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AP, KYIV: Russia attacked 
two Ukrainian cities with 
waves of drones and mis-
siles early Tuesday, killing 
three people and wounding 
at least 13 in what President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy called 
“one of the biggest” strikes 
in the 3-year-old war. 

The attack struck Kyiv 
and the southern port city 
of Odesa. In an online state-
ment, Zelenskyy said that 
Moscow's forces fired over 
315 drones, most of them 
Shaheds, and seven mis-
siles overnight. 

“Russian missile and Sha-
hed strikes are louder than 
the efforts of the United 
States and others around 
the world to force Rus-
sia into peace,” Zelenskyy 
wrote, urging “concrete 
action” from the US and 
Europe in response to the 
attack. 

A maternity hospital and 
residential buildings in 
the southern port of Ode-
sa were damaged in the 
attack, regional head Oleh 
Kiper said. Two people 
were killed and nine in-
jured, according to the re-
gional prosecutor's office. 

Another person was 

killed in Kyiv's Obolonskyi 
district, regional head Ty-
mur Tkachenko wrote on 
Telegram. 

“Russian strikes are once 
again hitting not military 
targets but the lives of or-
dinary people. This once 
again shows the true na-
ture of what we are dealing 

with,” he said.
Explosions and the buzz-

ing of drones were heard 
around the city for hours. 

Attacks continue despite 
talks but POWs swapped

The fresh attacks came a 
day after Moscow launched 
almost 500 drones at 
Ukraine in the biggest over-
night drone bombardment 
of the war.

Ukrainian and Western 
officials have been antici-
pating Moscow's response 
to Kyiv's audacious June 
1 drone attack on distant 
Russian air bases. 

Russia has been launch-
ing a record number of 
drones and missiles in 
recent days, despite both 
sides trading memoranda 
at direct peace talks in Is-
tanbul on June 2 that set 
out conditions for a poten-
tial ceasefire.

Russia continues drone, missile 
attack on Ukraine; 3 killed, 13 injured 

Smoke covers the sky above the city following Russia's massive 
missile and drone attack in Kyiv, Ukraine

Businessman, two children killed in 
Delhi’s Dwarka apartment fire

PTI, NEW DELHI:  Three 
members of a family, in-
cluding two children, were 
killed after they jumped 
from a balcony to escape a 
massive fire that broke out 
in their eighth and ninth-
floor duplex flat in Delhi's 
Dwarka area on Tuesday 
morning, police said.

The fire started from a 
temple inside the house 
located on the eighth floor 
of the building and quickly 
spread through PVC panels, 
a senior police official said.

The deceased were iden-
tified as Yash Yadav (41), 
his daughter Ashima (12), 
and his nephew Shivam Ya-
dav (11). The family lived 
in a duplex on the top two 
floors of the building. Ya-
dav, who had moved to Del-
hi with his family 10 years 
ago, was originally from 
Etah in Uttar Pradesh.

The official said Yadav's 
sister, her children, and 
his sister-in-law had gath-
ered at his flat in Dwarka's 
Shabad Apartment in Sec-
tor 13 after attending a re-
ligious event (Bhagwat Ka-
tha). There were 12 people 
in the house at the time of 
the incident.

When the fire broke out 
around 9:30 am, all mem-

bers of the family tried to 
escape by using the stairs 
to reach the ninth floor. 
However, Ashima and Shi-
vam got trapped, and Yash 
returned to save them, po-
lice said. They took shelter 
on the eighth-floor balcony, 
believing it would be safer 
than staying inside, as the 
stairs were also engulfed in 
flames.

A building in the Shabad housing society where a fire broke out 
earlier in the day, at Dwarka, in New Delhi

PTI, VARANASI: As many 
as 21 individuals posing 
as priests at the Kashi 
Vishwanath Temple were 
arrested for allegedly ex-
torting money from dev-
otees under the pretext of 
facilitating temple rituals, 
a senior police official said 
on Tuesday. 

Several complaints were 
made over the past several 
days about unauthorised 
individuals taking mon-
ey and misbehaving with 
visitors in the name of ar-
ranging darshan and puja 
at the temple, Assistant 
Commissioner of Police 
(ACP) Dashashwamedh 
Atul Anjan Tripathi said.  

Acting on these com-
plaints, a joint team of 
the Dashashwamedh and 
Chowk police stations was 
formed, Tripathi added. 

21 fake priests 
arrested for 

extorting devotees 
in Varanasi

AFP, TAIPEI:  Taiwanese 
prosecutors charged on 
Tuesday four people, in-
cluding a former staffer in 
President Lai Ching-te's of-
fice, for violating national 
security after they alleged-
ly spied for China.

The four defendants 
were among five people 
expelled from Lai's ruling 
Democratic Progressive 
Party (DPP) -- which ad-
vocates for Taiwan's sov-
ereignty -- last month for 
suspected espionage.

The fifth person is still 
under investigation, a pros-
ecutor told AFP.

China claims democratic 
self-ruled Taiwan is part of 
its territory and has threat-
ened to use force to annex 
it. Taipei accuses Beijing 
of using espionage and in-
filtration to weaken its de-
fences.

The four people have 
been charged with violat-
ing the Classified National 
Security Information Pro-
tection Act and National 
Security Act after they 
allegedly shared state se-
crets with China, the Taipei 
District Prosecutors Office 
said in a statement.

Other alleged offences 
include money laundering.

The espionage happened 
over a "prolonged time", 
included the sharing of 
"important and sensitive 
diplomatic information" 
and caused "significant 
harm to national security", 
prosecutors said.

Prosecutors are seeking 
prison sentences ranging 
from five to more than 18 
years, and the confiscation 
of more than NT$8.3 mil-
lion (US$277,000) in illicit 
gains.

Taiwan charges four 
with spying for China

PTI, NEW DELHI: The Del-
hi High Court would in July 
hear a plea to prosecute 
those involved in sexual 
crimes against animals.

A bench of Chief Justice 
Devendra Kumar Upadhyaya 
and Justice Tushar Rao 
Gedela on May 28 posted the 
matter on July 16 to enable 
the petitioner to bring more 
facts on record.

The Federation of Indian 
Animal Protection Organisa-
tions (FIAPO) in its PIL high-
lighted the “complete repeal” 
of Section 377 (unnatural 
sexual offences) of IPC under 
the newly-enacted Bhartiya 

Nyaya Sanhita (BNS).
While Section 377 of 

the IPC was rightly read 
down by the Supreme 
Court in the 2018 Navtej 
Singh Johar judgment to 
decriminalise consensual 
same-sex relationships, 
its complete deletion from 
BNS inadvertently decrim-
inalised sexual violence 
against animals, leaving 
them unprotected by law, 
it argued.

The PIL also referred to 
an incident in Coimbatore, 
where a construction 
worker was found sexually 
abusing a dog.

Delhi HC to hear 
plea on sexual crimes 
against animals in July


