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AP, KYIV: Russian forces 
have pummelled Ukraine 
with drones and other 
weapons, killing three peo-
ple and injuring scores of 
others despite interna-
tional pressure to accept 
a ceasefire, officials said 
Thursday.

According to the 
Ukrainian air force, Rus-
sia launched a barrage of 
63 drones and decoys at 
Ukraine overnight. It said 
that air defences destroyed 
28 drones while another 21 
were jammed.

Ukraine's police said two 
people were killed and six 
were injured over the past 
24 hours in the eastern 
Donetsk region, the focus 
of the Russian offensive. 
One person was killed and 
14 others were also injured 
in the southern Kherson 
region, which is partly oc-
cupied by Russian forces, 
police said.

The head of the Kharkiv 
region, Oleh Syniehubov, 
said that 15 people, in-
cluding four children, were 
injured by Russian drone 
attacks overnight.

Kharkiv city mayor Ihor 
Terekhov said Russian 

drones targeted residential 
districts, educational facili-
ties, kindergartens and oth-
er civilian infrastructure.

“Kharkiv is holding on. 
People are alive. And that is 
the most important thing,” 
Terekhov said.

The Russian military has 
launched waves of drones 
and missiles in recent days, 
with a record bombard-
ment of almost 500 drones 
on Monday and a wave of 
315 drones and seven mis-
siles overnight on Tues-
day. The recent escalation 

in aerial attacks has come 
alongside a renewed Rus-
sian battlefield push along 
eastern and northeastern 
parts of the more than 
1,000-kilometre front line.

While Russian missile 
and drone barrage have 
struck regions all across 
Ukraine, regions along the 
front line have faced daily 
Russian attacks with short-
range exploding drones and 
glide bombs.

Ukraine hit back with 
drone raids. Russia's De-
fence Ministry said that 

air defences downed 52 
Ukrainian drones early 
Thursday, including 41 over 
the Belgorod region that 
borders Ukraine. Regional 
Gov. Vyacheslav Gladkov 
said three people were in-
jured by Ukrainian attacks 
Thursday.

The attacks have con-
tinued despite discussions 
of a potential ceasefire in 
the war. During their June 
2 talks in Istanbul, Russian 
and Ukrainian negotiators 
traded memorandums con-
taining sharply divergent 

conditions that both sides 
see as nonstarters, making 
any quick deal unlikely.

Speaking at a meeting of 
leaders of southeast Euro-
pean countries in Odesa, 
Ukrainian President Volod-
ymyr Zelenskyy urged the 
European Union to toughen 
its latest package of sanc-
tions against Russia. He ar-
gued that lowering the cap 
on the price of Russian oil 
from USD 60 to USD 45 as 
the bloc has proposed isn't 
enough.

“Real peace comes with 
a USD 30 cap -– that's the 
level that will truly change 
thinking in Moscow,” Zelen-
skyy said.

German Defence Minister 
Boris Pistorius arrived in 
Kyiv Thursday on an unan-
nounced visit, noting that 
the stepped-up Russian 
attacks on Ukraine send 
a message from Moscow 
that it has “no interest in a 
peaceful solution at pres-
ent,” according to German 
news agency dpa.

Pistorius said his visit un-
derlines that the new Ger-
man government continues 
to stand by Ukraine.

“Of course this will also 

Barrage of Russian drones kills 3 
in Ukraine despite ceasefire calls

be about how the sup-
port of Germany and 
other Europeans will 
look in future – what 
we can do, for example, 
in the area of industrial 
cooperation, but also 
other support,” he said. 

A rescue worker puts out a fire of a car near a building which was damaged by a Russian strike in 
Kharkiv

AP, TOKYO: Japan and 
China blamed each other 
on Thursday after Tokyo 
raised concern that a Chi-
nese fighter jet came dan-
gerously close to Japanese 
reconnaissance planes.

The Chinese fighter jets 
took off from one of two 
Chinese aircraft carriers that 
were operating together for 
the first time in the Pacific, Ja-
pan's Defence Ministry said.

Chief Cabinet Secretary 
Yoshimasa Hayashi told 
reporters that Japan con-
veyed its “serious concern” 
to China that such close en-
counters could cause acci-
dental collisions.

According to Japan, a 
Chinese J-15 fighter jet 

took off from the Shandong 
aircraft carrier on Saturday 
and chased a Japanese P-3C 
aircraft on reconnaissance 
duty, coming within an “ab-
normally close distance” of 
45 metres (50 yards) for 
about 40 minutes.

A Chinese jet also crossed 
900 metres (980 yards) in 
front of a Japanese P-3C for 
about 80 minutes on Sun-
day, the ministry said.

The incidents occurred 
in the Pacific, where Ja-
pan's Self-Defence Force 
spotted the two carriers, 
the Shandong and the Li-
aoning, almost simulta-
neously operating near 
southern Japanese islands 
for the first time.

Blame game erupts as 
Chinese fighter jets fly 

close to Japanese planes AP, JERUSALEM: Israel is 
deporting six more activ-
ists who were detained 
when it seized an aid boat 
bound for the war-ravaged 
Gaza Strip, according to 
the rights group repre-
senting them.

The six include Rima 
Hassan, a French mem-
ber of the European par-
liament who Israel had 
previously barred from 
entering Israel and the 
Palestinian territories, 
citing her support for boy-
cotts of the country.

They were among 
12 passengers, includ-
ing climate campaigner 
Greta Thunberg, aboard 
the Madleen, a boat that 
sought to break Israel's 
blockade of Gaza and de-
liver a symbolic amount of 
aid. Israel seized the vessel 
early Monday and deport-
ed Thunberg and three 
others the following day.

The last two activists 
are expected to be deport-
ed on Friday, according 
to Adalah, a local human 
rights group representing 
them.

It said the activists were 
subjected to “mistreatment, 
punitive measures, and ag-
gressive treatment, and two 
volunteers were held for 
some period of time in sol-
itary confinement.”

Israeli authorities de-
clined to comment on 
their treatment. Israel 

says it treats detainees in 
a lawful manner and in-
vestigates any allegations 
of abuse.

Israel portrayed the 
voyage as a media specta-
cle, dubbing it the “selfie 
yacht."

It says the blockade, 
which it has imposed in 
various forms along with 
Egypt since Hamas seized 
power in 2007, is need-
ed to prevent the militant 
group from importing 
arms. Critics view it as 
collective punishment of 
Gaza's roughly 2 million 
Palestinians.

The Israeli Foreign Min-
istry said those activists 
who signed deportation 
documents would be de-
ported immediately while 
those who refused would 
be brought before a judi-
cial authority to authorize 
their deportation in keep-
ing with Israeli law. The 
activists have protested 
that they had no intention 
of entering Israel and were 
brought there against 
their will.

The Freedom Flotilla 
Coalition, which organ-
ized the journey, said it 
was aimed at protesting 
Israel's blockade of Gaza 
and ongoing military cam-
paign there, which experts 
say has pushed the terri-
tory to the brink of famine 
more than 20 months into 
the Israel-Hamas war.

Israel to deport 6 more activists 
detained on Gaza aid boat

PTI , BEIJING: China on 
Thursday hinted at hold-
ing talks with India over its 
restrictions on export of 
rare earth materials, say-
ing it is willing to enhance 
dialogue and cooperation 
with relevant countries 
to keep industrial supply 
chains stable.

China's recent restric-
tions on the exports of key 
metals caused widespread 
disruption in the manufac-
turing of automobiles and 
semiconductor chips in a 
host of countries, includ-
ing India.

"We are willing to en-
hance dialogue and co-
operation with relevant 
countries and regions 
to jointly keep the sta-
bility of global indus-
trial and supply chains,” 
Chinese Foreign Min-
istry spokesperson Lin 
Jian said.

Lin was responding 
to a question from PTI 
whether China is willing 
to lift restrictions on ex-

ports of rare earth metals 
to India as it began clear-
ing export licences to the 
US and the EU.

Lin, however, reiterated 
that for specifics, the rele-
vant authorities should be 
approached.

On June 16, Indian 
Ambassador Pradeep 
Kumar Rawat met Chi-
nese Vice Minister Sun 
Weidong and held talks 
on bilateral issues. They 
discussed “common con-
cerns” among others, a 
foreign ministry state-
ment here said.

Reports from India 
spoke of growing concerns 
about shortages of the rare 
metals in automobiles and 
other industries.

After several months of 
a squeeze on rare earth 
metals over which China 
holds a monopoly, Beijing 
began clearing selective 
export licenses reportedly 
for the US as both coun-
tries held talks in London 
over the issues.

China hints at lifting 
export curbs on rare 
earth metals to India


