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Gujarat Chief 
Minister Bhupendra 
Patel during a visit 
to Swaraj Ashram, 
at Bardoli in Surat 
district, Gujarat

Actor Dino Morea leaves the 
Enforcement Directorate 
office after being 
questioned in connection 
with a money laundering 
probe scam, in Mumbai

Defence Minister Rajnath 
Singh offers sweets to 
cadets during an interaction 
with the NCC's expedition 
team that scaled Mount 
Everest in New Delhi

Union Minister of Power 
and Housing & Urban Affairs 
Manohar Lal and J&K Chief 
Minister Omar Abdulah 
during review meetings in 
Srinagar
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Actress Rashmika Mandanna attends the song launch of 
her upcoming social thriller film ‘Kuberaa’ in Mumbai

Kerala govt open to talks over concerns 
on new school timings
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM: The Kerala government has 
said it is willing to hold discussions with any group 
experiencing difficulties following the announcement 
of revised school timings for high schools in the state.
The revised timings, announced on Wednesday, extend 
the school day by 15 minutes in both the morning and 
evening sessions, except on Fridays. Under the new 
schedule, high school classes will run from 9.15 am 
to 4.15 pm. Muslim scholar and president of Samastha 
Kerala Jamiyyathul Ulama, Jifri Muthukoya Thangal, has 
expressed concern that the revised schedule would affect 
madrassa education for around 12 lakh students. 

Siddaramaiah urges Andhra CM to lift ban 
on entry of Totapuri Mangoes from K'taka
BENGALURU: Karnataka Chief Minister Siddaramaiah 
has urged his Andhra Pradesh counterpart Chandrababu 
Naidu to withdraw the ban on entry of 'Totapuri' Mangoes 
from Karnataka into Chittoor district. In a letter dated 
June 11, the CM said such unilateral actions, taken 
without prior consultation or coordination, run contrary 
to the spirit of cooperative federalism. He also expressed 
concerns that the move could lead to avoidable tension 
and retaliatory measures, and disruption of the inter-
state movement of commodities. Karnataka Chief 
Secretary Shalini Rajneesh had on June 10 written to her 
counterpart in Andhra Pradesh K Vijayanand requesting 
him to revoke the ban.
 

Road crash in Jhansi leaves three dead
JHANSI: Three members of a family were killed and 
five others injured after their car rammed into a road 
divider early Thursday in Jhansi district, police said. The 
accident occurred around 4 am in Moth area when a 
cross over utility vehicle travelling from Siddharthnagar 
to Maharashtra, lost control and hit the divider near Khilli 
village in Poonch area, Moth Circle Officer Devendra 
Nath Mishra said. The deceased were identified as Amir 
(45), Asma (40) and her 15-year-old daughter Parveen, all 
residents of Itari Bazar in Naugarh, Siddharthnagar district. 
According to police, the family was returning to their 
workplace in Maharashtra after celebrating Eid in their 
hometown. 

Adityanath says child labour a curse, calls 
for collective resolve to protect children
LUCKNOW: Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath 
on Thursday called child labour a "curse" and urged 
citizens to unite against the practice by ensuring that 
every child receives education, security and dignity. 
Taking to social media platform X on the occasion of 
World Day Against Child Labour, the CM stressed that 
only through awareness and collective effort against child 
labour can a sensitive and empowered society be built for 
the future. "Child labour is a curse, it cannot be accepted! 
Let us, on this World Day Against Child Labour, pledge to 
connect every child with education, safety, dignity and 
values," he said.
 

Woman kills husband 15 days after 
marriage in Maharashtra's Sangli; arrested
SANGLI: Even as ripples caused by the murder of Indore 
businessman Raja Raghuvanshi are yet to subside, a case 
has surfaced in Maharashtra's Sangli where a 27-year-old 
woman allegedly hacked her husband to death just a 
fortnight after their wedding.The woman attacked her 
53-year-old husband, Anil Lokhande, around 12.30 am 
on Wednesday after he insisted on consummating their 
15-day-old marriage, police said, adding the accused has 
been arrested. The couple resided in Kupwad tehsil of 
Sangli district, a police official said.

Delhi-Keylong-Leh bus to resume 
service on Jun 13
SHIMLA: The Himachal Roads Transport Corporation 
(HRTC) will resume the Delhi-Keylong-Leh bus that passes 
through the world's highest highway, on June 13, after a 
gap of eight months. The bus passes through the Manali-
Leh highway, the highest in the world, and covers a 
1,026-km distance in 26 hours. The one-way fare has been 
fixed at Rs 1,830, officials said on Thursday With mercury 
soaring in the plains, the tourists are eagerly waiting for 
the bus which crosses Baralacha La at 16,020 ft, Lachung 
La  at 16,620 ft, and Tanglung La at 17,480 ft.
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PTI , SHILLONG: Sonam 
Raghuvanshi confessed to 
be part of the conspiracy 
to kill her husband Raja 
during their honeymoon 
in Meghalaya, and accused 
Raj Kushwaha of being 
the mastermind of the In-
dore-based businessman's 
murder, a senior police of-
ficer said on Thursday.

On the other hand, Kus-
hwaha, Sonam's suspected 
boyfriend, put the blame 
for orchestrating the mur-
der on her, Deputy Inspec-
tor General of Police DNR 
Marak said on Thursday.

Sonam and Kushwaha 
are among the five people 
arrested in connection 
with the murder of Raja 
Raghuvanshi, whose de-
composed body was re-
covered from a gorge in 
Sohra area of East Khasi 

Hills district on June 2.
“Sonam confessed to be 

a part of the conspiracy to 
kill her husband but we 
are yet to establish who 
the mastermind of the plot 
is. Both Sonam and Raj are 
blaming each other,” Marak 
told PTI.

He said the investigation 
has started to unearth the 
conspiracy.

“There are inconsist-
encies in the statements 
collected individually of 
all the accused persons. 
We are also investigat-
ing the amount of money 
Sonam promised to pay 
to the hitmen and how 
much she had already 
paid,” Marak said.

According to the senior 
officer, the police are ver-
ifying if any of them had 
made a recce of Sohra and 

the jungles of Nongriat 
before. The couple had 
stayed at a homestay in 

Nongriat. 
None of the accused so 

far admitted to have con-

ducted a recce, he said.
The SIT conducting the 

probe into the murder is 
seeking assistance from 
the police in Assam and 
other states to link all evi-
dence in the case.

The three hired killers 
from Indore stopped over 
for a night in Guwahati and 
procured from there a ma-
chete that was later used to 
kill Raja, he said.

The three and the couple 
arrived in the Meghalaya 
capital Shillong around 
the same time before they 
started for Sohra, about 65 
km from here, last month, 
Marak said. 

Raja (29) and Sonam 
(24) went missing in the 
hills of Sohra on May 23, 
while his body was found 
in a gorge near Weisaw-
dong Falls on June 2.  

Sonam, Raj accuse each other of being 
mastermind of honeymoon murder

'MANGALSUTRA', RING LEFT BEHIND AT 
HOMESTAY HELPED POLICE CRACK CASE: DGP
PTI, SHILLONG: Raja Raghuvanshi and his wife Sonam 
had left their suitcase at a homestay in Sohra before 
going missing, and the 'mangalsutra' and a ring found 
in it helped investigators crack the honeymoon murder 
case, Meghalaya DGP, I Nongrang, said. Sonam (25) 
and Raja (29) got married in Indore on May 11 and 
reached Meghalaya via Guwahati in Assam on May 20 
for their honeymoon. Both of them went missing on 
May 23 in Sohra in East Khasi Hills district, hours after 
checking out of a homestay at Nongriat village. "We 
recovered Sonam's 'mangalsutra' and a ring from the 
suitcase the couple abandoned at a homestay in Sohra. 
A married woman leaving behind the ornaments gave 
us a clue to pursue her as a suspect in the case," Non-
grang told PTI on Wednesday evening. 'Mangalsutra' is 
a necklace worn by married Hindu women. Raja's body 
was found in a gorge near Weisawdong Falls on June 2. 

PTI, BENGALURU: 
Karnataka cabinet on 
Thursday "unanimous-
ly" decided to conduct 
a new Socio-Educa-
tional survey, popularly 
known as caste census, 
in the state.

"....we have taken a 
decision in the cabinet. 
It was a unanimous de-
cision in the cabinet 
that a new survey is to 
be conducted," Chief 
Minister Siddaramaiah 
told reporters after a 
special cabinet meeting.

He said, "The govern-
ment will consult the 
Karnataka State Back-
ward Classes Commis-
sion....we are going to 
give 90 days time to sur-
vey a fresh and to give 
the report."

The decision comes 
after the Congress top 
brass on Tuesday direct-
ed the state government 
to hold caste re-enumer-
ation in Karnataka to 

Karnataka to conduct 
new caste survey: CM

address the concerns of 
some communities who 
complained of being left 
out of the survey con-
ducted 10 years ago.

PTI, NEW DELHI: Re-
tail inflation dipped to an 
over six-year low of 2.82 
per cent in May mainly 
due to subdued prices of 
food items, including veg-
etables, fruits, and pro-
tein-rich items, showed 
government data released 
on Thursday.

The Consumer Price In-
dex (CPI) based retail in-
flation was 3.16 per cent 

in April and 4.8 per cent in 
May 2024.

Food inflation was at 
0.99 per cent in May, sig-
nificantly down from 8.69 
per cent in the year-ago 
month, according to data 
of the National Statistics 
Office (NSO).

"The significant de-
cline in headline infla-
tion and food inflation 
during the month of May 

2025 is mainly attribut-
ed to a decline in infla-
tion of pulses & prod-
ucts, vegetables, fruits, 
cereals & products, 
households goods & ser-
vices, sugar & confec-
tionary and egg and the 
favourable base effect," 
NSO said in a statement.

The food inflation in May 
2025 is the lowest since 
October 2021. 

Inflation declines to 6-yr low of 
2.82% in May: Govt data

PTI, SRINAGAR: India 
foiled around two lakh 
cyberattacks targeting its 
power infrastructure in the 
course of a week during 
Operation Sindoor, Union 
Power Minister Manohar 
Lal Khattar said here on 
Thursday.
"Since the advancement in 
technology, new dangers 
have emerged – cyber-
attacks or cybercrimes. 
There has been an increase 
in these, but the govern-
ment has worked on it, 
and our cybersecurity has 
almost stopped all such 
dangers," Khattar told re-
porters here.
He was addressing a 
press conference on the 
completion of 11 years of 
the BJP-led Central gov-
ernment.
"There have been many 
cyberattacks on the coun-
try. As far as the Power 
department is concerned, 

around two lakh cyber-
attacks were attempted, 
but our cyber department 
foiled each one of them, 
and there were no losses," 
the minister said.
Khattar said these attempts 
were made in "eight to ten 
days" around the time Opera-
tion Sindoor went underway.
Asked whether the attacks 
were made from within the 
country or outside it, the 
minister said these attacks 
can take place from any 
corner of the world.
"It is known worldwide 
that those against us will 
do things like these, but 
… We have stopped such 
attacks. Our system is ca-
pable and in the future 
also, we will foil all such 
attacks," he said.
"When someone fails for 
the first time, and second 
time, he will ultimately get 
discouraged and stop," he 
added. 

India scuppered 2 lakh 
cyberattacks during 
Operation Sindoor

PTI, NEW DELHI: Chief Jus-
tice of India B R Gavai has 
emphasised that judicial ac-
tivism is bound to stay, but 
it should not be turned into 
judicial terrorism.

CJI Gavai said the power 
of judicial review should be 
used sparingly and only if 
a statute is violative of the 
basic structure of the Con-
stitution.

"Judicial activiasm is 
bound to stay. At the same 
time, judicial activism 
should not be turned into 
judicial terrorism. So, at 
times, you try to exceed the 
limits and try to enter into 
an area where normally the 
judiciary should not enter," 
Gavai said.

Gavai described the Con-
stitution as a "quiet revo-
lution etched in ink" and a 
transformative force that 
not only guarantees rights 
but actively uplifts the his-
torically oppressed.

Speaking at the Oxford 
Union in London on the 
theme 'From Representa-
tion to Realisation: Em-
bodying the Constitution's 
Promise' on Tuesday, the 
CJI, the second Dalit and 
the first Buddhist to hold 
India's highest judicial of-
fice, highlighted the positive 
impact of the Constitution 
on marginalised communi-
ties and gave his example to 
drive home the point.

"Many decades ago, mil-
lions of citizens of India 
were called 'untouchables'. 
They were told they were 
impure. They were told that 
they did not belong. They 
were told that they could 
not speak for themselves.

"But here we are today, 
where a person belong-
ing to those very people 
is speaking openly, as the 
holder of the highest office 
in the judiciary of the coun-
try," the CJI said. 

Judicial activism 
shouldn’t turn into 

judicial terrorism: CJI

India slips to 
131st position in 
Global Gender 

Gap Index 2025
 PTI, NEW DELHI: In-
dia has ranked 131 out 
of 146 countries in the 
World Economic Forum's 
Global Gender Gap Re-
port 2025, slipping two 
places from its position 
last year.

With a parity score 
of just 64.1 per cent, 
India is among the low-
est-ranked countries in 
South Asia, according to 
the report released on 
Thursday.India ranked 
129 last year.

The Global Gender Gap 
Index measures gender 
parity across four key 
dimensions: Economic 
Participation and Op-
portunity, Educational 
Attainment, Health and 
Survival, and Political 
Empowerment.

The Indian economy's 
overall performance im-
proved in absolute terms 
by +0.3 points.


