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PTI, KOCHI: A major fire 
broke out on board a Sin-
gapore-flagged ship after 
a container explosion off 
the Kerala coast on Mon-
day, defence sources said. 
Eighteen crew members 
were rescued, while four 
remain missing.

The incident occurred at 
approximately 9.20 am IST, 
around 44 nautical miles 
off Azhikkal in Kannur 
district of Kerala and 130 
nautical miles northwest of 
Kochi.

Defence sources said 
that of the 22 crew mem-
bers on board the Singa-
pore-flagged container 
ship, MV Wan Hai 503, 18 
who had abandoned the 
vessel were rescued by In-
dian Navy and Coast Guard 
assets.

They are being brought 
to Mangaluru Port on the 
Navy ship INS Surat for dis-

embarkation and further 
necessary procedures.

The vessel was enroute 
from Colombo, Sri Lanka 
to Nhava Sheva, Mumbai, 
with an expected time of 
arrival (ETA) on June 10, 
2025.

"The fire rapidly en-
gulfed the mid-section of 
the vessel, which is cur-

rently adrift. Preliminary 
reports suggest that 10–15 
containers have fallen 
overboard," a Coast Guard 
release said.

The crew members in-
clude eight Chinese, six 
Taiwanese, five Myanma-
rese, and three Indonesian 
nationals.

"Following the explo-

sion and escalation of the 
fire, the crew abandoned 
the ship. 18 crew mem-
bers have been rescued, 
while four remain missing. 
A search and rescue oper-
ation is currently under-
way," the release said.

Visuals provided by the 
maritime security agencies 
showed the fire engulfing 
the mid section of the Sin-
gapore-flagged contain-
er vessel measuring 270 
metres in length with a 
draught of 12.5 metres.

The Coast Guard said 
it initiated an immediate 
response, deploying two 
Dornier aircraft equipped 
with life rafts for aerial 
surveillance and situation-
al assessment.

Five ICG ships, including 
specialised firefighting and 
pollution response vessels, 
have been mobilised to the 
incident site.

PTI, GUWAHATI: The 
flood situation in Assam 
remained critical with 
around 2.6 lakh people 
in six districts still suf-
fering from the deluge 
on Monday, even as the 
water levels continued 
to recede in many parts 
of the state, officials 
said.

A senior official of 
the Assam State Dis-
aster Management Au-
thority (ASDMA) told 
PTI that the floodwa-
ters continued to re-
cede in almost all inun-
dated areas, with most 
parts of the state not 
witnessing any rain in 
the last 24 hours.

"If it does not rain 
today, we hope that the 
situation will improve 
considerably in most 
parts of the state," he 
added.

A report, issued by 
the ASDMA on Sunday 
night, said that three 
more people lost their 
lives in Kamrup district, 
and around 2.6 lakh 
people are suffering 
from the deluge across 
six districts.

The total number of 
people who lost their 
lives in this year's flood 
and landslides has in-
creased to 26.

Sribhumi is the worst 

hit with over 1.62 lakh 
people suffering, fol-
lowed by Hailakandi 
with almost 52,000 and 
Cachar with more than 
36,000 reeling under 
floodwaters, it added.

The administration 
has been operating 130 
relief camps and relief 
distribution centres in 
four districts, taking 
care of 24,908 displaced 
people currently.

The authorities have 
distributed 262.2 quin-
tals of rice, 46.02 quin-
tals of dal, 21.2 quintals 
of salt and 2,122.53 
litres of mustard oil 
among the flood victims 
of the state in the last 
24 hours.

At present, 741 vil-
lages are under water 
and 6,311.16 hectares 
of crop areas have been 
damaged across Assam, 
the ASDMA said.

Embankments, roads, 
bridges and other in-
frastructure have been 
damaged by flood wa-
ters in many districts 
across the state.

Currently, no river is 
flowing above the dan-
ger level.

On account of wide-
spread flooding, over 
1,44,597 domestic ani-
mals and poultry are af-
fected across the state. 

Assam flood 
remains critical 2.6 
lakh still affected

PTI, NEW DELHI:  About 
163 cases of the newly 
emerging COVID-19 vari-
ant XFG have been detect-
ed in India so far, accord-
ing to INSACOG data.

  The recombinant XFG 
variant harbours four 
key spike mutations and 
has achieved rapid global 
spread following its ini-
tial detection in Canada, 
according to an article in 
The Lancet journal.

According to data from 
the Indian SARS-CoV-2 
Genomics Consortium 
(INSACOG), the XFG vari-
ant of the COVID-19-caus-
ing virus has been found 
in a total of 163 samples 
-- highest (89) in Mahar-
ashtra, followed by Tamil 
Nadu (16), Kerala (15), 
Gujarat (11), and Andhra 
Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh 
and West Bengal (six 
each).

In May, as many as 159 
samples were detected 
with XFG variant while 
two sam-ples tested for 
this variant in April and 
two in June yet, data 
shows.

India's active Covid case 
tally crossed the 6,000 
mark, with 769 added in 
the last 48 hours, accord-
ing to the Union health 
ministry data released on 
Sunday. 

163 cases of 
newly emerging 

COVID-19 variant 
XFG detected in 
India: INSACOG

Fire erupts on Singapore-flagged 
container vessel off Kerala coast

Thick black smoke billows from Singapore-flagged container 
vessel MV WAN HAI 1503 following an explosion, about 130 
nautical miles northwest of Kerala coas

PTI, CHANDIGARH: A Mo-
hali court on Monday sent 
Punjab-based YouTuber 
Jasbir Singh arrested on 
espionage charges to judi-
cial custody.

Singh was produced 
before the court after the 
completion of this two-day 
police remand. 

 Post his arrest on June 
4, he was sent to three days 
of police remand following 
which it was extended for 
two days.

 Singh's counsel Mohit 
Dhupar said he will be 
produced in court again on 
June 23.

 Jasbir Singh alias Jaan 
Mahal (41), who hails from 
Mahlan Village in Rupna-
gar District, was running 
a YouTube channel "Jaan-
Mahal Video" with over 
11 lakh subscribers, os-
tensibly posting travel and 

cooking vlogs.
 Singh was alleged to be 

in close touch with Harya-
na-based influencer Jyoti 
Malhotra, who is in judicial 
custody on charges of spy-
ing for Pakistan.

 After Singh's arrest, Pun-
jab Police claimed that it 
unearthed a "terror-backed 
espionage network" link-
ing him to Pakistani intelli-
gence and army officials.

 Police said that the You-
Tuber was allegedly spying 
for Pakistan's Inter-Servic-
es Intelligence.

 The accused travelled 
to Pakistan on three occa-
sions including in 2020, 
2021 and 2024, and came 
into direct contact with ISI 
officers, who subsequently 
cultivated and recruited 
him to carry out espionage 
activities within India, po-
lice added.

Espionage case: Punjab 
YouTuber Jasbir sent 
to judicial custody

PTI, KOLKATA: The Cal-
cutta High Court on Mon-
day reserved judgment 
on a petition challenging 
the West Bengal govern-
ment's introduction of 
a scheme for providing 
monetary support to 
non-teaching staff, who 
lost their jobs following a 
Supreme Court order.

Justice Amrita Sinha re-
served judgment on the 
petition, which opposed 
the payment of Rs 25,000 
to Group C and Rs 20,000 
to Group D employees by 
the state.

The West Bengal gov-
ernment had recently 
introduced a scheme to 
provide "limited liveli-
hood, support and social 
security on humanitarian 
ground" on temporary 
basis, subject to orders 
of any competent court, 
to distressed families 
of non-teaching staff in 
Group C and Group D cat-
egories, who were recruit-
ed through the 2016 se-
lection process conducted 
by the WBSSC.

Nearly 26,000 teach-
ing and non-teaching 
staff of West Bengal gov-
ernment-sponsored and 
-aided schools lost their 
jobs following a Supreme 
Court judgment, which 
found the 2016 selection 
process tainted.

Moving the petition by 
some waitlisted candi-
dates for the 2016 hiring 
process, senior advocate 
Bikash Bhattacharya 
asked from where does 
the state derive powers 
to make laws to unsettle a 
Supreme Court judgment 
or that of a high court.

Claiming that the 
scheme is violative of the 
top court order annulling 
the appointments, Bhat-
tacharya said that Article 
162 of the Constitution, 
which categorises the ex-
tent of executive powers 
of the state, is subject to 
the provisions of the Con-
stitution, by which the 
legislature has the power 
to make laws.

He stated that Article 
162 does not empower 
the state to make a scheme 
to frustrate a judgment of 
the Supreme Court.

Bhattacharya prayed 
for intervention of the 
court on this premise and 
sought stay of the scheme.

When the court asked 
whether the state gave 
effect to this notifica-
tion, Advocate General 
Kishore Dutta, repre-
senting the West Bengal 
government, said it has 
been done and one in-
stallment had already 
been released.

Justice Sinha verbal-

ly asked the state not to 
distribute the money at 
present.

Opposing the petition, 
Dutta stated that the wait-
listed candidates, who are 
the petitioners, cannot 
have any grievance in this 
scheme.

He said the petitioners 
should approach the Su-
preme Court since they 
claim that the scheme in 
question violates the or-
der of the apex court. 

Dutta also said the 
scheme is temporary in 
nature, and it refers to 
the review petition before 
the Supreme Court by the 
state over the said judg-
ment.

It also states that the 
scheme will come to an 
end once the apex court 
takes a final decision on 
the petition, he said.

The West Bengal gov-
ernment and the School 
Service Commission have 
filed respective review pe-
titions over the judgment, 
annulling the 25,753 ap-
pointments, before the 
Supreme Court.

Bhattacharya submit-
ted that after cancella-
tion of the appointments, 
all candidates come to 
the same footing, and as 
such, the locus standi of 
the petitioners cannot 
be challenged.

School jobs: Cal HC reserves 
judgment on plea over monetary 

support to non-teaching staff


