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The silent chess
revolution: Time
to make smart
moves

Q silent revolution is transforming India, where the

ancient game of chaturanga, born on these shores,

is propelling the nation to global chess domi-
nance. In 2025, India has achieved a historic milestone:
four grandmasters—D. Gukesh (No. 4, Elo 2782.3), Ar-
jun Erigaisi (No. 5, Elo 2772.6), R. Praggnanandhaa (No.
7, Elo 2765.9), and Aravindh Chithambaram (No. 10,
Elo 2753.5)—have secured spots in the world’s top 10
live FIDE ratings. Meanwhile, seven-year-old Evan An-
tonio Telles from Goa has clinched the National Under-7
Chess Championship with a stunning 8.5/9 score, em-
bodying the grassroots talent fuelling this surge. This
revolution, rooted in intellect and resilience, positions
India not just as a chess powerhouse but as a beacon of
human potential in an Al-driven era.

This ascent is no fluke but the fruit of decades of ef-
fort, sparked by Viswanathan Anand, India’s first Grand-
master and five-time world champion. From Chennai,
Anand’s success in the 1980s ignited a chess movement
that has spread to every corner of the country, from Ta-
mil Nadu’s academies to Goa’s emerging hubs. His tri-
umphs dismantled the Russian monopoly once defined
by epic battles like Fischer vs. Spassky and Karpov vs.
Korchnoi. Today, Anand’s legacy lives in prodigies like
Gukesh, the youngest undisputed World Champion at
18, and Aravindh, whose
recent victories over gi-
ants like Hikaru Naka-
mura and Alireza Firou-
zja mark his resurgence.
India’s chess ecosystem,
bolstered by the All In-
dia Chess Federation and
local associations, now
supports 85 Grandmas-
ters and eight players
above 2700 Elo, including
veterans like Anand (Elo
2743).

Chaturanga, India’s gift
to the world, has come
full circle. With four play-
ers in the global top 10,
India’'s dominance is a
fitting reclamation of its
chess heritage. Yet, this
revolution extends beyond elite achievements. Evan
Telles’s triumph in Odisha, supported by Goa’s Chess
Guru Academy, reflects a nationwide chess culture
thriving in schools and local clubs. This grassroots
fervour aligns with India’s evolving sports landscape.
While cricket reigns, athletes like Neeraj Chopra, who
recently crossed 90 metres in javelin, prove India’s
global prowess. However, chess offers a unique oppor-
tunity: unlike physical sports, it leverages brainpower,
where India excels, as seen in Indian children’s spelling
bee dominance.

In today’s Al-driven world, chess emerges as a vital
counterbalance. As artificial intelligence automates
repetitive intellectual tasks, there’s growing concern
that overdependence could erode human cognitive
stamina. Chess, demanding sustained strategic think-
ing, offers a remedy. Introducing it widely in schools
could nurture critical thinking and resilience, ensur-
ing future generations retain their intellectual edge.
India, with its chess revolution, is ideally positioned
to lead this charge, fostering minds that thrive along-
side Al, not in its shadow.

Yet, challenges persist. Chess players, unlike cricket-
ers, rarely enjoy comparable fame or funding. Magnus
Carlsen, while praising Gukesh’s “fantastic” rise, noted
flaws in young talents’ games, highlighting the need for
sustained support. India must bolster its prodigies with
sponsorships, international exposure, and tournaments
like the upcoming Freestyle Chess Grand Slam Tour in
Delhi. Goa, in particular, should champion talents like
Evan, facilitating travel to events like the World Under-7
Championship.

This silent revolution thrives on dedication, not fan-
fare. From Anand’s trailblazing to Gukesh’s world title,
from Evan’s national gold to four grandmasters in the
top 10, India is redefining chess. In an era where Al re-
shapes intellect, chess offers a path to preserve human
brilliance. By investing in its players—through schools,
sponsorships, and global platforms—India can ensure
this revolution endures, proving that the nation’s great-
est move is yet to come.

Chaturanga, India’s gift
to the world, has come
full circle. With four
players in the global top
10, India’s dominance
is a fitting reclamation
of its chess heritage.
Yet, this revolution
extends beyond elite
achievements. Evan
Telles's triumph in
Odisha, supported
by Goa’s Chess Guru
Academy, reflects a
nationwide chess culture
thriving in schools and
local clubs

Antonio Guterres @antonio-
guterres

The ocean covers most of our
planet & sustains all of it. But
today, the ocean needs our
help. The distress signals are
clear: from plastic-choked
waters to loss of marine eco-
systems, from rising temper-
atures to rising seas. We must
sustain what sustains us.

Pope Leo XIV @Pontifex
May the strong wind of the
Spirit come upon us and
within us, open the bor-
ders of our hearts, grant us
the grace to encounter God,
enlarge the horizons of our
love, and sustain our efforts
to build a world in which
peace reigns.

M4 Twitter World

Mourning over the loss
of green cover

of ECO zone-1 and 26.29%
(116,34,42,300m2) of ecoz-
one-2 will have to far outweigh
the interest of private owners.”
The provisions 16B, 17(2) and
39A to the TCP Act were all
designed to sell what is left of
Goa. The ‘case-to-case basis’
changes were always seen as
‘suitcase-to-suitcase basis’"

With the old conquest areas
reaching saturation points, the
new conquest areas are now
the target of land mafia. The
High Court had clearly ruled
that conversions were not in
public interest but concerned
with the interest of private
land owners. The High Court
did not mince words when it
said that almost all conver-
sions were from paddy fields,
natural cover, no development
zones, and orchards. Even be-
fore the Supreme Court could
consider the High Court judge-
ment on Sec. 17(2), TCP has
now approved one lakh sq.
mts. of orchard and natural
cover, despite the challenge
to the provision of Sec. 39A
pending before the High Court,
with over 69000 sq. mts. from
Parcem village in Pernem talu-
ka. To hell with public interest
and Goa!

Traditionally there has not

CLEOFATO
ALMEIDA
COUTINHO

The provisions
16B, 17(2) and
39A to the TCP
Act were all
designed to sell
what is left of
Goa. The ‘case-
to-case basis’
changes were
always seen as
‘suitcase-to-
suitcase basis’

down the rules and guidelines
of the controversial Sec. 17(2)
of the TCP Act, it was felt that
the government shall find some
sense in what the civil society
hasbeen saying. The High Court
was loud and clear... “It cannot
be forgotten that a change of
zone directly has an effect on a
planned development and that

too in

tem which is as fragile as Goa.
The environment concerns in
a region like Goa which has
54.06%

here is no light at the end
Tof the tunnel. It has been

nearly two decades that
Goans have been fighting for
the preservation of what is left
of Goa. The latest news is that
Goa has lost over one fifth of
its tree cover in the last dec-
ade. Goans managed to scrap
the Regional Plan 2011 but the
Machiavellian legislative meas-
ures brought in to dismantle
the idea of Goa through provi-
sions like 16B, 17(2) and 39A
have undermined the spirited
fight by the civil society from
2006 onwards.

The loss of tree cover is due
to the increased development
pressures. The development
in our State is increasing con-
cretisation and building of
real estate housing projects
for second homes for the rich
and elite from other parts of
the country without any re-
gard to the requirements of
the local people. Housing is
beyond the reach of the local
population.

Though courts can never re-
place public movements in a
democracy, tired of fighting on
the streets, civil society groups
now find solace in some High
Court verdicts. After a division
bench o

f the High Court struck
S ——

respect of an ecosys-

(188,59,43,700m2)

been much opposition to the
type of development that Goa
has seen in the last two dec-
ades in the old conquest areas.
As the landscape in the old con-
quest areas is now dismantled
like never before, the opposi-
tion is growing but there has
not been a reversal of the de-
struction of the countryside, as
the people in the new conquest
areas are more dependent on
the government largesse than
the people in the old conquests.
The unemployment levels in

the pit.

Bicholim.

the State is a great factor that
makes the young depend on
the government, mainly for
lowly paid jobs.

Why is the government not
responsive to the people and
the courts? In a democracy, the
working of any government
has to be completely transpar-
ent where citizens question
the policies of the government
and whether they are in the
interest of the people and the
State. There is neither display
of reasoning nor any maturi-
ty in the spate of conversions
since 2017. The present targets
are Pernem and Bicholim talu-
kas in the old conquest areas
which provide hills, valleys and
the required green cover to the
State. The loss of forest cover is
higher in North Goa. The State
is becoming a poor image of
itself. Who is bothered about
Goa and its image as long as
Goans can be managed at elec-
tion time and that has put us in

It is sheer nonsense that
when there is a demand for
reversal of loss of tree cover
and protection of remaining
forest cover, the forest minis-
ter who presided over the loss
of over 1/5th of the tree cov-
er now tells us that even cit-
ies will get forests in high FSI
building. That is the power of
two constituencies in Sattari
taluka with some influence in

Democracy is reduced to
electoral victories in this land
of election.
neither responsive nor both-
ered about the society and its
people. Electoral victory is seen
as equivalent to handing of
power to the elected as though
the electorate has empowered
the elected to make all choices
for them. There is no dialogue
between the electorate and the
elected to find solutions accept-
able to all and people are seen
as hurdles in the path of what
they perceive as development.
The government is aware that
the electorate is dependent on
the government on one scheme
or the other and those who do
not buckle under submission
can always be dealt with by the
State machinery through one
or more FIRs.

(The writer is a political
thinker who taught
constitutional laws for over

people’sedit

drowsy.

fered to us.

The elected are

remained.

three decades)

TREES IN OUR LIVES

any people are concerned about pollu-

tion these days. Political bigwigs, after
confirming the necessary publicity, collect
garbage from beaches, water bodies, and oth-
er areas, and urge people to keep the environ-
ment clean. Trees have become sacred and
their felling is considered a sacrilege.

In the past, every house in my village had
several coconut, cashew, and mango trees in
the compound. Their dry leaves and twigs
were used as fuel in hearths. During the win-
ter, the entire family huddled around bon-
fires and narrated tales till someone became

Tall coconut trees carried bunches of nuts
of different ages. Some were rented to the lo-
cal toddy shop, whose employees extracted
toddy from the unopened flower-pods.

Every village had traditional tree climb-
ers. A bare-chested climber, carrying a long
bamboo pole as a ladder, visited each house
at regular intervals. He had a machete to cut
coconuts and dry leaves from trees. We, the
children, would assemble near the tree, pick
the scattered coconuts and dump them in one
place. Some tender coconuts were cut open
and the sweet water and the soft kernel of-

Another favourite tree was the cashew tree
standing at a corner of the compound. The
children spent most of their time under it.
The sprawling tree had some branches over
the paddy field in front of the house. Although
the farmer fenced off the field, children would
break through it whenever a fruit fell there,
and some crops were damaged in the process.
Our parents were requested to cut off those
branches, but they never did. We also tied
rope swings from the low branches and used
to swing for long hours in the shade.

No one dared to climb the cashew tree
as it was infested with red ants. Those who
climbed trees were attacked by the ants, forc-
ing them to climb down in a hurry. Even dare-
devils who boasted the ants would not bite
them as their bodies were covered with ash-
es would not last long on the tree. The ants
were ineffective against squirrels and crows
that pecked at the ripe fruits. Sometimes the
crows would pluck the cashew apples and
fly to a nearby coconut tree, consuming the
fruits there at leisure. Children scouting the
grounds would pick up the remnants of fruits
with nuts at the end. They would put the nuts
in their pockets after throwing away the rem-
nants of fruits.

All mango trees were of native origin. They
grew tall and provided mangoes of different
varieties, used for specific purposes. The ten-
der mangoes of some were used as pickles,
while the fruits of some other trees were pre-
served in salty water in big ‘Chinese’ jars and
used for the entire year. Some mangoes were
colourful and sweet from their tender stage.
They were strongly attached to the trees.
Crows and squirrels that tried to detach them
from the trees always failed and had to eat
parts of the hanging mangoes until the nuts

When [ visit my native village now, I feel sad
to see that most of the trees have disappeared
as the village turned into a modern town.

K S S PILLAI

Be cautious while
vacationing

Vacationing is an integral part of :
our lives, and that too enjoying :
in Goa, is something incredible. :
Furthermore, domestic as well :
as international tourists are like
a signature aspect of our tourism :

culture in Goa.

Evidently, with the monsoon :
swinging in action, the tourists
ought to be cautious pertaining
to the strong currents. A distinc- :
tive element though, especially :
during monsoon -- the sea turns :
rough and energetic! However, :
while vacationing in Goa and at :
their leisure time, the tourists :
often get drunk and venture into
the rough sea. While others are :
occupied and distracted with
capturing moments unsafely on :
Subsequently, :
they always meet a flavourless :
encounter of watery grave. As !
a matter of fact, we need to get :
ourselves educated by prioritis- :
ing safety over selfies. In accord- :
ance with it, we need to choose
a safe spot for taking selfies or
a no danger zone. Additionally, :
be cautious of sea waves, heed :
warning signs and avoid risky
behaviours, like venturing into :
the sea waters. Creating a safe :
welcoming atmosphere in one’s :
vacation can infuse a touch of el- :
egance while vacationing in Goa.
Definitely you will depart to your :
home with a heart full of joy and

slippery rocks.

lifetime memories.

Joseph Savio Desouza, :
Rajasthan :

Carrying capacity
study panels

As mega real estate projects con- :
tinue to face stiff resistance from :
residents at gram sabhas across
Goa, several NGOs are reported- :
ly challenging the oft-repeated :
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claim by panchayats that they
are powerless to stop these mega
projects.

i the Town and Country Planning
(TCP) Department,
and Development Authorities
(PDAs), NGOs and activists ar-
gue that panchayats do have the
authority and responsibility to
check if the projects are in the in-
terest of their respective village.
Itis argued that while TCP per-
missions are granted on techni-
cal grounds, it is the responsibil-
ity of the panchayat, which is the
licencing authority to conduct
thorough on-site verification and
ensure that the project complies
with all the norms. Itis pertinent
to note that Chicalim Panchayat
became the first panchayat in
Goa to launch a ‘Carrying Capac-
ity Study Committee’. A commit-
tee consisting of all elected mem-

of each ward has reportedly been
formed to deliberate, plan, exe-
cute and measure the carrying
capacity of the entire areas fall-
ing under Chicalim Panchayat.
Earlier, the gram sabha had

of the entire village. Carrying ca-
© along way in conducting proper

of infrastructure needs, popula-
: tion load, pollution load, electric-
¢ ity capacity needed, water needs,
i garbage management, sewage
: management needs,
roads infrastructure, etc. Such
‘Carrying Capacity Study Com-
mittees’ need to be formed in
each and every village panchayat
in the State in order to keep a

Despites permission issued by

Plannin Bengaluru stampede
i There have been many recent :
: stampedes in
: from Kumbh Mela, Lairai Devi in
¢ Shirgao and now the latest one in
i Bengaluru.

. check on all projects coming up
¢ in the respective villages.

Adelmo Fernandes, Vasco

India starting

If you look minutely, what you

From the safety aspect of the

i public, it is advisable not to at-
: tend such events because there
¢ is nothing more important than
i your own life and no event or-
i ganiser can give you your life
¢ back.
passed a resolution to carry outa
detailed carrying capacity study :

; ¢ villa . ‘Unfair’ selection trials
pacity studies will reportedly go

i The 22football academies in Goa
planning for the village in terms :
¢ ious age categories, but do not
: mention if admissions to the
i academy are free of cost or fees
i have to be paid.

internal :
i he will be called in private and
i asked to pay admission fees. :
¢ Firstly, I wonder if the academy
: owners are aware of this prac-
 tice. Secondly, this practice is to-

Matias Lobo, Tivim

advertise selection trials for var-

After a player gets selected,

If there is a mention of fees in

meant for non-Goan players

. Goa's chess prodigy

Despite facing higher-rated

: opponents from various States,
¢ Evan navigated the champion-
¢ ship with remarkable precision,
¢ demonstrating maturity
i strategic prowess well beyond
¢ his years. His success is a testa- :
: ment to his dedication, guidance :
: from his mother, Jean, and the :
i unwavering support of the Sal- :
i cete Taluka Chess Association.

and

On his return to Goa, Evan

i was met with a warm reception
i from the Goa Chess Association
i team and a jubilant crowd of :

. well-wishers, eager to celebrate
i his incredible achievement. This
i enthusiastic
i scores the pride his victory has
i instilled in the local community
_ tally unfair and non-transparent :
i as Goan parents working in other :
i parts of the country bring their
: sons for trials to Goa with high :
¢ hopes of getting them nurtured :
¢ in the academy.

welcome under-

and the growing recognition of
chess as a sport that deserves

i greater encouragement and in-

stitutional support.

While national newspapers

¢ and local tabloids widely covered
¢ his triumph, the conspicuous ab-
¢ the trial advertisements itself, [ :
: am sure no Goan parent would
¢ bring their ward for such trials
i which also gives me an impres-
: : sion that these academies are
i can see is that the number of :
i people gathered in the particular
¢ venue is much more than what is
i controllable. Hence, people start :
¢ pushing and shoving each other :
{ to enter/exit the venue without
i considering that they are walk-
: ing over their fellow human be- :
¢ ings and killing them. The organ-
i isers of such events try to wash
: their hands off like in Shirgao
: when they should be arrested
i like in Bengaluru.

bers and one nominated member

sence of regional television net-

i works at the event was a missed

opportunity to amplify recogni-

¢ tion for budding talent. In an era
¢ where media plays a crucial role
: ¢ in shaping young prodigies’ jour-
: whose parents can easily afford :
: to pay any such fees albeit for
i reasons other than football.
Praxy Fernandes, Sankhali :

neys, greater visibility could in-
spire more promising players to

i emerge from Goa’s vibrant chess

community.
Business houses, too, have

¢ the power to uplift young talent.
¢ Corporate initiatives like Mahin-
Goa celebrated a historic mo-
i ment in chess as seven-year-old
: Evan Telles clinched the pres- :
i tigious title at the 38th National
i U-7 Open Chess Championship :
i 2025 at Odisha recently. His :
i outstanding performance, scor-
i ing an impressive 8.5 points, :
. not only carved a niche for Goa :
¢ in the national chess arena, but :
: also showcased the immense :
¢ potential of young talent in the :
© country. :

dra and Mahindra’s recent sup-

. port for World Chess Champion

Praggnanandhaa set a precedent,

i proving that investing in young

stars can yield extraordinary
results. Evan’s success presents

i a golden opportunity for local

enterprises and government

. bodies to step up and nurture

future champions through spon-
sorships, scholarships, and infra-
structure development.

Now, the young chess maes-

i tro is set to represent India at
i an international event later
¢ this year, an achievement that
¢ further cements his place as a
: rising star in Indian chess. With
¢ the right institutional backing,

Evan’s journey could inspire a
new generation of players from
Goa and beyond.

It's time for stakeholders—

: media, businesses, and govern-
¢ ment alike—to rally behind such
¢ prodigies and propel them to-
i ward global success.

Everette Assis Telles, Margao
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