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Panjim mkt has no fire safety, shows inspection

7,000 daily shoppers are unaware of the hazard as CCP and Fire Dept
have missed annual inspection of firefighting infra for eight years

AJIT JOHN

ajit@herald-goa.com

PANJIM: A long-overdue
inspection of firefighting
equipment at the Panjim
municipal market has re-
vealed a complete break-
down of critical safety
systems, raising serious
concerns over public safety
in one of the city’s busiest
commercial hubs.

An estimated 7,000 peo-
ple visit the Panjim market
daily and the compromised
state of fire safety appara-
tus like fire pump, hydrants,
smoke extractors, and hoses
means that the thousands of
shoppers would be at God’s
mercy if a fire broke out at
the market.

However, Monday morn-

[

Fire Débartment ofﬁcials‘inspecting the infrastructure

© O Heraldo had high-
lighted the serious lapse in :
fire safety preparednessin :
a report on May 14, after
which inspection was an-
nounced

© The inspection had been :
postponed a number of
times over the past month :
before it finally happened
on Monday

© The water pump, vital
for firefighting, was found
to be non-functional. The
fire hydrants were out of
service, smoke extractors
in the basement were not

at th.e' Panjim market, on Monda?

A JOKE OF AN INSPECTION?

: working, and many rubber

hoses were either damaged or

: © The lack of coordination
i during the inspection was even
: more alarming. A CCP engineer

present at the start of the visit

: left midway due to other com-

mitments, and was replaced by

i a Town and Country Planning
i Department representative
: who admitted she was unfamil-

iar with the task

: © Amember of the inspec-
 tion team confirmed that

: the firefighting system was
: completely dead

ing’s inspection — jointly partment and the Corpo-
ration of the City of Panaji

conducted by the Fire De-

(CCP) — has confirmed that
the fire safety infrastruc-
ture at the market has not
been maintained or tested
for eight years.

The inspection came af-
ter O Heraldo had high-
lighted the serious lapse
in fire safety preparedness
in a report on May 14. The

inspection had
been postponed a
number of times
over the past month before
it finally happened on Mon-
day, when a three-member
Fire Department team ex-
amined the fire pump, hy-
drants, smoke extractors,
and hoses. Their findings

MAY 14, 2025

were alarming.

The water pump, vital
for firefighting, was found
to be non-functional. The
fire hydrants were out of
service, smoke extractors
in the basement were
not working, and many

EIGHT YEARS ON, PANJIM MARKET

RANTS STILL DEFUNCT

rubber hoses were ei-
ther damaged or missing
entirely.

“The system is complete-
ly dead,” said a member of
the inspection team, speak-
ing on condition of ano-
nymity. “It will need to be

fully repaired. I can-
not comment further; you'll
have to file an RTI to access
the report.”
Compounding the issue
was the lack of coordina-
tion during the inspection.
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Best wishes from:
WELL-WISHER

ANTONIO
FERNANDES

(TONY)

(Ex MLA of Santa Cruz Constituency)

i20 benefits up to

.55 000°

New feature-loaded trims now available in your favourite Hyundai cars.

VENUE benefits up to

-85 000"

EXTER benefits up to

60 000"

Grand i10 NIOS benefits up to

.70 000°

*Offer valid till 30" June, 2025. Hy - CNG Duo available in Hyundai EXTER and Grand i10 NIOS. Space bhi. Mileage bhi.
#Additional scrappage bonus available against valid certificate of deposit. “Additional benefits for CSD and KPKB customers.

; Hyundai
PR ClicktoBuy
i :

[= Scan here

3 Unlimited**

M Kilometer Warranty

UP TO

1 Road Side
ol Assistance(RSA)***

H Shield of Trust

Wl Service Packages~

Up to 7 years extended warranty”

Hy - CNG Duo .

@& HYUNDAI

For Information Contact: Toll Free: 1800114645 Porvorim: Alcon Hyundai, Ph: 7030938989 Margao: Alcon Hyundai, Ph: 7030938989 Verna: Goa Hyundai, Ph: 6699999, 9822131489 Tivim: Goa Hyundai, Ph: 8390965558 Ponda: Goa Hyundai, Ph: 2313375, 9822588861

m . .
H)Yundcli Hyundai Promise

*Terms & Conditions apply. For more details, visit your nearest Hyundai showroom. Benefits mentioned include cash, corporate, either exchange or scrappage benefits as applicable. Benefits mentioned may vary from city to city. *Scrappage bonus will be available against a valid
certificate of deposit (issued by government approved and operational scrappage center) and exchange of old car. In case the customer is giving certificate of deposit but not physically exchanging his old car and buying a new car - then only scrappage bonus of ¥ 5 000 will be
paid. Benefits may vary with variants. **3-year warranty or upto 100 000 km whichever is earlier for Grand 110 NIOS, AURA, i20 &i20 N Line. 3-year unlimited km warranty is applicable for EXTER, VENUE, VENUE N Line, CRETA, CRETA N Line, CRETA Electric, ALCAZAR, TUCSON,
VERNA and IONIQ 5. *Upto 7 Years extended warranty is available for Grand i10 NIOS, 20, i20 N Line, AURA, VERNA, EXTER, VENUE, VENUE N Line, CRETA, CRETA N Line, CRETA Electric, ALCAZAR & TUCSON in all variants (Petrol/Diesel/CNG) and subject to payment. ***3 years
Roadside Assistance (with taxi support & introduction of 10 year retail program). ~For detailed T&C of RSA, Shield of Trust & Super, kindly visit Hyundai India website. This advertisement and car shown here is for creative representation purposes only and the depictions are for
illustrative purposes. Features and specifications shown may vary or may not be a part of standard fitment and are subject to change without prior notice. Hyundai Motor India Limited reserves the right to change specifications, colour, equipment and schemes at any time without

or give a missed call

app Certified Pre-Owned Car at 9555295868 prior notice. The black shade on glasses are due to lighting effect. Size and colour may appear to vary due to lighting and position effect. Extended Warranty and Shield of Trust & Super are on payable basis. For more details on warranty, please refer owners' manual, “CSD: Canteen
Stores Department, KPKB: Kendriya Police Kalyan Bhandar. INNOCEAN-030/25



