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PTI, SHILLONG: The kill-
ers of Indore-based busi-
nessman Raja Raghuvanshi 
had a plan to murder any 
woman and burn her body 
to pass it as that of his wife 
Sonam so that she would 
be able to be in hiding for a 
few more days till the truth 
is known, a Meghalaya po-
lice officer said.

The police also found out 
that Raj Kushwaha, a sus-
pected boyfriend of Sonam, 
was the mastermind in the 
murder plot, and she is the 
co-conspirator.

On the first day of inter-
rogation of Sonam, Raj and 
three others, who were ar-
rested in connection with 
the killing of the Raja Ra-
ghuvanshi, also revealed 
that she fled from Megha-
laya in a burqa and reached 
the Madhya Pradesh city us-
ing various modes of trans-
port like taxi, bus and train.

"The conspiracy to elim-
inate Raja was hatched in 
Indore, shortly before his 
wedding with Sonam on 
May 11, and the mastermind 
is Raj while the woman had 

Raj mastermind, 
say police

Say Raja’s killers planned to 
murder a woman and pass her 
body as that of Sonam

agreed to the plot," East 
Khasi Hills district Super-
intendent of Police Vivek 
Syiem said.

A few days after the 
wedding, Raja (29) and 
Sonam (24) had come 
to picturesque Sohra in 
Meghalaya's East Khasi 
Hills district and went 
missing on May 23. His 
body was found in a gorge 
near Weisawdong Falls on 
June 2, while a search con-
tinued for Sonam.

She emerged in Ut-
tar Pradesh's Ghazipur, 
around 1,200 km away, 
in the early hours of June 
9 and surrendered. The 
police had also arrested 
her alleged boyfriend, 
Raj Kushwaha and three 

others – Vishal, Akash 
and Anand - who, till 
now, were suspected 
to have been contract 
killers.

“The three young 
people were friends, 
and one of them is a 
cousin of Raj. It was not 
a typical contract kill-
ing. Yes, the plan was 
to kill and they did it as 
a favour to their friend 
Raj,” Syiem said.

Raj had given them 
Rs 50,000 for the ex-
penditures, he said.

The planning started 
in February in Indore 
and they had thought of 
ways about how Sonam 

would disappear after the 
killing of Raja.

“One plan was to make 
people believe that she 
would wash away by a river. 
Another plan was to mur-
der any woman, burn the 
body and claim that it was 
of Sonam. However, none of 
the plans fructify,” the police 
officer said.

The group had come a few 
days before the newly-wed 
couple reached Assam on 
May 19 and they had initial-
ly planned to eliminate Raja 

somewhere in Guwahati.
As that did not work 

for some reason, Sonam 
planned to go to Shillong 
and Sohra, and according 
to understanding, all met at 
Nongriat, the officer said.

Syiem said they started 
together for Weisawdong 
Falls, and there all three hit 
Raja with a machete they 
bought in Assam and killed 
him in front of Sonam be-
tween 2 pm and 2.18 pm on 
May 23 before throwing the 
body in a gorge.

Sonam gave Akash the 
raincoat she was wearing as 
his shirt had a blood spot. 
They left Weisawdong on 
scooters, and Akash threw 
the raincoat later as it too 
had blood stains.

The conspiracy to eliminate Raja was hatched 
in Indore, shortly before his wedding with 

Sonam on May 11, and the mastermind is Raj while the 
woman had agreed to the plot
— Vivek Syiem, East Khasi Hills district Superintendent 
of Police


