option, as it 
transfers long-term liability 
and allows for the restora-
tion of the original site.

The GSPCB is current-
ly seeking funding from 

the Department of Science 
and Technology due to its 
limited financial resourc-
es, following unsuccessful 
attempts to secure Central 
Government assistance.

Recent delays in seasonal 
covering operations have 
further highlighted the ur-
gency of the situation, with 
local residents threatening 
action if disposal is not in-
itiated promptly.

The NEERI report under-
scores the risks associated 
with the unscientific stor-
age of the waste for over 15 
years, emphasising the po-
tential for pollutant migra-
tion and the failure of succes-
sive governments to address 
this environmental hazard.

Local experts believe that 
transporting the waste to 
Pissurlem offers the most 
viable long-term solution, al-
beit with a significant finan-
cial commitment that under-
scores the consequences of 
inadequate waste manage-
ment and delayed action.
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MARGAO: A fish farming 
project proposed in the 
agricultural fields at Cur-
torim has drawn strong 
opposition from villagers, 
especially farmers, who 
fear that it would disrupt 
the traditional agricultural 
practices and damage the 
fertile fields that define the 
village, as the “greenery of 
Salcete”.

The issue was discussed 
at length during a meet-
ing held on Monday at the 
Curtorim Panchayat office, 
attended by Curtorim MLA 
Aleixo Reginaldo Louren-
co, former Zilla Panchayat 
member Moreno Rebelo, 
local leaders, and several 
citizens, besides farmers.

The project, proposed by 
a private party, aims to con-

struct a pond for fish farm-
ing in the Sirgem Add area. 

The Sirgem Add and Ang-
ddi Tollem Tenants Associa-
tion, led by Chairman Peter 
Dias, were among the first to 
raise their objections.

According to Dias, the pro-
posal involves digging up the 
field to create a fish pond and 
using the excavated mud to 
construct a bund around it.

He cautioned that allow-

ing this could set a danger-
ous precedent, prompting 
other farmers in Curtorim 
Add, Ralloi Add, and neigh-
bouring areas to convert 
their fields into fish ponds.

Expressing serious 
concerns over the envi-
ronmental and economic 
impact of the project, Dias 
said, “The fields in Sirgem 
Add are cultivated twice a 
year. Many families depend 
on the seasonal crops for 
their livelihood. Introduc-
ing fish farming could lead 
to pollution and long-term 
damage to surrounding 
fields.”

He said that chemicals, 
fish excrement, fishmeal, 
fish oil, and leftover feed 
used in aquaculture could 
contaminate adjacent 
fields, making them unsuit-
able for agriculture.

Farmers and residents 
criticised the panchayat body 
for entertaining the proposal. 
They asserted the importance 
of preserving Curtorim’s agri-
cultural heritage.

The Panchayat decided 
to support the villagers and 
assured that no permission 
would be granted for the 
proposed fish farming pro-
ject, bringing relief to the 
farming community.

CLEARING CUNCOLIM’S TOXIC WASTE 
COULD COST STATE RS 15 CRORE

Pollution Control Board begins process to remove 50,000 tonnes of hazardous 
waste left behind by Sunrise Zinc Limited at the industrial estate since 2007; National 

Environmental Engineering Research Institute confirms severe contamination 

 Based on a proposal from Ponda Envocare Limited, the 
estimated cost for disposal is approximately Rs 14.98 cr, 
including transportation, GST, and escrow charges

PROPOSED SOLUTIONS 
 Establishing a new secured landfill within Cuncolim or 

transporting the waste to the existing facility in Pissurlem 
 The latter is the preferred option, as it transfers long-

term liability and allows for the restoration of the  
original site

ESTIMATED COST FOR DISPOSAL

Curtorkars 
oppose fish 

farming project
Fear project will disrupt agri 

practices & damage fields

 The project, proposed by a private party, aims to con-
struct a pond for fish farming in Sirgem Add 

 The locals said the proposal involves digging up the 
field to create a fish pond and using the excavated mud 
to construct a bund around it

 Cautioned that this could set a dangerous precedent, 
prompting other farmers in Curtorim Add, Ralloi Add, and 
neighbouring areas to convert their fields into fish ponds

 Raised concerns over the project’s environmental and 
economic impact 

 Chemicals, fish excrement, fishmeal, fish oil, and 
leftover feed used in aquaculture could contaminate 
adjacent fields

ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS 

The fields in Sirgem Add are cultivated twice a 
year. Many families depend on the seasonal  

crops for their livelihood. Introducing fish farming 
could lead to pollution and long-term damage to 
surrounding fields
Peter Dias, Chairman of Sirgem Add and Angddi Tollem 
Tenants Association

‘Decaying’ Lohia Maidan an insult to 
Goa’s freedom movement: Citizens
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MARGAO: A group of citi-
zens from Margao has de-
scribed the deteriorating 
condition of the recently 
“renovated” historic Lohia 
Maidan as a disgrace and 
insult to Goa’s freedom 
movement.

Speaking to the media 
during a site inspection, 
Prabhav Naik highlighted 
the deterioration of the 
historic space, despite a 
reported Rs 3 crore being 
spent on its refurbishment.

“It is shocking to witness 
the dilapidated condition 
of Lohia Maidan. The back-
ground wall of the stage is 
already infected with fungus, 
there are visible cracks in the 
plaster, and paint is peeling 
— all signs of poor-quality 
materials and lack of mainte-
nance,” Naik said.

The iconic stage, once the 
heart of cultural and polit-
ical activity in Goa, has not 
only been reduced in size 
but now sits amid filth, de-
cay, and unsafe infrastruc-
ture. “This is not just neg-
ligence — it’s a betrayal of 
the legacy of Dr Ram Mano-
har Lohia, Dr Juliao Menez-
es, and all who fought for 
Goa’s freedom,” he added.

Naik exposed the appall-
ing conditions of the back-
stage area, which includes 
broken toilets, damaged 
wash basins, non-function-
al taps, broken locks, and 
an open urinal, calling it a 

public health hazard.
Adding to the embarrass-

ment, wild weeds, litter, and 
plastic waste have over-
taken parts of the Maidan. 
Several granite and marble 
tiles are broken, missing, or 
dangerously loose, posing 
safety risks to visitors.

Naik also questioned 
the accountability of the 
Margao Municipal Council 
(MMC), which continues to 

collect booking fees from 
citizens for using Lohia 
Maidan. “You cannot col-
lect public money and ig-
nore public responsibility. 
Cleanliness, maintenance, 
and safety are basic civic 
duties,” he said.

He appealed to Chief 
Minister Pramod Sawant 
with the following de-
mands: Immediate clean-
ing and sanitisation of the 

entire maidan, urgent re-
pairs of all damaged infra-
structure, including toilets, 
green rooms, broken tiles, 
and stage walls, restoration 
of the original stage size, 
and completion of all reno-
vation work by Goa Libera-
tion Day (December 19).

Naik called for transpar-
ency regarding the Rs 3 
crore spent on renovation 
and called for a permanent 
maintenance plan to pre-
vent further degradation of 
the heritage site.

“The people of Margao 
and Goa will no longer tol-
erate the continued neglect 
of a space that symbolises 
our freedom struggle. We 
demand respect for our his-
tory and responsible govern-
ance,” said Prabhav Naik.

Call for transparency regarding the Rs 3 crore spent on 
renovation; demand permanent maintenance plan

 Immediate 
cleaning and sa-
nitisation of Lohia 
Maidan

 Urgent repairs of 
all damaged infra-
structure, includ-
ing toilets, green 
rooms, broken tiles, 
and stage walls

 Restoration of 
the original stage 
size

 Completion of 
all renovation work 
by Liberation Day 
(December 19)

WHAT CITIZENS DEMAND 

It is shocking to witness the dilapidated condition 
of Lohia Maidan. The background wall of the stage 

is already infected with fungus, there are visible cracks 
in the plaster, and paint is peeling — all signs of poor-
quality materials and lack of maintenance. This is not 
just negligence — it’s a betrayal of the legacy of Dr Ram 
Manohar Lohia, Dr Juliao Menezes, and all who fought 
for Goa’s freedom
Prabhav Naik, Margao resident
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MARGAO: Power fluctuations and 
unannounced outages, which have 
plagued Majorda for several months, 
have left the residents of Majorda 
frustrated as they claim that the unre-
liable electricity supply has disrupted 
daily life, impacted homes, business-
es, and students, and have now de-
manded a permanent solution from 
the authorities concerned.

“The power cuts have become a rou-
tine inconvenience. It’s affecting our 
work, studies, and daily chores. We 
deserve a stable power supply,” said Mi-
lagres Dias, a resident of Majorda.  For 
small business owners, the outages 
are causing serious financial strain. 

Francis Cruz, who owns a grocery 
shop, said, “We’ve lost money due to 
damaged equipment caused by volt-
age fluctuations. It’s not just incon-
venience—it’s becoming impossible 
to operate a business under these 
conditions.”

The students are also bearing the 
brunt. “There’s no predictability. On-
line classes and study sessions get 
interrupted constantly. It’s putting 
our education and future at risk,” said 
Savio Fernandes, a college student 
from the area.

Despite repeated complaints to the 
Electricity Department, the residents 
report no noticeable improvements. 
Many feel their complaints are being 
ignored, and that the response from 

officials has been slow and ineffective.
Rosario Fernandes, another resident, 

said, “It’s impossible to even sit at home 
during the day without electricity. Small 
businesses are suffering huge losses, es-
pecially during the summer.”

With no relief in sight, Majorda res-
idents have called for urgent and per-
manent solutions. They demand a reli-
able and uninterrupted power supply 
that supports basic living conditions, 
economic activity, and student needs.

As complaints grow louder across 
South Goa, affected communities are 
hoping for swift intervention by the 
authorities to upgrade power in-
frastructure and implement a more 
efficient and responsive electricity 
service.

Team Herald 

MARGAO: With the State’s 
‘Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam’ tree 
plantation campaign cur-
rently underway, the Bee-
keepers Society in Parra, 
Bardez, has urged author-
ities to focus on planting 
species that attract honey-
bees and butterflies. 

In a letter to Chief Min-
ister Pramod Sawant, the 
society appealed for the in-
clusion of fruit-bearing and 
timber-yielding trees that 
support bee colonies and 
improve honey output.

The society emphasised 
that expanding the presence 
of pollinator-friendly trees 
would have long-term bene-
fits for biodiversity, agricul-
ture, and livelihoods. “Trees 

that attract honeybees and 
butterflies lead to the multi-
plication of bee colonies and 
increased honey production,” 
the group stated. Honey pro-
duced from the flora of the 
Western Ghats, they noted, 
is especially valued for its 
fragrance, flavour and supe-
rior quality, often selling for 
Rs 1,500 to Rs 2,000 per kg. 
Beekeepers in Goa typically 
extract about 10 kg of honey 
per hive each season.

The society recommend-
ed that government de-
partments plant trees such 
as Mancurad and Mangilar 
mangoes, dwarf jackfruit, 
chikoo, and breadfruit. 
These should be accom-
panied by forest and fruit 
trees that flower from Au-
gust to May.

Beekeepers call for 
planting honeybee-

friendly trees 

Frustrated over power cuts, Majorda 
residents demand permanent solution
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MARGAO: A major agricul-
tural revival effort is under-
way in Sarzora, where near-
ly 65,000 square metres of 
land left uncultivated for 
over three decades is being 
brought back into use. Sow-
ing operations began on 
Sunday, supported by agri-
cultural service providers 
and with active participa-
tion from the local comuni-
dade and farmers.

Fr George Quadros, pop-
ularly known as the “Paddy 
Man of Goa”, said, “The ini-
tiative was farmer-driven, 
with the local comunidade 
playing a key role in uniting 
cultivators to reclaim their 
land. We’ve only offered 

technical support and guid-
ance. It is the farmers who 
are spearheading the re-
vival. Our goal is to enable 
them to work independent-
ly in the coming years.”.

The groundwork for sow-
ing was completed a few 
days earlier, and paddy seeds 
were planted across a large 
section of the area. Fr Quad-

ros said the team expects to 
complete sowing across all 
65,000 square metres with-
in the next couple of days. 
Mechanised equipment, in-
cluding tractors, was used 
to facilitate the large-scale 
effort to restore the long-ne-
glected fields.

Velim MLA Cruz Silva, Sar-
zora panchayat members, 

the ZAO, and farming repre-
sentatives from neighbour-
ing areas were present. The 
turnout, Fr Quadros noted, 
reflected a broader interest 
in community-led agricul-
tural restoration.

The initiative is part of a 
growing movement to re-
verse the trend of agricul-
tural land abandonment in 
parts of Goa. 

Fr Quadros and his team 
are focusing on empowering 
local farmers with the know-
how to use modern tools and 
techniques to resume culti-
vation.

The revival of Sarzora’s 
fallow fields is being viewed 
as a positive step towards 
reclaiming Goa’s traditional 
agrarian practices.

30 years on, revival of 65,000 sqm 
of fallow fields begins in Sarzora

A priest blesses the fields in the presence of Sarzora villagers 


