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Iran says 13 died 
from country 
during Hajj

AFP, TEHRAN, IRAN:  At 
least 13 Iranian nation-
als died while perform-
ing the Hajj pilgrimage in 
Saudi Arabia amid rising 
temperatures in the holy 
cities, Iranian state media 
reported Saturday.

"As of Friday, June 6, the 
total number of Iranian 
pilgrims who have passed 
away during Hajj 2025 has 
reached 13," the health 
and treatment operations 
unit of Iranian Red Cres-
cent Society said in a state-
ment carried by the official 
IRNA news agency.

The statement did 
not specify the cause of 
deaths but cautioned the 
pilgrims to avoid direct 
exposure to the sun and 
drink plenty of water 
among other things to 
reduce the risk of heat-
stroke.

"In recent days, tem-
peratures in the holy cit-
ies of Saudi Arabia have 
risen to 47°C, which can 
lead to severe heatstroke 
among pilgrims," IRNA 
said, adding that 86,700 
Iranians went to Saudi 
Arabia this year for the 
pilgrimage.

Last year, more than 
1,300 people – including 
22 Iranians – died at the 
hajj pilgrimage in Saudi 
Arabia where tempera-
tures hit 51.8C.

Heat stress occurs 
when the body's natu-
ral cooling systems are 
overwhelmed, causing 
symptoms ranging from 
dizziness and head-
aches to organ failure 
and death.

AFP, GAZA CITY: Gaza's 
civil defence agency said Is-
raeli forces killed at least 36 
Palestinians on Saturday, 
six of them in a shooting 
near a US-backed aid distri-
bution centre.

The Israeli military 
told AFP that troops had 
fired "warning shots" at 
individuals that it said 
were "advancing in a 
way that endangered the 
troops".

The shooting deaths 
were the latest reported 
near the aid centre run 
by the Gaza Humanitarian 

Fund (GHF) in the south-
ern district of Rafah and 
came after it resumed 

distributions following 
a brief suspension in the 
wake of similar deaths 

earlier this week.
Meanwhile, an aid 

boat with 12 activists on 
board, including Swedish 
climate campaigner Gre-
ta Thunberg, was nearing 
Gaza in a bid to highlight 
the plight of Palestinians 
in the face of an Israeli 
blockade that has only 
been partially eased.

Civil defence spokes-
man Mahmud Bassal told 
AFP that at around 7:00 
am (0400 GMT), "six peo-
ple were killed and sever-
al others wounded by the 
forces of the Israeli occu-

Israel fire kills 36 in Gaza

pation near the Al-Alam 
roundabout", where they 
had gathered to seek hu-
manitarian aid from the 
distribution centre around 
a kilometre (a little over 
half a mile) away.

Palestinians have con-
gregated at the roundabout 
almost daily since late May.

AFP is unable to inde-
pendently verify the tolls 
compiled by the civil de-
fence agency or the cir-
cumstances of the deaths 

it reports.
Samir Abu Hadid, who 

was there early Saturday, 
told AFP that thousands of 
people had gathered near 
the roundabout.

"As soon as some people 
tried to advance towards 
the aid centre, the Israeli 
occupation forces opened 
fire from armoured ve-
hicles stationed near the 
centre, firing into the air 
and then at civilians," Abu 
Hadid said.

A plume of smoke erupts during Israeli bombardment in the 
Gaza Strip as pictured from across the border in southern Israel, 
amid the ongoing war between Israel and Hamas

MORE OBITS ON PAGE 13


