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VANISHING ACT

Team Herald

PONDA: Farmers from 
Cuncoliem in the Ve-
l i n g - P r i o l - C u n c o l i e m 
Panchayat area, part of 
the Priol constituency in 
Ponda taluka, are rejoicing 
over a bumper pineapple 
harvest this year, despite 
facing multiple challenges 
including wild animals and 
delayed flowering due to 
weather conditions.

Cuncoliem, famously 
known as the “Pineapple 
Village”, lies on the slopes 
near the Kundaim Indus-
trial Estate and is also 

renowned for its agricul-
ture and horticulture. The 
region boasts of Jayo (jas-
mine) flowers from Mar-
dol, noted for their strong 
fragrance, and pineapples 

celebrated for their deli-
cious taste. These, along 
with other fruits and veg-
etables, are often sold by 
local farmers along the 
Mardol bypass on the Pon-

da–Panaji highway.
Jaynath Naik, a pineap-

ple grower from the vil-
lage, shared that this year’s 
harvest has been excep-
tionally good. “Most of our 
customers are local Goans 
who know the quality of 
pineapples grown here. We 
get satisfactory prices rang-
ing from Rs 100 to Rs 150 
depending on the size,” he 
said. Naik added that while 
some outsiders attempt to 
cash in on Cuncoliem’s rep-
utation by selling their own 
pineapples, local buyers 
can distinguish between 
genuine village-grown pro-

duce and others.
Naik and his wife ex-

pressed their happiness at 
the harvest, though they 
noted the difficulties faced 
due to wild animals. “Wild 
bison, monkeys, and wild 
boars often destroy our 
crops, and we are forced 
to keep night vigils to drive 
them away. Some villag-
ers even purchase costly 
firecrackers and fireworks 
to scare off the animals,” 
he said. He added that the 
harvest was delayed by a 
month this year.

Vinod Naik, another 
local farmer, explained, 

“Pineapple usually takes 
a year to mature, with the 
harvest ready by April. But 
last year’s delayed rains 
caused late flowering. De-
spite having to clean the 
pineapple bagayats in Au-
gust-September to remove 
weeds and facing adverse 
weather conditions, we’ve 
still managed a bumper 
crop by May.”

The successful harvest 
has brought smiles to the 
faces of Cuncoliem’s farm-
ing community, reaffirm-
ing the village’s status as 
Goa’s cherished ‘Pineapple 
Village’.

Bumper crop brings smiles to farmers in 
Cuncoliem’s ‘Pineapple Village’

Locals overcome wild animal menace and weather challenges to reap sweet reward

Another crash sparks fresh demand for 
streetlights on Arlem-Nuvem bypass
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MARGAO:  Another serious 
accident in the early hours 
of last Friday, has reignited 
urgent calls for the instal-
lation of streetlights along 
the notoriously dangerous 
Arlem-Nuvem bypass. 

At around 3 am, a driv-
er sustained injuries after 
crashing on the pitch-dark, 
5-kilometer stretch — a 
road that has become a 
well-known hazard for 
night time commuters.

Local residents and com-
muters have long raised 
concerns about the lack of 
basic infrastructure on this 
critical bypass, which con-
nects the busy junctions of 
Arlem and Nuvem in South 
Goa. With zero illumina-
tion after dusk, drivers 
are forced to navigate in 
near-total darkness, signif-
icantly increasing the risk 
of collisions, particularly 
involving speeding vehicles 
and poorly visible road con-
ditions.

“This was completely 
preventable,” said Siddesh 
Bhagat, a resident who 
rushed to help at the scene. 
“We’ve been asking for 

lights for years. How many 
more people need to get 
hurt before someone finally 
acts?”

The Arlem-Nuvem by-
pass sees heavy daily traf-
fic, including commercial 

vehicles, two-wheelers, and 
buses. Yet, despite its im-
portance, no visible efforts 
have been made to improve 
lighting or road safety. Mul-
tiple accidents — some fa-
tal — have been reported 

over the past few years, 
often occurring in the late 
evening or early morning 
hours.

Local civic groups and 
residents have submitted 
numerous petitions, met 
with elected represent-
atives, and even staged 
peaceful demonstrations 
demanding action. Howev-
er, their appeals have large-
ly gone unanswered, leav-
ing the community feeling 
ignored and vulnerable.

The latest accident has 
once again highlighted the 
urgent need for immediate 
intervention. Streetlights 
are a basic necessity on 
any major road, and their 
absence on such a busy 
stretch is both negligent 
and dangerous.

Citizens are now renew-
ing their demand for au-
thorities to prioritize the 
safety of this bypass. It is a 
matter not just of conveni-
ence, but of life and death.

Without swift action, 
the Arlem-Nuvem bypass 
may continue to claim 
lives — lives that could 
be saved with something 
as simple as proper 
lighting.
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CALANGUTE: Calangute: 
The Saligao-Pilerne road, 
which has remained 
closed to traffic for the 
past two weeks, will be 
reopened in a few days, 
Saligao MLA KedarNaik 
announced 

on Friday, June 6. The 
road had sustained sig-
nificant damage due to 
heavy rainfall following 
the early onset of the 
monsoon. In addition, it 
was recently excavated 
for the laying of electric-
ity cables and has been 
awaiting repairs.

“We started concreting 
the road on Wednesday. 
The repairs had started 
in May but got delayed 
due to the pre-monsoon 
rains. Once the concret-
ing is done, we're putting 
pavers and in a few days 
it should be completed. 
This is a temporary ar-
rangement to provide re-
lief during the monsoon. 
Once the rainy season is 

over, we will undertake 
proper hot-mixing of the 
road,” Naik stated.

Meanwhile, on Thursday, 
Congress workers staged 
a protest at the PWD of-
fice in Mapusa, where they 
submitted a memorandum 
alleging deliberate negli-
gence in road repairs. Ac-
cording to them, the road 
is being intentionally left in 
a damaged state to incon-
venience industries at the 
Pilerne Industrial Estate, 
thereby creating an oppor-
tunity to solicit bribes for 
its repair.

“Why is the road be-
ing dug again and again? 
This is the question on 
people's minds. In three 
months, two tenders 
were taken to dig and 
repair the road and even 
then no repairs have been 
done. It looks like they 
only want to take tenders 
for the same road and 
waste taxpayers’ money,” 
said AtulNaik, president 
of the Saligao Congress 
Block Committee.

Saligao-Pilerne road 
to re-open soon, says 
MLA amid allegations 

of mismanagement

A luxury car 
crashed on the 
Siolim link road 
last night, with the 
occupants fleeing 
after removing the 
number plates—
seemingly to delay 
identification. 
Herald had flagged 
the dangers of this 
winding stretch in 
Monday’s Citizen 
Herald, highlighting 
frequent drag 
races and risky 
driving. With no 
arrangement yet 
by the authorities 
to block the wide 
gap, villagers living 
at both ends of the 
link road fear for the 
lives of the hundreds 
of school children 
who walk to school 
and back everyday.

Police conducting panchanama at the accident site

Goa’s tree cover shrinks by over 22% 
in 12 yrs: Central govt report

Union Ministry report flags alarming environmental trends, including declining forest 
cover, rising hazardous waste, and worsening sanitation in Goa
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PANJIM: Goa has wit-
nessed a significant de-
cline in its tree cover over 
the past decade, according 
to the latest data released 
by the Union Ministry of 
Statistics and Programme 
Implementation (MoSPI) 
in its EnviStats India 2025: 
Environment Statistics  
report.

The data reveals that 
Goa’s tree cover, which 
stood at 334 sq km in 
2010–11, has dropped to 
258 sq km in 2021–22 — 
a reduction of 76 sq km 
or approximately 22.75 
per cent over a span of 12 

years.
The year-wise figures 

indicate a steady decline: 
325 sq km in 2013–14, 323 
sq km in 2015–16, drop-

ping more significantly 
to 272 sq km in 2017–18, 
then to 260 sq km in 2019–
20, and finally to 258 sq km 
in 2021–22.

Among other Goa-spe-
cific highlights, the report 
notes a marginal decline in 
forest cover from 2,267.22 
sq km in 2021 to 2,265.72 

sq km in 2023.
The State's fish produc-

tion also saw a decrease 
from 140.31 tonnes in 
2022–23 to 135.73 tonnes 
in 2023–24. The fisherfolk 
population across 41 fish-
ing villages in Goa is re-
corded at 12,651.

Hazardous waste gen-
eration, as per annual re-
turns (measured in Met-
ric Tonnes per Annum or 
MTA), increased signifi-
cantly from 28,484 MTA to 
44,873 MTA.

The report also high-
lighted pressing concerns 
regarding sanitation, with 
3.7 per cent of households 
lacking access to proper fa-

cilities or resorting to open 
defecation. The slum popu-
lation in the State stands at 
2.89 per cent.

In terms of climate-re-
lated incidents, eight lives 
were lost in Goa due to nat-
ural extreme events during 
2023–24, with 290 houses 
reported damaged. Provi-
sional figures for 2024–25 
indicate four lives lost and 
damage to 696 houses.

The area under organic 
farming registered with 
accredited certification 
bodies is 21,960.97 hec-
tares, of which 12,287.40 
hectares are under cultiva-
tion and 9,673.57 hectares 
under wild collection.

TREE COVER DECLINE  
IN (SQ KM)

 2010–11: 334
 2013–14: 325
 2015–16: 323
 2017–18: 272
 2019–20: 260
 2021–22: 258

TOTAL DECLINE: 76 SQ KM
FOREST COVER (SQ KM)

 2021: 2,267.22
 2023: 2,265.72
 Change: -1.5 sq km

FISH PRODUCTION (TONNES)
 2022–23: 140.31
 2023–24: 135.73
 Change: -4.58 tonnes

FISHERFOLK 
POPULATION

 Across 41 vil-
lages: 12,651

HAZARDOUS WASTE GENERATION
 Earlier: 28,484
 Now: 44,873
 Increase: +16,389 MTA
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PANJIM: In a move aimed 
at strengthening com-
munity engagement and 
addressing public con-
cerns, the Office of the 
Superintendent of Police 
(SP), North Goa, has an-
nounced a series of Pub-
lic Grievance Redressal 
sessions to be held across 
various police stations 
from June 14 to June 28.

According to an official 
circular, these sessions 
will be led by SP North Ra-
hul Gupta (IPS) along with 
the Sub-Divisional Police 
Officers (SDPOs) of the re-
spective subdivisions.

“SDPOs are instructed 
to hear the grievances 
put before them and 
should make all possi-
ble efforts to solve their 
grievances and give 
them timely solutions or 
justice. SDPOs are also 
instructed to maintain a 

N Goa Police to hold 
grievance redressal 

sessions from June 14
record of visitors attended 
by them and follow up on 
the action suggested or di-
rections issued,” the circular 
stated.

The initiative will cover 
key police stations including 
Panaji, Mapusa, Porvorim, 
Bicholim, Anjuna, Calangute, 
Saligao, among others.

In addition, all Police In-
spectors (PIs) at the respec-
tive police stations will be 
available daily from 4 pm 
to 6 pm to attend to pub-
lic grievances. SDPOs have 
been specifically directed to 
ensure proper hearing of all 
complaints, provide timely 
solutions, and maintain de-
tailed records of these inter-
actions.
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MARGAO: Konkan Railway 
has rolled out a compre-
hensive monsoon safety 
plan and schedule, effective 
from June 15 to October 20, 
to ensure passenger safety 
and minimise disruption 
during the heavy rains.

In a statement, the Kon-
kan Railway administra-
tion said that loco pilots 
have been instructed to 
maintain train speeds at 40 
kmph during heavy rainfall 
and poor visibility condi-
tions. Additionally, train 
services will be temporari-
ly suspended if water accu-
mulation on tracks exceeds 
100 mm, resuming only 
once the water recedes to 

safe levels.
Ahead of the monsoon, 

extensive preparations 
have been made. Drainage 
systems have been cleaned 
and inspected, and land-
slide-prone areas have un-
dergone detailed surveys. 
A dedicated team of 636 
patrolling personnel is ac-
tively monitoring vulnera-
ble zones to detect and re-
spond to potential hazards 
promptly.

Emergency response 
systems are fully opera-
tional, with excavators and 
accident relief wagons sta-
tioned strategically at Rat-
nagiri, Chiplun, Verna, and 
Kankavli to ensure quick 
mobilisation in case of in-
cidents.

Konkan Railway 
implements monsoon 

safety measures
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