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APCC President Gaurav 
Gogoi speaks to the 
media during the one-
day special session of 
the Assam Legislative 
Assembly, in Guwahati

Bihar Chief Minister 
Nitish Kumar inspects the 
ongoing work to revive the 
old stream of the Ganga 
riveri n Bakhtiyarpur, in 
Patna

Chief of Army Staff 
General Upendra 
Dwivedi during a visit to 
forward posts to review 
security and operational 
readiness, in Uttarakhand

Jammu and Kashmir 
Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha speaks during 
distribution of assistive 
devices to specially-abled 
persons in Jammu

PTI, BENGALURU: Kar-
nataka High Court on 
Monday said that it will 
hear on June 10 the pe-
titions of Royal Chal-
lengers Bengaluru and 
DNA Entertainment Pvt 
Ltd challenging criminal 
cases against them in the 
stadium stampede inci-
dent. 

The stampede near M 
Chinnaswamy Stadium, 
which occurred on June 4, 
claimed 11 lives.

On Monday, RCB and 
DNA Entertainment filed 
separate petitions chal-
lenging FIRs against them.

Royal Challengers 
Sports Limited (RCSL), 
owner of Royal Challeng-
ers Bangalore (RCB), has 
contended that it has been 
falsely implicated in the 
case.

According to the peti-
tion, RCSL claimed that it 
had clearly communicated 
on social media that only 
limited passes were avail-
able. It also said that even 
for free passes, pre-regis-
tration was mandatory for 
entry.

Stadium stampede: K’taka 
HC to hear RCB plea

DK SHIVAKUMAR; LESSONS TO BE LEARNT, 
MAY COME UP WITH AN ACT FOR GATHERINGS 
PTI, NEW DELHI: Karnataka Deputy Chief 
Minister DK Shivakumar on Monday said 
the state has learnt lessons from the recent 
stampede and is considering bringing in an act 
to manage future public gatherings. "There are 
lessons to be learned. We will come out with a 
plan, we have policies for future crowds also. 
We have to come out with an act, that is what 
we are also looking for. Itz is a lesson which 
we have to learn," Shivakumar told reporters 
after meeting Municipal Corporation of Delhi 
Mayor Raja Iqbal Singh. Attacking opposition 
parties criticising the Congress-led Karnataka 
government, he said, "They are politicising the 
dead bodies. I am sorry for them." On June 4, 
the celebrations for the RCB's first-ever IPL 
win turned tragic as 11 people died and more 
than 56 were injured in a stampede outside 
the Chinnaswamy Stadium. Since the incident, 
a political slugfest is underway with the oppo-
sition BJP targeting the Congress-led govern-
ment for not handling the situation properly.

It alleged that stadi-
um gates, which were 
supposed to open at 
1.45 pm, were actual-
ly opened only at 3 pm, 

causing a crowd surge.
Meanwhile, DNA said 

in its petition that the 
incident occurred due to 
failure of crowd manage-

ment by the police. It also 
claimed that most police 
personnel were posted at 
the Vidhana Soudha, leav-
ing the stadium under-
staffed despite a surging 
crowd.

Advocate General Sha-
shikiran Shetty requested 
the court to hear all the pe-
titions pertaining to stam-

pede case together on June 
10. The court agreed to give 
time to file objections. 

PTI, THIRUVANAN-
THAPURAM: The MSC IRI-
NA, currently the world's 
largest container ship by ca-
pacity, arrived at the Vizhin-
jam International Seaport 
here on Monday morning, 
port officials said.

The vessel, with a length 
of 399.9 metres and a width 
of 61.3 metres – approxi-
mately four times longer 
than a standard FIFA-des-
ignated football pitch – is 
expected to remain berthed 
until Tuesday.

The vessel arrived at 
Vizhinjam at 8 am on Mon-
day, receiving a traditional 
water salute on arrival.

The arrival of the MSC IRI-
NA marks a major step for-
ward for the new deepwater 
port, which was formally in-
augurated by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi on May 2.

With a carrying capacity 
of 24,346 TEUs, the massive 
ship is a striking symbol of the 
growing scale of global trade 
and India's rising role in it.

Kerala Chief Minister Pi-
narayi Vijayan hailed the 
arrival of MSC IRINA at 

Vizhinjam International 
Seaport as a proud and his-
toric moment for the state.

"Kerala welcomes MSC 
IRINA, the largest contain-
er ship to call at any South 
Asian port, with immense 
pride," he said in a post on X.

"Measuring 399.9m 
in length and 61.3m in 
width, with a capacity of 
24,346 TEUs, her arriv-
al at @PortOfVizhinjam  
marks a historic moment. 

A proud milestone that 
underscores our port's stra-
tegic global role and galva-
nises our collective dream of 
growth," Vijayan said.

Designed specifically to fa-
cilitate the transportation of 
large volumes of containers 
between Asia and Europe, 
the MSC IRINA is pivotal in 
enhancing trade routes and 
logistics efficiency, accord-
ing to a port release.

This vessel makes its 
maiden visit to a South 
Asian port, highlighting 
Vizhinjam's capabilities 
in handling Ultra-Large 
Container Vessels (UL-
CVs), it said. 

World’s largest 
container ship docks 

at Vizhinjam port

PTI, SUKMA:  An ad-
ditional superintendent 
was killed and two oth-
er police offic-ers were 
injured when an Impro-
vised Explosive Device 
(IED) planted by Naxal-
ites exploded in Chhattis-
garh's Sukma district on 
Monday, police said.

Chief Minister Vishnu 
Deo Sai expressed grief 
over the death of Addi-
tional Super-intendent of 
Police (Konta Division) 
Akash Rao Girepunje in 
the blast and said Naxal-
ites will have to face its 
consequences.

State's Deputy Chief 

Minister Vijay Sharma, 
who also holds the home 
portfolio, said Girepunje, 
a 2013-batch state police 
service officer, was mar-
tyred in the blast. 

Naxalites should shun 
violence, join the main-
stream and contribute to 
the devel-opment of the 
society, he said.

The incident took place 
near Dondra village on 
Konta-Errabor road when 
the ASP and other per-
sonnel were out on foot 
patrolling after receiving 
inputs that an earth-mov-
er machine was torched 
by Naxalites in the area, 

an official said.
When police personnel 

reached the spot, an IED 
exploded, causing inju-
ries to ASP Girepunje, Sub 
Divisional Officer of Po-
lice (SDOP- Konta area) 
Bhanupratap Chandrakar 
and Station House Officer 
of Konta police station In-
spector Sonal Gwala, he 
said.

 All the injured person-
nel were shiftd to Konta 
Hospital for initial treat-
ment, he said.

"Girepunje had sus-
tained serious injuries 
after coming under direct 
impact of the blast. 

Senior cop dead 2 hurt in 
Chhattisgarh IED blast

Water salute being given to MSC Irina, the worlds largest 
container vessel, upon its arrival at the Vizhinjam International 
Seaport Limited (VISL), in Thiruvananthapuram


