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Punjab Chief Minister 
Bhagwant Mann and AAP 
national convener Arvind 
Kejriwal during the launch 
of ‘Fast Track Punjab‘ 
portal, in Mohali

Members of the Vanchit 
Bahujan Aghadi stage 
a protest over a train 
accident in Thane, which 
killed four people, outside 
DRM office, in Mumbai

Married Hindu women 
draped in colourful sarees 
gather in devotion to 
perform a ritual on the 
occasion of ‘Vat Savitri 
Puja‘, in Surat

A blacksmith makes 
brass utensils at his 
workshop during the 
wedding season at 
Jagdalpur, in Bastar 
district, Chhattisgarh

PTI, KOCHI: Fires and ex-
plosions continue to rock 
the Singapore-flagged con-
tainer vessel off the Kerala 
coast, with flames report-
ed from the mid-ship area 
and container bay just 
ahead of the accommoda-
tion block, Indian Coast 
Guard officials said on 
Tuesday.

The forward bay fire 
has been brought under 
control, but thick smoke 
continues to rise from the 
vessel, MV Wan Hai 503. 
The ship is listing approx-
imately 10 to 15 degrees 
to port, and more contain-
ers have reportedly fallen 
overboard, they said.

Indian Coast Guard 
ships Samudra Prahari and 
Sachet are carrying out 
firefighting and boundary 
cooling operations at sea 
to prevent the flames from 
spreading further. Visuals 
shared by the Coast Guard 
showed thick smoke ema-
nating from the vessel as 
its ships carried out fire-
fighting operations.

Meanwhile, Coast Guard 
vessel Samarth, carrying 
a team of salvors, is being 

deployed from Kochi to 
support ongoing efforts.

Earlier, a Defence PRO 
said the Indian Navy ship 
INS Surat disembarked the 
18-member crew of the 
container vessel, which 
caught fire on Monday 
morning, as coordinated 
firefighting operations con-
tinued through the night.

Of the 22 crew members 
on board the vessel, four 
remain untraced.

The rescued crew were 
disembarked at Mangalore 
Port at 11.30 p m on Monday.

Indian Coast Guard 
ships Sachet and Samudra 
Prahari remained engaged 

in firefighting efforts over-
night, he said.

A Coast Guard Dornier 
aircraft took off on Tues-
day morning to conduct 
an aerial survey of the in-
cident site. The major fire 
broke out on board the 
Singapore-flagged ship af-
ter a container explosion. 
Eighteen crew members 
were rescued, while four 
remain missing.

The incident occurred 
at approximately 9.20 am 
IST, around 44 nautical 
miles off Azhikkal in Kan-
nur district of Kerala and 
130 nautical miles north-
west of Kochi.

Fire, explosions continue aboard 
cargo ship off Kerala coast

Fire broke out on a Singapore-flagged ship following a 
container explosion off the Kerala coast

Honeymoon murder: Suspected key 
accused hired goons had close ties

PTI, INDORE/SHILLONG:  
Raj Kushwaha, who alleg-
edly plotted the murder 
of Indore businessman 
Raja Raghuvanshi with the 
latter's wife Sonam dur-
ing their honeymoon in 
Meghalaya, and three oth-
er men hired for executing 
the crime knew each other 
since the past, police offi-
cials said.  

Indore Police also 
claimed Kushwaha, the 
suspected boyfriend of 
Sonam, didn't travel to 
the northeastern state to 
avoid suspicion and went 
about his daily routine.

Despite being a class 
12 pass-out, Kushwaha 
worked as an accountant 
at the furniture sheet unit 
owned by the family of 
Sonam, a resident of the 
Govind Nagar Kharcha 
area in Indore. She used to 
look after the family busi-
ness.

After their wedding on 
May 11 in Indore, Raja 
and Sonam travelled to 

the northeastern state 
for honeymoon. They 
disappeared on May 23, 
hours after checking out 
of a homestay at Nongri-
at village, 20 km from 
where Raja's body was 
found on June 2.

Raja was killed by 
three men allegedly 
hired by Sonam, who 
went 'missing'.

She surfaced in UP's 
Ghazipur on Sunday 
night where she sur-
rendered at the Nand-
ganj police station af-
ter Akash Rajput (19), 
Vishal Singh Chauhan 
(22), and Anand Kurmi 

were arrested from UP 
and Indore and Sagar 
towns.  Raj Singh Kush-
waha (21), the alleged 
conspirator, was arrest-
ed later. 

PTI, IMPHAL: Meitei or-
ganisation Arambai Teng-
gol on Tuesday announced 
that it would relax its 10-
day Manipur bandh call 
given three days ago to 
protest the arrest of a sen-
ior leader of the group as 
well as against lodging of 
cases against by security 
agencies.

Manipur has been wit-
nessing protests for the 
past few days as demon-
strators defied prohibi-
tory orders and clashed 
with security forces across 
several districts of Imphal 
valley demanding uncon-
ditional release of the ar-
rested Arambai Tenggol 
leader Asem Kanan Singh 
and four others.

We had called for a 10-
day bandh, but we are 
relaxing it from today. 
Using Arambai Tenggol's 
name, several anti-social 
elements were engaged 
in unwanted activities in-
cluding physical assaults 
during the period of the 
bandh, PRO of the organi-
zation, Robin Mangang Kh-
wairakpam, told reporters.

Khwairakpam also re-
jected the perception that 
Arambai Tenggol is an 
armed group.

Arambai 
Tenggol 

relaxes bandh 
in Manipur

Chhattisgarh HC gets bomb threat, turns out to be hoax
PTI, BILASPUR: The 
Chhattisgarh High Court, 
located in Bilaspur district, 
has received a bomb threat 
via an anonymous email, 

prompting police to con-
duct a thorough search of 
the premises, officials said 
on Tuesday.

The threat turned out to 

be a hoax as nothing sus-
picious was found after the 
search on Monday, they said.

The email, sent by an 
unidentified person, stated  

“an improvised explosive 
device was planted in the 
high court and we will blow 
it up by 6.45 pm on Mon-
day,” he said.
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