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AFP, KHARKIV, UKRAINE: 
Fresh Russian strikes on 
Ukraine's northeastern 
city of Kharkiv killed three 
people and wounded 60 
others, including children, 
on Wednesday, authorities 
said, as Moscow pushed 
ahead with attacks after 
rejecting an unconditional 
ceasefire.

Ukraine said it had 
received the bodies of 
more than 1,200 soldiers, 
handed over by Moscow, 
part of a repatriation deal 
the two sides agreed at 
talks last week.

Russia has fired record 
numbers of drones and 
missiles at Ukraine over 
recent weeks, escalating 
three years of daily bom-
bardments as it outlines 
hardline demands – re-
jected by Kyiv as "ultima-
tums" – to halt its three-
year invasion.

The northeastern city of 
Kharkiv, just 30 kilometres 
(18 miles) from the Rus-
sian border, again bore the 
brunt of the attack.

"Seventeen strikes by 
enemy UAVs (drones) were 
carried out in two dis-
tricts of the city tonight," 
Kharkiv Mayor Igor Terek-

hov said on Telegram.
Kharkiv regional Gover-

nor Oleg Synegubov said 
three people had been 
killed.

"Every new day now 
brings new coward-
ly strikes from Russia, 
and almost every strike 
is demonstrative. Rus-
sia deserves increased 
pressure," Ukraine's 
President Volodymyr 
Zelensky said on social 
media after the shelling 
of Kharkiv.

AFP journalists in the 
city saw damaged apart-
ment blocks, burnt out 
cars and streets strewn 
with debris after the at-
tacks.

Olena Khoruzheva 
had run into a hallway – 
away from the windows 
– with her two children 
when she heard the in-
coming drones.

"The younger one lay 
on the floor, hands on his 
head. I was on top of him," 
the 41-year-old pharma-

cist told AFP.
"We heard it approach-

ing, silence, and then we 
were thrown against the 
wall there were more ex-
plosions, then we heard 
people shouting 'Help! 
Help!"

Her 65-year-old neigh-
bour was one of those 
killed in the attack.

Early on Wednesday 
morning, an AFP report-
er saw first responders 
removing the body of 
one killed resident from 

AP, GRAZ (AUSTRIA): 
Austria fell silent for a 
minute on Wednesday in 
memory of the 10 people 
killed in a school shooting 
in Graz, which ended with 
the gunman taking his own 
life. The man's motive re-
mained unclear.

Austria has declared three 
days of national mourning 
following what appears to 
be the deadliest attack in 
its post-World War II histo-
ry. At 10 am on Wednesday, 
marking the moment a day 
earlier when police were 
alerted to shots at the BORG 
Dreierschützengasse high 
school, the country stopped 
for a minute of silence. 

Hundreds of people 
lined the central square in 
Graz, Austria's second-big-
gest city. Some laid more 
candles and flowers in 
front of the city hall, add-

ing to a growing memori-
al to the victims. The first 
candles were laid on Tues-
day evening as a crowd 
gathered on the square, 
some people hugging each 

other as they tried to come 
to terms with the tragedy. 
Hundreds of people joined 
Austrian officials at a ser-
vice Tuesday evening in 
the Graz cathedral.

Among those on the 
square Wednesday 
was Chiara Komlenic, a 
28-year-old art history 
student who finished her 
exams at the school there.

“I always felt very pro-
tected there. The teachers 
were also very supportive,” 
she said. 

Police said they found 
a farewell letter and a 
non-functional pipe bomb 
when they searched the 
home of the assailant. 

Austria mourns even as 
motive unclear for deadly 

school shooting

People light candles at a makeshift memorial site after several 
people died in a school shooting in Graz, southeastern Austria

PTI, NEW DELHI: Call-
ing it “shocking”, the Su-
preme Court on Wednes-
day refused to quash the 
criminal proceedings 
against a former judicial 
officer accused of sexu-
ally abusing his minor 
daughter.

“The daughter is mak-
ing an allegation. It is a 
shocking case. He is a 
judicial officer and these 
are serious allegations 
of incest. This is shock-
ing. And the daughter 
has made the allega-
tions. She must have 
been scarred for life. 
How can this be a case 
for quashing?" a bench 
comprising Justices 
Prashant Kumar Mishra 
and Manmohan asked.

 The bench, as a result, 
dismissed his appeal 
against a Bombay High 
Court passed on April 
15, 2025, upholding the 
framing of charges by the 
trial court.

 The bench did not 
agree to the submissions 
that the judge was framed 
due to the long-standing 
matrimonial dispute with 
his estranged wife and 
the case was a “counter 
blast” and lodged after 
his father died by suicide 
allegedly after being har-
assed by the complain-
ant's side.

 “We don't want to get 
into all this. Suicide may 
be because of the son's 
(judge) actions,” Justice 
Manmohan remarked.

 The counsel for the 
former judge said, “This 

man's entire life has been 
ruined starting with his 
matrimonial problems."

 “His father committed 
suicide. The complaint 
was made much later 
and was never men-
tioned during earlier 
legal proceedings,” the 
lawyer added.

 The bench, however, 
noted the serious al-
legations and charges 
under the Protection of 
Children from Sexual 
Offences (POCSO) Act 
against him.

 The case stems from 
an FIR registered on 
January 21, 2019, in 
Bhandara, Maharashtra 
after the alleged inci-
dents of abuse taking 
place between May 2014 
and 2018.

 It came on record that 
a chargesheet had been 
filed but formal charges 
were yet to be framed in 
the case.

 The former judge was 
charged under Section 
354 of IPC for assaulting a 
woman with intent to out-
rage her modesty apart 
from Sections 7, 8, 9(l), 
9(n), and 10 of the POC-
SO Act, relating to various 
forms of sexual assault, 
including aggravated and 
incestuous abuse.

 The plea alleged the 
complaint was made 
with malicious intent and 
the FIR was registered 
four years – coinciding 
with an ongoing custody 
dispute and matrimonial 
litigation – after the al-
leged events.

Russia launches deadly strike in east 
Ukraine amid stalled peace talks

A burning building following a drone attack in Kharkiv, amid the Russian invasion of Ukraine

SC refuses to quash FIR 
against ex-judge accused 
of raping minor daughter

a block of apartments in a 
black body bag.

Ukraine's air force said 
that Russia had fired 85 
drones overnight – fewer 
than in recent days.

On the front line, Mos-
cow's troops have been ad-
vancing steadily.

The Russian defence min-
istry said on Wednesday 
that more units had crossed 
into the Dnipropetrovsk re-
gion, where it is mounting 
an offensive for the first 
time in its 40-month-long 
invasion.

US President Donald 
Trump has been urging the 
two sides to strike a peace 
deal, but has seen little 

progress.
Zelensky has in turn 

called on the West to in-
crease the pressure on 
Russia with hard-hitting 
economic sanctions that he 
says would limit its capaci-
ty to wage war.

He is expected to press 
that message with Trump 
and European leaders at a 
G7 summit in Canada, which 
kicks off on Sunday.

Leaders from several 
countries across south-
eastern Europe were 
expected in the Ukraini-
an port city of Odesa on 
Wednesday, hours after it 
was targeted by Russian 
strikes.


