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Union Minister of Health 
and Family Welfare J P 
Nadda addresses a gathering 
during an event on World 
Food Safety Day,  
in Bengaluru

External Affairs 
Minister S Jaishankar 
with UK Foreign 
Secretary David Lammy 
during a meeting, in 
New Delhi

DIG BSF Prabhakar 
Joshi addresses a press 
conference on the 
completion of one month of 
Operation Sindoor, at BSF 
Camp Paloura in Jammu

Vice President Jagdeep 
Dhankhar during a visit 
at an exhibition at the 
premises of Dr. YS Parmar 
University of Horticulture & 
Forestry, Himachal Pradesh

PTI, RUDRAPRAYAG:  Five 
pilgrims and a pilot on-
board a helicopter had a 
narrow escape when the 
aircraft on its way to Ke-
darnath made an emergen-
cy landing on the highway 
in Rudraprayag district on 
Saturday after developing 
a technical snag during 
take-off, officials said.

The pilot sustained 
minor injuries and was 
rushed to a hospital, they 
said.

Videos on social media 
showed the Kestrel Avia-
tion helicopter standing in 
the middle of the highway, 
dangerously close to popu-
lated buildings and with a 
parked car damaged by its 
tail rotor.

The helicopter had flown 
from Badasu base for Ke-
darnath when it made the 
emergency landing shortly 
after take-off on the main 
road just below the high-
way near Sirsi following a 
technical snag, the officials 
said.

Six people onboard the 
helicopter including the pi-
lot had a close call.

People on the ground 
got scared as they saw the 
helicopter losing balance 
in the air and crashlanding 
on the road, eyewitnesses 
said.

Kedarnath heli ser-
vice nodal officer Rahul 
Chaubey said the incident 
did not affect the heli shut-

tle service to the Himala-
yan temple.

Efforts are underway 
to remove the helicopter 
from the highway.

Police have issued an 
appeal to pilgrims going 
to Kedarnath by road to 
stay wherever they are as 
removing the helicopter 

from the highway and un-
blocking it can take some 
time.

The Directorate General 
of Civil Aviation (DGCA) said 
Kestrel Aviation's AW119 
(Reg. VT-RNK) helicopter, 
piloted by Capt R P S Sodhi, 
experienced a hard landing 
on the road adjacent to the 
Barasu helipad.

According to initial in-
puts, shortly after take-off 
from the helipad, the pilot 
reported a suspected issue 
with the collective control 
getting stuck. In response, 
he executed a controlled 
force landing on the road 
near the helipad.

All passengers are safe 
and unharmed, it said. The 
pilot has been taken to 
hospital for evaluation due 
to complaints of backache.

The helicopter took off 
at 12.52 pm from Badasu 
(Sersi) helipad and land-
ed immediately on the 
main road just below the 
helipad.

A team is being sent to 
the spot for onsite assess-
ment, the DGCA said.

It is for the fourth time in 
a month that pilgrims trav-
elling by air on the Char 
Dham Yatra route had a 
close shave.

Helicopter carrying pilgrims 
crash-lands, all 6 onboard safe

People gather near a Kedarnath Dham-bound helicopter after 
it made an emergency landing at Badasu area, in Rudraprayag 
district, Uttarakhand

PTI, GANGTOK: At least 76 
army personnel were on Sat-
urday airlifted from Chaten 

76 army personnel 
airlifted from landslide-

hit Chaten in Sikkim
in north Sikkim where 
road connectivity has 
been snapped due to 
multiple landslides trig-
gered by heavy rain, of-
ficials said. 

This marks the "com-
pletion of coordinat-
ed evacuation efforts", 
which included the res-
cue of all stranded tour-
ists earlier, they said.

"Altogether 76 army 
personnel were airlift-
ed by three MI-17 hel-
icopters. The air evac-
uation operation from 
Chaten has concluded 
today with the helicop-
ters transporting army 
personnel from Chaten 
to Pakyong Greenfield 
Airport," an official 
said.

Heavy rain had trig-
gered multiple landslides 
in north Sikkim recently, 
disrupting road connectiv-
ity in the region. 

PTI, BIJAPUR: Five Naxal-
ites were killed in two 
encounters with security 
forces in an ongoing oper-
ation in the Indravati Na-
tional Park area of Chhat-
tisgarh's Bijapur district, 
police said on Saturday.

With the latest casual-
ties, seven Naxalites, in-
cluding top leaders Sud-
hakar and Bhaskar, were 
neutralised in the opera-
tion in the last three days, 
they said.

"Security forces have 
recovered the bodies of 
seven Maoists during the 
ongoing anti-Naxal op-
erations in the Indravati 
National Park area of the 
district," a senior police of-
ficial said.

On Saturday, two bodies 
were recovered following 
a gunfight, while three 

were found after the ex-
change of fire on the inter-
vening night of Friday and 
Saturday, he said.

The official said the op-
eration involving person-
nel from the state police's 
Special Task Force (STF) 
and District Reserve Guard 
(DRG) as well as the CRPF's 
specialised unit CoBRA, was 
launched on June 4 based 
on input about the presence 
of Maoist leader Sudhakar, 
Telangana State Committee 
member Bandi Prakash, 
Dandakaranya Special 
Zonal Committee (DKSZC) 
member Pappa Rao, and a 
few other armed cadres.

On Friday, security forces 
neutralised Bhaskar alias 
Mailarapu Adellu, a spe-
cial zonal committee (SZC) 
member of the Telangana 
State Committee (TSC) of 

Maoists who carried a re-
ward of Rs 45 lakh in Chhat-
tisgarh and Telangana, and 
Maoists' central committee 
member Narasimha Cha-
lam alias Sudhakar, who had 
a bounty of Rs 40 lakh in 
Chhattisgarh, was killed on 
Thursday, he said.

The official said the 
identity of five more killed 
Naxalites, two of them 
women, is yet to be ascer-
tained.

A huge cache of arms 
and ammunition, including 
two AK-47 rifles, has been 
seized in the operation, he 
said, adding that search 
and area domination op-
erations were underway in 
the surrounding forested 
terrain to track remaining 
Maoist cadres and ensure 
complete sanitisation of 
the region.

Five Naxalites gunned down in 
encounters in Chhattisgarh

KEDARNATH 
MISHAP

PTI, NEW DELHI:  Leader 
of Opposition in Lok Sabha 
Rahul Gandhi on Saturday 
alleged that the 2024 Ma-
harashtra assembly elec-
tions were a "blueprint for 
rigging democracy" and this 
"match-fixing" would next 
happen in Bihar and "any-
where the BJP is losing".

Underscoring that 
match-fixed elections are a 
"poison" for any democra-
cy, he said that the side that 
cheats may win the game, 
but it damages institutions 
and destroys public faith.

In a post on X, Gandhi 
outlined the alleged elec-
toral irregularities in a step-
wise manner — fake voters 
are added, voter turnout 
is inflated, bogus voting is 
facilitated, and evidence is 
subsequently hidden.

"How to steal an elec-
tion? Maharashtra assem-
bly elections in 2024 were 
a blueprint for rigging 
democracy," Gandhi said 
while sharing an an op-ed 
published in The Indian 
Express.

"My article shows how 
this happened, step by 
step: Step 1: Rig the panel 
for appointing the Election 
Commission. Step 2: Add 
fake voters to the roll. Step 
3: Inflate voter turnout. 
Step 4: Target the bogus 

voting exactly where BJP 
needs to win. Step 5: Hide 
the evidence.

"It's not hard to see why 
the BJP was so desperate in 
Maharashtra. But rigging 
is like match-fixing - the 
side that cheats might win 
the game, but damages 
institutions and destroys 
public faith in the result. 
All concerned Indians must 
see the evidence. Judge for 
themselves. Demand an-
swers," Gandhi said.

"Because the match-fix-
ing of Maharashtra will 
come to Bihar next, and 
then anywhere the BJP is 
losing," the former Con-
gress president claimed in 
his post.

In his article "Match-fix-
ing Maharashtra", Gandhi 
said, "Voter rolls and CCTV 
footage are tools to be used 
to strengthen democracy, 
not ornaments to be locked 
up. The people of India 
have a right to be assured 
that no records have been 
or will be trashed."

He said he doubted the 
fairness of Indian elec-
tions, "not every time, not 
everywhere, but often. I am 
not talking of small-scale 
cheating, but of industri-
al-scale rigging involving 
the capture of our national 
institutions".

Rahul Gandhi claims 
match-fixing in Maha 
polls, says Bihar next

PTI, MANGALURU:  A 
medical student was 
taken into custody on 
Saturday by the Ullal 
police on suspicion of 
making a hoax call, im-
plying a bomb threat to 
her medical college and 
hospital on June 4, po-
lice said.

The arrested post 
graduate student alleg-
edly placed the call to 
avoid attending a semi-
nar.

According to the po-
lice, the bomb scare 
prompted a massive 
security deployment 
at a private hospital in 
Deralakatte earlier this 
week.

On 4 June, at around 
8.45 am, the hospital re-
ceived five bomb threat 
calls from an unidentified 
caller claiming that ex-

Hoax bomb threat at Mangaluru 
hospital; PG student held
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EMERGENCY LANDING SAVES LIVES

plosives had been planted on 
the premises. The calls trig-
gered panic among doctors, 
hospital staff, and patients, 
prompting the authorities to 
initiate an extensive security 

sweep.
Nearly 30 personnel, 

including teams from the 
Bomb Disposal Squad and 
the Dog Squad, were de-
ployed. 

PTI, NEW DELHI:  Pre-
ventive detention is an 
extraordinary power in 
the hands of the state that 
must be used sparingly, 
said the Supreme Court as 
it set aside an order of a 
district magistrate to de-
tain a money lender who 
was allegedly indulging 
in illegal activities again 
after getting bail in four 
cases.

A bench of Justices San-
jay Karol and Manmohan 
questioned the conten-
tion of the detaining au-
thority that the order was 
passed as the detainee 
was violating bail con-
ditions in the cases, and 

noted that they should 
have instead moved the 
competent court seeking 
cancellation of bail. 

"Therefore, the order of 
detention dated June 20, 
2024, and the impugned 
judgment dated Septem-
ber 4, 2024, passed by 
the High Court of Kerala 
at Ernakulam are hereby 
set aside. In the attending 
facts and circumstances 
of this case, the appeal is 
allowed," the bench said 
in its order passed on Fri-
day.

Noting that the power 
of preventive detention 
finds recognition in the 
Constitution under Arti-

cle 22(3)(b), the bench 
said, "The provision for 
preventive detention is 
an extraordinary pow-
er in the hands of the 
state that must be used 
sparingly. It curtails the 
liberty of an individu-
al in anticipation of the 
commission of further 
offence(s), and there-
fore, must not be used 
in the ordinary course of 
nature." 

The bench said the 
contention of the detain-
ing authority that the 
detainee, Rajesh, who 
used to run a private fi-
nancing company called 
'Rithika Finance', was 

violating the conditions 
of bail imposed upon 
him in the cases that 
have been considered 
for passing the order of 
detention. 

It said that pertinently, 
no application has been 
filed by the respondent 
in any of the four cases, 
alleging violation of such 
conditions, if any, and 
moreover, have not even 
been spelt out during the 
hearing of the case filed 
by his wife against the 
Kerala High Court order, 
which affirmed the pre-
ventive detention order 
of the Palakkad district 
magistrate.

Preventive detention extraordinary power 
of state that must be used sparingly: SC

Three militants 
arrested in 

Manipur
PTI, IMPHAL:  Securi-
ty forces have arrested 
three militants, belong-
ing to two proscribed 
outfits in Manipur, po-
lice said on Saturday.

All the arrests were 
made on Friday in Bish-
nupur, Kakching and 
Imphal West districts, a 
senior officer said.

The militant demand-
ed money from schools, 
colleges, shopkeepers 
and elected members in 
Kumbi area, the officer 
said. 

PTI, CHANDIGARH:  Pun-
jab Police on Saturday said 
it has busted an illegal arms 
smuggling racket with the 
arrest of three people and 
recovery of six sophisticat-
ed foreign-made weapons, 
smuggled from across the 
border.

Director General of Po-
lice (DGP) Gaurav Yadav 
said those arrested have 
been identified as Rajan, 
Paramjit Singh and Dinesh 
Kumar, all residents of Am-
ritsar.

The recovered weapons 

include two Glock 19X pis-
tols, two .30 bore pistols, 
one .30 bore Star Mark 
Pistol and one Beretta .30 
bore Pistol.

Preliminary investiga-
tions revealed that the 
accused were working 
under the directions of 
Jugraj Singh, who is cur-
rently lodged in Central 
Jail at Sri Goindwal Sa-
hib, and actively running 
the smuggling racket 
through his advocate's 
munshi identified as Ra-
jan.

The kingpin Jugraj Singh, 
who has been facing sever-
al criminal and drug-re-
lated cases, is reportedly 
in contact with Pakistani 
drug traffickers from with-
in the jail, he said.

The DGP said these 
weapons were smuggled 
from across the border 
and were likely meant to 
be supplied to criminal el-
ements in Punjab.

Further investigations 
are on to establish forward 
and backward linkages in 
this case, he added.

Illegal arms smuggling racket 
busted in Punjab
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