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Panchayats ordered to act on plastic ban

Directorate of Panchayats issues urgent directive after
O Heraldo highlights widespread violations

‘ All the Block Development Officers are directed
to direct all the village panchayats under their
jurisdiction to urgently convene a meeting of the

Team Herald

PANJIM: In response to
O Heraldo’s report high-
lighting the rampant vi-
olation of the single-use
plastic ban across Goa, the
Directorate of Panchayats
has issued a directive to
all Block Development Of-
ficers (BDOs) to ensure that
village panchayats urgently
convene meetings of their
Garbage Management Com-
mittees to discuss imple-

Mystery shrouds

Goan social
worker's
suspicious death
in Ghaziabad

Team Herald

MARGAO: Mystery sur-
rounds the death of
33-year-old Sameer Babu-
lal Shaikh, a social worker
from Sanvordem, whose
semi-decomposed  body
was found under suspi-
cious circumstances in a
rented room in Ghaziabad,
Uttar Pradesh. Sameer,
who was working with an
NGO in North India, had
reportedly left Goa for Del-
hi on May 30, stating he
was attending a meeting.
His family lost con-
tact with him the same
day, prompting his sister
to visit the Curchorem
Police Station multiple
times. A formal missing
person complaint was
lodged on June 2. Acting
on Sameer’s last known
mobile location, a police
team from Curchorem,
headed by PSI Gautam
Shetker and PC Abhinav
Chohan, was sent to Delhi
to trace his whereabouts.
During the investiga-
tion, Curchorem Police
discovered that Sameer
had booked a Rapido taxi
from Delhi to Ghazia-
bad and had also trans-
ferred money to a bank
account, the details of
which were retrieved by
police. With this infor-
mation, the team traced
a rented room in Ghaz-
iabad, reportedly shared
by Sameer and four oth-
ers. Two of the individ-
uals have been detained
by Uttar Pradesh .
Police, while one :
is missing and :
another remains :
untraceable, with :

Garbage Management

- Siddhi Halarnakar, Director of Panchayats

mentation of the ban order.

In a circular issued by
Siddhi Halarnakar, Direc-
tor of Panchayats, it has
been stated: “All the Block
Development Officers are
directed to direct all the

village panchayats under
their jurisdiction to urgent-
ly convene a meeting of
the Garbage Management
Committee to discuss the
implementation of the ban
Order on Single Use Plastic
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The move follows O Her-
aldo’s detailed exposé on
how plastic bags and waste
continue to litter roadsides,
beaches and water bodies,
revealing a stark gap be-
tween official policy and
enforcement on the ground.
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Although Goa was one of
the early states to impose
a ban on plastic bags below
40 microns, the regulation
has remained largely inef-
fective in practice.

Despite repeated assur-
ances from ministers and
local representatives, en-
forcement has been weak.
Plastic carry bags remain
widely distributed, par-

ticularly in busy areas
such as the CCP Market in
Panjim.

At a World Environment
Day function, Chief Minister
Pramod Sawant acknowl-
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edged the failure to enforce
the single-use plastic ban
effectively. He, however, as-
sured the public that strict-
er implementation would
follow this year.
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his mobile phone :

switched off.
Upon

reach- :

ing the accom- :

modation

with :

the help of the:

landlord,

police :

found the prem- :
ises locked. After :
breaking into the :
bathroom, which :
was also locked i
from outside, of- :
ficers discovered :

Sameer’s
in a

composed
The

body :
semi-de- :
state. !
UP Police :

conducted a‘
panchanama, and :
the post-mortem
report is awaited :
to ascertain the !

cause of death.

Curchorem::

Police

revealed :

that Sameer had :

earlier

worked

in Pune and had :
visited Goa for i
Eid celebrations. :
He had report- :
edly received an i
email that led to :
his travel to Delhi. :
Police also noted :
that a payment of :
Rs 250 made by :
Sameer has been !
confirmed during :

the investigation.

While no of—§

fence has

been :

registered so far, :
both  Curchorem
and Ghaziabad Po- :
lice are continuing :
inquiries to deter- :
mine the motive |
and circumstances :
behind Sameer’s :

death.
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Also Available At: Goa: A R Naik & Associates, Ph: 9901614580; Ashapura Corporation, Ph: 9422333084; Chamuda Gas Agency, Ph: 9422639689; Kalika Metal, Ph: 9422639231; R K Enterprise, Ph: 9673991854; Joshi Enterprise, Ph: 9420596982; Manisha Electronics, Ph: 9309736172; Sai Electronic, Ph: 9422446858; Mauli Steel Metal, Ph: 9309873549; Pandurang
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Taj Traders, Ph: 8698605505; Mamata Steel Center, Ph: 9890314441; Shree Krishna Home Appliances, Ph: 7420849992; Padma Metal Stores, Ph: 9970664019; Metro Home Appliances, Ph: 9860189981; Swastik Steel & Appliances, Ph: 8793531385; The Bombay Metal Mart, Ph: 9890513984; Joyti Electrical &Electronics, Ph: 9921784349; Vishnu Metal Mart,
Ph: 9921360944; S T Pokle &Co, Ph: 9405070517; Sattam Kitchen Equipment & Home App, Ph: 9823525120; Tivrekar Traders, Ph: 9168308800; Shripad N Karekar, Ph: 9822584105; Harish Spare Parts, Ph: 9822176961, Rukmini Traders, Ph: 9822944666; Bhaglaxmi Metal, Ph: 9423411518; Lanjekar Gift Gallery, Ph: 9511730198; Sharada Enterprises, Ph:9822237275;
Kalika Metal Stores, Ph: 7768822951; Shree Mahalaxmi Traders, Ph: 9637703818; Ramnath Shantadurga Enterprise, Ph: 9049599699; Raj Enterprise, Ph: 9823608797; Tivrekar Kitchenware, Ph: 8888884668; Baba Telecom, Ph: 7875099011; Ingale Home Appliances, Ph: 9822102214; Rajesh Metal Mart, Ph: 7887922183; Bhosale Metal Mart, Ph: 9172753966; Durga
Enterprises, Ph: 9970877481; Global Emporium, Ph: 8767619211; Mansur Enterprise, Ph: 9604114040; Shriwant Corporation, Ph: 9834364104; Veer Appliances, Ph: 9822170556; Sinde Enterprise, Ph: 9823741796; Ramkrishnahari, Ph: 9890316406; Hindustan Tech ware, Ph: 9511714297.
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